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‘He would like to be somthing of a
popular entertainer, and be able to
think his own thoughts behind a
tragic or a comic mask. He would
like to convey. the pleasures of
poetry, not only to a large audiene,
but to a larger groups of people
collectively; and the theatre is the
best place in which to do it. There
might, one fancies, be some
fulfilment in exciting this communal
pleasure, to give an immediate
Compensation for the pains of
turning blood into ink. As things are,
and as fundamentally they mist

. always be, poetry is not a career, but

a mugs game. No honest poet can
ever feel quite sure of the permanent
value of what he has written: he may
have wasted his time and messed up
his life for nothing. All the better,
then, if he could have at least the
satisfaction of having a part to play in
society as' worthy as that of the
music-hall comedian. Furthermore,
the  theatre, by the technical
exactions which it makes and
limitations which it imposes upon
the author, by the obligation to keep
for a definite length of time of
sustained interest of a large and,
unprepared and not  wholly
preceptive group of people, by its
problems which have constantly to
be solved, has enough to keep the
poet’s conscious mind fully
occupied, as the painter’s by the
manipulation of his tools.” (THE
USE OF POETRY AND THE USE
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Death be not proud, thou some have
called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not
: 50,

One short sleep past, we wake
eternally,

And death shall be no more, Death
thou shalt die.

(JOHN DONNE)
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