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PREFACE

Tuc PRESENT thin  publication was planned during the
session 1974-75, when Professor Maheswar Neog of Gauhati
University was the President of Asam Sahitya-Sabha. Dr Neog
completed the first draft of the work even as he was relinqui-
shing presidentship at the end of his term. But then, contours
remained to be filled up as the want of records of the Sabha
acted as an agent of determent, This is mainly due to the fact
that the office and the library (and what a fine library it was!)
of the Sabha was thrown out of its house, the then Chandrakanta
Handiqui Hall, with the onset of the Second World War with
its particularly wicked impact upon South Asia. And it took
quite a time for the office and library to be rehabilitated in
their own abode. But even when that rehabilitating happened,
much of the wealth of books and records must have been lost.
This loss was indeed irreparable. This accounts for much of
the thinness in the description of the pre-War period of the
Sabhd’s history. Even then Professor Neog has done his best
to make the account as significantly full as possible. Herein,
however, we felt the need for the creation of a properly kept
archive of the Sabha, and we have already made a small begin-
ning in that direction:

We are very much grateful to Dr Neog for giving some
unquiet and frelting hours of his to this small publication of
ours even when we know that his hands are always full.

Dr Neog secks to convey through me his gratitude to the
Sabha’s active Assistant Secretary, Shri Amal Rajkhowd, and
the office staff at the Sabhad’s Jorhat office, for their making
available to him old records of the Sabha as and when found
necessary.  He would also thank “awefully”” his colleagues in
the Department of Assamese at Gauhati University—Srimati
Anima Dutta and Shii Bhabaprasad Chaliha—for their assistance.

The printers, Nabajiban Press, deserve our best thanks for
this co-operation in the task of bringing out this small but
difficult volume.

NAGEN SAIKIA,
General Secrctary,
Asam Sahitya-Sabhi

Chandrakanta Hand1qu1 Bhavan
Jorhat, Assam
2 FEBRUARY 1976
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A Significant Start :

26 aND 27 December 1917 saw the birth of Asam Sahitya-Sabha,
the premier literary and cultural organisation of the people of
Assam. It is significant that this birth should take place at
Sibsagar, where the first ever literary magazine in Assamese,
the Orunodoi ( Arunodaya), was started in January 1846 from
the first ever printing-press in Assam set up by a few American
Baptists, and which is the home town of Hemchandra Barua,
the writer of two grammars and two dictionaries of the language,
pronouncedly setting pace to modern Assamese vocabulary and
orthography, and Lakshminath Bezbaroa, the greatest figure in
twentieth century Assamese literature, '

THE year 1917 by itself is very significant. K. P. S. Menon, the
great Indian administrator and diplomat, communicating his good
wishes to the 1974 session of the Sabha, wrote : “I see that the
Asam Sahitya-Sabha was established in a historic year, the year
of the Great October revolution. This is an event which has
affected the minds of men and the trends in literature in many
parts of India ; and Assam is no exception.”
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Earlier Attempts :

THERE were earlier attempts to bring into being socie-
ties for the development of Assamese language and literature.
The most significant of these is the Assamese Language
Improvement Society, Asamiyd Bhasha-Unnati-Sadhini Sabha,
born on 25 August 1888 at Calcutta, This Sabhd of a handful
of mere college students soon made history for Assamese lite-
rature. Let me speak of its origin in the words of Lakshminath
Bezbaroa, one of the few of the ‘beginners of activities’, who
with his resourceful friend, Chandrakumar Agarwald, began
publishing the epoch-making monthly Jondki from Calcutta
from Margasirsa 1810 Saka, February 1889

“THE Assamese students of Calcutta had a tea club, called Tea
Party, which had its sitting in the evening of every Saturday
in the lodge of any of the members with the object primarily
to create mutual fellow-feeling among themselves. And thus

. there took place discussions on- topics conducive to the good

of the country. The result of these discussions was the birth
of the Asamiya Bhasj-Unnati-Sadhini Sabha. A study of the
history of the world will show that almost all the great things
of the world had their origin in such small things. The Coffee
Houses of the days of Johnson and Addison were the breeding
ground of a good number of important events in Europe, Asia
and America. Here also it is possible that the young plant,
the Asamiya Bhasa-Unnati-Sadhini Sabhd, having sprouted out
of the humble Tea Party of the Assamese youth will some day
spread out its foliage to cover a hundred yojanas. This an
Assamese with an ever-aspiring and optimistic heart cannot but
hope. In a sitting of the Tea Party at 67, Mirzapur Street, in
the month of Bhadra in the Saka year 1810 (25 August 1888),
a resolution was adopted to constitute a society for the improve-
ment of the Assamese language, and the execution of this
resolution led to the birth of the Asamiya Bhasa-Unnati-Sadhini
Sabha.

“THE object of the Sabha was the improvement of the Assamese
language and that is why the Sabhd was christened Asamiya
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Bhasa-Unnati-Sadhini Sabhd ( Assamese L.anguage Improvement
Society ). ‘The Sabha’s objects were to see how the tender
mother-tongue might grow up to maturity ; how it (the mother-
tongue ) might reach the heights of other rich and prosperous
languages of the world and illumine with its glorious rays the
face of the poor and backward Assam, as also to see how it
might attain a state of strength and vivacity in place of the
present weak, sickly and decayed condition.

“In order to atttain this object the Sabhd has been trying to
bring together all the manuscripts available in the Assamese
language. It is also the look-out of the Sabha that no old manus-
cript is destroyed but that all of them are gradually brought
out in print. It will be the purpose of the Sabha to attract the
altention of the authorities in the Education Department of
Assam to the need for making Assamese the medium of instruc-
tion in all types of schools throughout Assam and providing
facilities to the Assamese children to get their education freely
in their mother-tongue ; to run movements in order to do away
with text-books with wrong grammar and spelling from- the
schools and to replace them by proper ones; to write commen-
taries upon and add critical notes, where necessary, to the works
of the old writers and poets like Sridhara Kandali and
Sankaradeva ; to render into Assamese or prepare in Assamese
summaries of the important works in Sanskrit and other
languages ; to write out a comprehensive history of Assam by
collecting different accounts of religious, social and political
life of the people and of the khels (workers’ guilds) and mels
(royal estatesy and of rural and other life in ancient and modern
times ; to find out easy methods by which the three #’s may be
introduced amongst all sections of the people including the lowest
grades ; to increase interest of the people in reading newspapers ;
and to establish one single literary language for the whole of
Assam.,”*

! Translated from Lakshminath Bezbaroa, Mor Jiwan-Sowaran, by
Bhabaprasad Chaliha in Lakshminath Bezbaroa, the Sahityarathi of
Assam, ed. by Maheswar Neog for Gauhati University, 1972, pp. 70-f.
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It may be claimed with much justice that Asam Sahitya-Sabha
inherited the role, the objectives and responsibilities, as well as
the national character of Asamiya Bhasha-Unnati-Sadhini Sabha.
With the first organisers of the latter leaving Calcutta it fell
into shade: even though Asamiya Bhasha-Unnati-Sadhini
Sabhas were set up at Tezpur, Gauhati, Nowgong and other
towns of Assam, these scarcely could keep up the ideals and
activities of the original Sabha of Calcutta. It is, however,
significant that these Sabhas got themselves affiliated to Asam
Sahitya-Sabhd, as soon as the latter was formed.

EVEN prior to A. Bha. U. Sa. Sabha (Asamiya Bhasha-Unnati-
Sadhini Sabhd) there were efforts at building up literary asso-
ciations of the Assamese people. The Caleuita of the hour was
honeycombed with the growth of different literary groups and
societics. In Assam in general, and in Sibsagar in “particular
there were sporadic emergences of small societies meant to
culture literature in particular and modern knowledge in general,
even though Assam was far removed from the fertilising
influence of the West under which Calcutta sprang up into
a new, vigorous life. with the first missionary school established
there in 1755, the first college started in 1800 and a university
in 1858. The Orunodoi in the very first year of its existence,
that is, 1846, reports matters about a Giyan Sabha (a name in
line with the Society for the Acquisition of General Knowledge
of Calcutta, 1808-) of Sibsagar. Some enthusiasts of Sibsagar
organised another society, Asam Deg¢-hitaisi Sabha, in 1858,
Gangagovinda Phukan, a celebrity of Sibsagar, set up the Jiidna-
pradayini Sabha at Sibsdgar and in 1872 the Asamiya Chitarar
Sahitya Sabba at Calcutta. At Gauhati some leading members
of the public organised the Gauhati School Club in 1869. It is
remarkable that all these activities were carried on at a time
when the Assamese language was under a shade, having been.
dropped in 1836 from its position as a medium of administration
and of education in schools started by the new British rulers
of the country.

It must be said to the credit of the leaders of the American
Baptist Mission in Assam that it is mainly their efforts that
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inspired and sustained the lovers of Assamese language and
literature in their attachment and work for that language and
literature. It was in 1867, when the fate of the native tongue
was hanging in the official balance, that Rev. Miles Bronson
said in the preface to his Achamiyi-Ingraji Abhidhan with great
cenfidence “Thirty years have thus elapsed now; but the
Assamese language still flows on like the waters of the
Brahmaputra.” It appears that such a belief worked in the hearts
of those who laboured on the setting up of literary organisations,
no matter what the Government did with the language. All the
same, individuals like Dr Bronson and Anandaram Dhekiyal
Phukan continued their efforts for the reinstatement of the
Assamese language in the schools and law courts of Assam.
Finally in 1873 the reinstatement was ordered in five districts
of the Brahmapuira valley. Hemchandra ~Barua, Gunabhiram
Barugd, Lambodar Bara and others now wrote for school children,
and in their general writings they created modern Assamese
prose of a sterling quality. But the thrill of a new literature
with the deep human eclement was still to be felt; and for this
we have to wait till the starting of the Jonaki in 1888 and the
birth of the A. Bha. U. Sa. Sabha. The Sabha chalked out a
sort of national programme for the development of language
and literature and marvellously succeeded in it within the few
brief years of its activity. ’

Soon after the birth of A. Bha. U. Sa. Sabha there sprang up
another organisation, A.S.L. Club ( Assamese Students’ Literary
Club ) at Calcutta. It had a branch at Gauhati when Cotton
College was started there in 1900, '

WHEN the Jondki and A. Bha. U. Sa. Sabbd group slowly dis-
persed about the turn of the century, there was no attempt at
the reorganisation of its members and resources, and the journal
had to be taken to Gauhati for management, which lasted but
a few years there too.

