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Riport on the Judicial and Revenue Administration of Assam, 1835.

Serial' No. 1, , : .
No. 5, dated Commissioner’s office, Assam, the 3rd February 1836,
TFrom—~—Captain F. Junxing, Commisgioner of Assam,
Mo=The Seoretary to the Govetnment of India, Revenue Department.
Captain . Matthie’s of 15th
February, 1835,
8Major‘ White’s, toth January: G )
_%Saptain Bogle's of 28th Jamu- 10th'Novémber last, No, 1018, I have the honour to
ary 1835, LT S ‘
.:Di‘&g, ditto® rst September

In obedience to Mr. Secretary Macsween's letter o the

1848 . s fubmit the statistical reports as per margin.
- Ensign-Brodie’s, 14th November
1835.

2. I have to regret that unavoidable eircumstances, want of leisure from more
urgent duties, and the removal and sickness of officers have prevented me from com-
plying at an earlier date with the orders of Government.

8 The details now submitted by my assistants.ate so full on the several heads to
which my attention was directed by Mr. Macsween’s instructions that little will
remain for me to do than to referto the notices in their letters for the information
required by Government on the particular points noticed in Mr., Secretary Macsween’s
letter.

" . 4.1 propose in the following paragraphs to touch on those points, in the order
observed:by Mr. Macsween.,

. "“In the.Revenue Branch of this

sl eport you ! (will: show  the total | W The receipts of each of the divisions for the past

|
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“‘}; and even'to Rungpur and Bengal ;- being Political and Military expenses chargeable to
i1/ 'the general management and defence of this portion of the State, they cannot justly
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- receipts and charges of the several.

districts: inclusive of all sum$ e
chargeable to'them collectively.” year amounted to !

Rs, & g
Dal‘l‘&mg' o .o e e s 89,292 8 15
4 K&ml‘up p e wEE RTT) (YY) Y] "1,85_,5430 6 9
i, Nowgong .. 60,476 10 17 .
Grand fotal of the.8 divisions of Lower Assam .. we  8,35,308,10 1

;Tﬁe‘, clia.‘rg:es”of each of the divisions were as follows, viz.:~ e )

Re. & g

{ ;iﬁﬂ;fi‘:ﬂng 0 0o vee eve e 36,665 9 0
s :', K%ﬁtup Vvie ose whe ere ee 80,4’00 0 0
;"NOWQ"OPg ;; 'l‘, ¥ i\g’"{ - oo oo vee 35, 622 0 0

i we  1,62,687 9 0

e ety e

o these charges are to bo added a proportion 6f the pay of the Assam Light Infantry

and of my salary and of the establishments of my court, all of which I am unable to

“state correctly and could not a,%pox"tion fairly, as the foregoing charges are in part

assignable to Upper Assam and partly to' North-East Rungpur, to Cooch Behar,

be debited to any particular division of this province.
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The estimated area, population, 6. The areas of the d1v151ons. are Qomputed' as fol}omsp.

cultivation, extent of trade, reve. .
, nue or other statistical particulars  pgg, e
meriting notice for each division,

S ‘ Square miles.
D&rrﬂng e ses e (173 veps 1‘,300:. 0 :70
Ka»mrlJP ) vee 900 e see 2;520 8“0
Nowgong 0 ot A “e 5,790 0 O
TOtal wyr vy " (LY e '

P s e
Population, The population as nearly as can be ascerfaingd of each
- . is as follows, vig, y— 7t i
Da,rrang' IX1) oo ) o aee cor 89,519
Kaml‘up vey " ree g e T (X3 24&3,317
Nowg'ong rer ey vor vee ;" 90,000
TDﬁ&l of Popul&tioﬂ vy yer ‘S04 4 2y 1Y) 422,836

7. The proportion of the cultivation to the wastes in Darrang is estimated .by
Lieutenant Matthie, paragraph 2, at one-eighth of the
whole ‘division,, The documents Nos. 3 and 4 annexed
to this report detail the quantities of the lands under” cultivation, These do. not,
however, show the total quantity of land cultivated. The lands ocoupied by the
_ untaxed crops, the sugarcane, mustard seed, oplum, etg., are unnoticed,

8. The third paragraph of Captain Bogle’s report details the extent of cultivation
in the division ofp Kamrup, it is calculated at “one-tenth of the whole .superficial
area of the division, and from the accuracy of the revenue survey conducted by
Mr. Hudson, this estimate may be assumed as nearly correct. The above paragraph
also. glves the total of the cultivation of the Barua and village land and of the unculti-

Cultivation of Darrang,

vated lands of all descriptions; and the table annexed to Captain Bogle’s letter of

the 1st Septémber last distinguishes the different quantities of each kind of cultivated
land whether khiraj or lakhiras,
9. Ensign Brodie estimates the’l cultivation (l)zf the N oiwgong division at 140
L square miles ouly, but this is merely a very rough esti-
Cultivation of Nowggms mate ; for the interior—that large portion of the division
which is comprehended under the general denomination of Mikir and Naga Hills,
we know little or mothing, The total amount of the hillmen within that range,
I believe, will he found to be more considerabla than js generally supposed, and their
cultivation must of course he proportionate thereto. i '

10. We have litfle means of ascertaining the extent of the trade  of ‘Asyam,
Trade of Assam, since the Hydera Customs House was gholished, but even

. then only g portion of the whole of the trade of the pro-
vinoe could have been asceértained, ag this had reference to the trade with Bengal, -
but an active barter of products is carried on .with all the trihes on both sides of. .-
the valley, from Sadiya to Gtoalpara. As there has never heen -a general system of

chaukis along our very extensive houndaries, since we have.ooqupied the province,
the extent of qur traffic with the hill tribes gould not beestimated. :

11. The document No, 2 annexed to Lieutenant Matthie’s report contains a-

Trade of Darrang, .. gtatement of the guazntiti.es of the principal products raised
. _ in his division an,
of each consumed .in the division or exported.

of Assam, which
and eXports.

12, Thy 21st paragraph of Captain Bo%}e’s report refers fo theng'éi'xer’al' trade

Trade of Enmrup, 6 assumes at 4 lakhs, value, of imports

13, Ensign Brodie has nat adyerted to the frade of Nowgong, I suppose from .

inability to make apything like an approximate estimate
of its extent, The principal article. of the ;commerce of
the division is cotton, which is-received from the hill tribes, Mikirs, Nagas and
Kacharis, in exchange for salt.

Trade of Nowgong.

attempt at an gstimate of the. ‘qu&nﬁﬁiﬁs-
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14. The tables annexed to these reports are so full of details on this head that
¢ i, T nothing further seems to he called for. I have only to
i ““““?““1 S refer Nos. I to XVI of Lieutenant Matthie’s reports and
to Nos.1 to 6 of Captain Bogle’s. The division of Nowgong having been the last
placed under the charge of a Buropean, the means are as yet wanting on which to
orm any correct returns in detail. These will be supplitd hereafter as Ensign Brodie
has more leisure and a better acquaintance with the division.

R e — 15. Paragraphs 207 to 223 of Lieutenant Matthie’s
the nature of the tenures in land,

tho oston,sights,and priviloges report have reference to the tenures of land and estates

zaggnp‘;;‘";i;ggggggg,‘“f;.t:fm“‘ﬂ*;‘e in Assam and different classes of the agricultural popu-

aotual. ocoupants - to. tho persons . . .

under ongagement with Govern, lation. Paragraphs 7 to 12 of Captain Bogle’s report and
ment, you will state whether an i .

and Whit spocial means avo taken  Paragraphs 1810 81 of Ensign Brodie’s upon the same
to secure to all parties the enjoy- .

ment of their rights. subject.

© 16. I find myself, from the presence of other business, preeluded from entering
so particularly at present as I could wish into the subjects referred to by M. Secretary
Macsween, and rather than further delay the transmission of these reports, I consider
it better to reserve what observations I have to make on these heads for a separate
“letter. There is a considerable difference of opinion, it will be observed, in the
proprietary rights of the.ryots, but it seems of little consequence to discuss what were
the original rights of the several holders of land under the native Government ; it
- seems quite sufficient to us that we find them possessed of an hereditary right by occu-
. pancy. This right has not yet been formally acknowledged by us, but I consider it of
~ the utmost consequence to the provinee that -this should be fully admitted and that
~each individual should be declared and registered as the proprietor in the fullest extont
of the term of the price of land in his oegupation under cultivation and his eclaim to
. which has been undisputed since our acquisition of the province.

17. Although the ryot is allowed to oceupy and inherit the piece of land cultivated
by himself and father, there are oceasions when by the custom of the province ho is
obliged to relinquish a portion of the land which may be in excess of the fixed portion
of a ryot,—or 2 or 3 puras, and even at times he was liable to have a part of that curtailed,
' The principle adopted by the State was that, as.every ryot beyond a certain age was

liable to personal service or to a commutation thereof in money, he wason his part
entitled. to ‘a certain quantity of land for his maintenance ; it was, therefore, regnlated
. that each ryot should be invested with his set portion on coming of age on demanding it
from the Chaudri, and if it so happened that in the village to which the individual
belonged there was nopafié (fallen) land, the Chaudri made up his share by curtail-
. ing a portion of the excess lands to the legal portion that had been any way acquired
Dby others. ‘ '

18." In process of time in periods of tranquillity even portions of  that legal share
had to be abandoned in. some villages, whatever might be the quantity of wastes
in' other villages; such a custom of course was alone sufficient to render lands
unsaleable. Besides, although every pyke could demand his shure he could not
get rid of the Gtovernment claim -which was personal and not attached to the land,
.and even did he mortgage his land, the rent was to be paid by the mortgagee, and
not. the mortgagor, and he could only mortgage and not sell, for his right was merely
for his life, and to a ocertain amount of land, not to any particular defined spot.

' 19. Under the operation of such customs the land would continue to he
infinitely divided in such parts as possessed the first qualities of rice land, and the
population be concentrated in particular spots, whilst large tracts of inferior land
would remain untouched, and the- people would be  deprived of all that energy
which is produced by a full and inalienable possession on the one hand, and want
that stimulus to exortion and enterprize on the other which the non-possession of
any land would force upon them.

20 By theabolition of these customs and by creating a saleable property jn
16 ‘land, . the industtious wotld gradually be ‘acquiring larger possessions and
ising themselves in society, whilst the less industrious and their progeny would,
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become labourers or emigrate to.the waste tracts. . I’ think on’ these considerations
there is an immediate necessity for.a declaratory enpotment proclaiming the entire
right of each ryot to the land in hig" ocoupancy to sell, mortgage, or inherit op .other-

wica dignose of hig land
wilsé GISposg OL 418 iand.

