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‘_W@méen In Our Society

3

f’erhaps you are an brdinary;house wife
The best of your whole day 'in the kitchen
chopping vegetables, stirring pots and pans
in a dark corner over a smoky fire, washing
vessel after vessel ira  seemingly never ending

line. You look after the children too—cleaning

them, feeding them, helping them with
~ their homework., You mend your husband’s
. clothes, and serve him well in other respects
too, don’t you ? Sometimes, perhaps you
go 'to the . bazar to buy the rations,
and there .you cover ‘your head and
walk carefully, because there are mén looking
obscenely at you. When you cSme ‘back,
frightened every time by the bustlm& powerful
beat of the public life, you are perhaps glad
to remain w1thm the four walls of  your
home. ‘ | :

- Perhaps you are an ordinary (girl) student,
coming out into a werld which amazes and
entrances you, you want to know more
and explore further.

Ah, but then you are rudely awakened
to the reality that you are a woman in
this society. Women do not participate in
activities, do they ? Perhaps.in two or
three years time, your father may.
_up enough to buy himself a son-in-law and

you are packed off to your purchased
companion.
Perhaps you know a woman who works

in a farm or in a factory. Working under
anpalling conditions not knowing where the
~ { meal of ‘the family will come from

scrape’

. the'man next
equal work.

\

‘say that women are

_—'—Gayatri

hearing her baby cry. for hlS mother because
he has no one to lock. after him;, but
not being able to answer  to his “pitiful
calls--the orucl employer is 'mearby. She
probably” works with \men" and after a ‘full
day’s work has the dubious satisfication of
knowing that she has earned léss than. half
: tos her, both having done

Perhaps you ‘diealso aware of the explo-
ited state in wi the majority of your
countrywomen liv 879, of them cannot,
read write or coul b less than 62% of
the gtrls g0 to pru‘n‘try : I today- You .
are aware of the dowry s;yétenl which is
prohibited by law, but which runs on merrily
like the other evils in this country. You are
aware of the extent of the prostitution which
degrades both men and women { and exposes
the Govt. that has lsgalised it). You are
aware of the pardah which charicterises
the extreme seclusion of women from public
life; you are aware that the majority of
Indian women workers are denied the right
of equal work. You are aware of the hun-
dreds of other-evils that plague the Indian .
woman and society.

There is much confusion about the ideas
equality of women. Some people
; inferior, that their
place isin the home, that they had
better stay there. Some others’ say that
the Indian women ‘are not bold like western

of the

women—that the concepts of Sita and Savitri
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" are “‘enshrined”’ in the hearts of Indian women.
This in itself is a false conecept. Yes, the
Indian women have been brainwashed into
e agcepting the concepts of Sita and Savitri, but
they have never truly accepted it. Many
women have taken part in democratic
Wifhuggles all over the country. Women
are also rebelling against cruel traditions
and oppressive customs. The concepts of Sita
& Savitri are slowly breaking down. But then
how emancipated are the western women ?
They may smoke, dance and date freely,
but are they an influential force in their
- country ? Are they encouraged to work for

their own living ? Can they rise in public.

life ?  Are they Real women ?
answer. to
woman is

Clearly, the
all these is—No ! The western
not emancipated—she is a doll
who has to follow'a fixed feminine stefeotypc.

Then what is the reason for the oppressed
state of women in both the West and India ?
Econmic Dependence : '

The answer lies quite simply in the fact
- that most women do not possess economic
independence, Even ifithey work outside,
it is only .as an auxiliary source of income
for the family, The ageold economic depen-
dence on man is the base of all sexual,
social, cultural, and politcal domination.
How often have we heard next-door aunty
moaning that if she didn’t have to depend

her husband for her food, shelter and clothing, .

she would walkout on him the next moment.
 But this seems funny. Men earn wages
. because they work. because they sell their
labour power. But don’t women also?
The long, arduous work they put in at
home  isp’t that labour? Of course,
it is. It is a direct ( because the product
is consumed without any exchange process )
and private (b'ecause the work in éach

determined by the

|

family is highly individualized ) labour
power. Then why is it not recognized ?
Why is it that our mothers do not have '
the same position in society as our fathers ?
The \answer lies in history.

Division of Labour :

Several thousand years ago, you may
be aware that life in primitive society was
communal ( collective )’  one. Everyone
worked - the women . in the 'great communal -
households, and the men at hunting  and
fishing chores. There was .of coursg, no
such thing as matriage,” and men and
women loved each other freely. Nobody
owned. property - everyone was equal: Buit
then slowly with the development of more
advanced techniques of food gathering, .
which devolved -on the men;' with the.
domestication of animals, and the discovery
of ‘agriculture, the concept of private pro-
perty slowly took root among the' men
who were the owners of the hunting and
food-gathering tools.