INTELLECTUALS in the leading towns of Assam now began feeling
the necessity of having an all-Assam association for Assamese
language and literature. The feeling became very acute in the
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second decade of this century, and attempts began ftrequently,
though not successfully, to be made to organise such a body.

IN 1914 Chandranath Sarma, a young nationalist leader, initiated
discussions in the A. Bha. U. Sa. Sabha of Gauhati to build up
such an organisation ; but opinions got into variance and the
motion was lost.

IN July 1915 literary men from different parts of Assam ‘met
in the Bisturam Barua Hall at Jorhat with Phanidhar Chaliha
of Sibsagar in the chair on the occasion of a State exhibition
organised under the direction of Col. P. R, T. Gurdon, Commis-
sioner of the Assam Valley. Some literary discussions were held
in the meeting ; but the matter seems to have ended there.
That very year Padmanath Bhattacharyya Vidyavinod of
Kamaripa-Sasanavali fame raised the question of forming an
Asam Sahitya Sammilan and sending delegates from that
Sammilan to the Vangiya Sahitya Sammilan in a meeting of the
Gauhati A. Bha. U. Sa. Sabha. The proposal got support from
the young writers; but it was frustrated on the disagreement
of the leading members. On 30 December 1915 a literary con-
ference was organised under the chairmanship of Phanidhar
Chaliha at Dibrugarh, where on the few preceding days was
held a session of the Assam Association, a well-established poli-
tical organisation of the day with moderate views.* This was
joined by Satyanath Bara, Padmanath Barua (later Gohain-Barua)
and Benudhar Rajkhowa among the writers. All who came to

.the Assam Association Conference were glad to stay on for this

literary meet.

1 Assam Association was started within the first few years of the
present century, that js, in 1903, by public-spirited persons, Rija
Prabhatchandra Barua Bahadur of iGauripur (the father of the great film-
maker, Pramatheschandra Barua), who presided over the first plenary
session at Dibrugarh in 1905, Manikchandra Barua of Gauhati, Secretary
of the organisation for quite a considerable period. Rai Babadur
Jagannath Barua of Jorhat, Ghanasyam Barui of Golaghat and others.
Another association, Sarvajanik Sabhd, had also its origin at Jorhat
in 1875. It appears that both these organisations sent up delegates
to the early sessions of Indian National Congress from time to time.
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18 1916 on the occasion of the Gauhati session of the Assam
Association Chandrandth Sarma and other literary enthusiasts
managed to hold an Asamiya Chatrar Sahitya-Sammilan (literary
conference of Assamese students) and invited all literary men
of Assam besides college and school students to attend the
Sammilan. The meeting, held with Lakshminath Bezbaroa in the
chair, was a success. :dut the permanent association established by
a resolution of the meeting came to be termed not a Sahitya-
Sabha but Asam Chatra Sammilan ( Assam Students’ Conference ).
This body ran a glorious existence in the ’twenties when the
Non-co-operation Movement of Mahatma Gandhi stirred the
young generation to a new phase of national life.

WuiLE the efforts of the students had this fructification, some
young writers and poets of Gauhati invited litterateurs from the
town as well as from other parts of Assam and met in a small
gathering, presided over by Suryyakumar Bhuyan, in the private
residence of a young lawyer sometime in 1917, and after a detailed
discussion decided that a literary association must at all costs
be formed in spite of the opposition from the few, who always
put obstruction on the way to such an action, and that the pro-
posed association must have its inception in December that very
year when the Assam Association met at Sibsagar. An organis-
sing committee with Chandranath Sarma, ever up and doing,
as its Secretary, was set up. Urgent appeals were sent out to
the Sibsagar members of the Assam Association and - other
literary men of the place to take preliminary steps in the matter,
But Sibsigar had not awaited appeals from other quarters to
take the initiative ; for, a public meeting, held on 28 September
1917 with the Barrister, Taraprasad Chaliha, in the chair, decided
to convene an Asam Sahitya-Sammilan in December in the
pandal to be raised for the purpose of the Assam Association
session to be held there. Padmanath Barua (later Gohain-Barua),
the editor of the monthlies, Bijuli (Calcutta, 1890-1892)
and Usha (Tezpur, 1907-1916 ) was called upon to preside over
the deliberations. A Reception Committee was set up for this
particular purpose with Gunjanan Barua, one of the four persons
responsible for an early, magnificent rendering of Shakespeare’s
Comedy of Errors into Assamese, Bhramaranga (in the 1890-s),
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as Chairman and a young lawyer with a fine taste for art and
literature, Lakshmikanta Barua, as Secretary.

The First Sammilan, Sibsagar, 1917 :

THE Asam Sahitya-Sabha was now a reality. It had its first

sammilan, open conference, on 26 and 27 December 1917 at
Sibsagar. The president presented his very much neat presi-
dential address in a printed form. The gathering of eight
hundred - people on the occasion was considered large in those
days, even though it might be called very thin to-day, when
thousands, going very nearly upon a lac of people, assemble in
the annual conferences of the Sabha. The report has it that
four “beautiful” essays were read out and these included
asamiyd bhasha (The Assamese language) by Ratnakanta
Barkdkati (later to be known as a good poet) of Nowgong,
kirtanar  sahitya-sausthava  (‘The literary  excellences  of
Sankaradeva’s Kirtana-ghosa) by Saratchandra Goswami, and
asamiya sahitya aru musalmdan (Assamese literature and Muslims)
by Moslehuddin Ahmed of Nowgong. The Sabha thus made
a magnificent start and adopted certain rules for its own conduct.
As many as 10 Sdkha-sabhas (affiliated organisations) and 2
svikrita-sabhas (“recognised” bodies ) were registered. The Exe-

cutive Committee of the Sabha, now formed, included many

writers from different districts of Assam who later became
Presidents of the Sabha or made a great mark in the literary
annals of the country—Lakshminath Bezbaroa, Satyanath Bara,
Chandradhar Barua, Ambikagiri Raychaudhuri, Mafizuddin
Ahmed Hazarika, Nilmani Phukan, Amritbhiishan Adhikari,
Ratnakanta Barkakati, Gunjanan Barua, Durgeswar Sarma,
Radhanath Phukan, Indreswar Barthakur, Simhadatta Deva
Adhikari and others. Saratchandra Goswami was made General
Secretary. Sibsagar Natya Samaj performed Lakshmindth
Bezbarod’s drama, Jaymati Kiwari, on the occasion.

The Second Conference, Goalpara, 1918 :

THE second annual conference met at Goalpara on 27, 28 and
29 December 1918 in the pandal set up for that year’s session of

THE THIRD SAMMILAN, BARPETA, 1919 9

the Assam Association with Chandradhar Barua made President
at the last moment as the duly elected person, Hemchandra
Goswami, had an accident and could not attend the conference.
It is interesting to find from the General Secretary’s report that for
the year immediately preceding the conference the accounts showed
an income of Rs. 162. 12a. 6p. only and an expenditure of
Rs. 106. Oa. 3p. only. An appeal was, therefore, made to the
gathering in the conference for contributions to the Sabha’s fund,
when a total of Rs. 2,242 was promised and Rs. 647 received in
cash on the spot. A hundred delegates came and joined the
deliberations and elected Padmanath Barud, the President of the
Sibsagar session, to be the following year’s General Secretary.
The Sabhd made a request to the Government of Assam to appoint
a whole-time Professor of Assamese at Cotton College in place of
the then existing part-time Lecturer so that proper investigations
might be carried on into Assamese language and literature. The
Government of Assam turned down the request saying that “the
Government do not favour the conversion of the part-time lecture-
ship in Assamese in the Cotton College to a whole-time Profes-
sorship. The question will engage further consideration when
University arrangements are being revised.””> The open confer-
ence resolved to bring out a journal of the Sabha; but things
took time for this to take shape. The Sabha requested the
Government of Assam to give it power to nominate a member
of the Assamese Text-Book Committee ; but the Government did
not comply.®

. The Third Sammilan, Barpeta, 1919 :

TuEg third annual conference of the Sabha was held at Barpeta
on 26 and 27 Decemeber 1919 with Kaliram Medhi, who brought
out the first critical text of an old poetical work, Prahrada-
charita (1916), and later wrote the voluminous Asamiya Vyakaran
aru Bhashdrativa. A call was given for contributions to the
Sabha’s fund, and this brought in promises of Rs. 1,176 and cash

2 The Second Secretary to the :Government of Assam’s Memo. No.
3919, dated 6 October 1921, to the General Secretary, Assam Literary
Conference.

3 loc. cit,
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payment of Rs. 501 only. Satyanath Bara, the prose writer of
Gauhati, became the new General Secretary. The confcrence
adopted a number of resolutions. By one the Sabha decided to
bring out a second edition of Hemchandra Barua’s standard and
authoritative Assamese. dictionary, Hemkogh (1901); but when
in course of the next two years the Sabha’s Central Committee
with its hcadquarters at Gauhati and, then, Jorhat tried to
negotiate in the matter with copyright-holders of the Abhidhan,
several baffling questions came on the way to action, even though
an enterprising publisher, Sivanath Bhattacharya, was ready to
publish it.