21, It is to be kept in mind that theland: was nof -held jn, community by ‘the::
inhabitants of a village, but*'by the members of & clan .on.caste,..and; that the mem-
bers of 20 clans sometimes inhabited in' one. village. These clans being now broken
up, the members are in actual possession of distinet portions of lands uneonnected
with any coparcenary right on the part of the other paternity of ~the village,
which otherwise might have been an objection to the recegnition. of .tindividut;}g rights,

22. On this subject, I beg to call the attgntion of’ Government:to. the . provisions
proposed by Ensign Brodie in his 33vd paragraph,,which have generally my full con--
currence. gt Hliy ol el il

23. With regard to the land held by ryots, the rents of. svhiclh; are collected -by
the Ohaudries, I see mno difficulty whatsoever in carrying an arrangement such as .
progosed by Ensign Brodie into immediate and complete effect, ‘but there are other
lands with regard to which there may be some doubt as to the mode of procedure,
I allude to lakhiraj and other separate estates, ¢

24, In the Barmutar and Darmuiar estates I. eonceive .that when these were:
separated from amongst the ryots’ lands,. the ryots retained.all their rights, and
wore besides invested with certain -privileges which elevated them in’ society, such:
as their exemptions from the calls of the State for their personal service. It would,
therefore, seem proper that all the ryots even awithin those estates should be declared
the owners of the lands in full proprietary” rights.cand: liable only to pay to the
Brahmins or otbers holding such lands the same amount of rents or such proportion as
hereafter may be allowed by Government' @s are claimable from the ryots paying
direct to the State. The right of‘holders would consist solely . without rent which
the ryots elsewhere pay to Government, and where the estates are still in the hands
of the priesthood, to those who render services to the temples, ete., which they have
aﬁva ?1 been subjected. to and for which they formerly obtained the ‘distinct privileges
alluded to. \

. 25. Sueh estates should be' soliable, but if they pass out of the. hands .of ‘the
priesthood, the ryots should thenceforth he exempted from all services and. pay-
+ments beyond the Government rates.of assessment, . - . L

26, The ryots on the Brahmin estates are, I believe, generally on a much better
footing than the Government ryots, for their desertion is now greatly dreaded by
the Brahmins (their lands being unsaleable under present circumstances), and they
therefore commonly make remittances under pleas of distress and commutations of
r?loei'ItJit;S cﬁ; kind for money payments, which the Government ryots.ean seldom be
admitted to. S

27. There are other estates, such aswhat are called Ckamus, defined by 4 boundaries,
that pay full rent to Government. ‘The ryots of these are also endowed’ with certain
privileges, and the holder of the Ohamua has only the privilege of being-the Collector’s
officer of that particular estate (in which, however, he may have land of his own) and
being exempted from the control of the Chaudri of the pargana, '

28. Besides, there are what are called khiraj khats or chowanees; the proprietor of
such holds the whole land and is exempt from the control of the Chaudris and has the
full power of making his own arrangements with all the inhabitants within his estate.
He pays, however, the full Government rent for gll the lands he has in ocultivation.
These estutes were originally grants of wastes on which the grantees settled.ihis "own
slaves, puva’te servants, and such foreigners as he could induce tp" emigrate, and,
therefore, with the internal arrangements-of these estates, I would propose’ no inter-
ference whatever, conceiving the engagements of the landlord and his tenanfs, what-"

- ever they may be, to be only cognizable to the Civil Courts in due courseoflaw. They
may be considered as the only free-hold estates in the province, and I conceive they
may be of great consequence hereafter, in giving character to the holders and prevent-
ing the whole population being sunk to one level, of agricultural labourers.
They will also.be the only estates that Europeans or other settlers, being capitalists,

L
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would be desirous to purchase in the province, for without having the right of all
‘proprietorship over their estates, it would be vain expecting they would make any
outlay on its improvement, or for theintroduction of manufactories.

.. 29. There may be some other particular estates to which I have not adverted,
but '6f course the respective rights of each would be the subject of énquiry, when any
general arrangement was entered upon, consequent to the acknowledgment by the
-Government that they.resigned all pretension to any right in the soil, beyond the pay-
‘ment of the assessments upon it.. :
U A et At 80. On this head I have little to add to the details given
of the land nssessments and de- e . :
scribe the data and rules witl re« by my assistants. The total amount of land revenue is
ference to which they are regulated
in each district and the usual g .
periods and conditions of fetile- alréady given, for we have no other taxes, unless the capi-
ments, “As regzﬁ'dshthe fiten’ss ohﬁ' ;
Vi s i [} .
district their number and relative  $4£100, house or hearth tax may be so called, although it

accounts. and the rrinciples on

ypichney afe Calculuted, 240ME | ig in reality a tax on the land, but clumsily and unequally

the local officers may be desirous 700

31:9 g‘?g'{’}ilﬁﬁg"ﬁg  iheir oberas ‘applibd<to it. This I would propose to direct the
of the people.” B .
... .collectors of each division to throw it on the lands.

_-81. Whilst doing this, it would be desirable to introduce umiformity as far as
-possible in the .assessments, but this ig of inferior consequence, for each division has
.been immemotially subject to some difference of management, having been frequently

under separate Governments and being injgreat measure peopled by distinet races of

89. The hearth ta%; Head or house tax mow is very greatly in the way of the
establishment of any separate estates or the introduction of any manufactories, for
it has the effect of retaining all the. population on their miserable payments of
estates; and in the culture of rice. ' If all classes not-lolding land were exempt from
these taxes, we should gradually find'a portion of the population attempting other
‘occupations and becoming hired labourers, which they are now restrained from doing
by the effect of this tax. The people are -thercfore all scattered over the whole
country in small agricultural hamlets, and the growth of great towns having a larger
population of the labouring classes is retarded, but without the rise of which we
shall never improve either in our commerce or our manufactures.

‘831, The only other proposition that I have to make is to be permitted to malke the
next assessments for a period.of five years in the districts which have come under the
opetation of the revenue survey, and for three years in the other districts, which,
although not surveyed, may have had their resources well ascertained ; many of the
great churs are in this predicament where the cultivation is not yet sufficiently fixed,

~or concentrated to be worth immediate survey. I would expect such districts to
which the survey may be proceeding or is about to be commeénced upon, in such it
would be expedient to make an annual assessment until the survey is completed.

_ 84. On this subject I would beg to receive the early orders of the Government,
that the Collectors may be prepated by the approaching’ commencement of the ensuing
official year. ! ; T A .

: 35? At present the annual .settlements. have the effect of consuming a very
exorbitant portion of the time of the assistantsin charge and harassing whole popula-
‘tions of the country without any adequate gain to Government, I have only just

~recéived the settlements for the current year of the Nowgong division, and those of
the Kamrup division are not completed. :

~ 86. The subjects noticed in the 8rd, 4th, and 5th paragraphs of Mr. Macsween’s

letter have already been partially noticed in my letter to the Judicial Secretary of the
10th May last, and being still under diséussion may be expediently deferred for the
present, sl b ‘

i 87, The details given in Yoy assistants’ reports are fully explanatory of the rules
‘and practice at present in force in the -administration of civil and criminal justice
~and management of the. police, as I at not aware of anything that calls for immediate
‘attention.
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From—DLicutenant Jasues Marrmrs, Principal Assistant to the Governor Gleneral’s Agent,
Collector and Magistrate of zilla Darrang,

To—Captain Franors JEwkiNg, Commissioney of Assam.
st o
AanowJedg‘es the receijt of a request to submit a suoglncn’lepow upon.me nevenue a-uq qumouu

17

% to T—~Designation of the district, situation, boundaries, aress, .pgpulatzop. Revenue expenses,

profits, soil, productions, and divisions. 4t

8 to 28—1st Division, Desh Darrang, ditto ditto iy ‘dlittél.,'
28 to 85—2nd Division, Chatgari, ditto ditto, ditto.
86 to 46—Bhutan possessions on the Assam plains :d@tﬁo ditto,
46 to 56—8vd Division, Chutia, ditto . ditto ditto.,

66 to 74~4th Division, Chrduar, 4t e iy dittosy i’

lvfia

description of tribe, nature of blqckmaxl and pystem of prosuring gold in the. begls of

Assam rivers,

74 to 92—~bth Division, Naoduar, difto diﬁt;o',' degeription of tribes, nature of blgckmail,
etc., etin,

92 to 10R—Civil establishments, civil courts.

102 to 115—Criminal courts. ‘

115 to 119—Revenne courts.

119—Languages in wich the procesdings are firgpared.

120~ Deseription of natives employed in the courtsi

121—Duties of Native Officers.

122 to 126——Militavy establishments, detail of guards and outposts.

126 to 188—Detailed report on the feudal revenue system under the Assam Government,

188 to 185— Ditto on the cause of the abolition of the. old K/wlwart‘ or Segtlgment by
geparats villages, which' has been substituted ~opipion the;eon, and\ ploposqlp for 1

assimilating the taxes throughout the provinces,,

155 to 169—Detailed repurt on the population and climate.

159 to 181—  Ditto on the soil, state; of ];;éyltixzafq;qq}f pmdqu;o(%k and weighty w%ﬂé,

measures,

18] to 189—Dztailed report on waste land,

189 t0 202—  Diito on live-stock, domesficiand wild; /
202 to 207—  Ditto on agricultural implements and labour,

207 to 24— Ditto on estates, land tepures, eto,

294 to 285—  Ditto  on manufactures, arts, and sgiences.

%86 to 241—  Ditto on habitations, architecture, and timber.

241 to 247 — ' Ditto on edueation, schools, ete,

247 to 25'4:——, ‘Ditto on slavery.
2 dme ‘ Ditta on castes and trikes. ’

255—Assam era.
258—Conclusion,
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LIST OF STATEMENTS, FORMS, AND TABLES ANNEXED.
TiSketeh of the whole distriet,

II.~~Statement showihg, the quantity and nature of the articles produced in the district of
Daxrang, quantity expended and. gold or exported.

11T ~Révenue settlement of the district of zilla Darrang in Assam for the Assamese year 1756
or 1834-35 A.D. :

/1V.SStatistieal veturn of the district of Datrang in Assam for the Assamese year 1766 or
- 1834-35 A/D.

dad { i .

V.—Tablo showing the articles of tribute paid to the British Government annually by the
ginkoff of the Bhutan Duar on the northern frontier of the district of Darrang.
VI.';iébmpai‘a%iﬁe. statement “of regulat causes depending hbefore the Commissioner, Assistant

A Commissioner, and Miix@ﬁifs of zilla ‘Darrdng during the years 1833 and 1834.

VITi~Abbtrait statemetitiof robberiés and 6thier;crimes ascertained by the police officers, otherwise

7t 4o bave been committed within . thie district of zilla Darrang in As:awm from the lst
Januaty to 818t December 1834y. for the. number of persous:known or suppes:d to have
‘been. concerned i stich erimes, ahd ‘the nymber apprehendud, and the computed value
iof property plundered or stolen and the amount received, according to the police report,
or otherwise;; also comparative Statiment of climes of a heinoug nature ascertained by
the police officers or otherwise to'have been committed within the district of Darrang
.duting the years of 1833 and 1834,

V1T ~<Sfatement of summaty suits instituted i the- Collector’s offive of the district of Darrang
i during the years.1838 and 1834 A, Dior 1289 and 1240 B. S.

"1‘,: faé.’oemeﬁt«showing the naturs and number of distraints in the district of Darrang for
afreatd’of reverue for 1289 'qanrl 1240 B. 8 :

%

KLk of -amlds.and establiliment forléhe Civil, Crimival and Revenue Courts of the Darrang
‘district dn Asgam, -
‘%Stﬁteﬁx:éﬁéféhowmgiﬁi%e ,ﬁ\?{ﬁéi‘igg}fstrengbh of the Military force, proposel for, and doing
i the duties of the zillaiDarrang. _ _
XIL.-~Translations of all the documents connected with revenue s:ttlenient by village of the
district of Darrang under civil charge of Lieutenant James Matthie. ‘

X]IL~~Estimated andount of the expenses attending the cultivation of 12 pooras of 1st rate or
il suptt, and the same quantity of 8rd rate or farimgats land, also the value of the produce
o, Tor the first year:

X ?m osiguiiiant of articles of prodice ini the district of Darrang.
! Rt S R ity e ps
XV, ETables Nos. 1 and:%; Assam atid messurement,

X V1~ Statement of the nuniber of ﬁéfébﬁég»-lrhoWn~ to have been killed by wild beasts in the zilla
: Darrang ‘under. civil rcharge- of Lisutenant James Matthie during the years 1883 and
1834 A, ‘D, ! ‘

e

A e
X2k

bt “-Lié\xﬁéna,nk JAMEB MATTHIE,OEQ }Mé.éigbrpte aad Collettor, Darrang,
.,:'i‘ffs’aﬂ',«capﬁdiﬁ P, Jagiss, Commissioner of Assam.