The equal status of women, which was
value of their, then
equally necessary, collective productive
labour, was slowly undermined by the break-
down of the collective ' economic base - of
society. This slowly gave way to the
patriarchal family, How ? The man who
originally hunted, but now possessed tools,
lJand and animals, wished of course to pass
it on to his own son.. Hence the Selfx's‘h
private property instinct gave rise to the
concept of monogamous marriage, 4nd from
there to the historical defeat of women.

: So, now we know how the ' oppression
originated. Excluded from the world of
productive labour giving rise to economically
visible objects, the women became the in-
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visible: workers whose work would not be

valued. ' This = slavery of womsn {( slavery
by the definition of modern economists=
the power of dxsposmg of the 'labour power
of others ) has remained intact since those
times. Under the present system of Capi-
talism and Feudalism in many parts' of the
globe the so-called ~democracy is not for
the, woman also—she is the'slave at home.

The ldeology of oppressian 4
The
the division of labour is the economie base.
But how the -oppressors justify these? An
tdeology has hence been manufactured to
~serve as the superstructure of oppression.
Just as Slavery, Imperialism, and
gave rise. to innumerable pseudo- s01ent1flc
theories ' intended to demons.rate the ins
feriority of oppressed peoples and to-justfy
genocide, an impressive . number” of theories
have ‘been designed and - implemented’ to
keep women ‘‘in their place”.

If for a moment even, 'you werer able
to free yourself from a]i_,the prejudices and
distorted personal experiences which have

. formed 'your ideology of sex, you would
recognize that the sex stercotype is'not due
to basic biological differences, but due to

the thousands of years in which the division

of labour has prevailed’ and men and women
conditioned to this ideology of
-supremacy., o

Confined to the marrow limits of the
rhome, the girlcild receives pots, pans, dolls,
mirrors, .etc. .as toys. Why is she
given a gun or a carpentaty. set like her

. male

brother ? She is brought up to appreciate
frilly  frippsries, and jewels, to learn
the ~art of  .housekeeping, and to pre-

pare for marriage. She is taugh that cling-

\

feminine forms.

-concepts of prwate property ‘and *

Faseism -

. sion. of laboeur ) and must never

‘not -

ing tenderness, meekness, decorativeness 'md
a pathological fear of  independence are
feminine, .and she is | molded in these
Pictured in advertisements;:
books, journals and films as a sex:symbol,
she is further degraded, Romantic novels fut-
ther misguide the growing girls and. strengthen
the concepts of tenderness, meekness. and
frailty as 'an integral part of feminity. Ts.
it any wonder today ‘then that women be-
have nearly always as they are supposed to ?

- In this context, \you might now under=
stand that the man is also dictated to by
the male sex ‘model. Always pressed on
to express his ‘masculinity by aggressiveness
“and toughness alone, boys also grow up to
be unnatural human bex_n_gs-stunted in one

facet and exaggerated in the other.

So now you are aware of the forms
of the oppression of women and how it
arose. But' then what is the path to em-
ancipation ? Thete is no fixed model of
solution, but the one thing we must rem--
ember is that any solution for the eman-
cipation 'of an oppressed strata of society
-say women, must be radical and universal,
Radical because it must hit at the root
cause of oppression (in this case, the divi-
stop at
And universal—because it must
encompass genuinely the,masses of women-
never remain as an isolated middlc-class
phenomenen like the Women’s Liberation
Movement in the West.

reforms.

Path to Emancipation :

~ Since we have pinpointed the division
of labour as the main cause for the opp-
ression : of women, its removal would be
the -main solution tov. How would®' we
remove the division of labour between the
sexes ? In two stages:



Stage 1 : Re-entry into Social Labour :

The first condition for the eémancipa-
tion of women is.to bring the whole Fe-
male sex back jnto social production,
the majority of women already in social
production, the dignity of labour should
be restored. Yes, old grannies will disapp-
rove veliemently and the men may. 0Oppose
it, in these days of chronic uncmployment
and under-employment, if women join the
labour force, the result will be the appa-
rent swelling of the ranks of the wunem-
ployed amopng men, But should we blame
the women and ask her to go back home,

or should we look ' to .the basic defect of |

the capitalist and.feudal system in ‘which
we . are_living today——the capitalism that
thrives on unemployment ? (Refer to. article
No-2 ). No, the answer to a serious problem
must be a redical one
joined the ranks of the proletariat, the
women must  fight shoulder -to shoulder
with men for the end of the exploxtatlon
of the working class.

Hence, here nself Wwe . can see that only
socialist society can truly. emanelpate_ women.

vStage II ;: Socialisation of household
‘ work :

of their
of labour,

Whea the women come out
narrow, 'indivi‘dualized spheres
and take part in social
thus become economically independent, what
will happen to their. work at home ? Of co-
urse, she connot be expecte_d to work two

_ shifts—one in the factory and
home ! Can
domestic ~slave ?

"onc at

“Petty housework

For -

and once  having

- production and

she - then , continue to be a
cru-

A
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_unproductive and

. keeping and socializes it.

enterprlses which can liberate wemen.

.a radical
‘everyday thinking of the people which, has

. problem:

A .
domestic

‘into’ factories.

shes, strangles, stultifies and degrads her,
chains her to the kitchen and the nursery’’
and sshe wastes her labour on barbarously
crushing drudgery. The
real emancipation of women will begin when
all out ‘struggle begins against this. house
| they—care child
centres, restaurants-(not for. the rich. but
for the masses) nurssries, laundrxes——here we
have examples of soclilized, non-profit making -

But
in underdeveloped countries like India, limited

‘economic resources make total socialization

of domestic work impossible Hence men
shou‘ld share , the housework this enablmg
the women to work, All thcse changes require

change in the ideology in the

been deeply

_corrupted by the idea of male
supremacy. !

In this context, = you must be particularly

careful to differentiaté between reformist.
ideas and ideas which will lead to true
emancipation. Starting {Mahila Sabha and

rehabilitating prostitutions will not solvethe
Side by side we must fight the’
people who deceive us with talk of feminine
virtue and frailty. OQur upper-class revivalists
are' especiaily: loud in ‘singing the praises of
labour. But they
people who drive cheap women’s labour’
The leaders in Gujarat for ~
example who act as touts for .the capitalists
condone the brutal usage of women even
pregnat women 'as heavy cart-pullers. But these
are the very people who shut their- wives
and sisters'at homes .or at the most allow
them to come ouf, in pearls and: chiffon, to
dispense sweets to slum children or take
about rehabilitating prostitutes.

\

are the very -



* socialism.

profitmaking,

The womens Movement As Part Of
The General Movement:

We must understand and appreciate that

the struggle for women’s ‘emancipa'tion is

close]y_linked with the division of labour,

is closely Mnked with private property.
Hence this movement must be part of- a
general ‘mass movement for the abolition

of all exploitation and domination, for
Jt is clear too from a look around

the world today, /that. the countries where

'women ate going the right dlrection towards

their emancipation, are the socialist countries.

Socialism is the path to the
pation of women because :

a) it is instrumental in . providing ]ObS
for the whole female sex,

b) it is instrumental for creatlng nons
socialized enterprises: “that
destroy household drudgery.

emanci-:

2

. ©) it is instrumental in the destruction
of the* ideology of the oppression of wo-
men because the ideology of socialism it-
seif is the end of all exploitation.
is not permissive-:
ness, yes, of course marriage will no longer
be a monetary  consideration, or an allia=
nce  between two families, but a working
partnership of chofce. In..our ideal society,
there will .be “no. opposing’ models.
Women (and men too) will be free to
receive a good, healthy education both
at home and at school; they will be free
to ‘take part' in sovial production and pub--
lic life ; they will be economlcally indepen-
dent; they will be relieved from
labour at home ; they will be rid of the
oppressing ideology that ruled {hem for
thousands of years ; and lﬁey will atleast
be proud of their feminity.

Freedom for: women

(616),¢

invisible
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land owners, capital-

ists and merchants, women cannot be the
equal of men even before the law.”
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SELECT SAYINGL‘%

“The outcome of to-day’s struggle is not 1mpmtanl What is decisive IS determln-
ation to strnggle which is maturing daily, the awareness of the m,ed for revolution-
ary change and the certainty of its possibility,”
: ]
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most eager to learn and. the least cnnscrvatlve in their thinking.”
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“In the final analysis, ‘the dividing line between ' revolutionary intellectuals and

nonrevolutionary or coeunter-revolutionary intellectuals is whether or not they are
w:]hng to integrate thcmselvcs w1th the workers’ and peasants and actually do so.”
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