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C)‘fzpl'//e' r(’gnrr/s,

Yours sincerely,
Sld-

( YOGENDRA MAKWANA)

Shri Rudra Dangiari

Joint Editor.

“Udayachal Barta',

All Assam Plains Tribal Cotncil
P. O, Missamari Pin 784506.
Tezpur ( Assam )



o Govarninbint of Meghalaya
’ Chief Minister's Secretariat |

Dated Shillong, the {7th Feb., 1982.

No. CM. 15/82/8

'To
Shri Rudra Dangiari
Joint Liditor
“Udayachal Barta™
All Assam Plains Tribal Council
P.O. ~Missanfzri-Pin-7845006

Tezpur  Assam,)

Subjs: |[Reqguestfor message
Ref : > Yourdetter dt. 15.2.82.

Sir,
refer . to your letter cited above and 10

[ am._directed to
Chief Minister along with his

send herewith the message frem

photograph as requested.

Yours faithfully,

S/d-
for Deputy Sccretary,
Clief Minister’s Secretariat
Meghalaya, Shillong.



that a special souvenir “Udayachal Barta™

General Session of all Assam
( Assam ) in March 1982.
and wish “Udayachal

sut during the 4th
Plains dribi fhcil to be held at Gahpur

On this occasion 1 send my greetings

Barta™ all success.

s/d- |
(W. A. SANGMA)
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Government of Mizoram

Chief Minister Seeretariat

No. CMS.16/81/ 122-123 Dt Aizawl the 3tst Dec 81

TO

The Joint Editor.

Udayachal Barta.

All Assam Plains Tribal Council
P.O. Missamari Pin 784500
Tezpur, Assam.,

As .desired it your letter dated 15. 12.81 a message from
Brig. T. [ Sailo, AVSM ( Rtd ). Chiel Minister of Mizoram I8

forwarded “herewith.

S/d-
( LALTHANMAWIA )
Private Sccretary to Chief Minister,

Mizoram.



CHIER MINISTR
MIZORAM
AlZAWL

BRIG. T. SAILO, AVSM, ( Retd )
MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the Afl AssamuPlains Tribal Council
is bringing out the Special Souvenir “Udayachal Barta”.

Taking this opportunity I would Iike to stress my hope and
| belief that {this special sotivenis Wil ve as a mecans of having a
real sense of National Integrity.. As such, 1 would like to urge
all Assam Plains Tribal to help in bringing about peace and

prosperity which<would be shared with ofher Iellowcitizens of the
country.

S/d-

( BRIG. T. SAILO )
CHIEF MINISTER

Dated Aizawl the 30 Dec 19%1
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ITANAGAR
PIN No. 79Il
Docember 21, 1981

D. O. No. CM(AP) 3,81 |
REESSAGIT

I am glad to know that the 4th General Se-
ssionof All Assam Plains Pribal council at
Gahpur, Assam wil1l be held during the month
of March, 1982 and a Special Souvenir “Udaya-
chal Barta’’ would be/bacught out on the occ-
asion. I am sure that this souvenir will go
a long way to bring out the news for which it
has been intendéd.

2. I wish a grand success of the funotion.

Sid

(Gegong Apang)
Shri Rudra Dangiari,
Joint Editor,
“ Udayachal Barta ”’
All Assam plains 7Tribal Council.
PO-—Missamarl ¢ Pin 784506,
Tezpur ( Assam )



THE
BB AN S BRIz g e TOYINGEY, O ARK Y
1L 0. KOKRAIAR, DIST : GOALPARA
Camp : [Mate .
IF'rom :
Charan Narzarvy, [y, M. P,

General Secretary, PTCA,
MESSAGE

It is indeed o matrer of pre-t
Committee is bringing out a S -uvenj#

that the Recep

ion of the Fo

Rel Mo General Session of the plaing T'ril Assam schodt
o to be held at Gohpur in (he reng,

President - :

B. Doley, B. Sc, 11.B, The PTCA  stamde ford he chorished Loy

vino=Presiden land for the down-trodiden ' Assam, We have 1y

struppli rony :"-'ei.'.‘ al si
S, Benlua Chon By, struppling thronely o ichievine this po 1l siy

B.A, MLA 1967 under the bpic

( Ex. Minister Forest Wa are living

fem of parlismentary demoerac

cte. ) which menna Sto Lecome an fmportent pelitic
Ceaeral Secretnry o factor bhoth
C. Nurzavy, M.A, L1,B,  realise
Iix. Member of parli-
amont’

S Cutside the Spate Legisla ture
tlive,

vinisntional  hyse should nhwavs remain ve
ng the pling (ribals under the  umbrelly

greatest need of thay time, We are not @oir
are maving ahead step by stop. Woe understar