T 've, the honour to acknowledge the feceipt of your circular letter under date 13th December Jast

annexing &-copy of'a letter, No, 1018 of date 10th November, from the Seeretary to Grovernment, calling

tipon’ me. to furnish a succinet report upon the Revenne and Judicial adminisiration, and of the statis-.
tical tésources of the district -under ‘my civil charge, and in obedience I beg to submit the following

reports
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2. The district is designated zilla Dairang, and the .territory comprising it is situsted on the

Zilla Darrang,
Boundaries—

North.—~Continuous range of the
Bhutan, Akha, Koppa Choor, and
Duffla mountains,

South.—Brahmaputra river,

East.—Kobhu Jim or Creck,

West.—~Bur Nuaddee,

Area~~1,300 square miles.
Populution—89,519.

Revenue—Rs, 89,292-8.15  New
Furruckkabad. -

north bank of the Brghmaputra river between latitude.26° 18 and
26° 85 and longitude -91° 48" and 93° 80’. Its greatest length
is about 102 miles and breadth 80 miles, but varies very considerably
in the Jatter, being in most parts only 10 miles broad, in  consequence
of the winding course of the arm of the Brahmaputra, which forms ite
southern boundary, The country is generally flat, bub so far undulated
ag to admit of varioug cultivation, but at present rice may be consjdered
the sole crop, on which the inhabitants depend for food,. Not above
one-eighth of ths district is cultivated. It contains s few insulated low
hills at Singoye and Poorah in the division of Ohaydooare, ag.shown

in the annexed rough map, which will give a correct.idea’ of the shape: of the: distress and its divisions,
8. The whole of the district is intersected Wwith nurigroys xivera - and nalalks, some: of..which -are
valuable on account of the gold dust found i their ‘beds, bub apnually do great. migchief tp the crops in™

their immediate vicinity.

Hindus m i
Mubammadans s sﬁi?}i
Cacharis, Miris, and other 39,461
non Hindus. —

" 89,519

Free persons oo 86,041
Slaves " e 2,301
Bondsmen ., o 1,177
89,519

.
The expense for amlah and establishe
ments is calculated on the list recom-

=2
Fl s

! 4. The popylation's eefimated ;89,619 souls'of all religions ‘and
h.i 8., ; . b 'v,#“q*)'?L: [ e Vs % Ve 3.;:['4‘.4'1
5. The revenue of ‘the district for 1834, 1885A.D, or 1241B.8.
is new Furruckabad Rs. 89,292-8:1b ; the total expenses, including my .
salary, the pay of the whole of thy gm/ah and establishments and of
24 provincial goldiers, are only Ra; 86,665-9-9-3, so that thore is a
net surplus of Rs, 62,626-16-6-1, which, I may with confidence affirm,
will be within a few years considerably 'increased, as rhuch land lying
waste will be rendered: profitable svhen the resources of the province
are o little more drawn fouth, ‘ ' '

e

mended to Government, which, although
not formally sanctioned as yet, are
.entertained under the Commissioner's
authority. E

# 1, Desh Darrang.
2. Chatgurree,

3. Chootiyah.

4. Charduar.

5. Noaduar,

6. The district iy divided into five* grand divisions, .these divie
sions wern cstablished by the Assamese Government,:and are ‘remayk~
ably distinct, and their-boundaries o well defined thaf I consider it j
highly desirakle and polibia to uphold them,” - -+ = oo -

7, This distriet labours under mauy more Jocal disadvantages than any other inithe: rovinee,
being exposed to no less than five independent States on. its northern *fronlier—Bhutiis, Kampa }?Bhutias,
Akas, Kappa Choors and Dufflas, the first, fhird .and last of which are allowed in persons to colleot
blackmail from our subjects, the nature of which I will'describe in the report of the division, 'in which 1
the objectionable system is allowed, | J p

8, The first and largest division is D:sh Darrang, which is situated in the exfrome western portion -
of the digtvict. It is somewhat of & conical :shapp, *the: point neprly,,
rstng on Gauhali, Its' breadth on the weatern poing: isi‘ghout 82 ° -~
miles, but, on the eastern side only 14 miles. It is, like every other .
division 1in the province, intersected by numerous rivers which flow in g
Aroig shundliddeia sontherly.direction from the Bhutan mountaios as feeders to the Brahma-
populai‘gmfsa,m, ! putra ; many are navigable at all seagons of the year for the largest
Revenue—Rs, §3,302-374+2. canoes. There is'abundance of water during the. raing for boats of.
the large.t size, but like all our streams, flowing from the hills, liable to sudden rises, and as sudden falls,
end ran with such rapidily as to render it hazardous for-any, but the smallest craft ; nearly all the
rivers continue o flow during the spring, so that-it is well supplied with watar. There are numerous ‘
tanks scattered in the villages, many of which alsp afford wholesome water throughout the year, some .
however have been allowed to go to ruin mercly for want of small repairs, which are, now, 1 am: h,appy"}
to say, being made by the villagers, There are vely few, wells, 10 i

9. Up to 1833 the rsvenus system called K#e/warra ostablished by the Assamese Goyernment -
was retained, but a3 it was impossible to adhere to allits peculiarities under our stystem of--Groyernment,.’
the amount of the oesh jammas we fixed could 1ot be realized, and consequently fell info @ wery large
balance, so that a mauzawaree or settlement by separate villages was substituted, and has worked.
remarkably well. I shall in another part of this report detail separately the nature of the former
and revised revenue srrangements, s

10, The productions ars of a valuable description, but in quantity very insignificant vs yet, ,which |
I conceive is principally attributable to the want of a little fostering care and more estinsive Kuropean
superintendence, [t must be recollected that this division, inleed I moy add the whole district, was
left almost entirely to the charge of a nutive ettablishment up to 1883, The principal crops are .rige;
of which there are several varieties cultivated, but none of the kinds ave probably equal .to ‘the best
sorts of Bengal rice. Little other grain is used by the bulk of the population, and the most common king t

|

Division of Desh Darvang,
. Boundaries— . .
North—The division of Chatgaree.
South—Brahmaputra river,
East—Branch of the Demoari river.
West—Bor Nuddee.

of rice are coarse (red), and - little esteemed by the natives of Bengal, The other productions  consist.of
munga, silk, lac, beetle-nut, sugarcane, tobacco, opium, black peppeg,_must&rd‘ seed, and .cotton. In
an annexed statement [ have shown the quantity produced in each division.

11. This is the most important division in the distriet. It was formerly under the« jurisdiction of !
a separate Raja or Rajas, who were descendants from the same stock as the Coooh Behar and Bijni ‘
Rajas. They came under the yoke of the Assam Raja about two hundred years ago. After subjeotion
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they were allowed to exercise judicial control over the country on being selected for that duty by the
Assam Raja. It was usual to choose one ér two of the family, who, in the latter case, were styled the
Damga Raja.and Soru Raja. greater and the lesser Rajas, They were generally confirmed in the

i private estates they held as sovereigns, .and these were surveyed
and carefully recorded in the records of the Assam Kings. These lands, like those granted to Gossazus
and other holy persons, although now designated */Zakkirej,” pay a small tax levied upon them
W at our conquest by the late Mr, Scott, pending an enquiry into the
S g S amnas thefoorak  yight of a full exemption for the quantity at first claimed. Tt is with

~ regret I have to ald that, for want of some final arrangements

_being made respecting the estates of these Rajas, the finances and affairs of ths branches of the family
now. living are in a most deplorable state, and I fear they will not be dis:ntingled from their

difficulties for many years unless Government speedily bestow some favourable consideration
towards them. . '

12. The khirani or aséessed land is distributed amongst the ryots, and is the property of
Government. The village leases have hitherto been renewed annually. There are at present 144
‘villages, edch under the fiscal charge of a pafghiraj or beadman, who is responsible to the Collector for
the dué realization of the revenue of his village, which he pays direct into the treasury ; for his services
and expenses ho receives 15 per cent. on his jammaeld. As many of the villages are of such an insigni-
ficant size, it is my intention, on the demise, failure, or misconduct of the present patghiris, to consoli-

ks BTl S date many and to give 3 or 4 villages in charge toone paighizi, both
English feet, is equal to 33 Bengal for the purpose of lightening the present voluminous accounts, and of
6'5,;1"05 otra, ) EngAlish acre, lﬁsquare talsing the emoluments so as-torender them worthy the consideration
AL R ot _ of respectable men, and as being the only means we have of giving
gome employment and iterest in the country to the members of ths better families. Few ryots
cultivate beyond 12 pooraks of rice land, and the average is about 4 pooraks exclusive of the high land
about their houses. .

13, There are three kinds of rice land, and consequently three rates of assessment; the first rate
land is called »#p1z, assessed ut Re. 1 and 8 annas the poora’, the second rate is called “ Damiullee,”
at 12 aonas the poorak, and the third rate furinghati at 4 annas the poorat, Besides the above tracts,
each’  hearth ’’ or chooroo is assessed at two.rates, first rate at Re, 1, and second rate at 8 annas, cal-
culated on the wealth of the iyot : this tax is imposed in lieu of a cess on the @ burree’” (village or high)
lands, swhich at presont are retairied rent-fres, It is very desirable that an early opportunity should
be taken to abolish all such rmiscellaneous taxes on ‘“hearth ’’ “ houses ” and “ poll”” They are objec-

" tionable under our system, and the substitution of a cess on the high or village lands will not only
simplify the revenue accounts, but will compensate Government, and bear more equally on the ryots. I
should recommend that what changes may be consilered expedient may be made in all the districts
simultaneously. 1 .

v 14, The above rates are ssmewhat higher than is imposed in the other districts of the province
;&'ﬂd"will consequently require to be slightly revised on reriewing the leases for the ensuing year.

‘15, On the separation of the five divisions comprising the Datrang zilla from the Lower
Assam district in 1833, my predecessor (Captain H. Rutherford) fixed on the east bank of the mouth
of the Numgle Dye river in this division, as a sudder station, consequently my principal Civil, Cri-
minal, and Revenue Courts are established there : but. as that portion of the district is now settled,
I have solicited the sanction of Government to rexove the sudder station to the more centrical position
of Poora in the divigion of CHarduar, by which arrangement I shall be better able to adjust tha affairs
of tl&e"?astems, and which will be seen in my report of it is the most wild and unsettled portion of

. the distriet. : ' :

_ '18. The whole of this division has been regularly surveyed, and valuable maps prepared under the
lote Mr. Scott’s orders by the late Lieutenant Bedingfeld und Mr. Mathews.