The Fourth Sammilan, Tezpur, 1920 :

AsaM Sahitya-Sabhd gathered for its fourth annual meet at Tezpur
on 28 and 29 December 1920 in the pandal built for the Assam
Association Conference, Hemchandra Goswami, one of the Jondki
pioneers, later to be known for his historical investigations,
presiding. Saratchandra Goswami was clected General Secretary
for the session, 1920-21. He was re-elected in the four ensuing
annual conferences and remained in that office till October 1927.
The conference resolved to bring out Mahamahopadhyaya
Dhireswaracharya  Kaviratna’s work on Sanskrit metrics,
Vrittamarijari ; but even though promises of donations for the
purpose were made, the scheme did not come to bear fruit.
This book was later published by the Government of Assam in
the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies. From
the beginning of 1921 onwards the Sabha’s Central Committee
had Jorhat as its headquarters. The next annual conference was
to meet at Jorhat in December 1921, for which all preparations
were made ready. But then the Non-co-operation Movement of
1921 took the country by storm, and the Central (Executive)
Committee and the Reception Committee decided to postpone

the holding of the conference. For about two years the Sabha

and its branches were in a torpor. The different tasks proposed
to be undertaken in the Tezpur conference remained untouched.
The Central Committee, however, decided on 20 September 1922
to have the central office of the Sabha at Jorhat and very soon
a fulfilment of the decision seemed to be near at hand when
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Radhanath Goswami of Badulipar paid a sum of Rs. 2,000
towards the Sabha’s fund for the building of a sahitya-mandir
to be named after his mother, Kamala Devi.

The Fifth Sammilan, Jorhat, 1923 :

THE Sabhd had its fifth annual session in the Jorhat Government
High School at 4 p.M. on 31 March 1923 and 1 p.M. on 1 April
1923,  Amritbhushan Adhikari, the Sattradhikdra of Dalgoma-
sattra in the Goalpara district and the able writer of a commen-
tary on Madhavadeva’s Namaghosi ( Sriman-ngmaghosha ), pre-
sided. The gathering of a thousand people in the school hall
signified at that hour a great event. The conference inter alid
decided to have the Sabhd registered under the Act for the
Registration of Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies ( Act
XXI of 1860), to have the Sabha’s central office at Jorhat and
to build its house with Radhdnath Goswami’s donation. The
registration was done on 17 March 1924, members of the
Executive Committee (all 20 of them being, according to the
then existing rules, residents of Jorhdt) having signed the
Memorandum of Association, which stated the objects of the.
Sabha as below :

“THE objects for which the Association is established are :

“(1) To effect.all round improvement of the Assamese
Language and Literature.

“(a) To revise and bring up-to-date the Assamese
Dictionary and Grammar.

“(b) To encourage the research in and study of the
Ancient Assamese Literature, such as old puthis, buranjees,
bargeet, folk-lore and proverbs ( phakaras).

“(¢) To publish and encourage the publicatioh of
works on subjects in which the Assamese Literature is-
generally poor .

“(d) To publish or assist in the publication of useful
works by authors who cannot afford to do so themselves.

“le) To prepare gramophone records of bona fide
ancient Assamese tunes. ‘
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“(f) To grant scholarships, rewards or prizes for
encouraging the study and culture of Music and Arts.

“(g) To publish a periodical organ of the Sabha.

“(hy To carty on propaganda work for the spread of
the study and research in the Assamese Language and
Literature among the general public.

“(2) To invite and collect subscriptions and donations from
the public for the aforesaid objects.

“(3) To hold and manage all funds raised for the above
objects.

“(4) To hold as trustees such trusts which may be created
in favour of the Sabha, either singly or along with other
trustees nominated by the creator of the trusts, in further-
ance of any of the objects of the Sabha.

“(5) To purchase or acquire on lease or in exchange or on
hire or by gift or otherwise, of all real and personal
property and any rights or privileges necessary or conveni-
ent for the purpose of the Sabha.

“(6) To sell, improve, manage and develop all or any part
of the property of the Sabha.

“(7) To do all such other things as are incidental or con-
ducive to the attainment of the above objects of the Sabha
or any of them, including the.founding and maintaining
of libraries, museums, laboratories, studentships, and
chairs on literary, scientific, philosophical and theological
subjects.”

IN counting through these objectives so ambitiously set by- the
founders of the Sabha before themselves one might not perhaps
help being reminded of the task which the A.Bha. U. 84. Sabha
made the resolve to undertake thirty-five years before
this. That is the legacy—may be hard, may be pleasant and
tich-—which the A.Bha. U, Sa. Sabhid left—may not be by a deed
of will—for Asam Sahitya-Sabha. That is anyway a torch which,
the pioneers of modern Assamese letters lighted at Calcutta and
fed with the intense fuel of an insular patriotism and which,
still ablaze, was taken up voluntarily by the organisers ( some of
- them being of the old Jondki generation) of the Sahitya-Sabha
into their hands. o

10463
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ON 22 March 1924 was acquired a plot of land with an area
of 1 bigha, 4 kathas and 2 lechas, at Jorhat, on which the Sabha’s
central office is now situate.* As Radhakanta Handique offered
to donate Rs. 25,000 (soon raised to Rs. 30,000) towards an
endowment in the name of his two late-lamented sons,
Chandrakanta and Indrakanta ( younger brothers of the renowned
Sanskritist, Professor Krishnakanta Handiqui), enabling the
Sabhd to have its Jorhat house, it was decided to divert
Radhinath Goswami’s donation to an endowment to help the
publication of literature for children to perpetuate the memory
of his mother, Kamala Devi. His Holiness the Adhikdr
Goswami of Dakhinpat-sattra promised a contribution of
Rs. 5,000. This donation was made into the Dakhinpat Adhikar
Goswami Endowment Fund, the trust deed for which was
registered later on 18 August 1926.

The Sixth Sammilan, Dibrugarh, 1924 :

DiBrUGARH organised the sixth conference on 19 and 20 April
1924, Kanakldl Barud, a pioneer of the Jondki days, later to
be a Minister of Assam and a historian of note, was elected to
preside. A Music Section was organised for the first time, and!
this had the famous musician and theatre artist, Indreswar
Barthakur, as president.” During the ensuing year, meaning only
eight months, the work of compilation of a dictionary of the

4The land belonged to the Public Works Department of the
Government of Assam, and was received through the kind courtesy of
the Chief Engineer of Assam, O.H.Desenne, who readily agreed to
the proposal of the Sabha, placed before him by a few of iis members,
and on 11 February 1924 wrote as Ofliciating Secretary to the
Government in the Public Works Department in his letter, No. 2203B,
to relinquish this site adjacent to the Executive Engineer’s office grounds.
The plot came under 30-year periodic patta, No. 258 (vide Executive
Committee proceedings of 3 April 1938). ’

51t was a remarkable event that His Holiness the Sattradhikara of
the Gadamur-sattra (Pitambar Devagoswami), who joined the Gandhi
movement and courted imprisonment in jail, graced this session of the
Sabha, held at the George Institute, with his august presence. The
Goswamis of the big and rich sattras scarcely or never made such
public appearance. The Music Section was called the first sessiofi .'c‘ff’ :
Asam Sangita-Sangha. K/

f|
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Assamese language, to be styled as Chandrakanta Abhidhan, was
started in right earnest. Several persons (like Rudrakanta
Goswami and Kohiram Das, the latter having worked for 3 years
up to the end of November 1927) were employed as compilers
( sarmgrahaka) from time to time under a Dictionary Committee
supervising the ~work.® The donor of the fund, Radhakinta
Handique, exerted himself a great deal in supervising and pushing
the work on; and even his young scholar son, Krishnakanta
Handiqui, was found offering a helping hand. The Sabha started
on a plan of collection of old Assamese manuscripts ; but even
though the work was continued till the year 1928, not many
books were collected.

The Seventh Sammilan, Gauhati, 1924 :

THE seventh Sammilan was held on the Latasil field of Gauhati
on 27, 28 and .29 December 1924. It had the unique distinc-
tion of having the greatest Assamese literary figure of modetn
times, namely, Lakshminath Bezbarod, in the chair. He
presented his presidential address, which has never since been
surpassed in its range and content, in his inimitable style.” The

6 The name of Devananda Bharali also is found mentioned in this
connection. Nakulchandra Bhuyan worked “with much enthusjasm” as
«Assistant Editor of the Abhidhan” from 25 February 1925 for more than
one year till his resignation was accepted by the Executive Committee on
6 April 1926. Rudrakanta Goswami was appointed as his substitute ;
but he left the work on 4 April 1928. Kohiram Das then worked
for 3 years as compiler (samgrahaka).

7The printed Agddress of Nagendranarayan Chaudhuri, the
President of the Music Section, was read out as he himself could not
be present. As many as six papers and poems were presented in the
open conference. The benefactors of the Sabha—the . Dakhinpat-
sattradhikara, Radhakanta Handique and Radhanith Goswami  of
Badulipar—were recognised as patrons ( hitaisi-sabhya) of the Sabha,
while Lakshminath Bezbarod, Hemchandra ~ Goswami, Padmanith
.Gohiin-Barua, Rajanikanta Bardalai, Xaliram Medhi, Iswarprasad
Barua and Gangaram Chaudhuris agreed to be - the first life-members
( sthayi-sabhya). Gauhati A. S. L. Club (Cotton College ) arranged a
reception for the President, delegates and other distinguished people,
who were addressed by Principal F. W, Sudmersen. There was a puppet
show in one evening. ~ Benudhar Sarma was appointed the Sabha’s
prachdraka for some time on a monthly remuneration of Rs. 30.

THE LIGHTH SAMMILAN, NOWGONG, 1925 15

Sabhd made a resolution to set up a memorial plaque in front
of the last abode of Hemchandra Barua, the great lexicographer
of Hemkosh, at Gauhati. This decision was carried into action
in the ensuing session. On 28 January 1925 a trust deed was
executed, creating the Chandrakanta Indrakanta Memorial
Endowment Fund with Rs. 30,000, donated by Radhakanta
Handique. The deed specified that out of this money
“Rs. 15,000/- shall be utilised in constructing a suitable house
to be called the Chandrakanta Institute at the site in the Town
of Jorhat, which the Sabha has obtained from the Government
of Assam” and that “the said house shall rest absolutely on
trust in the Board” of Trustees constituted for the purpose “on
condition that the Sabha shall have the right to locate its office,
library, museum, reading club and such other literary equip-
ments and to hold its meetings therein provided that the study
and development of Assamese literature and the research work
connected continue always to be sole aim and object of the
Sabha to the satisfaction of the Board.”” The remaining
Rs. 15,000 was invested in income-tax-free bonds, of which the
interest alone should be wused in compiling and publishing the
proposed Chandrakdnta Abhidhdn and a history of Assam or
such other work to perpetuate the memory of Indrakdnta. With
the help of the donation received from the Dakhinpat
Sattradhikar Goswami arrangements were made to edit and
publish $ri-sri-Deva-Ddamodara-charitra of Nilakantha Disa.

The Eighth Sammilan, Nowgong, 1925 :

NOwGONG saw the eighth annual conference of the Sahitya-
Sabha on 27, 28 and 29 December 1925 with Jnanadabhiram
Barooah, Principal, Earle (now Gauhati University) Law
College, to preside over it. The Sabha had a History Section
meeting for the first time and had Hiteswar Barbaruia to
preside over it.® The Sabha decided to bring out its journal

8 It may be mentioned that Professor Suryakumar Bhuyin was the
Reception President of the History Section, which decided to continue
its sessions from now. onwards on all occasions of the Sabha’s Sammilans.
Balinarayan Barua, the athlete of Jorhat, exhibited physical feats one
afternoon. He repeated his performance in the Dhubri Sammilan also.
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and elected Chandradhar Baruda to be the Editor. The Asam-
Sahitya-Sabha-Patrikd started publication as a quarterly journal
from A§vina-Agrahayana, 1849 Saka, and contained literary
writings and reports of the Sabha’s activities from the beginning.
Roseswar Sarma, a teacher of Jorhat, received a prize for his
Kathii-Mahibhdrata, written for children, from the Kamala Devi
endowment. On 2 December 1926 the Governor of Assam, Sir
John Xerr, declared open the Chandrakanta Institute (now
Chandrakanta Handiqui Bhavan ) built on Radhdkanta Handique’s
donation, in a neat little ceremony. ’

The Ninth Sammilan, Bhubri, 1926 :

THE Sabha had its ninth annual session on 29 and 30 December
1926 at Dhubri. Benudhar Rajkhowa, a writer of the Jondki
generation, presided. The president’s forthright address® generated
some heat. Two special features of the Dhubri Conference was
the History Section, presided over by Professor Suryakumar
Bhuyan, in which, Khan Amanatullah Ahmed Chaudhuri of
-Cooch Bchar, the author of Kochbihdrer Itihds (in Bengali),
presented a paper and a Philosophy Section, held for the first
time and repeated only once in 1936. Lakshminath Bezbaroa
read a paper on the ancient glory of Goalpara in the main
conference. It may also be noted that there was the perfor-
mance of two dramas in the two nights following the literary
deliberations—Ambikagiri Raychaudhuri’s Jayadratha-vadha and
Lakshmindath Bezbarod’s classic, Jayamati-kiwari.

IT may not be due to the efforts or up to the expectation of
the Sabha that the Government now appointed a Lecturer in
Assamese in Cotton College in 1926 ; but the Sabha insisted in
its communications to the Governmént in the appointment of
a Professor.  Sri-§ri-Deva-Damodara-charitra was now pub-
lished from the fund furnished by the Dakhinpat-sattradhikar,
and arrangements were now. being made for the publication of
SiT-§ri-Vanamalideva-charitra.  From the Kamala Devi Endow-
ment Fund*® Binandachandra Barua’s Mahdrdj Narandrdyana,

®The address covered more than two hours in its feading.
10 The endowment trust deed was executed later on 4 January 1931.
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. meant for children, was accepted for publication. These are,
it may be noted, the first publications of the Sabha. The Sabha
declared a prize for competition in the novel; and this was
won by Dandinath Kalita with his Sadhana.

The Tenth Sammilan, Goalpara, 1927 :

Tue Sdhitya-Sabha gathered for the tenth time in the theatre
hall at Goalpara on 8 and 9 October 1927 with Tarunram Phukan,
the nationalist leader responsible for ushering in the Non-co-
. Fperation Movement into Assam, as President. In the ensuing

| lvear the Sabhi obtained an annual grant of Rs. 1,000 for the
| first time from the Government of Assam.

he Eleventh Sammilan, Jorhat, 1929 :

THE eleventh Sammilan was held on 30 and 31 March 1929 at
Jorhat with the thinker, poet and writer, Kamalakanta
Bhattacharya as President. Dr Ziauddin Ahmed, formerly Vice-
Chancellor of Aligarh University, addressed the conference on
the second day. The Sabha “thanked Sir Laurie Hammond for
advising Mymensingh immigrants to adopt Assamese in reply

, to their address.”
t

"The Twelfth Sammilan, Golaghat, 1930 :

THE Sabha had its eleventh annual session at Golaghat in March
1930. The poet, Mafizuddin Ahmed Hazarika, was president.
The Government discontinued the annual grant of Rs. 1,000 in
1930.

The Thirteenth Sammilan, Sibsagar, 1931 :

SIBSAGAR organised the thirteenth annual conference of the Sabha
in the lasf® week of December 1931. Zamindar Nagendranarayan
Chaudhuri, the noted short story writer, was in the chair.
Lakshminath Bezbaroa was felicitated by the Sabhda as a great
litterateur with an abhinandana-patra. The Sabha condemned
Calcutta University for the exclusion of Sanskrit from the list
of compulsory subjects in the curriculum for the Matriculation

2
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of Dacca University. Maharaj Churachand Singh of Manipur
graced the occasion with his presence.

THE conference was followed by a period of stupor, caused partly
by internal weaknesses'* and partly by the situation created by
vartaman avastha tanakiyal karir  udde§yere dru sabhar sthayitva
rakshar nimitte). Goalpara, which- invited the eighteenth conference,
also pleaded inability to organise it. The “special conference” was held
in the Chandrakanta Handique Hall on 8 and 9 April 1939 with 16
members present and Heramba Prasid Barua presiding. Its main action
was to revise drastically the constitution of the Sabha in a wholesale
way and in so doing the meeting touched upon the Memorandum of
Association as well—only 2 members disagreeing to the changes. This
“special” meeting went so far as to declare wulira vires the Tezpur Con-
ference’s decision to stop the circulation of the two publications of
the Sabha, which "were under a cloud of controversy. The Executive
Committee was replaced by a new set; Rameswar Barua was re-elected
as General Secretary.

The new Executive engaged itself in discussions of the principles of
Assamese spelling, sought to be introduced by the Inspector of Schools,
Assara Valley Circle (S. C. Goswami). As ‘Goalpara was still not in
a position to have the Conference, the Executive of the Sabha formed
a Reception Committee with a view to having the Conference at Jorhat,
and on 26 July 1940 declared Dr M. I. Bora elected as President,
While its previous sitting of 1 July 1940 had decided "to hold an “annual
general sitting” (varsik sadharan adhivedan), this proposed sitting was
beld as the “first annual sitting” on 27 and 28 July 1940 in Chandrakanta
Handique Hall with Jahiruddin Ahmed in the chair, and set aside all
objections to the “special conference” and elected Purnananda Pathak
as new General Secretary.

14 Protests were mounted against the convening of, and the action
taken by, the “special conference” of 8 and 9 April 1939 and the
“first general (annual) sitting” of 27 and 28 July 1940 especially
by Sibsdgar Sdhitya-Sabha, then a very -active organisation working
particularly in the matter of the 1941 census, sought to be vitiated by
vested interests (this altivity being praised later on by the General
President of the next Sammilan). When the Sabha met at Jorhit for
its eighteenth annual conference on 27 and 28 December 1940, the
protestants made such an impress that the advocates of the “special
conference” and ‘“general sitting” had to strike a compromise; and
the plenary session adopted resolutions instituting a Tribunal of 5
persons—2 retired judges, 2 retired magistrates and an advocate—to go
into these questions. No election of office-bearers and the Executive
was held. But while the acts of the Executive Committee was thus
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the Second World War. Jorhat became a scene of much activity
for the army of the Allies. The Sabhd was thrown out of its|
own home, Chandrakanta Handiqui Hall, when the office an'd
library had to be carried with some difficulty to a private resi-
dence. This caused great damage to the Sabha—particularly to
the library, when many rare and exceedingly valuable books were
lost.

Once more the Sabhd was held in the grip of “constitutional
anomalies.” ~An enquiry Tribunal was instituted. In another

~ “special” session of the Sabha in February 1942 with Nilmani

Phukan in the chair the Tribunal’s findings were accepted
inasmuch as the General Secretary elected in the interim period
was removed from office, being replaced by his predecessor
elected in 1937. '

under fire and sub judice, it held a “second annual sitting” (dvitiya
virsik adhive$an) on 26 July 1941 with 12 members (10 of them being
from Jorhat) present and with Chandradhar Barud in the chair. As
the Tribunal itself raised objections to the convening of this sitting,
its proceedings had to be seriously curtailed. On 23 October 1941
the Tribunal heard the two General Secretaries, who held office over
the period of dispute (Rameswar Barva and Purnananda Sarma
Pathak), on behalf of the official stand, and Nilmani Phukan, the
spokesman “in behalf of delegates of last Sammilan of Assam Sahitya
Sabha held at Jorhat on 28 and 29th December, 1940” and examined
their statements in writing. The arbiters passed their verdict finally
on 18 Decermber 1941 that the action of the “special conference” of
8 and 9 April 1939 in amending the constitution of the Sabhd and in
quashing the decision of the Tezpur Sammilan (1936) to stop the cir-
culation ‘of the two publications from the Dakhinpat Adhikar Goswami
trust was ultra vires and, therefore, void.

On 4 April 1942 the Executive Committee convened an “emergent
special sitting” (jarwl vides adhive§an) of the Sabba. Twenty-one
members were present, and Nilmani Phukan was elected President on
the spot. The meeting, in accepting the verdict of the Tribunal without
any reservation whatsoever, directed the officiating General Secretary
(Sarma Pathak) to hand over charge on or before 15 April 1942 to
his predecessor ( Rameswar Barvua) or, failing him, the Assistant Secre-
tary elected (along with Barua) in the Gaubati Sammilan (1937), who
should convene a meeting of the old Executive Committee (constituted
in 1937) within a month,
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The Nineteenth Sammilan, Sibsagar, 1944 :

IN the midst of a deadening situation created by inner commo-
tions and the World War Sibsagar with the ever enterprising
Padmadhar Chaliha as the Secretary of an Organising (Reception)
Committee ventured to organise the nineteenth session of the
Sabha in October 1944—which virtually meant a rebirth of the
organisation, Nilmani Phukan was in the chair. The confer
ence decided to write the name of the Sabhd as Asam Sahitya-
Sabha ( wvgn @rfgea @ar ) in place of Asam Sahitya-Sabha
(‘Assam Sahitya Sabha’ when writing in English). It also

amended the Sabha’s constitution so that the duly elected

President of an annual conference remained as President of the
Sabha and of its Executive Committee for the whole of the
immediately ensuing year. The President thus became the chief
executive authority throughout the year in place of the General
Secretary as formerly, although the Sabha can sue and be-sued
still nmow in the latter’s name only. A new body, called
Asam Sahitya-Sabha Samiti (changed to Asam Sahitya-Sabha
Parishad in the next Conference), was created so that it could
advise the Executive Committee.’® Dimbeswar Neog, the poet
and literary historian, was elected to be the new General Secretary.,

THE new oﬁice-bearérs, however, had to start work from scratch
as the Chandrakanta Handiqui Hall was still in military occu-
pation and the outgoing General Secretary failed to hand over
any money or even any papers to them.'® They worked with

15 The Executive Committee was given a new shape by the amended
rule that out of fifteen of its members (excluding the President) six
only could be from Jorhat, the headquarters of the Sabha. It is seen
from the records that at least from 1938 besides the 21 members of the
Executive, all from Jorhat, there were the names of 24 other members
from 12 sub-divisions ; but they scarcely or never attended the meetings
( possibly because there was no provision for the Sabha’s meeting their
expenditure on that account). Ever since the promulgation of this
rule the predominance of members belonging to the place of the central
office ceased, giving a more democratic and comprehensive character
to the institution, :

16 The outgoing General Secrctary (Rameswar . Barua) and his
Executive Committee, now defunct, with all Jorhat rhembers, decided to
hold on to their office and refused to hand over charge to the new
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enthusiasm and at the end of their term the General Secretary
handed over to his successor an endowment fund of Rs. lO,QOO,
collected as subscription from a hundred newly made life-

“members, and a closing balance of Rs. 4,631.12a. 6p. in the

general fund after meeting all expenditures of t*le.year besides
manuscripts of a history of the Sabha, a descriptive catalogue

of Assamese literature, etc.

The Twentieth Sammilan, Dibrugarh, 1947 :

NiLmant Phukan presided over the twentieth Sammilan also
held at Dibrugarh on 4, 5 and 6 April 1947. Phukan attended
the Jaipur session of the Indian P.E.N. as delegate of the
Sabha, which was invited to join it.  There came "another
interregnum now, and the Sabha did not meet for nearly full

three years.

The Twenty-first Sammilan, Margherita, 1950 :

WheN the Sabha met in the out-of-the-way small town of
Margherita on 11 and 12 March 1950, there were not even 20
delegates to attend it, and all who did attend became oiiﬁc'ej
bearers and members of the Executive Committee. Ambi.kaglr.l
Raychaudhuri, the poet and patriot of the Asam-Sarrakshini
Sabhd, presided over the thinly attended conference ; but even
he could not infuse any strength into the organisation then o
thereafter. The Asam Sahitya-Sabhit Patrika, which was sus-
pended during the ungettled War days, was now sought to be

General Secretary and Executive Committee. They organised a ‘“special
sitting” of the Sabbha on 26 December - 1944 at the Jorhat theatre.
Keramat Ali was elected on the spot to the chair. Twenty-seven members
were present. The sitting declared the amendment of the Sabha’s cons-
titution done at the Sibsigar Sammilan as illegal and held that the
new office-bearers, elected’ according to the amended rules, had no right
to hold office. There was a second ‘‘special sitting” of the Sabba,
called by this old group, on 27 October 1947 with ten persons pre.sznt
and Jahiruddin Ahmed vpresiding, It considered the situation arising
now after the Dibrugarh Sammilan (April 1947), and lowered their flag of
a parallel government in deciding to accept the General Secretary and
Executive Committee coming to power.

3
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o revived in a ‘New Series’, but very soon it came to a halt again.
| The Margherita conference adopted a resolution demanding
Assamese as Assam’s official language. An Ali-Assam State

and it was observed with unprecedented enthusiasm, non-
Assamese speakers of Assam also enthusiastically joining the
observance. The Sabha sent out delegates to participate in the
All-India  Cultural Conference at Delhi in March 1951.
Kesavndrayan Dutt, the General Secretary, published a thin
booklet, The Asom Sahitya Sabha : A Brief History of the
Association and Its Work.

Tur annual conference was not held for more than three years
again now, and literary men began feeling an urge to remove
the slump.

The Twenty-second Sammilan, Shillong, 1953 :

As a result of this feeling, the Sammilan was organised at
Shillong, the then capital of Assam, on 8 and 9 November
1953, The famous writer and historian, Dr Suryakumar Bhuyan,
presided. The Government of Assam lent much support to
the organisation ; Governor Jairamdas Doulatram opened the
exhibition ; Chief Minister Bishnurdm Medhi inaugurated the
main conference ; Finance Minister Motirdim Bora was Chairman
of the Reception Committee ; Kuladhar Chaliha, the Assembly
Speaker, became president of the Cultural Section; and
Minister Rupnath Brahma inaugurated the History Section.
Kaka Saheb Kalekar addressed the first day’s open meeting.
There was much "enthusiasm among the citizens of Shillong.
Rev. B. M. Pugh, an eminent Khasi scholar, was President of
the Science Section. The constitution of the Sabhi was
thoroughly amended, and it was decided to have an emblem
of the organisation. Atulchandra Hazarikd was elected to be

the new General Secretary to be re-clected in the next two
conferences.

THE new Executive Committee with the abiding enterprise of the
General Secretary greatly succeeded in rehabilitating the Sabha

Language Day was declared by the Sabha on 16 July 1950,
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after the dissipation. The Government raised the annual grant
from Rs. 2,500 to Rs. 6,000. The Sabha published the pre-
Sankaradeva poet Harivara Vipra’s Lava-KuSar Yuddha, criti-
cally edited by Maheswar Neog, from the Dakhinpat Adhikar
Goswami Endowment Fund. The old manuscripts earlier
collected by the Sabhd were made over to the Department of
Historical & Antiquarian Studies, Assam, on loan. The task
of the second edition of Chandrakanta Abhidhan was entrusted
to Gauhati Unijversity. The Executive Committee lent support
to Dharanidhar Basumatari, who tried to move the Assam
Legislative Assembly to adopt Assamese as the State’s official
language. It sent a delegate to the UNESCO’s Indian National
Commission, The Committee also resolved that the Sabha
should have its own land and house at Gauhati.

The Twenty-third Sammilan, Jorhat, 1954-55 :

Tue Sabha met again at Jorhat on 31 December 1954 and
1 January 1955 with the poetess, Nalinibala Devi, in the chair.
The conference conferred the title of Kavya-bharati on the
poetess, Dharmeswarl Devi Baruani. The Sabha published Dr
S. K. Bhuyan’s Buraiijimulak Prabandhar Talika ( Bibliography
of historical essays in Assamese) with the help of a grant from
the Department of Historical & Antiquarian Studies, Assam,
Asam Sahitya-Sabhar Bhiashanavali, Volume 1 ( Addresses of
the General Presidents of the Sammilans up to the twelfth),
and Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki, Vol. I, with the addresses and
an account of the Jorhat Sammilan. The Sabha presented
memoranda before the State Reorganisation Commission and the
Official Language Commission of Government of India. The one
addressed to the SRC ( Assam’s Case before the Stdates Reorgani-
sation Commission, mainly from the Historical, Cultural and
Linguistic View-points, May 1955) was released in book form
and appended to Asam Sahitya-Sabha Patrikd, Vol. XX1I, No. 3.

The Twenty-fourth Sammilan, Gauhati, 1935 :

THE twenty-fourth annual conference was held at Gauhati on
26 and 27 December 1955 with the poet, Jatindraniath Dowerah,
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as Fresident. Dr Birinchi Kumar Barua’s Address to the History
Section and Dr Rohinikanta Barua’s Address to the Science
Section were notable performances. Dr Prabhakar Machwe of
the Sahitya Akademi chanced to be a welcome guest. The
conference in one of its resolutions criticised the educational
policy of the North-East Frontier Agency Administration ( now
Arunachal ), and on 6 June 1966 the Sabha and its branches
observed an ‘“Assamese Language in the NEFA Day”. Two
delegations in this behalf met the Assam Governor at Shillong
and the Home Minister of India at Gauhati. Asam Sdhitya-
Sabha Bhashandavali, Vol. 11 ( Addresses of General Presidents
from the 13th to the 25th conference) was sent to the press.
Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki, Vol. 11, was published.

The Silver Jubilee Session, Dhubri, 1956 :

ON 27 and 28 December 1956 the Sabha had its twenty-fifth
annual conference, termed Silver Jubilee Session, with due eclat.
Benudhar Sarma presided. Among Sectional Presidents were
Rupniath Brahma (History), Prafullachandra Barua, M.P., who
made the first Assamese gramophone records of music (Music),
and Lakshminath Das (Science). Folk-songs and folk-dances of
Goalpara, and tribal songs and dances of the Bodos and Rabhas
were finely exhibited in the evenings and made a great impact
upon kindred spirits. Parag Chalihd, the new Secretary, was
responsible for two small but good publications, An Qutlook on
NEFA, with its Assamese version Simantar Sambhed, and This
is Assam. The Sabha took up with the Government the ques-
tion of the NEFA Administration’s cducational policy. Tt
joined issue with other organisations in demanding an oil
refinery in the public sector in Assam.

The Twenty-sixth Sammilan, Tinsukia, 1958 :

THE next conference was held at Tinsukia on 20 and 21 April
1958 with the poet, playwright and actor, Padmadhar Chaliba,
in the chair. Bishnuprasad Rabha, the well-known musician,
was president of the Culture Section, Hariprasid Barud,
Assam’s retired Chief Engineer, of the Science Section,
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Rajmohan Nath of the History Section and Justice Mr Holiram
Deka of the Literary Symposium. Binandachandra Barua,
the poet, was elected General Secretary. 9 September 1958
was celebrated throughout Assam as “Asam Sahitya-Sabha
Day” for the first time. On repeated demands from the
Sabha the Government of Assam brought into being an auto-
nomous Publication Board with the Educafion Minister as
Chairman. The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee felicitated

.the sitting President and all living ex-Presidents of the Sabha

in a public meeting at Gauhati.

The Twenty-seventh Sammilan, Nowgong, 1959 :

ATULCHANDRA Hazarika presided over the next Sammilan at
Nowgong on 19 and 20 April 1959. The Reception Conimittee
brought out two publications, Nibandhavali, and the smaller
Satirtha about the literary men Nowgong had produced, and
organised the History Section, Science Section, Literary Sym-
posium, Kavi-sammelan, a: general exhibition and rich music-
and-dance evenings.

TuE Sabha celebrated, the death centenary of a pioneer of modernt
Assamese language and literature, Anandaram Dhekiyal Phukan
(1830-1859). Asamiya Bhashi, an Assamese translation with
a critical introduction (done by Maheswar Neog) of Phukan’s
A Few Remarks on the Assamese Language and on Vernacular
Education in Assan (1853), was published on the occasion. The
Sabha also published Paviira Asam, a cyclopaedia of accounts
of holy places of all denominations in Assam, edited by Maheswax
Neog. On repeated demands for the declaration of Assamess
as the State’s official language ever since 1950 mounting to a
strong movement, the Assam Official Language Act 1960
became a reality.

The Twenty-eighth Sammilan, Mirza (Palasbari), 1960 :

Tne Sabha moved to a small place, Mirza (near the small
township of Palasbari), about 20 km from Gauhati, for the
twenty-eighth conference, held on 28 and 29 October, 1960*.'
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the short story writer and literary critic, Trailokyanath Goswami,
presiding.  Delegates from among tea-garden tribes and Cachar
Manipuris joined the Sammilan. From this session onwards the
Sammilans have been attracting largé crowds to open meetings
and evening performances of music, etc. For the first time
the term of office of the Executive Committee was made into
two years, and Maheswar Neog was clected General Secretary
for the first two-year term. The Sabha had now fixed on a Common
Seal and a flag with the design of this Common Seal at the
centre was for the first time hoisted in this session, even though
the Sabha thought of a Common Seal as early as March 1924.

‘THE Sabha successfully resisted through a delegation to the Home

Minister of India the Government’s attempt to amend the Assam
“Official Language Act 1960 in a manner which would have barred
much unconstitutionally the official language, Assamese, from
-entering the district of Cachar. It fought vigorously against the
“.anti-Assamese educational policy of the NEFA Administration
when the NEFA youths were demanding Assamese for their
schools. The General Secretary led a fraternising delegation
to some Nocte and Wancho areas of the Tirap Frontier. A
bronze statue of the Sabhd’s great benefactor, Radhakanta
Handique, was placed inside the Chandrakanta Handigui Bhavan.
The Executive Committee made grants to Tarunram Phukan
M. E. School at Silchar and some Assamese primary schools
in Cachar; and this was continued in the following years, The
Sabha’s budgeting and account-keeping were placed on a detailed
scientific footing, Several publications were brought out
Assam’s Language Question, edited by the General Secretary,
Benudhar Rajkhowa’s dsamiya Khandavakya-kosha, revised and
edited by Maheswar Neog, Lakshminath Bezbaroa’s Mor Jivan-
sowaran ' compiled by Jatindranath Goswami and edited by
Maheswar Neog, Asam Sahitya-Sabha Bhashandvali, Vol. 111, with
Presidential Addresses of the History . Section, compiled by
Atulchandra Hazarika and Jatindranith Goswami, Rdadhakanta
Sandikai  Dangariya by Nakulchandra Bhuyan, Danavira
Radhakanta Sandikai by Hariprasad Neog, Kavi Raghunath
‘Chaudhari dru Chaudhdridevar Kavita by Kamaleswar Sarma,
.aand Mikir Janajati by Longkam Teron.
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The Twenty-ninth Sammilan, Goalpara, 1961 :
d the Sabha’s conference on.

paRA for the second time hel : - or
5 oot Trailokyandth Goswami

tober and 1 November 1961. atl
lz::ca(r:lce president for the second time, falling w1th1{1 -the ‘two--
year term of the Executive Committee. The fine lyricist, singer
and actor, Parvatiprasad Baruva and l’rerr}adhar Choudhury,
Curator of the Assam State Museum and Dlrectgr of Arch'aeo-
logy, Assam, were presidents of the Musw' and Hlstory ‘Segtl’on.s.
The dancing squad of Bodo folk-artists 1n their characteristic
costume, joining the presidential procession, was .really a treat.
to many. Two Adi students from the NEFA joined the con-

ference. A great many scholars and public men from different

parts of India sent greetings messages.

GENERAL Secretary Neog again led two goodwill delegations 1o
different parts of the Lobit and Siang Frontiers of the NEFA
Other teams were sent out to Cachar and North Cachar, Mlk{r
Hills, Mizoram and Garo Hills, The Sabha sent a token contri-
bution of Rs. 1,000 to the National Defence Fund in the face
of the Chinese aggression, sent out an appeal to writers and
artists of different countries to build up world opinion against the
aggression, and made three Emergency publications—}ta;za-
jhankar, Rana-nindda and Asanta Himalaya Simantar Af.zvim.
Twelve other books were printed and published : Lakshminath
Bezbarod’s Tattvakathd, Nuagendrandrayan Chaudhurir  Galpa
compiled by Hemantakumar Sarma, Assamese for All by

" Mukunda Madhava .Sharmd and its Hindi version, dp K

Asamiya, done by Pareshchandra Sarma, translations  of
Rijagekhara’s Karpiaramanjori by Mukunda Madhava Sharma
and of Viéakhadatta’s Mudra-rakshasa’ by Rajanikanta Deva
Sarma, Asamar Janajati edited by Pramodchandra Bhattacharya,
Asamar Janajariya Sadhu (folk-tales), edited by Biswanarayan
Shastri, Simantar Siksha dru Sarmskritik Niti on the NEFA’s
education and culture policies and Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki :
Goalpara Sammilan, both edited by Maheswar Neog..
Riipakatrayam edited by Satyendranath Sarma, and Jaymati dru
Mila Gabharu by Lila Gogoi (the last from the Kamala Devi
Fund ).
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Tuc Sabhd was given by the Government of Assam for its
Gauhati office a plot of land of a little more than 4 Assamese
kathds in between the Assam State Museum and the District

Library at Gauhati., The General Secretdary used his intimate,

friendly relations to obtain from Parvatiprasad Baruva the promise
of a munificent donation of Rs. 50,000 for a house to be named
Bhagavatiprasad Baruvd Bhavan to commemorate his beloved
brother, Bhagavatiprasid Baruva. He also obtained for the Sabha
another amount of Rs. 50,000 as grant from the Government for
the purpose of the house when Professor Humayun Kabir was the
Minister of Cultural Affairs at Dethi. On 7 April 1963 the
Governor of Assam, Vishnu Sahay, laid the foundation stone
of the Bhavan with the following inscripticn, so kindly furnished
by National Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji (the first verse

being by the 12th cent. grammarian, Nagavarma, of *

Karnataka) :

gay ang awg o SNEHisTET |

qgl geEe dl aa-aT-aEr ||
sd-arl-gfEdd A gEsEiaEa |

A T FASRN q& @I $TE W ||
e ER-a - e |

adld gEawEr @a d aqr |l

I bow to that Supreme Light, which removes all
darkness and from whose mouth hath evolved Goddess
Sarasvati of all languagés.

May this language, a daughter of the Aryan speech,
born in Pragjyotisha, our mother, who can assunie many
forms at her own will (or, who belongs to the land of
Kéamariipa ), be of good to people.

This Association promoteth the literature and culture
of Assam. May this new house of the Association be

protected ever in glee.
22

T . t :
AN examination in Assamese for the neo-Assamese ( Asamiya

Bhasa-jian Pramana-patra Parikshd ) was instituted for the first
time,
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The Thirtieth Sammilan, Nazira, 1963 :

Ox 19 and 20 April 1963 the Sabha met at Nazira under the
chairmanship of Ratnakanta Barkakati, the poet, who was
elected President for the term of the next two years. But'before
the valedictory music and dance performances in the night of
the second day of the conference were Over, the crpel news of
his passing away at Jorhat on his way back to- his Nowgong
home reached Nazira in the small hours of 21 April. Dimbeswar
Neog, Pratapchandra Chowdhury and Bhupen Hazarika were
presidents of the Kavi-sammelan, History Section and Music
Section. Maheswar Neog was re-elected General Secretary for
the second (and so far the last) two-year term.

Tyt Sabhd brought out an Assamese translation of Vi§vanatha-
kaviraja’s Sahitya-darpana done by Biswanarayan Shastri;
Séhitya-samiksha, essays in  literary criticism, edited by
Maheswar Neog and Hemantakumar Sarma ; and Asam Sahitya-
Sabha Varsiki : Nazira Sammilan. The Sabha had earlier put
forward a suggestion that the Railway bridge under construc-
tion over the Barhmaputra near Gauhati be named Saraighat
Bridge to commemorate the battle of Saraighat in which the
Assamese general, Lachit Barphukan, wreaked signal defeat on
the Mughals. When Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru inaugu-
rated the bridge on 7 June 1963, he christened it Saraighit
Bridge and referred to the historic Sardighat battle. The Sabha
instituted an annual prize, named after the donor Harihar
Chaudhuri, to be given every year to the student from the
NEFA securing the highest marks in Assamese at the
Matriculation Examination.

‘

The Thirty-first Sammilan, Digboi, 1964 :

Tue Sabhia moved to the oil town of Digboi for the next
Conference presided over by Sri-Sri Mitradev Mahanta Adbhikar,
who had earlier become , Working President after Ratnakanta
Barkakati’s death according to rules of the Sabha. Devkanta
Borooah, the poet, and now Minister of Education, Assam,
presided over the deliberations of the Literary Symposium on
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the art of the novel, in which Dr Mulk R&] Anand was the
chief speaker. Santidev Ghosh of Visvabharati ( Santiniketan )
was president of the Music Section. The Reception Com-
mittee brought out a small publication, Upanydsa-sahitya, id
connection with the symposium. The Assam Oil Company,
with the General Manager, A. C. Gowan, played an active
role in the reception. The Governor of Assam, Vishnu Sahay,
inaugurated the main conference. The Conference resolved to
celebrate Lakshminath Bezbaroa’s birth centenary in 1968.

Tae Khasi and Giro versions of the Sabhd’s earlier publication,
Assamese for All were brought out—Asamiya la Baroh Lane
Asamiya Hikai-ki, done by Miss D. Franklin, and Arntangari
Asamiyako Skiani by Harendra W, Marak. The Sabhda pub-
lished Arunodair Dhalphat ( Selections from the Baptist monthly,
Orunodoi, 1846-), edited by Ririnchi Kumar Barua with a
critical 80-page introduction by Maheswar Neog; Ratnakanta
Barkakati ; and Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki : Digbai Sammilan,
edited by the General Secretary. The great Indologist, Professor
Dr Vasudev Saran Agrawal, who came to Gauhati to preside

over the XXIInd Session of All-India Oriental Conference,

declared the Bhagavatiprasad Baruva Bhavan open while reciting
the following two verses made by himself on 2. January 1965 :

aifged spfadgd Ay 9 denfe |
FOTIE 0T @Al waar @yl
ygdtaaEEEr AyAE FfaHEE |
QA Fal 9 aqd afewtd asiq |

Sweet indeed is literature to the ear. And culture
extendeth as far as the bounds of the universe. May
this of the land of Kamariipa ever spread.

May this glorious house of Bhagavatiprasad ever
obtain the company of Goddess Sarada and of the poets.

A sMALL publication, In Memoriam : Bhagavatiprasad Baruva,
Parvatiprasad Baruva by Maheswar Neog, was brought out on
the occasion,
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The Thirty-second Sammilan, Nalbari, 19635 ¢

TuE thirty-second Sammilan was held on 17, 18 and 19 January
1965 at Nalbari with Dimbeswar Neog as President. The
Reception Committee organised a good exhibition and brought
out a publication, Prabandha-chayana. Dr  Harekrushna
Mahatdb of Orissa, George Gillespie of the Baptist Mission and
a young Adi writer in Assamese, Lummer Dai, addressed the
conference. Hariprasad Neog was elected General Secretary—to
be re-elected in the two conferences now following.

Asam  Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki; Nalbari Sammilan and a thin
publication Asam Sahitya-Sabhar Chamu Parichiti, edited by
the General Secretary, were brought out. The Sabha instjtuted
two prizes—one for the best book of the year, and the other
for the best play of the year. '

A suM of Rs, 6,000 remained to be paid to the building firm
on account of Bhagavatiprasad Baruva Bhavan. The Secretary
of the Counstruction Committee (M. Neog) prayed for help and
the Bducation Minister of India, M.C. Chagla, granted an addi-
tional amount of Rs. 3,000 on consideration of the swift imple-
mentation of the building plan and clear accounting, while the
Secretary further procured the friendly help of the Secretary,
Secondary Education Board, Assam, who agreed to hire out
a part of the house and make immediately an advance
payment.*”

The Thirty-third Sammilan, North Lakhimpur, 1966 :

THE Sabha next met at North Lakhimpur on 4, 5 and 6 March
-1966.  Binandachandra Barud, the poet, presided. . Omeo

171 may perhaps be excused if I strike a personal note that just
as Lakshminiith Bezbarod said that every piece of beauty on the Howrah
house he built for the merchant B. Borooah bore the impress of his
hands (bahire bhitare yi saundarya ba dekhaniyar vastu ache, sei sakalo-
borate mor hatar ei pachotd angulir sic ache), Bhagavatiprasad Baruva
Bhavan might whisper a word to an attentive ear about the labour of
love I put on it.

3
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Kumar Das, the nationalist leader and writer, declared the
exhibition organised on the occasion open. Trailokyanath
Goswami directed the deliberation of the Literary Symposium,
The session was attended by Wangmai Rajkumar of Namchang
in Tirap, Tekhigeli Barmedhi, a Dafla Vaishnava adherent of
the Gharmara-sattra, and others from the NEFA. The Dafla
Vaishnavas performed an old Vaishpava drama on the
occasion.

THE Sabha published Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki : Uttar
Lakhimpur Sammilan, Asamiya Sariskriti, essays on aspects. of
Assamese culture edited by Hariprasad Neog and Lila Gogoi,
Seuji Patar Maje Maje, a collection of folk-songs of tea-garden

tribes, compiled and edited by Nagen Saikia, and Biswandth

Rajbarshi, the life-sketch of an ardent worker of the Sabha from
Cachar. Bishnuram Medhi, formerly Governor of Madras,
donated Rs. 10,000 towards the promotion of chlldren’s
literature. Srimati Hiranmayi Goswami and her son Arun
Goswami, donated Rs. 1,500 to be given out in prizes for
children’s books commemorating Srimati Goswami’s husband,
Gopalchandra Goswami.

The Thirty-fourth Sammilan, Dibrugarh, 1966-67 :

THE next conference was’ held at Dibrugarh on 30 and 31
December 1966 and 1 January 1967. The dramatist and short
story writer, Nakulchandra Bhuyan, presided. Maheswar Neog,
Kesav Narayan Dutt, Jibeswar Goswami, Prasannalal Chaudhuri
and Kalinath Sarma were presidents of sections respectively on
Literary Symposium, History, Music, Kavi-sammilan and
Science. The poet, Sailadhar . Rajkhowa, was felicitated.
There was a good participation of visitors and artists from the
NEFA ; and from among them Chaupak Gohain, Lummer Daj,
Wangpha Lowang of Namching and Gora Patin addressed the
main conference.

THE Sabhi, celebrated the birth centenaries of the pioneer novelist
Rajanikanta Bardalai and Chandrakumar Agarwala, the ‘high
priest of Assamese Romanticism’, on 24 and 28 November 1967.

|
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"The Sabha published Chandrakumar Agarwdala-pratibha, edited
by Sashi Sarma ; Chandramrit ( Agarwala’s poems) edited by
Atulchandra Hazariki; Aupanyasik Rajanikanta  Bardalai,
edited by Biren Barkataki; Rajani Bardalai-Rachana-mald
( Bardalai’s writings ), edited by Hemantakumar Sarma ; Vimsa
Satabdir Asamiya Sahitya, edited by Homen Bargohdin; Asam
Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki : Dibrugarh Sammilan; Alakananda, a
collection of poems by Nalinibala Devi, Dimbeswar Neog Smyiti-
grantha, Ambikagiri Rdaychaudhuri Smyiti-grantha, and a few
booklets—Asam Sahitya Sabhidr Pafichas Bachar, Chah-bagichar
Asamiya ( Golap Khaund ) and Pramathandth Chakravarti.

The Thirty-fifth Sammilan, Tezpur, 1968 :

TrzrUr organised the next Sammilan on 26, 27 and 28 January
1968. Jnananath Bord presided. Dr Jogirdj Bose of Gauhati
University guided the discussion on the regional language as
medium of higher education. The main conference adopted a
resolution urging the two Universities of Gauhati and Dibrugarh
to introduce the regional language, Assamese, in all the courses
of study.

Raghupath Chaudhari  Smyiti-grantha, Nakulchandra Bhiiyédn
Smriti-grantha, Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki : Tezpur Sammilan,
and Sikshar Mdadhyam Afichalik Bhdsa were published. The
Sabhia organised the Lakshminath Bezbaroa birth centenary
celebrations on a large scale, beginning with its inauguration
on 5 October when Post & Telegraphs Department set up a
temporary Post Office in the precincts of Chandrakanta Handiqui
Bhavan and the Assam Governor, B. K. Nehru, bought the
first Bezbarod postage stamp there and where a public meeting,
presided over by the Sabha’s President, was addressed by
Annadasankar Ray of Calcutta. There were celebrations all
over Assam and the central Celebration Committee arranged the
organisation of ceremonies at Calcutta (where Dr S. K.
Chatterji presided ), Sambalpur insOrissa ( where Bezbaroa lived
from 1917 to the end of his life in 1938 and where now Kosala
Sahitya Samaja convened meetings, etc.) and New Delhi
{where Kaka Saheb Kalelkar presided over, and the President
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of India, Dr Zakir Husain, addressed, the gathering at Mavlankar
Hall). A documentary film on Bezbarod’s life was released on
9 October at Gauhati, On behalf of Asam Sahitya-Sabha
Alulchandra Hazarika collected and edited Bejbaruwdi-granthavalt
in 2 volumes, Ké&hokali ( short stories ) and Asamiya Bhisa aru
Sahitya ; and some local concerns took up their publication. The
Sabha on its own brought out Bezbaroa’s Religion of Love and
Devotion (lectures delivered at the invitation of the Gaekwad
of Baroda and other essays on Vaishnavism )}, Patralekha
(letters written by and to Bezbaroa) and Bejbaruwar Dinalekhi
(his diary), all edited by Maheswar Neog, Chitralekha
(Bezbaroa album) arranged by Neog, Prabandha-bachani
(essays) selected by Jatindranath Goswami, Sahityarathi
Bejbaruwa (life) by Goswami, Amdar Lakshminath (life, for
‘children ) by Binandachandra Barua, Bejbaruwa-pratibha, edited
by Maheschandra Dev Goswami, and a few other very thin
.books.

The Thirty-sixth Sammilan, Barpeta, 1969 :

BarpETA under the guidance of Mahendra Mohan Chowdbury
as Reception President organised a good showing for the thirty-
sixth conference on 7, 8, and 9 February 1969. The poet
Anandachandra Barua . was the General President. The
Governor, B, K. Nehru, inaugurated the plenary session and
Sraddhakar Supakar, President, Utkala Sahitya Samdja,
-addressed it. Syed Abdul Malik, novelist and short story writer,
was elected to be the General Secretary. But because of financial
stringency not much could be done in the following year. Even
the Patrika could not be published for once. The closing cere-
mony of the Bezbaroa birth centenary year was attractively
performed at Gauhati. The Sabha presented its felicitations to
the President of India, Dr Zakir Husain, when he visited Assam
a short while before his death.

The Thirty-seventh Sammilan, Dhing, 1970 :

THE small township of Dhing in the Nowgong district ventured
to invite the Sabhd, which was held there on 13, 14 and 15
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February 1970. Upendrachandra Lekharu of the Institute of
Indian Philosophy, Brindaban, was the President. Devkanta
Borooah inaugurated the main conference. Bhubanchandra
Handiqui, the famous actor Phani Sarma and Navakanta Barud
were presidents of the History Section, Culture Section and Kavi-
sammilan. Jatindranath Goswami was elected General Secretary
to be re-elected the next two years.

THE Sabha celebrated the birth centenary of the poet, Mafizuddin
Ahmed Hazarikd, on 30 August 1970. It instituted the Banamak
Saikia Prize Fund, the Digboi Sihitya Seva Samiti Prize Fund
and the Mohanchandra Sarma Prize fund with donations received
on that account for essay competition among students from
among the tea-garden tribes, for drama competition and for
general competition in essay on serious themes respectively. The
Universities of Gauhati and Dibrugarh started giving an annual
grant to the Sabha of Rs. 1,000 each. The Sabha’s economic
depression continued ; its liabilities to be made good being
assessed at a total of Rs. 91,799.58, which came down to
Rs. 45,940.05 at the end of the year. Asam Sahitya-Sabha
Varsiki : Barpeta Sammilan, edited by Malik, Asam Sahitya-
Sabha Varsiki : Dhing Sammilan, edited by Goswidmi and

- Mafijuddin  Ahmad Hﬁjar'ikd Rachanavali, edited by Abdus

Sattar, came out. The Pafrikd made its appearance again. The
Sabha was a little worried on account of the NEFA Council
policy of adopting English as the medium of education in the
schools and slowly removing Assamese from that place.

The Thirty-eighth Sammilan, Makum, 1971 :

A sMALL but busy place, Makum in Dibrugarh, played hosts to
the neat Sammilan sitting with Tirthanath Sarma in the chair.
The Chief Minister of Assam, Mahendramohan Chowdhury,
inaugurated the main conference. Pramodchandra Bhattacharyya
and Kamaleswar Chaliha were presidents of the Literary
Symposium and Kavi-Sammilan,

Tue Sabhd celebrated the birth centenaries of Padmanith
Gohain-Barua and Hemchandra Goswami and published
Gohari-Baruwa-pratibha, edited by Harichandra Bhattacharyya.
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Hemchandra Goswami Rachanawali, edited by Benudhar Sarmé
and Paramdcharya Pandit Hemchandra Goswami, a biography
by Sarma.

The Thirty-ninth Sammilan, Dhubri, 1972 :

Tur annual conference sat once again at Dhubri on 7, 8, and
9 April 1972. Hem Barua, the well-known  writer in boti}
Assamese and English, presided. Herambakanta Barpujari
of Gauhati University presided over the History Section.
Trailokyanath Goswami inaugurated the main conference, which
felicitated Omeo Kumar Das in absentia. The Reception Com-
mittee brought out a very rich Smyitigrantha of the occasion,.
with ample exposition of Goalpara’s characteristic culture,
edited by Sivananda Sarma.

Tue Sabha celebrated the birth centenaries of Kanaklal Barua
and Benudhar Rajkhowa. The Kanaklal Barua Centenary Cele-
bration Committee at Gauhati brought out Studies in the Early
History of Assam, Barud’s historical writings edited with a
critical introduction by Maheswar Neog, and Kanaklal Baruwd
Rachandvali, compiled by Nanda Talukdar. The Sabhd was
concerned over the agitation of University students over the
regional language as medium of higher education.

The Fortieth Sammilan, Rangiya, 1973 :

"THE next conference was held in the mofussil township of Rangiya

in Kamrup. Giridhar Sarma presided. The Chief Minister of
Assam, Saratchandra Sinha, declared the general conference open,
and the FEducation Minister Harendranath Talukdar, inaugu-
rated the History Section, presided over by Muraricharan Das,
Curator, Assam State Museum., Nagendranath Saikia was
elected General Secretary—to be re-elected the next two years.

WuEN the Kanaklal Barua Birth Centenary Celebration Committee
at Gauhati observed the closure of the centenary year on 8 January
1974, Governor L. P. Singh unveiled a bronze bust of the
litterateur-cum-historian-cum-Minister in the precincts of his last
residence. Asam Sahitya-Sabha Varsiki : Rangiya Sammilan,
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edited by Nagen Saikia ; 4samiya Grantha-Pafiji (Bibliography of
Assamese publications from 1956 to 1970 ), compiled by Lila Gogoi
and Kesavananda Deva Goswami, and, Asam-Sahitya-Sabhar
Bhashanavali ( General Presidents’ Addresses from the 36th to
39th Sammilan ), edited by Jatindranath Goswami were released
from the printing-press. Even though the President of the year
made a big publication scheme to cover many areas of knowledge
and 39 books were asked to be compiled, only these few
could be brought out—Asamiya Jatir Itivritta, Natya-sahitya,
Jivani-sahitya, Pleto, Chakretich, Svapnavasavadattda, Da° Janchan
and a small selection of Hindi short stories. The Patrikd was
made a monthly ; but only 9 issues came out in the year. A
notable event of the year was a week-long Writers” Camp,
directed by Maheswar Neog and joined by as many as 70
writers of Assamese and tribal tongues, at Gavhati from 26
December 1973 to 1 January 1974, The Camp made an
elaborate review of post-War Assamese literature, and by
bringing writings in the other local languages into consideration
found .a new ground for understanding and integration.

The Forty-first Sammilan, Mangaldai, 1974 :

MANGALDAI hosted a Sahitya-Sabha Sammilan for the third time
now on 7, 8, 9 and 10 February 1974 and could perhaps claim
distinction in several ways. An unprecedented enthusiasm was
generated among the people of the whole of Mangaldai as the
Reception Committee gave them the privilege of a sense of
participation by trying to collect every family’s mite, as far as
was found practicable, to the Committee’s fund. This manifested
and culminated in the huge presidential procession with 41
(to mark the 41st Sammilan) caparisoned elephants, 41 ladies
in indigenous dress, 41 ladies with Sardi trays in hand, 41 ladies
with pitchers (mangalik ghat), bardhol drummers, saru-dhol
drummers, Bodc-Kachari Kherai dancers, khafijari singers, etc.,
etc.,—all this flanked on the two-mile distance by crowds of
people, and the incessant flow of people to the Sammilan site
round the clock. Both the guests of honour, Governor L. P.
Singh and Kalindicharan Panigrahi of Orissa, expressed pleasant
surprise at such enthusiasm of the common folk on the occasion
of a literary conference. '
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Hemchandra Goswami Rachanawali, edited by Benudhar Sarma
and Paramdichirya Pandit Hemchandre Goswami, a biography
by Sarma.
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edited by Sivananda Sarma.

THE Sabha celebrated the birth centenaries of Kanaklal Barua
and Benudhar Rajkhowa. The Kanaklal Barua Centenary Cele-
bration Committee at Gauhati brought out Studies in the Early
History of Assam, Barud’s historical writings edited with a
critical introduction by Maheswar Neog, and Kanaklal Baruwi
Rachanavali, compiled by Nanda Talukdar. The Sabha was
concerned over the agitation of University students over the
regional language as medium of higher education.
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THE next conference was held in the mofussil township of Rangiya
in Kamrup. Giridhar Sarma presided. The Chief Minister of
Assam, Saratchandra Sinha, declared the general conference open,
and the Education Minister Harendranath Talukdar, inaugu-
rated the History Section, presided over by Muraricharan Das,
Curator, Assam State Museum. Nagendranath Saikia was
elected General Secretary—to be re-elected the next two years.

WHEN the Kanaklal Barud Birth Centenary Celebration Committee:
at Gauhati observed the closure of the centenary year on 8 January
1974, Governor L. P. Singh unveiled a bronze bust of the
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and Kesavananda Deva Goswami, and. Asam-Sahitya-Sabhar
Bhashanavali ( General Presidents’ Addresses from the 36th to
39th Sammilan ), edited by Jatindranath Goswami were released
from the printing-press. Even though the President of the year
made a big publication scheme to cover many areas of knowledge
and 39 books were asked to be compiled, only these few
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Jivani-sahitya, Pleto, Chakretich, Svapnavasayadaitd, Da° Janchan
and a small sclection of Hindi short stories. The Patrika was
made a monthly ; but only 9 issues came out in the year. A
notable event of the year was a week-long Writers’ Camp,
directed by Maheswar Neog and joined by as many as 70
writers of Assamese and tribal tongues, at Gauhati from 26
December 1973 to 1 January 1974. The Camp made an
elaborate review of post-War Assamese literature, and by
bringing writings in the other local languages into consideration
found a new ground for understanding and integration.

The Forty-first Sammilan, Mangaldai, 1974 :

MANGALDAI hosted a Sahitya-Sabha Sammilan for the third time
now on 7, 8, 9 and 10 February 1974 and could perhaps claim
distinction in several ways. An unprecedented enthusiasm was
generated among the people of the whole of Mangaldai as the
Reception Committee gave them the privilege of a sense of
participation by trying to collect every family’s mite, as far as
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