Asstt, General Secretary
Lt. B.K. Basumatar

L. N. (Retd,) M.
Joini Secretary ¢
K. G Basumad

back, rat
Onr  own Aty

nth and we gy adopted every possib] s s'ratep

ore power that may lead us to onr destinagion,

We learn from our mistnkes agd oy Parl cexperiences iy
Aeeper insipght, wis lom matutity, et us be aptimisti
d move forward for o brightor future, Oar movoment in a Jink

from geanration  to generation. We must face all the even:
ualities and fighy the hostile forces with a grim determination,

Chicl Orga
Sccretary
P. Brahma,

M.L.A. I hope the Sonvenir will he able to Projoct the paolitiea
thought and (he burning issucs of the ecer negleoted plains triha

Organising  Secretary . : :
- people in (hejr Lrue porspectiven,

B. Payenp.

To I also  wigh a great sueeess of the  Fourth General Sessior
Shri Rudra Dangisri of t Re I"I'CA  under the able manangemen( ol the Recoprion
Joint Editor, Committee,

* Udayachal Barta Kokrajhar, Sd/

( Souvenir ), December 18, 1981, ( Gharan Narzarvy )
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Plains Tribals and the Protected Areas in Assam
VWhat it 1s ?

The Constitution has provided mea-
sures to ensure protection to the sche-
duled tribes in

respect  of  economies,

social and political injustice, The Cons-
titution has also directed to the States

to safegnard  them

from all forms of
exploitation with special care to promote
the educational interests of these tribes.
The Constitution has again provided
that all citizens have the right to_wmaeve
freely in any port of Indin o reside
and to scttle, and havoe the equal right
to acquire, hold and dispese of propesty ;
but in the same hroath the Constitution
has  rogtrained the operation of  these
rights in the/interest 'of scheduled tribes
and directed the Statcs toimpose restri-
ctions as may be required for the
protection of the interest of scheduled
tribes.

Large areas predominantly inhabited
by the scheduled tribes have been consti-
tuted into scheduled areas in all the states
except in Assam and these arcas have

been given some amount of autonomy

Biruchon Doley
President, PTCA

as embodied in the V (fifth) schedule.

Under the V ((ieh™) Sehodule, betier

administiative gontrol, rupid  ceonomic

developmentiand “progressive  welfare

notiviticat are  envisapedy” IHowever, the

scheduled tribes juithe plains of Assam
wre heing deprived i the ssvio eeonomic
puatantecsns cnvisaped under the scheme
of fifth or sixth echedule, ‘The Consti-

tution,. ncvertholess, has assured equal

protection as provided in the V schedule

to (he scheduled  tribes of  Assam and

directed the State to adopt such meas-

ures so as to protect the seheduled tribes
from exploitations. 'The reasons hehind
as to why fifth schedule was not em-
bodied in the Constitution  for

the scheduled tribes in the plains ot
Assam was due to the fact that before
achievement of indopendence the tribalg
tn- Assnim hand already socured safepnardy
politically and economically, and ho(h

Sadullal and Bordoloi Ministry had to

enler i!HO HCI)Al'ﬂtC “.g!'ccul(_‘“t ‘.\'i{h 'hc

then Tribal League to form coalition



government :|L"!:I1.t)'.\'|¢d\ﬂillg the  areas
predominnntly  inhablted by the tribals
a8 reparited from (he rests and wiving
ellcet fo, therein, the policies separately
adopted for the protection and the wel-
Fave ol tribals. The  Constitution djd
not - speeily separate  schedules for the
plaing of Assam taking into account tho
oxisting arrangement of autonomy thus
already given and enjoyed by the tribals.
Belore adoption of tho Constitution the
apreement dealing in respoct ol lugl
was Ccodified to law whicl gave rise (o
Belts and  Blocks g8 provided under
Ghapter Ten of Assam land & Revenue

Regulation of IRB6, This act was o e

forced as Jaw in the eve of the year of

Independence, 1947,
Regurding the policy afhich  waq
meant for the protection of, the sehed uled

tribes, the act itself safs<- “Large ‘tiuas

in the pliins distfict are inhabit:d
by plains (riba] people, S\i'}n'-;ﬂ-a in
nature  these™ “pedple wero living

in  primidive condition, / and  due
to lack Tof education and material
advantages, theyipeotild not losk afier
their own syelfare and were incapable
of protecting their own interest. A
latge number of outsiders bagan (o pour
in large number into Assam ... - To
protect there people from the onslaught

of these land hungry outsiders, imaginary

lines. wore drawn  dividing the  aress
occupied by the (ribals from the areas
occupied by these outslders, This was
known as Lines system, which, however,
did nat work satisfactorily,  Latter eo-
development

lonisation  schemes  and

achemes were tnkon tup but these nlso
did not give necessary protection to the
scheduled tribes, A ordes (o give thens
necessary proteétion, therefore, the Tribal
Belts  andBlocks havere Zconstitnted.”
Phe prigiciplo followed ¥in conntituling
these  Belts and  Blocks wan  that the
mnjority of population in these areus
mustebentribal and that there should
bo sufliciont waste lands available in (hat
nica, SWhen these conditions are rlrllf”-'
ledbstt o continnons streteh of [and, a
Belt s constituted 5 other-wise Blocks
aie constituted. The lands under (hese
Belts and Blocks ean be disposed of only
afier tnking into consideration of the act
and the ules as under—