17, The only old public works of this division worthy of notice arethe fine old dund roads, most
of which I am now repairing. The prifcipal éund road in Assam is called the Gosain Kamli Alj
-which was made’ about 200 years ago; it is said to have exti:nded from the Monap river (the
boundary of Bengal) to Suddeah (Sadiya), the most eastern post in Upper Assam running parallel with
the Bhutan and Duflah mountains, through Kamrup and Darrang, Chooteegall, Charduar, Nowduar,
Chahduar and Susee, and after the subjection of the country by the Assamese, it was considered as
fixed on as the boundary between Assam and Bhutan; the Bhutiahs having usurped the territory north
of, and between, it; and their original boundary during the previous troubles of Assam. It has never
been repaired since it was made, and being constructed entively of earth is now consequently scarcely
discernible, being' in many parts ‘washed away and overgrown with impenetrable forest jungle. The
counfiry in its vicinity is completely depopulated, so that 1t would be impossible except at an enormous
expense to renew it. The other prineipal old sxmd roads in this division run diagonally from the south-
west to'ths south-east corners ahg arg called the Bengali Ali; they all join at the old estate of the
Darrang Rajas, at the village of Mohunpur on the Mangaldai xiver. There were no less than six - bund
" roads striking off from the Raja’s house, and are said to have been constructed by him subszquent to the
‘Mussalman invasion, In the annexél map I have shown in what direetion the roads run. Until the
present year, no repairs have ever been made, but as I bave lately obtained the sanction of Governs
mént to disburse a trifle for that purpose; I trust to be able during this and the ensuing winter to renew
them all, except the Gogain Kambh Ali; which, I-hope, will induce Government to grant annually a small

3
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sum, should it only be equal to the amount of my ferry fund, for keeping in repair. such valuable public
works., The road which runs from the village of Kurdah, nearly opposite Gaubati; I trust. to. be -able
to carry on through the whole of my district to Bishnath, to effect which I am now negotiating with
all the village headmen, and propose shortly marching up to Bishnath to survey the whole lipe. It 'is
searcely reasonable to suppose the ryots with such.a scanty populafion would repair such extensive,
works, unless with a little aid. I have always found a little good-natured expostulation backed by an
ooonsional present of salt, rice, and sweetmeats to bg distributed on the spot is quite sufficient encourage-
ment for them to aid cheerfully, These dunds are raised about '8 apd jn. some places 4 feet, and
are about 18 feet broad. ' ¢ s e

18. There are no less than 298 tanks in this division, but none built of brick or stone, or'(‘dfif,&ﬂ
remarkable size. ~No brick or even mud houses worthy of notice, The Darrang Raja’s estate in s the:/
village of Mohunpur is surrounded with a mud wall fast falling to decay, The places of worship, 'af -
which there are only two, are composed of the same perishable materials as the private houses, viz,, grass
and bamboos, There are no bridges either of masonry or timber and no public schools, .

19. There are no fixed market places except at the sx‘ldq'e"r\ station, fo which the' ryots near it
resort for the purchase of, or barter for, articles not produeed in. the country, such a8 salt and broad
cloth,  The people residing in the western part of this division generally. go.to *fhe Gauhati, bazars as

being the nearest and most convenient,

20. There are no extensive forests in this division, the few timbers expended for building .are
generally wakors and jack trees. I have never heard that any. kind of tree was exported. '

. s 21, The principal ferries are at the ghass to cross the Brahmas.
i,‘nTg)‘\!g am?g:r:;fy:f:i%x 23?'.5"‘:2: putra river, and are called Rangamate Poora’ and Fikiliputes,, '?‘f.,l?h)ey
-gnirr:)l'uded in the Jamg noted in the mar-  yigld a revenue to Government of Rs, 600 per annum, Al

22. The fisherioy are also farmed. There are énly six jheels which let for Rs, 165 per annum ;-
and the right of fishing in the Brahmaputra river, which is designatied the Jalkar makal, 13 separately
farmed for Rs. 185 per annum, to meet which eaoh nebis taxed according to its size and capabilities,

. as was the custom under the Assam Government. !

23, The name of this division is said to be derived from an oceurrence which happened. on the
first settlement of the Raja in this quarter. He took up his residence and erected a mud fort at Dalpur,
but on the commencement of the rains the site on which he had fixed became flooded and much infested.
with wild beasts, which threw the whole of his household into great confusion and alarm, and obliged him
to remove to the village of Meydah : this ocourrence amused the ‘Assam Raja, who directed the. country
should be called Darrang, « Dur ” signifying in Assamese flood and ““ Rang * anything amusing,

24, There are no public, and only a few private, schools in this divjsion ; numerous pupils attend,
but the system pursued is little caloulated to make scholars wseful members of society, as scarcely
anything is taught but Hindu goriptural history, The school masters are remunerated in rice and other
productions, . ) ' ' ‘ :

25, In the. jummak noted in the margin, I have included the amount for which the chapurees

or islands thrown up by the Brahmaputra are farmed, A separate

settlement is made for them, as they are farmed to the highest bidder.

There are 13 chapurees registered, but as it is quite impossible to calculate what islands may be thrown

0 Re, upor carried away by the river during the year, depending entirely on

Suntinah for 1241, S the nature of the season, the settlement is made for a fixed jummak

Buhuni chapuree seitlement .., yoo af the risk of the farmer, who is allowed to demand from such
Remaining 12 chapurees o 7,000 porgong who may cultiyate them the rates noted in the margin.

The soil of these'i\sla(ﬁd‘s,v is very productive, but the- culivators are

Clapurees.

Rates of cultivation per pural,
Opium cultivation s
guae or spring rg:seed... = etcm R %

urso or mustard s m, etc, . ' -y ; ¢
1n the Bakonce chapures the tax is ot numetous wild elephants and buffaloes which resort to the unoultivated.
preseat fixed on the ploughs only, each o i i I Y
plough Rs, 3. i

I
1 *subjgct to great logs byiaﬁx'-suddey rige of the rivers, and from' the

parts, L

26, There is also another separate settlement made for the Murreaks or travelling tipkers, which
. is a distinet 4hel, and the pykes comprising it ave, seattered all over
Murrealithice jummal for 1241B:S.  ¢ho division. The jummah in this kkel amounts to Rs. 365-8, and is
e e 23 not included in the summahk noted in the margin for this division,
Under the Assamese Government, these men manufactured all kinds of brass and bell-metal pots and
pans, and prepared a fermented liquor from ricg. As izheir. trade was in formex: times very lpcmtwe, they
were taxed higher than the other pykes, each pyke paid Res. 5 per annum ; this rate is still demanded.
But it bears extremely hard upon them now, as'the trade is no longer a monopoly ; the merchants import
nearly all the brass utensils from Bengal, and quantities of liquor of a better quality and.equally
as cheap is also imported, I, thereforg, propose: for the ensuing year to recommend that they be put
upon the same footing as the other pykes. These men ape, a8 may be sup}ll)osed, of a very low caste,
and the most difficult to manage. Their houses are the resort of all debauched characters, and as fhey
are so congtantly intoxicated, it is necessary to appoint a strich fiscel officer over them.

4
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7. T have anneved a statement showing the quantity and quality
of'ths' land under eultivation rates; and nature of tax, and the popula-
tion in each division:

Documents Nos, 4 and 4.
1)

Tobo oo’
;géq/g‘s%oig Chatgarés, il
= R R A 1T, s S IG : 5 > )
| RS e W) possession 1h| Kulliog 28. & second division is Chatgaree sibuated to the north of
I South Dan%%ufer Sooinah. y ﬁﬁ'ﬁ [ ;g;-;i--y.'
outh.~~Des Trang. DAk Daeane < .
" East.—~Bhutan paossessgion Koreahpara. gp‘% 4.4 %ﬁ,l‘)i‘lga_: A great proportion of the population of many of

AWe«at.—-Bhutan npossession Kulling, =2 %y %é' ;

-Area—30 square miles. v ol lades. of this divi 1 « b
i theé villiges: of this division is of the “ Cacharee  tribe.
Revenue—Rs,14,630-8. \

~sp» 'The rivers that flow fhrough'ﬁﬁgfﬁ%g v“é oﬁow through this, whicil, besides the numerous tanks
7(of which there are 28), afford excellent wabir at all ssasons.

29, The soil‘ls ‘cbn"sligi'e;féa a3 good and:prodactive as that of Darrang, of which it may be properly
congideted a portion, as wothing but aline. of . colton trees marks its boundary. Under the Assamese
Goverament the revenue was realized on the. helwaree syst:m, but the settlement by separate villages

-has been most advantageously substibuted. { Thetetire 81 villages.

. 30. The whola of the courts &f the diviiion ™ of Dartang at present extend their jurisdiction over
this division, but I have already strongly ecotametided a separate police thamah be established in

' this division to check the present extensive 'cattle’ stealing’ carried om by the Bhutan subjects who
reside in ‘the tetritory appertaining to the Bhutan:passes.

o LSh’I‘hereme‘ 10 old public works worthy of notice except a und road rusning from north to
:’z‘eéufhia'xﬁiijigh svas Taade ahout 50 years ago by the. Boorsowde or Assamese nobleman, who had charge
"6f $he division: Thereis only ove place of worship, which is constructed of grass and bamboos.

assessed than any other ; first, its proximity to the Bhutan possessions (which are inhabited by the same
clags of people), which renders it-liable to_%e constantly robbed of its cattle and other property, for
instance, no less than 500 head of. oattle aresaid to have been carricd off within the last three
years, The offenders in spite of the most vigilant exertions of our police can escape with impunity, as
the ginkoffs or civil authorities in charge of these passes are said to encourage the practice, and even
+ accused of deriving a benefit by the proceeds. Secondly, the disadvantages the ryots labour under
* in disposing of their surplus produce, from its great distance, compared wii;ie the other divisions, from
. ‘the Brahmaputra river ; and thirdly, as the people residing in the Bhutan possessions are lightly
5, ~assessad go that we should endeavour to keepipur taxes as nearly as possible on a par, or otherwise the
b ryots will assuredly migrate, as the soil is precisely the same, and the Bhutan system of realizing the
B tax by taking a portion of the produce in lieu of money is more consonant with their inclinations
i and usages, : : -

E, " 32 Many ciroumstances operate in making it desirable that thisdivision should be somewbat les®
;A

P

88, Theré is bub one mart i this division, which was formerly of great importance. It was and
is_now held at the village of Leelputah. It was established by the Assam Kings for the Bhutias,
.. who annually bring down gold, musk, blankets, rock salt and ponies to barter for the products of
- the ‘plains, such -as rice, broad cloths, liquor, and dried fish. Formerly the Kampa, or Upper Bhutias,
used to come down with a large stock of merchandise, but for tho last four years the trade has been
“  confined to the, Bhutias of the lower mountains, who prefer hawking about their goods from village to
‘& village to attending a regular mart, During last year, they only bronght down about 150 #0laks of gold,
'%, in dust and balls, 50 blankets, 150 or 200 maunds of salt, 50 musk bags, and 10 or 12 ponies, whereas
| = formerly,on an average they and the Kampa Bhutias used to bring down as much as 500 Zolaks of
.. gold, and everything else in proportion, Every encouragement has been given to them, as in 1838, we .
¥ even built a large market place with commodious houses for their merchandise, and I sent up intimae
tion to them that I would sttend the fair to purchase some of their goods, but it appears that they
=i caught the small-pox the two previous years that they visited the plainsand having lost several followers
£ by it are now much alarmed ; ‘however, I trust yet to be able to re-establish the mart, at any rate, as
i, 1 conceive it of such. importance to the commercial interests of the people of Chatgaree. I will make
... every exertion to effect it, fig e atis s

g g, v

84, This division is said to have de¥ivdd its name from the circumstance of the Assam Raja hav-
ing ordered (a8 was the custom) a bamboo polg to be erected on that spot which he gave in charge of
"gne,of his riobles, cAat signifying in .Assamese & land mark or sign, and ¢ Garree” or “ Mareo ” to
e, huwry.. i
| . f%e Native officer in charge of the division was formerly invested with civil and judicial authority,
. J;an'& was also Political A gent for the Bhutan affairs. - There are numerous descendanis of this famii
* . residing in the division, but their education has been so neglected that out of 16 Boorooswas that
i summoned, with en intention of giving them employment, when introducing the settlements by separate
vg,.,willages,,’ only & could read or write, and they had but a very imperfeot knowledge of keeping accounts. .
i3 ", /There ars only one or two private schools, and they meet with very little patronage,

P2

T "Although the tetritory on the plains at thé Blivtati pasges is only under my juriediction for four.
/ } monthe of the .yéar; I shall take this opportumity of giving an
‘abstract report orit, as it ' forms the nofthern, eastern, and patt of the

_ “Blutan possessiont on the plains o
Astama, { e T
‘western boundary of this division.
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86. This tract of territory is said to have been granted to,the: Bhutai Rajs, sowe hundred years
8go by the Assam.Raja to enable his subjaghs fo-oultivate rice’ and other necessarigs, whioh counldnot
be produced in the mountains, in consideration of which the Bhutiahg were to pay'an annual tribute of
articles manufactured or produced in the mountains to the Assam Raja, with a gtipulation that it should

come under his jurisdiction during the months of;,:issar, Sradun, Siadur,,
* From 15th June to 15th October. and Assin¥ This tract of territory is divided into three estates, desigw .
nged Kullung Duar, Burce Guneah Duar, and Roreah Parrah Duar,
to each of which civil officers have besn appointed by the Deb Rajs, designated znkoffs and Rajas,
e B who are invested with civil and eriminal authority in their ;ngeotivq .
.t In Kullung and Bures Guneah there  divigions, These officers appear to exercise great power " ag they inyess
v g ;j:s‘:‘t 2 fatah Begaigfig tigate all civil and criminal *cases vivd voce, and unless for murder
and . dacoity under aggravating circumstances do not even record in:
writing the summary of their proceedings or sentences,  [n serious and heinous cases they malke a formal
investigation on the spot, and transmit a summary reporf along with the prisoners direct to the Db .
Raja, who, for murder, passes sentence of ‘death; which is immediately carried info exesution either by
hanging by the neck or by immerging the culprit with weights into a river or 'downa precipice. In
cass where death is inflicted the property —and often the family—of tho offenders is confiscated, For
gang robbety, attended with wouading only, the Deb Raja awardg imprisonment with hard labour “in
irons for life or a term of years. . All thoir punishments for heinous offence are similar to ours, and.do. nof
in any case partake of that barbarous and revolting system pragtised in most unoivilizel countries and fors -
merly in Assam, of mutilation and protracted torture. For burglary, theft, and such like 'offences; s
slight fine and corporal punishment is only inflicted. They have regular prisons both at .the Duars
and at the residence of the Deb Raja, who is also introducing irons, and 'appears to be assimiluting his -
prison discipline with ours, In civil casey they enforce their own decrees, and receive a fee from the
party who gains the guit, ‘ ’ M

87. The revenue is realized from their subjects in kind by the Dumpah Raja, who comes down &
generally in February or March ; although a fixed rate is put upon every house, yet a most liberal remis- &
sion i3 always allowed for acoidents or. ba%. “season. The cultivators ave all of the Cacharee' tribe, .The §
Bhutias only come down in the winter months, their constitutions could not stand” the climate of the §
plains at any other season, so that they - do'mot cultivate any land. The znfoffs and Rajas get no g
fined salavies, but ave allowed a very liberal dusturi or commission and to appropriate .the fines to 'their &
own privats use. This latter, hdweyer, is only shared with the headmen of villages. 2l !

88, Each Duar pays the same annual tribute-to the Brifish Government. that.was formerly paid #
to the Assam Rajos as shown in the anvesed table. These articles, when lodged -with us (collectors), - §
‘are sold by public auction and the proceeds carried to the account -of Government in -the Political ¥
Departmeut, but it is really almost a mockery, for the trash they send in is. scarcely saleable, andis §
worse every year, Any remonstrance is of no avail,. However, I conceive it would' be extremely impolitic. ‘#

- to forego the "practice altogether, for although of. little value in a financial point of view,'it is a tacit %
ncknowledgment of our supremacy, swhich with. all the neighbouring mountaineers it is of primary '§
importance we should to the ugmost (and rigidly) uphold as a curb to their presumptuous inelinations., = &

e
L

89, On the 1st of the Bengali month of 4ssar, these Duars come under our criminal juries ¥

P iy, diction and remain so till the lgt of S)‘abm? hl)ur'i):lxg..thed Assamelge R

In .the ‘Bongali month of'Bhadra  Government the Raja usedto depute one of the nobles residing in the

%:rrr.esmndmg Yo Avgigg snd Sepiem) Chatgari division tof]the chargs pof these Duars during 6h§ ahove

four months, at which periods the zinkeffs pay in : their tubute. We

have kept up this castom in so far that one of the descendants of the Chatgari family has. generally
been seected for that duty, for which he gets 164 per cent. on the tribute, '~ -«

40. Kulling is said to contain ahout 10,000 pooraks, of which about 2,500 are cultivated, There
are about 1,600 houses with a population of 7,600 souls. This Duar is .under the charge of a -Cacharee
zinkoff by name Gum Bhur, who condycts all the duties in persons It pays annually to the Deb Raja
articles valued at Ry, 6,000. There are 12 villages. -

‘41, Booree Gumah Duar is said to contain about 6,000 pooraks, of which 4,000 are.-cultivated,.,
about 800 houses with a population of 4,000 spuls, under charge of a Bhutan zinkof by name Ieetah,’
who has a Bengali mubarriv to assist him,” If pays to the Deb Raja annually articles valugd ‘at:
" Rs, 1,900, Thers are 12 viilages, : A '

42, Koreapara Duar is said to contain about 16,000 poorahs, of which 12,000 are cultivated,
about 8,600 houses with a population of 18,000 souls. ~This is by far the most extensive and .valuahle
division. Most of the Cacharces who have deserted from Assam bave sctfled in it. This Duar is made
into seven subdivisions, each under & Raja who-is invested with. the same authorityyin- his respective
subdivision, as the zdnkoffs, but for the better management”of this division the Deb Raja: has
appointed two sungatlees, or native Political Agents, by -name Song Pong and Guelling, who reside. in
the Armorahiullee hill, in the pass from Koreahpara to the mountains. They realize the revenue of
this division for the Deb Raja, which is' cstimated at Rs. 9,000, There are 14: villages'in this Duar,
over each of which, as well as of the above Duars, there is a headman designated a U%akurea, who
gets a small portion of land rent-free and portion of the dusturs. or commission, and fines as remu-
neration, it

48, The principal productions of these Duar ]nnds'areiti;‘;é,‘ | lac,ana 'ﬁlﬁsfa?,d;_:sgééii Tt is ‘-;éafd¢
that there is as much as 3,800 maunds of lac made annvally, all-of.which is monopolized ‘by. the ‘Dah
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Raja. As the ryots are able to pay the amount of their vevenue in produce, very little trade is carried
on with thepeople of the. Duars ; however a little traftic for the lac is made by stealth with the
merchants of our bazats,

i 44, 1 have before observed that, after:the subjection of the country by the Assamese, the
‘Gdssnin Kamli Ali was | generally considered as fixed on as the boundary betwe:n the Assamese and
‘Bhutan possessions ; the original boundary line was fixed far north of this éund road, but the Bhutias,
‘availing themselves of the subsequent troubles in the country, usurped th tertitory up to the road. These
ciréumstances ¢an be substantiated by the most credible evidence. o such an exorbitant extent did the
Bhutan anthorities make further éncroachments on the boundaty fixed in 1614 A.S. or 1692 A.D. at
the period Indunarain Singh was Raja of Datrang that it attracted the notice of the Assim Govern-
ment in 1780 A8, or 1808 A.D., when the'Raja found it necessnry to resort to coerceive measures and
-deputed persons by name Narain Kattaki and the present ex-Raja Prem Narain’s father Sumudru
,Narain, with a Military force, to drive the Bhutan subjects within the bounda'y fixed on, which
they succeeded in accomplishing, and it is said that in 1782 A.S. the Deb Raju had to pay to the
‘Assamese Governtent Rs. 20,000 of articles ‘for having so long retained part of his territory.
The subsequent internal turbulence, which had for so long a period prior to our conquest agitated the
whole province, enabled the Bhutias again 1o encroach far to the south of the Gossain Kamli AN,
which they now retain, as no regular enquity has since that I am aware of been instituted, except on
ohé: oceasion in 1827, when the Bhutias laid claim to several of our villages, in which they were defeated.
I have little doubt that on a strict enquiry Wwé §hotld find ourselves entitled to a considerable tract of
country now usurped by the Bhutius.

45, The arrangement of allowing these shétntain triles to hold Jand ‘on the plains unless under
our jurisdiction’ appears to me to be extremely obje¢tionable ; bash my predecessor and sel! bave had
‘oceasion to bring to your notice the-extensivs-depridaticns their subjects commit in. our tirritory, and

. I have no hesitation in reporting that these Duars afford a cafe harbour for every vagabond in the
' provinee; who resobts to. them (nore: purticularly to. Kullug) to evade being brought to justice.

The circumstance of their doming under .our ecriminal jurisdiction for four months is of little avail,
as all offenders take special care with the aid "of, zinkoffs o reireat to the mountains or seercte the
stolén property and éattle during those months, I must, However, observe that since an Buropean officer
‘his been appointed o this district, minny of the ‘émigrants have returned to their villages, and the

- . depredations of the Bhutan subjects are Jess frequent. I Hope during this yeir to hold a conference with
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~ the zinkoffs and Rajas, with ‘whord I trust tonmake such arrangements as will ensure for the future
" & griater gecurity of property to otir subjects.

48, The thi*d" division i:i’ég Chutish situated tq"‘ tha east of Dosh Darrang. The productions
g “ * are the same as in’ Datrang, but the population so small that very

P, extensive traets %f(\ gxcell-'lz'b_lands are lying weste, The westérn
S North =SB Yitan: jons ‘Kémialic,; portinn for about 60 square miles uppe:rs to be zn est-nsive plain ine
@ P e S Fersected with a few smdll 4ullaks, «nd on the eastern portion snother

- exteneive plain, both of which are well adapted for the cultivation of

Dinision Chuteah,

parasiil i
South~Hrahmaputra iiver/!
.+ East—Cottas river, 3" .- !

V‘AWest:-G-lDarrnng. A wheat, potutoes, cotton, and sugarcane, The centre is the ouly
“Area~—:60 square miles. edont inh.:bi i
ritmibtl: patbat present inhubited and cnltivated.

Revenue—RE, .1,632-4. 5

47, Tho revenue of this division is at present fixed on the ¢ ploughs” and “hearthe, ”’ the former
is taxed at Re. 8 each and the latter Re. 1. This system was substituted for the old Akelwaree in
-18838, but for the eusuing year thesettlement by s parat villages, as in Darrang and Chatgaree, will be
extended to it. Thia division i in reality one extensive scattered viilage, although it professes to have

~ about twelve, some of which T fourid on inspection to have obly 3 or 4 houses. A great part of the pre-
sent population are Cacharees, who catry on a small traffic with the Bhutias, who come to Koreapara

in the winter months. They barter dried fish, liquor, and opium for rock salt and blankets.
48, All the ‘courts dt Darrang extend their jurisdiction over this division, but the fisca! charge '

is left'to one.of the. Assamess Bhukars by name Debnath, whose ancestors had the charge under the
. .Assamese Goverhment, Hes gives security to collect and g&ys the amount of the jama into the

Collector’s treasury by regular instalments ; for his troubls and responsihility he gets at present only 10
per cent., on the jama and four assistants, which latter are each allowed a remission of tax for
three ploughs, and their family hearthtax,

. 49, This' division has evidently been of s3me mportahce in former times, as I found in some of the
high plains artificial mounds had beén thrown p, .Which, I was informed by the oldest inbabilats, were
made as royal stands, from whence' the Raja reviewed his troops, and to see elephant and tigei fights,
The plains vear these ricunds are ‘well suited foreither purgose, béing free of forests and a level of
about 20 «r 80 square milgs,. :

* 50. There fb?i;‘" 10 pucca public works, and the few busid roads ars nearly all destroyed, but with

, Alittle agsistance the inhabitants have promised next year to renew them,

. bl ‘There are some extensive forests, but in such wild and deserted parts that I could not examine
them, and ha@ no opportunity of ascertaining of what timbers they were composed ; none are exported or

. even cut,

Bh ‘The name of this division is'deri\Leﬂ from tfle particular caste of the people who fc][n'merly -com-
S e bR . $ > » -
166 the ‘cassoutyebut. posed the principal part of its population,® and the Piakas who was
ML selected for the fiseal charge was also a Chutiah.
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53. The Chutiahs formerly residel in the hills north of Sadiya ; 'they ware brought 40wn and settled
on this tract of country by the Assam Raja ; they were considered Hindus, but of an'inferior caste.

54. There are no schools or places of worship in this division, and or}ly one ferry, wh_ich_iis_ not
farmed, but kept up by the persons in fiscal charge. I don’t propose meddling with the ferries in this
division at present, as | anticipate establihing a lavge market on the baoks of the Brahmaputra river
at the g4dt at which the present ferry is now established.

55. For a small portion at -the north-west corner of this division, a separate settlement is made
with another Assamese nobleman, who has a large farm of 1,000.pooraks ; the amount of its jummak

is included in the above marginal noto : it amounts to only Rs. 357-4-0.
P Division Chardooar. e ' : ' -
oundaries— LER] . . . o
North—Bhutan, Akha, Koppah Choor 56, The fourth division is Charduar, which is situated to the east
PR and Duflah mountains. .
Font Bor e maputra river, of Chootioah. This division has never been surveyed, and ssldom visited
o West—Rotass rivcni. . X
rea--305 square miles. - 3 3 5
Population—12, 103, by European officers, It derives its name from the circumstance of
Revenue—Rs. 8,882-4-0. ,

There is no particular name given to 1 it 1 ills,
these  vasses, char signifying  four, theFe being four passes from it into the hills

and dooar a pass.

57, The ancient revenue system by #kéls still exists, but the whole division, with exception
of four Zhels, is under the fiscal charge of a Booroowa, or Agsamese nobleman, a descendant of a very
old family of this division : he gives security for the due realization of the jummak. I propose, on.the
expiration of the pres:t lease, to urge the extension to it of the scttlement by separate villages, as I am
well aware most extensive extortion is practised by the petty officers under the Booroowas, who .

. exact something considerable for themselves from the ryots, which cannot under the present system
be properly checked. )

58, There is a great diversity of soil in this division well adapted to the cultivation of almost every
article produced in th: western provinces. - The surface pressnts a very peculiar undulating appearance
quite different from any other division, The portions euﬁ;ivated with rice are low valleys, and represent
the old dry bels of larg: river, varying in breadth and running in every direction on the high banks,
Sugarcane is extensively cultivated, They a'soafford excellent dry sites for the villages, There are
som: extersive swamps and tracts lying ‘waste, and consequently the division is, moreover, run with
trez and re:d jungle, and presints a more wild and barren appearance than avy other. Ths productions.
are ricz, kallyhee, sarss0, sugareane, cotton, opium, and moongak’ silk, but ths crops suffer very con-
siderably ffom the numerous wild beasts with w hich that part of the country is infested. £

. 59/ The mountain tribes on its northern frontier, viz,, the Bhutiahs, Akhas, and Duflahs,” are
pladonsil tak . allowed to collect. blaokmail from the ryots, and usually come
Albas e padven, by the Bhutiah, " qo\p jn Pebruary in large parties to collect articles of produce, such as
< rice, sugar, and cloths from each house. A third of the poll tax is re-

mitted by our Government to mest this contingent, whichis calculated at Rs. 2,000 per annum,
The syst2m is extremely detrimental ;it only gives.these tribes an opportunity of practising treachery
if inclin:d to make avy aggr s:ions, but it is a most effectual check to agricultural improvement or' spe-
culation of any kizd. The right of these tribesto levy this blackmail was recognized by the late Mr.
Scott on our conqu.si of the proviace, but the disastrous consequences attending it, which have occurred
this year, will. I trust, l:ad toiss abelition.  On one occasion,in October last, & party of Duflas attacked
and carried off s3me of cur sudjects, who were cuiting timber at Deebooroomookh for canoes, If we
still acknowlelgs their rizht'ts a portisa of our revenus, it should be paid in cash, for so long as the
present systvm remains o foree, I conecive, after whav I have witnessad, that the realization of the
Government demand is doubtful, aad the lives and property of our subjects left in great jeopardy.

60. There are a few gool trees to be procured in the- extensive forests- north of this division ;
almost all the canoes used in this district a2 constructed theme,

The names are as follows : —
Kholakh,
Tanur,
Gund Khoice.
Armairie,
Mukesdumah,
Gobares.
Teelah Chupprab.

A

No timbers have ever been exported, nor do I conceive it would be possible unless at an enormous
expense from the want of men to work voluntarily, and the present scanty population of the province.
61. There have been some valuable public works constructsd in this division, nearly all of which
are now in ruins, The tanks are very numerous ; there are sbout 40 in various parts of the makal,
Avery interesting account of these bWelve of which are remarkably large, measming . 800 or 400 yards in
l:nns })y Captain Westmacott in the goth  lenoth, and as much in breadth, but only a few now hold water. - All .
o. of the Asiatic Fournal. D= i 5 S . . .
: the temples ave in ruing, the most important are in the neighbourheod
of Poorah, the ruins of which cover about 8 poorahs of ground, and are composed mostly of granite.
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Thidy ate said to have been erected about 200 years ago, but ths priests and people of the division give
such various and contradictory accounts and absurd traditions respecting them that I shall not venture
an opinion on them:further that' remarking that their extent and bewtiful sculptured cornices and
mythological figtires - show that the place must-have been at some period of importance.

", 63, .There is the remains of an old #und rosd . ,whieh dvfmsh cox(:structed aboufi 70 years a}g"o1 by thz

R g resent. Booroowa’s grandfather (Bagabhun), It is so much destroye
L By -nwb PNk, ; Eha.t I coitld only ti‘fce it at a fewaplaces, but it is said to have
- ‘extended the wholé lenoth from east to west of the division. Asit is th: most centrical, I am now
~-endeavouring .to repair it, 80 ag‘to:connect Poorah, my new sudder station, with th: other divisions. The
old' 4und. road-called the Gosain: Komla Ali runs through this division,* but is scarcely to be traced,
havidg been washed &way in many places and overgrown by o dense forcst jungle, There is also a
“high dund r0ad - extending from the Brahmaputra at the “Roodrapud”’ hills at the mouth of the
- Barelleo river to the Duflah hills: it is now covered with forest trees and broken in many places.

.'* 68.°The thanah is at-present at Poorah, and the Munsiff’s court on the east bank of the
_Barelleo river, the boundary between this 4nd " the -b6th- or Nowdooar division, so' that its jurisdiction
. conveniently extends over both, As the Booroowa has fiscal charge, he remits by his own establighe
.ment the revenue direct to the treasury at the sudder station,

. 64: This division during ‘the 'Assamese’ Government was under the  charge of the present
Booroowa’s ancestors, Whenever it may be subdivided iato separate villages, care will be taken to
iprovide for the. family. SR ’

5. 65, Thers 1s one mart at Dootharah, ‘at swhich &:small trafc is carried on with the Bhuotiahs..
In:the winter they bring down rock salt, red blavkets, tinder boxes, daggers, and occasionally a pony
~and ‘some gold, which they bartér for rice, tobacco, and dried fish.. There is no village or building of
any. kind at Doomarah ; the Bhutiahs construct a temporary encampment of the boughs of the trees.
- Oa-the completion of my court at Poorah, I will submit a plan for improving this mart and establishe
ing others. .
6 ve befote mentioned the three tribes of Bhutiahs, Alchas, and Duflas ave allowed to collact
blackmail ‘from each house in this division. Besides these trites, there
; . is another called Kappa Choors, who are tribe of Akhas, and reside in
the mountains to the north of those allowed to collect blazkmail : they are a regular banditti, and their
-leader or chief (the Tagheo Rajah) a desperate and much feared freebooter. This tribe has from time
-immemorial committed the mogt desperate’ and destructive affrays in this division, and their crimes are
f the most barbarous nature. The chief was once apprehiended on our conqusst of the province, and
n my jail, when I was Magistrate of. Lower: Assam, for five years, bnt was released in 1833,
ow wandering about the hills, hdving given secuvity for his future good conduct. The chiefs
ther ‘tribes tell me they are occasionally robbel by the Kappa Choors, who appear to bestow an
their depredations on every tribe or scct that come in their way. This tribe was
collect .any blackmail, and ‘ot ‘ot conquest the late Mr, Scott prohibited them
ng. They came down af first as the menials of the Alhas, who are held responsible for

: "Kappa Choor tribe.

“ 87, There is'a poition of another ‘tribe called Meerees, who have settled in the fovests in the
cE i ; .éastern portion of this division, They are a remarkably industrious
Ridk 24 and well-behaved tiibe. I have never had a complaint against any
her it my official capacity as Magistrate, or duriag my tours through the district. They
ially- came from the hills in the neighbourhood of Suddeah in Upper Assam. Parties of them have
130 settled’<in the forestés :in- Noadooar and:in :the Nowgong distriot: they clear large tracts of
orest and - cultivate * omse” or spting rice; opium, tobacco, and mustard sesd.” They are divided into
all £hels or clans, each under the control of a chief ot gam. There are six gams in my district,
‘but the whole are under the'control of & sardar gam by name Peetaul, who collects about one rupes
er. anpum - from each  house and ‘pays .t6 Qovernment. Rs. 160 per annum, which is exclusive
£ the jumma in the above marginal nofa, :

- Meeree tribe.

68, Their houses'are all built on maskans, fbf\i'o._ised bamboo platforms, about four feet high, Each

ousé eontaing two or three families, and dre from 80 to 40 cubits long. Their cattle live underneath.

hey originally came down from: Suddenh in'1744 A. S, or 1822 A. D, at the period of the Burmess
481007

60 Tho' Cachares tribe a's0 forms a portion of the population of this division. All these tribes
i ' " ‘are'forid of spirituous liquors; the Meerces and Cacharees prepare
e TR 1) a fermented liquor from rice, but do not distil it : no description of
00d cortes amiss £t tham, although a pig or buffalo is preferred.

+.70. There are established ferries® or fisheries.in this division, paying a tax to Government, although
re.are:some extensive jheels or swamps, and numetous rivers which are not fordable for six months
owever, T..do not think it -would be politic to interfere at present, or to levy any
es, until T remove miy:sudder: comrt up to Poorah, when I ghall take an early opportunity
, Btrict investigation of ‘the futthet capabilities of this division, At present I consider it by
nd most unsettled, ‘ot only in this district, but in the province, in consequence of
ihes 'who' it, which'is one of my principal reasons for recommending

to! ‘Poorah, and ‘which I hope to be able to accomplish after the renewal of

: Cacharee t?lbe.
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71, There are four kels or clans residing in this division, under charge of  separate persons ; the
Four separate khels Satd Phott amouus Ot tneir j M’Ig{(lgl,‘- i,s 9’}}' ‘inc.lud?d in ’the abpve mm'imal n,Ote'
Similli, Delares Bebyjecah, Dooms,  'Lhe first is cplled ¢ Satdearee,"” which is composad ‘?.in all”t- s "Hindu

priests and Brahmins ; it derives its pame from " Sg¢?’ signifying.
soven, and “ Dearee,” a place of worship. Thero are sqyen temples and one shastha. The holy persons.
of this #4e/ only pay to Government half the capitation,tax, the other half is reserved for their sacred
ceremonies and paraphernalia. Thejammg only amountstor 400 rupees. ‘The: sgcond is the #&hel
“Phatta Similli,” which derives its name from the country in which its pykes live, being famous
- for the similli or cotton tree. ' It pays 700 rupoes. The,third is.the “ Kke/ Dekares Bebyjeah,” which,
derives its name from the caste of persons, who are emigrants from Kamrup, a great part of the,
population’of which were Dekarées. It pays annually 233 rupees, The fourth is the #%e/ of “Dcoms '’

. or fishermen, which pays Rs, 187-4. ; 5 1y Iy | B R e B
72. Before concluding the réport on this division, I have.to'noticeithere is a portion’ of :one; kel
appertaining to it, upder the Booroowa's charge, about which little -is
known : it i8 a * Souwal *’ #4e/ or gold-wasbe:s. .-Under. -the.” Assam
Government there were in different parts of Central and Upper Assam about 26 #4e/s, who used to be
employed in washing the sands of both the northeyn and southern.rivers for gold dust ;. these men were.
also boat builders and cans gatherers. There are 3 or 4 kinds of gold ifound in parts of the province.
That considered the most precious is found in the sandy of the river” Jengloo, which runs from .the
nortkern mountains, and enters the Brahmaputra above Suddeeah. The dust is procured and brought
down by the Singpho tribe, and is sold occasionally for Rs. 16 the fo/ak, or rupee weight, The next
best kind is found in the beds of the rivers Boorohoo, Dekremy, Sobonseres, Borgong, Dekrace, Barelles,
and Dunseree, on the north bank, and the Desace, Deekoo, and Dunseree rivers on the south bank.
Some is also procurable in the-bed of the Brahmaputra, but it is considered very inferior, being of @
muoh lighter colour, and only sells for Rs. 10 the #2/a4. The process of extracting the gold particles is-
extremely simple, though said to be telious. 'The parts in which large pebbles have accumulated and
under which the sand has a red or black appearance are cousidersd the most promising deposite
of gold, The sand is first placed in small- sieves made.of bamboos, by which the larger. pebbles
are extracted, The eand which passes through the sieves is then placed in'wooden troughs, the bottoms
of which are cut obliquely. The sand is placed on the high end and water dropped on it from a vessel

T , " punctured with small holeslike the mouth of a wateiing pot, which carrivs

iy Eoprd o dried Kuddoo s gene:  off the sand and affer several washings, leaves the presious” particles.

N TUpon an average each man securis 2 or 23 to/ass during -the- season,

which is from 1st November to lst of Febraary, The pykes composing these &ke/s paid double the
amount of oa}:ication tax of the other py#es, each haying to pay Rs. 7 to the King per annum, or half
a tolal of gold was accepted in lion of money. There is only one. #4e/ of “ Sonwals”” in my district
and two in the Nowgong district ; the remainder are in Upper Assam. Those residing in my district
live at the village of Balleepara-in this division, but are now only assessed as the other pykes, the trade
. being no longer a monopply. A very small quantity of gold is procured now, although the demand for
it is very great. T have not been able to ascertain the real cause for the people neglecting such an
npparently profitable trade. Somie affirm that they were so often robbed, because they belonged to:that
alling, that they gave it up and took to agricultural pursuits, s ‘

Khel of Sonwals or gold-washers,

78, The Assamesd have, under the tyition of the Bengalis and Hindoostanees, become such adepts
 adulteration that peraons should be careful to test every du// (sic) before they purchase or barter for
t, a3 I bave scen some, when cut and placed in furnace, turn oup'to be half bell-metal, Even the
Bhutiahs and Singphos also are often guilty of practising this deception, ,

isiion Neadodte 74. The fith division is Noadooar, situated on the, ek astern
Boundaries-— ; A ¢ 4 ik A
North—Duflah tains., . b B e P
SutE T postion of tho'digrigt, | This, likethe division of Ghasdoons; derives.ita.

East—Habheejan or creek, N ] 5 N R
West—Barellee river, " name from the circumstance of there being nine passes from it &
Area~350 square miles. ) . A
Population—7,073. .

Revenue—Rs. 0, 358-3-17¢3, Duflah mountajns.
Names of passes—

gphallee DPooas. 75, A ¢4 th L,
ng,
g:i?gl'norrah. b, A% presentiing ?:«n? D&\ 3. “ it
uk hoomuttee., o I W e . [Va”
Chooteyah. , but I propose, in renewing the Jeases for the ensuing.
ucklah, b i 1
Goreah, . :
Soum Durreah. : tute the settlement; by s
Kos::alah Borreeh, ) gy »’-tf ‘(eys;bx \ ¥ U

-alrangements,

76. Since 1591 A.'S, or 1669 °A.D., the Agsam Rajah Suklading allowed the Duflahs of these nine
passes on conditions below stated to collect blagkmail from the ryots, which, although it was not, for-
mally allowed after our-conquest, has been tacitly permitted. The blackmail is realised by the : Duflabs
in person generally during the month of Febrnary. Articles of produce are taken from.each house, and
in the aggregate are valued st Rs. 2,000 annually.

77. This indulgence appears to have been originaily granted by the Assam King. to this il -ribe
for the military aid they aff
condition that they remained as auxiliaries,

toyillages, for whioh T'am,

orded him when the Jaintia Raja threatened to invade ‘Assam, snd on.
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. Novadodar - schools at Nagsunker,
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78, Under our Government I must again report that I conceive the systom is highly objectionable,
as the inhabitun!s of the division ave in a constant state of alarm during the period these tribes are on the

lains, and such.an irregular exaction exclusive of our money assessm:nt hbears apprehensively on the
Fower classcs, a8 we have never anade any rernission in this division to meet the contingent. If we ac-
knowledge their right to the indulgence, which, in my humbl: opinion, has been pullified since onr
conquest of Assam (as their aid will never ba required), we should assuredly substitute a pecuniary
compeénsation in lieu of the present irregular afrangement.

..+, 79: This tribe of Duflah is in no way conneetad with the tribes inhabiting the mountains north
‘of “the division of Chardooar. 'They have about 24 chiefs, with most of whom I am asquaint:d. They

~have  no fire-arms, but ocoasionally. nse poisomed arrows. In a military poiut of view, either as an

auxiliary “or opposing force, thry are ‘extremely insignificant, their whole numerical strength not
exceeding 8,000 or 4,000 :they are armed with =a dow or long sword and bows; they are

. extremely poor, and dependent on the plains for food, so that we have ‘it in our power at any . timo

to bring them to submissive terms by blockading the passes, They are said not to be renowned
for feats of courage, and it i belioved the report of a musket would disperse and put to flight a host
of them. Their strength in warfare is chiefly in the treacherous nature of their attacks. o

80, The soil, produce, and trade of this division are much the same agin Darrang, but as it has hither-
‘to.been et such a distance from the sudder station, its affairs have be:n Jeft to native superintendence,
and from oppréssion and mismanagement, rather retrograded than improved. The soil and surface on
the north-east of this division pr.senisjons remarkable fuature over the other part. The land to the north-
east of the Ghuladarree river is a continuatioa of extensive hizh clear plains, which are divided in many
places by deep and regular ditches and embankments thrown up to represent spacious fortifications,
embracing clear areas of from half to four square miles, with numerous tanks in each., This soil is

* well adapted fot the cultivation of spring rive, sugarcane, wheat, oats, and potatoes. It is at present

nearly all lying waste, and only p few villages in the neighbourhood. ) _
81. The thana is at present at Bishnath, but will be removed immeadiately to the more centrical

“and populous situation on the new line of rond on the banks c¢f ths Mornnee river. The tuhsildar's

revenue cutcherry is at present in Madheb village, but is now being removed to a convenient spot on
.the line for the new road on the banks of the Borelli river, and on the introduction of the settlement
by separate villages will be likely abolished.

82. There are a fow pucea Hindu temples in this division at Bishna.tix, which ‘are mostly built of

‘gotne are already in rains,

e

_ flat bricke, and are said to have been erfaeted some cenfturics ago. They are now fast going to decay,

{

“. B8, There are about 100 ',tdﬁléé; _l;ixtfﬁone_;dfa very"large size. Thers are some old bund roaris,
‘which I'am now endeavouring to put in répairs, so as to open a land communication between the

“miilitary” post of Bighhath and Pootah in Charduar,

i'84{... 'i"he-}mly mart is ab hishnaﬂi, -where 'tha-r'yo"ts éonve'y their surplus produce for sale to the sepoys
~of the Assam Light Xofantry Battalion and purchase artioles of import from the merchants ettled in
the regimental and sudder bazars: Ll o e S

¢ 85, The" only srticles that the Duflahs bring down are Manjeet, and a little poison, which they

" barter for rice, salt, and cloth,

F Stheetsws !

i e hdorria, i "86. Thore are three extensive’ jheels, which are farmed to the
+ " Haleeparrah, ) highest bidder as fisheries, but only realize Rs, 16 per anaum.

¢ Bokorahi .
- 87. There aro four ferries, whioh are also.farmed,. Three cross the Brahmaputra, and one the
Bareleo river, the boundary line between Noaduar and Charduar. The
i revenue rcalized from these ferries only amounts to Rs. 38 per annum,
Komicha, Ghuladores, Barules, and . which ig credited to Government in the Magistrate’s office. A fixed
b e rate for crossing people as well 2s cattle is furnished to the persons

" Ferriés.

A 88, Il’iﬁ'ticipa,té a _ver& greé,b prospective i&:prove_rr{ent and conszquent increase of revenue in this,
a8 well as the Charduar division, after I remove my sudder court to Poorah, when I shall be able to
watch' over the interests of the people, who will have such easy access to the new station, when the

_ronds now undér construction and repairs are completed, and will also have two marts, at which they can

dispose of their surplus produce.

89. There are no extensive forests in this.division, or trees that are considered of value. On .;‘.he

‘embankments thrown up round the ghurs, or mud forts, there are belts of jack, mangoe, and other
conimon’trées, the fruit of which now remains pro°bono publico, as no person claims them.

;- 90, This division appertained to Upper Assam antil 1832, at the time Parundah Sing was put
in possession .of that district, when it was annexed to this district, and the *“ Kobbee Jan ”’ or creek about
20 miles east of Bishnath was fixed on as his boundary live on tho north bank. * Itis the only division
. - i ‘in which any trifling allowance is made for' publio schools. ~ The l.te

. Scot i : insieni -
o o maks of Mr, Scott anthorized three schools, but from the insignificant allow

scholarss

. wo . personal ‘servants; he has 16 20Ce they do not work with much advantage,
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At Seclabbundah Somishwar gets 91. The population of this division was formerly .almost entirely
four pooralis of land ; he has 18 schofars, composed of Brahmins and other holy men.” ‘Lhere were: no less then
0 Bishnath Bodreswar Takoorbarca 200 soparate pluces.of worship; but now there aré-only 30 - Dewallees,

gets 3o pooraks of land and tw - . e - . . f
vants ; he has'20 scholars, . OF templcs, and only about an eighth of its populution are Brahmins.
L . Y 2 o4 . = r .r..4~ ’ ’ ) !
Establishments— ’ - g I, .
(C;"’ﬁ SRR ) . 92. The Principal Assistant has the civil charge of the district
riminal. e T

Revenue and-Militacy. . ' 3 2T e O o 4o T i ke R Y.
Civil C.ou':t';. S and officiates as Judge, Magistrate and Collector, aided in"each D.parts

A:?ml:::;i::?irgjﬁgg:‘t ,Ccc;):rl:’rl;ai?s'iouer's . i gl ' . Y e o Ty
Cos"ﬂfz’d?flﬂﬁﬁ?é?; l()::’rratngM g ment by the Junior Asgistant, in al} of whlc_h',dutieft he is ‘guided ' by
Da_rrang. e RS & . et ' 4 i .‘-' I S
dyl;/f%;ﬁ;sn g'l’ugaflza;. Court, Mungle- the spirit of the Regulationsin force in Bengal, with a few mod. oar
Divicons of Nasacigons sa Chacdocer 44 S o is provinos
Banks of Barellon wear ions bett._r suited to the society. of this province.

.~ 93, The rules for the administration of civil justice, which were issued from your office in, Nov--
ember 1838, ar: now in force, by which the Principal Assi.tant is vested with the power of decidin
on all original suits to the value or amount of from Rs. t}O,U‘"to' Rs. 1,000; whether for. p-rsonal or TéR
property, and to.hear all appeals from the Sudder Muosift’s Goqt:t.' “All'suits for property exceeling in
value Rs. 1,000, as well-ag special appels, ax_xd.évi)peals‘ ff(')n;'_ dt,‘ﬂé}.?“- ‘°’f' the ?F\}DG}P&I,‘.AQSES‘Z%?Q are
declarad to be cognizable only by the Commissioner, " "7 | = AR o el

[ITROERY MR I

) X ; . H tanng . PR e 4 " ¢ ) o I
" 94. The next court is the Sudder Munsifi’s.. . This officer is an Assamese, by name Chandra Siem, .
forively an officer of the household under the Assam Raja.. He is vested with the power of trying all
ofiginal suits from Rs. 100.to Re. 500, whether for personal-or real property, and hears all appéals from

tho Munsif’s Punchal, and Mofussil Munsiff’s Courts, -~~~ AP |
A 9?5:,'?1"1{5';_}1‘1'(3@ Civil Court is eomposed of 3* M,uneiffé or mombers, which sit as a Punchat or
jury ut the sudder or rame station a5 the Principal Assistant. Their jurisdiction at -present extends
only ovir the divisions of’ Durrung; Chatgar-ee, and Chootesvah't they inve:tigite all original siits up
to Bs. 100, The Muvsifs of this Court are all Assamese. ~ Both the above Courts’ oceupy & portion ~of
the same kutcherry or court-house with mysclf, ’ o L =g
96. The next court is the mofussil Munsiffs, which is fixed on the banks of the Bar:lleo river.
Its jurisdiction extends over the divisions of Chardooar end Nooduar ; this court is vested' Vﬁlth the
same power as the Munsiff’s Punchaf, The present Munsiff'is an A:is;.x.mqse,‘ mierely offici sting.” !
-, v, op e " A i = Iy B 2 e ol AR RESER IR e "- [ il .'»f.u.',. "

" 97, 1 have set apart the whols of every Friday and part -of: Saturday.exclusively. for the;

1 5

.transe
action of my civil busiucss, when all_petitions of plaint, appeal, and special appeal are brought wp to
my court anl after-hearing then are transferrel for' invistigation to such courts a8 dre” competent to
try them. *None of the above native officers are allow.d “to executi their owr decrees, which are referred
for- erders or-enforcement to my court, All petitions of plaint’ éxoveding ih amount' or':’ valde
Rs. 1,000 are sent up to the Commissioner’s Court, from which *sach ,orders aye i.sued . a8 are ‘deemed
necessary, . T D aate e )

. . 98..1 have annexed a comparative statement showing the number of suits depenling in_' the courts
_— of my district during 1833 and 1834, which at first sicht piesent
S a'most flattering decreasé for the last vear. However, I have to state '
iu explanation that for 1883 all the postpovel cases which were pending in th: ol mofussil Civil Courts
in this dissrict, when it apperfained to Lower Assam piior to its being made.a substantive division, were
thrown into the new Civil Courts for investigation. I can, bowever, affirm that the spirit of liugation
is decraasing, and the-desire of ‘resorting to the Civil Courts on ev.xy trifling ovcasion going fast out of
vogiue amongst the middling and lower class:s, who substitute n far-more conv/nieat ‘anl economical
systerm of subm t:ing their disputes to the h.aimen of their village, ‘or 2 jury of their selection, from
amongst the villages. I have frequontly resorted to this measurs in petty vases;, where the plaintift has
exprissed his inability to pay the trifling institution fee, and when h: has agreed to abide by their
decision: L have also frequently in my our through the disrict p’ergopaﬂ‘x 1«1v‘es@1g§tpd 9ivd voce on the
spot trifling cases of complaint made orally by the villagers, sach as dispules for fruit” trées, ‘breach ot
contract of marriage, breach of contract when one party has male a‘-t‘riﬂrl;,ng'g,;lvhp’s}p’_()'n"condlt'l'p'n ‘of “re-
caiving a portion of the'produce, and such like trifles. I mentlon these‘ciplzl‘lqr.&fc?.ﬁhﬁg o account for * the -
apparent small number of mincr plaints on my office files. The system of's.ttiing" casta’by ' arbitration
aud in.the manmemabove described, T.can positively affirm dn -every: senge: of. the. word, . operates. most -
beaeficially, for out of:from 250:to BOU cases 1 have setiled ab various times in $hat way,. I bave never.
known « single case aftirwards brought into. court, although I have always taken special care to explain
to the parties, when I have not had leisure to refer the cases to axbitration, that if thiy arg not willing
to abidé by my verbal opinion and recommendation for ‘the’ mode of gg}lj}ls@mp%‘ ‘tha',i": , the “courts aye

still open to o formal institution and ihvestigation lof‘t’},‘;é slt,”
" . . e T 4 ek et v Cet M LY 40

» B i S 3 1.e 3
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99, To the gystem of referring &iéputed'forxa::propei divigion of ‘an es‘.ébe,. or effects amongst the '
children of a de. eas d parent, to the arbitration of a council of Jpersons pogpaipted with, and of " the
same rank g5 the parties, it gives overy epcoupsgement, ~ i T s T T R TR T AL

it
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100 In ‘such cases th'ir decision #with'a summaty of their proceedings is lodged, and the award
- The system nges very grest satizfaction particularly -where females are ‘concetnad. in, the
hiinves!ization ¢an be carried on a private dwe'iing, besidis which three times the amount
ficivil business-éan be: got through by th: system, of reference at arbitrition,” than - by the dilatory
process of thie Civil Courts, and Lam quite sure much more satisfactorily dlsposed -of to’ the apprehen-
sion: of’ all' concerned. | S

Criminal “Courts,” 3 'Mungledye i
 Magstrates” bl }Dmgn AL h amount of htxgatlon isin most cases very msxgmﬁcant
'Stidde¢ithanah _,Darramza k3 2 b

-'One ofussn nah; Chardoor,

Y Nooa looar,

ie pnnclpa.l Assxsta,nt performs f é.-safne dutxes and exercises generally the same autbonty
a- Magistiate of; the Bengal districts,. with: the:additional duty of having- tor investigats; ‘aided -by:a
: ﬂ_oimt,.m‘]liry, all heinous: ‘offénces which sra‘in other districts postponed. avd made over. for trial to
-tl:e eoutt of .circuit: . At the'close.of - theinyestigation. the. whole.of :the proceédings are ‘transmitted ‘to
 the, Commissioner’s.conrt, to whwh.t.her verdict-of the jury,.and the Magistrats’s s:ntithents thereon, with
:anl i:nghsh abstract of the ¢as0,,i8.annexed. for final or ers ;sthis last .artangement: works remarkably
W d gives the greatest satisfaction fo-our abjects’; it does away :with the. great ‘expense, . and
erwu inconveniznee to.the parh«s conccmed of a separabe trial Lefore the ‘court of clrcmt, ‘and cases
ich formerly used to b for kix‘and even up to’I'2 months for the Bessious are now dettled in as. many
! da.ys- and 1 trust thire may beno chungeé; now that ths provinee is put under the Nizamut Adawlut. °
i 103;: The sudder thanah is at Darfang ttndef 'the ¢harge of *a:’ Superintendent of Police, who per=.
the duty also ol ylyana.h:daroga/r. Ttd jurisdiction extends over the 1st, #nd, -and 8rd_divisions,
o Superintendent; '-and daro # well:as all the thanabs, is guided by the spmt of R=gula.hon

817
1 Yo is a. Sepamto moEussxl thanah "'.Poomh in the divison of Chardooa,r under 2 police
o' duticsiate confined to’that 'ditision. " Thers is also another miifassil ‘thanah at Bxshnath,
vision of Noadooar under g pohw daragzz}z ‘whosé duties are coufined to tlat'division; © " "~
{ 5f All the’pﬂtgheﬂes orivillag: head" ! fé-bbuui to give every’ adsistance to the” pohoe officers
th appr liménmon of offenders; summoning of ‘witnasses, and reporting all offences: comnittéd in ‘their
iva: V&l Tiges: . I vhaw,“o the whole; g 1e son to be pleased w1th ekertzons of the peoﬁ]e in mdn‘)g
bers E ‘ : %

5! stntement 9f crimes (:ommltfed within the dutnc‘b for 1838
h1 s although:in the; total. is rather ectensive, yet I am
3 Ay, I8, very much decreasing, and will.. annually become more

aitg'get sittled  whic qa,nz 0oniy he.properly effected by extending the leases to three
‘ticy . -bo ottt polie ngements and the morality of our subjeets, I beg to observe
WA nuexed statement have been committed by .the ‘inhabi- .

” ri weoow e oy B e S
generally eommxtted by the Cachareo ‘tribes, who, when.

. 6VEn. 0RsUs: mgtepuvolunﬁamiymonfess and' accus ' by mamel théir: accomplices;: bute 1 gm
PPy lgay‘ar of rare ocourenes,  Biirglaty. is the most: prevalent-offence,. bub.: in-consequence of the
faili,nature of the, ma.ter,l.).ls with hiall enclosures and  habitations .are constructed, °I:: bave been
I fl fHonves, vseldom; &wm‘dmg ‘bevond 18 months’ labour in‘irons
i v mining under .the wally, or - attended mth ég‘gravhtmg

| mé‘mthx"’ the last year has been consldemble., il

atble’s ealmg-. I rig “incréased within'the last year, ‘but I seo ro prospect
3 8top to it, until the terrnton ¥ appertammg' to.the Bhootan Dovars is kept under our jurise
ole year' for thl" off.mce, whené, 4. cattle’ are stolen from the filds, I. have g:nerally .
impri ