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Sri Ramdas Easumatary,
B. A- ( Hops ) B. T\
Mushalpﬁuj-

Ay

t This article is a sketchy  delineation of rifts: suffe-
red by the ‘AASTY and the ‘ABST’ during the lagt
language tangle of Assam which was beaten by

turbulent waves of turmoils from October 5, 1972

Assam Students Union™ ang ‘ABST stands  for

;tﬂl November 11, 1872, ‘AAST’ stands for “All

The recent language tangle .beginning to  form
whirls of coniroversies some time back in the month
of September and taking its viplent turn on the death
of Muzammi] Haque in Kharupetia ‘riots on October 5,
1972 and subsiding after the Chief Minister’s press,note
released on i\fo'vember 11. 1972 assumed quite distinct
characteristics from thoge that occurred ig the past. The
language turmoil of last 1860 hag concenired on the

question of offjcia] langnage of the State, but this time

b4 o

t revolved round the 1ssue of medium of instruciion of
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U niversiiies in Agsam. if wasa trianguler 1z INVOLIVIELE
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hree diferent lapguage groups,—ViZ. tac < ssamese, 1o€
— -

. R

3 £75 : - i A ocriiaiy Ly i
of instruction 1n i€ Universities of ASS2ID ior al
to come. ‘Thus with three antagomistic objects 1m VIEW
andesirable disturbances took roots at various places and
2 ¥ ) =< - & . < _; il ML
then gradually spread all over Assam to garba grim &

ctions of, loot arson- and murder. The continued heat of

the state, hit the ictims for more than 2 month, 1. e

t-om October 5, 1872 to November 11, 1972. An act of

~h

drawing 2 - vivid picture of those wild disturbances, 1o

LA

22

2o demands a series of long analytical outlines with
all ’"'nei ’ﬁackgrounds But our purpose is here not to
brood over . the detailed history of the movement while
on the contrary itis only to aaveil a number of facts
about the rifts that ensued between the ‘AASU’ and the

‘ABSU’ 2nd to 2 ert the stand of the latter.

ADDING FU;L TO THE FIRE
OF DIVERGENCE :—

Up to Oéto‘ber 10, 1972 the conflicts on the issue

(I1)



were confimed only to the Assamese and the Bengali

language groups- But certain vested political interests and

-

narrow chauvinistic feelings exposed by the agitators of
e "AASU’ did all their best to estrange the °‘ABSTU’.

he text of divergence may be put as stated below.

fa

t

-]

The reiterations of demand of the AASU for ‘Assa—

mese’ as the sole medium expressly ‘meant mnot only

the exclusion of Bengali medinm but also the replacement
of English medium from the Universities of Assam.
Such motive of the AASU even going against the tempo-
rary retention of English medium as per 12th June
decision, 1972. of the Cauhati University Academic
Council became an unfortunate wvietim to angry observa-
tions of the ABSU. The ABSU wich works in harmony’
with the ABSS ( All Bodo Sahitya Sabha. ) in the canse

representing the views of Rodo people on linouistic
o = FanY

(@)
4

m

nd literary affairs was alre eady aware of long-cherished

spirations of the latter towards retention of English

m

not only as media of jnstruction of the Universities but
2lso as an associate official language of TUnion and the
states until Hindi would become co mpetent, to replace
T

Loglish. In this circumistances the repeated cries of

slogans echoing ‘Assamese the sole medium’ and the

same being agzin flared up through exciting news publi-
shed by the Assam news papers wrought only the good
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and order situation of
than  a ~month, 1. e.
11, 1872. An act of

r11d &isturb znces, 11

from. October. 5, 1872 to Nove:
drawing a vivid pict nre of those
“fact, &ﬂa ands 2 se*ips of 1030' analy

all ‘“‘:elr bac grounds, 'But our purpese is here mot to

broo od over th° detailed history of th movement while |

on the contmry it is onl_s, f;q um‘ef‘ a\number of %cts

about ghe rifts that encue& bﬂtween the ‘AAST’ and ,.he
‘ABSU’ and t@*ssc—:;é the stand of the\ latt er.

Lp to October 10, 1979‘ the COIIﬁlCtQ the iss{
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“the“AAST \i; all their best tq és't:rang#thc- ‘ABST.

mese’ g5 the waple - medlum e:apres'sly;w meant, not ;on’i}f

the exclabloa of angah medium'bﬁt- also the replacement

Iary retention of E glish medium a5 per 12th June
decision, 1979, of {he Gauhati Upiversitv Academic
Council became 40 undortunate wvietim to angry observya-
tions of the ABSU. #Mha ABSU wich works in harmony’
with the ABSS ( All Bodo Sakitya Sabha. ) in the canse

of r T€presenting the views of Bodo People ¢on - linguistic

(D

and literary  affairs was z] eauy aware of long--herished

aspirations of the latter towards retention of -English

0ot only as media of instruckion of the Universities but

also as an associate official Ian 3ge of Union and the

States until Hind; would becom Competent, to replace

“

T AT E S

1€ Iepeated cries of

slogans echoing ‘Acsamese the sole\ medium’ and the

e,

h

same being again flared up th: rough

shed by the Assam pews papers WIought only the good

{ I11)



i1

of rousing the violent fury of the ABSS. . Bes this
other nndemocratic slogaus { used by the AASU ) like

. : ; . TN, TR - N
‘Qipha Sarker— Murdabad® ‘Ana Assomia Bhasha— Chua

Bhasha’ (ie “langnages other than Assamese are um-

-

touchzables which was D2 riicular!y used in Bodo conce

trated@ areas) along with acts of burn ning efhgies of
Chief Minister here
tearing off printed leaflets and appeals hung by Bodc

né there, hiding {festooms, an

po

Students on bamboo-bars, trees and street—posis served

L —

to a2dd fuel to the blazing fire of the anger of
These counter-blasts indulged in by Assamese s.. 1S
frally led the ABSU to confirm itse 1£ of the fact that
the agitation spomsored by the AASU was oxne that
had been totzlly biased with disruptionist ideals and vile
- ¥anguistic chauvinism. . The ABSU therefore, found no
‘reason %o lose time any more and decided, though at the
latest, to lounch a counter agitation on the demand
: fcrretﬂntion of English as media of itstruction im tbe
Universities of Assam for all time to come. It (the ABSU)
iwoge : up in concious - vigilepce and served a clarion eall

npeﬁ. all its Dist.uct Units® to mobilise .all Bodo studeuts

to mom-co-operate: im the “picketings scheduléd by the
‘735&:8’%:2' on octo' er-11.& 12, }979 - Tﬂa; ABSU- iaﬁg

A_tc'} i‘ié;_'_sf:zi .fe E*ngsh medinm under a parrallel move-

“mient counter ‘o the agitation spear headed- by the AASU.

This counter movement of the ABbU eontmued till
P

rev.
i 4 m-‘h-u.;' :

CW )
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Nov. 12, 1972 when the AAST called off its agitation

-

in response- to the. press-note issued by the Chief

Migister - of Assam on November 11, 1972. =

After calling of the agitation the Geé&ml Sec-
retary of the AAS SU in his statement 1ssued an the
Assam ‘Tribune of Novembesr 14,1972 ¢ gave cut a bcqs'im;‘
apnouncement over a self aggrandised victory of it in 2
few high sounding words whic read ’t“*‘*-si'—*""‘T"“zis'rmbve—
“ment  will be inscribed - in history.. fcr the LLDarallelse&
way of dicc‘plite--and - order, _res;;ainb 'aﬂd - qenﬂbﬂnx
demonstrated by -the stud dents, '_voz_zth'aﬁé = pub‘zic’ _from-'

all uaTLs ‘The ’nlsLorh. strua;'ie for _the*_’rightf_ul placé-

of Assamese and the role pl a*r*eci by tne stL.dent CO""lIuL"
nity be ]

b

is concerned suc.-:z' 2 hol IOW bo ti o of

= = b

ear mno parallel” ‘But in 50 far as t.Je reahh
nts

b.

of achisvemen

5
eL

the Sécretary, AASU also perhaps bears mo pa‘r' llel o

L2 gty

deserving abuses from Trfferent quarters for the narrow

chauvigism thé AASU had aispiav\,_ in course of move-
ments It is sad’ enough to note that the a%ql conl d
not foreseg the ei"s;piré'*"-{)n: of ths Bodo people while it

was conducting tr.e rash ag1tat1or in bfder' to fo*l thé

&e_r_nanu for Beno’aii medinm 1o the Umfersmes of nssa“o

It is' very mach tn < lack of inhospﬁ..fxon 115 t1:=- L.adeﬁ=
ship' of the A %SD whick' did more then Gngn to
2liehate’ the Bodod-the real sons of t"*e soﬂe of As"’sa*n;-

(V)
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one glorious but as,one most unwelcome sad event o1

as
chauvinism widening the gap of disintegration among
th

SUSTIFICATION OF STAND

doi il ROR

So7 . ENGLISH- MEDIUM.
B - - 5’:—‘ ; e .
B s S g .’.‘.__‘ X .. s "_ ¥
AT Noue_,, is oppcsed to reta ining English ag™=a subject
ofstudy. a ;: i&h stages of educatiou. But the opposition
_ e gl

is relatad ‘6 its continuation as medium of instructon

*J"

-7 =

e already cropped up 1in

‘regard to banishment of English media from the Univer-

sities of India- The education policy of the mnation is
also so designed as to replace English media by regional
languages of the states. But it is to be remembered

Lo

that as soon as' the policy was announced - earlier on

= Tul_,r 19, 1967 a volume of divergent opinions was heard.

. against the 1mplementat1on of it ("he poln_y) as a result
of which the _Lhen Union Education Minister Dr. Triguna

Sen--had to ane to "he Authorities of the states om

_f'.._-‘Oct_o_be:f ._16 1967 Vlﬁh an advice fo ‘make _haste'_-,slowly’.,

(VI)
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in switching over to the media of regional

o
5 This fact apparet ntly incicates nothing but a warning

'\3

ist the hastv action on tae swiich-over. campaign

-

¥ ~ - * _'.‘.':‘-""' .1‘ 1 1 “’ 1 £ T‘-‘\:TT A
W 1tho t considering the environments in w xcgﬁtne Univer
sities-—-have to perform their academic functions. Of all

educational commissio-

mention of the one mos t forceful of a’ references mazde

by Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation who'once
said — ““The foreign medium has catised brain-fog, but

an nndue strain upon the nerves of our children, made

work and thought and disabled them 10T filtrating their
learning to the family or the masses. The {foreign

medium has made our children practically foreigners in

¢

their own land.” Before making any remarks omn th

211 §rst to bear in mind that the father of the mation

fter attainment of country’s independence

0

of nationalising the spirt of the Indian mt iligentia then

-erv much attached to English way of life resuld
f long drawn bOnaage of two hundred years British

regime. Laying emphasis on such ideals against English
mel

dium of instruction may be considered to have been

(VII)
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0 o A

in those days as much as they are doing mnOW-.

affairs of the country could mnot gain

the subsequent countrywi ‘de views parailel fo those of
the great father of nation may be well valued with
deep \'enera’*mn from national points of view, but mnot
definitely . from the point of view of iunternetional oue.
It istrue that a University basically works in the natio-
nal envirosment of its own. I_ﬁ&ia has its own cultural
values and these have to be reared at any cost, But
this does not mean that being mnarrowly national and
parochial in its outlook the Indian Ugiversities should
totzily lose their international perspectives, Theface of
the world is now fast changing- The emergence of the
UNO with its -few international depertments like the
WHO, UNESCO, etc. are but reflections of an e€ver-
growing and evolving pattern of intérnatiomal culture.
Perhaps every right thinking man 1nowW does not feel
hard to beleive that the formation of a world Geovt.
i3 a sure possibility of the fumfe however remote it might
be. A time has to come when under the canopy of. the!

world Govt. .,Tthe peoples of the olobe will be preﬁsed'

fo choose Enghsh as the language of wor ld—admmistratmn

(\HI)
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since it is the language spoken and used by the largest

3

majority of t

Le world. In the context of such preba-

I..

he
bility of the future there is every logica 1- qrouud £0

advocate retention of a statns, by every. vation ~of i the-

orld for wider cultivation of English; and the - scove
for wider cuitivation of FEnglish may be given to t

-

jearning youth at the higher cducation stage mnot throug:

the provision of it as a subject of study but as medinm
of instruction only.

A University is the moblest seat of learning. It
should be both national and iuternational I its T perss
spectives, “Banishment of FEuglish médium from the Uni-
versities of India without careful considerations would

-

definitely involve a series of difficulties being detrimental

1) the eﬁ"iéiency of education standards diminishing
the scope for acquiring extensive knowledge on various
branches of learning for non availability of good a=d
suitable ( translated ) text books;

9) the movement of students and teachers from
one region to the other and carrying intellectual discourse
and intercourée; c

3) the carrying on of mutnal research works,—
vy in co-ordination with “the Universities of other

~ountries as and when needs ariss

L]
-
4
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be wvery genuisely coucluded that the ABSU’'S dema:

for retention of Xuaglish media in the TUniversities of
Assam, may of whole of India and that too ‘for =all
time to come . calis for logical deliberations of the learned
leaders of the nation, English media of instruction shounld

the accepted education policy of the

it}

naticn, Auy policy of education of any nation framed

Q A
Q
[

up without felevance to the international backgroun
the day cannot be guzranteed to escape tumbling down
in the long runi The presentis the age of a compro-

~¥

nise between mnationalism’ and growing internatioalism and

r-sl

i

o maintain this order of co-ordination betweén the two

At

f"?
e

he' hither-to” operated mational education- policy of India

appears to face a dire need of modification.. “If there

is - daythiug-final, it is that nothing is finak

-very much trué ia the case of human kno

- OEDS

(X)