(1) The bonafide needs of those who
are  permanently  residing  within (he
arcas,

(2) The

who are lemporarily residing before 1047

Bonafide needs of  those

an sottlment holders of land but likely

To becorie permanent resident,
(3) The Bonafide

who are living olsewhore in the district.

needs of the tribals

cannot  acquire or

(}) A person



pogsess any Iand within the Belt or Block
by transfer, exchange, lease, agroement
or settlement in violation of the ro'es

of setlement. Likewice, no document
purperting to give posacssion by transfer,
exchange, leare, aprecment or settlement
can be registered. Waste land shall have
to be sottled only with the peopls noti-
fied by government that is (1) Scheduled
tribes, (2) Scheduled castes, (3) Snathals
and (4) Hills tribes,

Any person other than the classes
of people mentioned above if occupies
any wasie  land  or  annual land in
violation of the rules shall be evicted
forthwith, The Deputy Commissioner of
the Officer empowered on his behnalf is
the sole authority to look into, #that—=
the law  has been properly™ applied ;
that is, no person other ghan the noti-
fied classes shall remain in the arens
of Belts and Blocks vielatiog thesdct ;
nud, that, the_gelasses “or people who
are eiligible get proper, protection, The
Civil Court eannot exercise jurisdiction
in matters of "settlemefit or eviction or
in any law covering Belt and Blocks.

There are altogether 33 Belts and
Blocks constituted. Of these the belt
northern

constituted in the part of

Assam is the lonpest one, It comprises
the arcas in betweon the toot hills of

Arunachal Pradesh in the north and the

North Trunk Road in the south and is
a continnous stretch of  land of North

Lakhimpur District, Darrang District,
Kamrup District and Goalpara district.
The compactness and  size of theee
areas can be taken into consideration
ns scheduled areas which the Constitution
has enshrined for direct supervision by
the President in pratters of administra.
tion as well ns® welfare activities. The
protective measures in respect of land
s¢heduled  tribes

was adopted since

people, [in particular, due to lack of

edtucntion are unable to look after
their welbtare which wholly depends upon
their having land sufliciently. Now
aftersthe” constitution of the Belts and
Blocks nand the law having been enfor-
ced, it is dispraceful the Government
had allowed the non-oligible, outsiders
to possess, to acquire, to exchange, trans-
fer, and loase out ns they wanted at the
cost of the tribals who are roaming in sea-
rch of land, frequently facing eviction
from the reserved forests. Itis due to the
vosted intereat of thoso groups ol oflicers
and politicians at whose behest the non
legitimate pecople, nay, the foreiners are
allowed to disturb  the peateful  living
of the tribal as well as to dislodge
(hem from their home land, It is to be
noted whon these Belts and Blocks were

constituted, the tribal majority in thesc



arcas was the criterion followed.

Politics began to
since after the creation of these ave,s
meant for the wellbeing of the most
backward classes and, the ideal homo-
pencity of these classes hecame the sore
eye which ultimately shattered “live and

lat live”

as propounded by Jawaharlal
Nechru. 'There has beon agitntion spon-
sored by ths plains tribals
Assam (P.T.C.A))

decaden for proper enforeement of the

since the last two
laws for the belts and for alt praetical
purpnses  in order  to  implement  Che
sncio-cconomic promised and the educati-
onal advancement as embodied and
enshrin:d in the c=u115fitutian, these areas
in the northern part of Assamt” covered

by the belts added with” eomntiguous

play upper-hand

council of

guo of there areas

tribal majority areas should be deelayed

ay scheduled nreny and with (he direet

cenpervision * of the  Pregident, adniini-

steation  of  autononeons  type  should
be introduced. It is . an admitted fact
that, had there boon sincerity  fowards
the sacred promises ol ths constitution
the scheduled tribegegomli grow according
totheir hopes  and  agpirations  and
could rise to the occasion of nation
in all vound, Tt is suggested and sooner
it is bgtter, to earryour an exhaustive
suevey @nd sottlement operntion in these

Haelty Illli} “‘l_‘l.-),i,'..li'i'i arenn i|| acootdance

wilh tha existing aw, There should be

consistant efforts to restere the status

with the Scheduled

Tribes as majority,

P



Movements in Assam—Then and MNow.
| ( A Plains Tribal’s Appeaisni)

The 29 ( towenty-nine ) months old
movement in Asram against foreigners is
now stepping into the 30th month, To
be presise, it started sometime in late
September 1979.

One thing has heen barely mentioned
that at this time, the first Plains Tribal
Chief Minister in the person of Shri
Jogendra Nath Hazarika was installed
a8 the puppet Chicf Minisier guided and
controlled by kaladoiscopic forces and
powers - to write the political Mistory of
blood-red

the shottest in tenure.< These happened

Assam in letters, which was

not ns a result of{ normal coursel of
political cvents but was pre-planned by
forces eneufical tonthe  Plaing Tribal
people of [Assam.

The politieal history of Assam for
this period is blood-red, because when
the movement against foreigners took
stride, the first victims happened to be
Bihuram and Habiram Boro of Fullung,
These

near North Gauhati.

persons

wore brutally murdered hy members of

— Binoi Kumar Basummtari

AASU and Assam Police on the plea

that they harboured Inter-

estingly enough the Magistrate on duty

at the site of ingident was also a plains
tribal. The

foreigners,

irony »of the occassion is
that when”a plains teibal Chicf Minis-
ter's policies are carried out by plains
tribal officers, to anihilate fellow plains
tribals.~the anti-tribal policies of the

state are fully and correcily imple-

mented;

Puaring October 197), members of

AASUwere constantly seen around the resi-

dence of the then Chief Minister: Shri

J.N. Hazarika. It is also reported
that Shri Hazarika, with his razor-thin
majority in the assembly and unsure of
his tenure as the Chief Minister, played

a dual role; and his government and

the AASU sought to evovle a policy of
mutual benefit. If not, what can be
the explanation for usage of state pool
cars by members of AASU p If so, were

there any government step to prohibit

such usos of government property fora



movement npninat (hat vory governtent ¢

Another point of interest s (hae
the movement wingred with threg absow
lutely anti-tribal charter of demandsg by
AASL,
1) Stoppage of Scholarshipa to Schedu-

In simplified form, they are : .

led Tribos and Castes, 2) Elimination of
Job Reservations for Seheduled Tribeg

and Castes, 3) Elimination of resetved
constituencies for Schieduled  Clystes a1l
Tribes. Tfowever regrettabls, these de-
mands smack of aiti-reservationists  of
Bihar and (e, So, what could ba the
source and line of such thinking ¢

I' tad foresecn auch happenings and
thorafore clearly gtated in the
the then assembly  session  that Mr.
Hazarika - &lready sullied ag g ‘defector’
was  foistod as the Chief Ministor hy
the anti tribal, foreigner dependont Mr,
Sarat Chandra Sinha t6\divide nn ek pul ¢
the emerging conscigusncss and unily of
the plains Tribaly in Assany.

This  fivstPlaing. Tribat chief Minijs.
ter  of Assfm  exprosged the following
1979, in the
mecting witl the. Joing Secretary, Tribgl

Union Home N

opinion on | 9|, Octoher

Development  of (he
nistry, that - “the plans and programmen
for the plains [ sehedule triben of Assam
couldh not be  regarded ag very different
from those drawn up for members of tha

ether communities”, This Chief Minis(er

MToor of
Shrl Wazarika’s

nlao failed 1n hia prititary redponsibliity
of forming the Tribal  Advisory Council

of thie atate of Jiia government, g it

pessible,  that the plains - Tribals’ prob-
lomg in Agsom consisted of only having

a plaitia  tribal Clijer Minister  in  the
Atate P I these cfforts, another plains
tribal  legislator 4 the,. person of Shri
Padmalochan #oro, in his capacity as
the Pnrli:unnnmry Sectetary, belonging
to the #progressive MDenvocratic Front,
ably assisted the Chief Minister, in such
smoothtand silent /plaing tribal oppres-
Tons S0 mueh o, for the firat plaing
tribind " Chicl Minister of Agaam.

By the beginning  of November ‘79
Cabinet wag dlready
shaky, necause  the Assnm Janata Dal,
conrinting of only six(een legislators, all
became cabinet meribers or government
enbinet rank  apd

oflice  bearers  with

facilities « iy frself O pioneering  eflort
in administrarion, herefore, they could
not build up publie fupport  or masy
base for ([fjoir pr'ngr:nnlm-s, il any, To
make up this deficiency, (he AASU and
the bogey of foreigiora provided a golden
opportunity 1o Asom Janata Dal o pr-
Oject the imiage of a truly regional party
by seeming fo take action to ecxpell the
foreigners., Whereas it i now confirmed
that wlhile having a discussion with the

Chief Election Commissioner of India .



Shri Hazatika kept absolutely mum fot
-l(mg two hours. while the Muslim cab-
inet members kept up a tirade against
the demand for expulsion of foreigners
that the mid-term ecleotion

and insistod

to perliment must be conducted as al-
ready declared along with the rest of
the country, Otherwisn. what could he
the explaination for going ahead in o
bull-headed inanner to hold the election ?
Because, during my: discussion with the
Chief Eloction Commissioner, he explained
the technical difliculties of taking deci-
sions in such situations, saying that when
a cabinet of a duly coustituted govern-
ment recommends postponement of poll,
the elesction commissioner is bound to
pive his considered opinion ofssuch a
far reaching recommendations

It was after Shri

only (Tazarika's

ministry was reduced 0 minority after

|
|

the

other

losing support of  Congress 1

and the parties’ he ran helter-
skelter, demanding postpomament of the
poll, The Klection Commissioner was, not
bound to oconsider any request from a

ministry  which s alrendy reduced (o

minotity and had no right to continue
in ollice. As such, Shri Iazarika's offorts
to align populur mass feelings of Assam,
appears to be opportunistic. In fact by

the end of November, stapge was so set

that it was technically and legally di-

flicult to postpone the poll in any part
of the country., The Election Commissi-
oner aslo stated that gauging from the
spontancity recvived for the call boycott
of the poll, it would bea bad preeedent
to lormnlise snch an undemocratic dem -
and in a democratic country like India,
When it waus clear the elections will be
Lleotion (lo-
best

exercise however futile, should be a]lowed

impessible to be held, “the

mmissioner  thought iy that the
to run/its full course,

Thereafter, the Assam Assembly was
sttspendedion 126h of December, 1979,
It is pethaps mere co-incidental that I
was the lust polition] visitor from Assam
President of India, Shri

1o “meet the

N. Sanjiva Reddy on the 12th of December,

after his meeting

Minister of India,

around 5 p.m, right

with (he (hen Prime

Shri

the President clearly told

Charan  Singh. During discussion,

me that * he
act the advice of a  totte-
So,

postpone the poll could be

cannot npon

ring government, the decision to

made only

after a l{'g:ll and constitutional povern-

ment is in command in the state”, 1Ile

also frankly told me  (hat the povern-

or's recommondation for suspension of

Assam Asesembly and to impose his go-
vernment was formally conveved to him

by the Prime Minister a  fcw minutes

ago, Thon he asked me about the po-



lition] situntion of the state and whether
formation of an alternative viable go-
vernment was possible in Assam. To this
I replied that looking at the compositions
of the house, it seemed iwpossible for any
group or groups to come into an unde-
rstanding to form a popular government
in the state at the time. Thereafter,
ho asked mo what the people of Assam
wanted. I told him that a systematic
influx of foreigners have been going on
into Assam and north-east Indin for the
last few deeades which became more
pronounced after the Chinese invasion
a;l(l as Indians, we cannot allow any
foreignera to take partin the process of
deciding or choosing a government for
the state, I tried to explain to  the™ Presis
dent that it was the plainstribals of
Assam who were the first/ to rcalize the
stiflling pressure of the  foreigners \in
Apsnm,

tribal areas of

It was observed that the political

leaders of Agsam hadan primary targel
of shattering and bifureating the tribal
areas of Assamb right after independance,
socially, politically'nnd economically. To
this, the

achieve inner-line restrictions

were removed from the north bank of
Assam and Garo and K & J Hills which
ia now known as Meghalaya. The app-
lication of inner-line restrictions in NEFA

( now Arunachal ) and Naga Iills ( now

Nagaland ) was whimsical and  half-
heartgd. Due to inaccessibility, the app-
lication on  inner-line restrictions in
Lushai Hills ( now Mizoram ) was more
or less ignored,

ruch dishonesnt

Minister, Shri

To cap policies, n

former Chief Bishnuram

Medhi, to immorsalize his name, created

“ Bishnupur >’ in _#hilteng, the capital

of the (hen Asgam and near Bijni in

Goalpnra disprict of Assuan, Needless

to sny Ahat these “Biishnupurs
were pn'p-ulntcd with! BEast Pakistani refu-
peess in the face of absolute opposition
from the tribals of there areas, Not
only that, crores of Rupees wero spent
and sgranfed as reliefs and rehabilitation
expensea o these people, Such policies

of/ shattering tribal areas were only

followed by all succzssive chief minis.
Another Chicf Minister

Mohon

tern of  Assam.
Shri Mohzadra Chowdhury ook
preat pride in fhHhating th» provisions of
pmlmrlivn measnras in tribal belts and
Asaam

blocks, and confirmed in the

legislative Assembly that he aettled 65
thonsand families ( at least one lae ten

thonsand people 2 two persons per

families ) of [Bast Pakistanis in tribal

bhelss and blocks between 62 and

'65 at Tamulpur in Kamrup distriot.

Seeing all these, every group of

tribal has walked out of Assam and



formed their own home-states to pres-
erve and protect their culture, customs,
tradition, society and independent iden-
tity. Tho remaining plains  tribals are
also in the process of walking away {rom
the remaining narea that is now called

Assam. And it should be recognised and

accepted by . the Gentral Government, if

it is really keen to give justice to the
plains tribes now living in Assam,

These anti-tribal feclings in  Assam
it 80 ingrained in the minds of Assamoese
political leaders that it percolates down
to the lowest strata of non-tribal
Assamese socicly. To cite few exam-
ples, (1) Land settlement operations im
tribal  arens are not  carried  out even
after 33 years ol
is allowed to be waived with a view
to keep the tribal arcas open for non=tribal

people. Otherwise, what' could be“the

explanation for issting Myadi Pattas’

( pormnnent land  holding cerbificates)
to non-tribal/ people in tribal-belts and
blocks in utter contempt and violation
of the Assam Land & Revenue Regu-
1886 wnd its

The systematic injustice become more

lation Act, chapter X p

pronounced when every day hundreds
of plains tribal people mill around the
offices of Sub-deputy collectors (REVIE-
NUE OFFICIALS)

Their faces tell of suppression and

in tho entire state.

tho Independenec, It

ignomenious defeat at the hands extorting
“Lat Mandals”, 3ettlement Oflicers and
SDCs, These Revenue Officers with their
habits  hnve

leecherous — blood-sncking

drained and extorted the plaing tribal
peoplo  and made them home-less and
destitute in their own homes and hear-
ths, [If these peoplegawere not in hand
and glove with noft-tribal pelitical leaders,
the cournpe of

then could they have

settling  fofeigners imy, Asgam, not to
speak of violating provisions  of tribals
belts and, blocks ?

plains tribal

Other-

Fven i this™ policy,
ministers in Assnimn wore ulilized.
compulsion

wise, in 1972, under what

Shri Wianendrea  Narayan  Basumagari

shifted over sixteen hundred ftamilies

from compact tribal arcas to unknown

forest colonies of Gohpur? These tribal
people are now sought to be rejected
by the loeal non-tribal Agssamoese people
of the area, and during emergency, over
three hundred persons died there due to
oxposure and hunger as a result of most
brutal cviction perpetented by the non-
tribal Assameose politiang and adminis-
tration,

Through Shri  Runendra  Narayan
Basumatarvi, Assam Government also shil-
ted thousands of tribal families from

their own homes ond hearths in 1972

and seottled t(hom in the cntire [orest



rescrves on the Assam  and Nagaland
hol"dcr, with n view to croeate enniity
between the Plains Tribals of Assam

Out of this group also
tribal

the month

and the Nigas,

worce

hundred persons

over @

massacared  In of January

1979 by tho the

that

Nawng,  Surprigingly

Astam  polico  know belorchand,

such massacares will occure, But what

of their ina:tion,

the cause

could be

if it
hatred ?
Then

not borne out of anti-tribal

who is responsible for en-

couraging  and  utilising  lorcigners (o

Against whom should
Should

political

suppress tribala ?
this movement be conducted ?

not the non-tribal Agsamese

leadors and the administration be driven

oub I

the Assamese society is 36 much against

from the plning el @ccan ?

forcigners then why the top political‘aud
cmbrage  these 8o oalled

‘Natun

social leaders

foreigners as Assamivas’ ( New

Assamese ) and kick away the aborigi-

nal tribals to the gutters !

The plains, (ribal” people therefore,

have been keeping away from active

p;lrlit‘.ipﬂliﬂll in the movement, except

for a few individuals. Because the tribal

society helieves in self-purification and

assuming responsibility  for misdeeds,

‘[herefore, they so expect their brother

Assamese non-tribal people to purify

10

so cnllod

by
Besides, the moral supports,

themsuelves and drive out the

foreignors  which  wero brought in

them-selves.
the plains tribal pcople would probably
have come out actively, had the AASU

did not start the movement with anti-

tribnl stance.  Tribal people and students

were  also not tnken into  oonfidenoe

while launching the movement apainst

foreigners., Pethaps the AASU is also
ingrained with desp. anti-tribal sonti-
ments ! [ Otherwise, why did not the

AASU thgnour the commitment made to
A1l Bodo Studepng@d Union, which deman-
ded etttivin  aasurancen and clarifieationy
to tho cflect that plaing tribal problemes
will ‘be" recognised by rtheir fellow non-
tribal Agaamese student community,
After (he imposition of Pregident’s
Rule in Assam on [2th Decembor, 1979,

0010114
Rule,

the people of the state had

miggivingn about this presidential
thinking that it would be a government

and administration which will be abso-

lutely bureaueratic and insensible to the

public feeling and needs. Tlow then

could the administration and government
in Aszam collapase ?

The subsequent happenings in Asgsam
hag belied this belief. We have secen

that no advice or instruction from the

povornment have beon  carried

The

Central

out in the state, government Sser.



vanta of

united
This
feeling that

totally ipgnored the threat

disciplinary mensures and

were

in their move agninat foreigners

was the result of an acute
the people of Assam, their culture, their
traditions and sgocicty [ace positive cx-

tinetion at the hands of the

foreigners,
Therefore, the state government and its
united in this issun,

employces wore

What is more, thestate government and

the local police set-up, not only seemed

to encourage the movement, but havo
participated actively in the movement-
Seeing this, a plain tribal and pa-

rticalarly a Bodo,

instantly remembers

the undemocratic, unconstitutional supps
ression of the tribals who participated
in the RCPI revolutions aftor 1948 7and
the of
Script for the Bodo Languape in 1974/

movement for demand Romnn
75. In the enrlicr RCPI '-M()vumnnt_ 0-"1}'

tribal villages in hundreds were razed
to the pround and prices woere declarcd
on tho heads ofstribal lcaders like, Anirnm
Rabhg

During the 'movement for Roman Seript,

Rasumntari,/ late Bishnu ete.
1 wns n ﬁrslh":'i-n-gl spactator in the con-
duct of rapes and molestation before the
Gandhi

pound of Sub-divisional court of Mang.

statue of Mahatma in the com-

aldoi. Not only that, hundreds of Bodo
volunteers were chased from Mangaldoi

to Dalgaon after their I O

release at

11

clock night on the National Highway,

many of them half-nnked Bodo girls.

Because, at this time of night, no tra-

nsportation was availnble and people
had to follow the National Highway for
In many
Bodo pirls were kidnepped by the  Ass-
fulfilling

their lusts and thesefgivls seeturned homes

rcaching homes. the process,

amese police and

people, for

in most ptthetigt condition after a week
to one month.
I had also seen Badoe villapes, when the

Assam  [Police took =zway fowls, pigs,

goats, rice, after destroying houses and

molesting “woien: The items like rice

and paddy which could not be carried

away, wer® ponred with

Kerosene and

aompletely spoiled for futuro utilizntion-
Muandreds of wooden spinning looma were

destroyed and icloths in the of

process

making fribal motills were cnf

out and

destroyed, which are the from

by tribal
the writer
times and a

dearest
of expressing
women,

tribal culture

FEven the house of

wis raided fourteen most

anti-tribal oflicer ransaked his house and

belongings by declariog that his

of

house
cachee
Besides these,
direct bullet hits
the Assam Police and

Was nnd

seventeen

nrms oxplosives.
Bodos died of
fired by

two died of dis

eases as a result of inhuman treatment

in jails, Thousands of Bodos had broken

arms and leps as a

result of brutal
police lathi-charges. These inhuman (rea-



tment have not bheen forgotien by any

plains tribal,

Therefare, every plains tribal  have

been  silently compnring  this  present
movement against foreigners in Assam
and shudders to think why they were

exposed to murderous wenther of case-
ading rains and chill winds of Novem-

ber Dececomber 1974 within open  barri-
cnded jails when this timoe in a similar
situntion apples and sweets were distri-
buted and the volunteers always released
before sunsct Bodos
10 O clock

when the world sleeps away comfortably.

whereas the wero

always released after night

Hence, this comparison of tho movems-

ent is made with a shocking emergence

of clarity that the plains tribalsseare

unwanted  and inhuman lot ingdAssam.

This belief
the

is gradually “eonfirmed

by increasing number of “public

pronouncements by non-tribnl - Assamesc
leaders conducting the, moyvement” that
“the score wibthmthe tribals will be set-
tled after the completion of the move-
ment againgt foreigners’’. These utbtera-
nces are confiemed by the attempts on
the lifo of this writer on [12¢h and 25th
April ‘80, after sunset. Surprisingly when
I had
the police nuthorities the lower police
any
that my

lodged a formal complaint with

olficials at local level deny that

such artempt was made and

12

complaint was a fiction of imagination

wilth a view (o disceredit (he Assamesce

‘people and their movement.,

Seript

IMuing the Roman Movement,
our Assamese brethren also oppossed the
Bodos openly by foreibly holding elasses
when Bado  volunteers were picketing the
schools. Not only that, Ass ymese villagers
men and women comstrgeted roads even
at night to facidiiate passapge of Assam
police vehicles, so that Bodo villages are
by armed

raided police.

Meanwhile, it ig reported that the
AASU was utilized by the Asom Sahitya
Gubha in theipgAnnual Scession at Roha,
touphass a resolution that henceforth, only
Assamese should be the language in the
state. At clearly signifies, that the tribal
langtiages like Karbi, Mising, Rabhn ete.
Asgsam,

hive no place in Tho position

for Bodos would be very acute as their
lnngunpe is already a major Indian Lan-
guage recognised by the Gauhati Univ-

eraity.

As the movement lengthened, cven
after imposition of President’s Rule, local
regional parties also scrambled to don
the mantlo of puiding the movement againgt
foreigners. So, during December 1979 the
All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad was
Purbanchalin

Dal

formally constituted with

Loko Parishad, Asom Jatintabadi

and Asom Juba Samaj, ' hese local reg-



ional parties have been fermed only ree-
“ently and they have adopted only pro-
assamese stances, Somehow, these regio-
“ nal parties have not gained the confidence
of tribals and other minorities of Assam.

With

the emerger.ce of auch anti-tribal pictures,

such and with

developments,

the conductors of the present movemeont,

owe an explaination to the aboriginal

plains tribals of Assam,
Howevre, as the
AASU

movement lengthe-

ned, tried to veer away frowm

aunti-tribnl stances and serious discussions
AASLU

student organisations. These

were held  botween nnd tribal
discussions
did not produce nny result, as the AASU
failed to apree ‘““‘to continue English as
a medium In University level for _inde-
finite period and accept tribal languages
as Associate Language of the” state”.

situationdis uncertain as
of

Ec’f ually uncertain are

Today, tne

to the econtinuance the movement

against foreigners

the decisions thatganny ‘come from the

Govt. on thi§ issuo. The resultant  pos-

sibility is a. stalemiate of Ilimalayan

proportions, Both the /agitators and the

Govt. is incapable of . reasonable stand

and hence an agreement, as seen from

the innumerable parleys held till  date,

So where does the plains  tribal

stand ? The (ribals stand, where they

have been standing for nges, - alone, wit-

hout God and Govts. So, the plains

tribals have to move alone - as Kabi Guru
Rabindranath says—“Nove alone, proceed
alone of no one comer forwnrd with their

helping  hands’"

So, with a glafineg  eomparison of

inequality, evendin democratie movement
by tribals

and non-tribals, before

aur
minds, wih, the plaingy wibals  have to
chart. a course fourn anr exidlence —an

existence i, for huwmang, whioh is pousible

only in a seperaie’siate or inUDAYACH AL,
As for the plains tribals, they know

North

they are not prepared to

their. history and

Wast and

place in the
bhe

brow-beaten at all. They will hert their

domand their

rights and will to

right
continue as tribals, come what may,

At

the big conference

the time of completing this article

organised by Riswa

IHindu Parmishad of Gavhati clntmed their

guidance and participation in the anti-
foreigners movement, This only conlirms
the serious doubts, that the anti-foreigners
movement is only a mask to perpetuate
the high-caste leadership and dominance
in Assnmn,

of public opinion

13
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coven.“Now the most con-
troversial topic, of late, is the pro-
posed Assam Land  and Revenne
Regulation Amendment Bill, 1980,
Which did not find favour with the
last state Government in-as-much
as the Bill, il approved as it is,
l'wnu]d croat@an cnormous problem
/m‘ evicting.as many as 500,000 non-
tribalg from the varidus tribal belts
and blocks and of rehabilitating
them clsewhore, While admitti ng
thatisueh o pmhnhilil,y does not in
itself justify rejection of the Bill
one'gannot overlook the disastrous
effece it might have upon the inte-
grity of the nation as a whole. We,
therefore, suggest a via media, The
deadline should be set at a later
inception
of the Chopter X of the A, .. R, R.

which provideg for protection of

date inatead of 1947 (1. e.

the landed property of the tribals

from alicnation)”
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state that some of our own prople mi
sled by opportunistic cligue of a handfl
folle
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of crafty=politiciang who have no
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ntood ag sbumbling bhlock on  the

path
ol development,
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from our side

political

it is a humble request
regarding some
adventurists who posing
the only saviour of the Assam’s Tribals
use to visit the capital and
leaaders regarding mattera

the Tribal people of Assam, Weo

to particularise the P.T.C. A. i, e,
plain’'s Tribal Council of Assam in this

unscrupulous
themselves as

meet our
concorning
nmean

regard, We want to make it clear that

party
the educated Tribal

in reality this has got hurdly

any following. We,
youth, in particular, do never contribute
due

they have
oredibility,

to their sectarian views, Of late
to their vascillating attitude
lost the little
they used to have in the estimation of
the image of TI'ribal people.  We, the,
requsest you Mndam,.

pol iticnl

refore, earnestly

not to lend any e¢redence vo  what
they say and to what they might
make our lenders  believe, We

further would like to
take any assistance of this party im, case
of any formation ofeur Congress Miniatry
in future.”... ...
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Hea QLA Ara— oo “I am happy to
inform you that the cabinet has
approved to day the Tribal Develo-
The same
the

ensuing Budget session of the Asse-

pment Authority Bill,

i8 going to be introduced in

mbly. In view of the above, may
I request you to reconsider your
decision and help me in inducting
you and shri R. N,
the Cabinet.

your consent immediately so that

Basumatary in

I hope you intimate

I can take steps to recommend to
the Governor for expansion of the,
Cabinet,”--- ...
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Shri Bapnuti Payeng

Organising Secretary Plains ‘T'ribal Council, Aspam.
General Secretary Tezpur P, T. C. A.

Reception Committee,

13 "

Shri Rabi Rabha
Vice President Tezpur District
PoEL LA,

Rudra Dangliari
t Editor Udayachal Barta
General Asstt. Seoretary Tezpur District P.T. €. A.
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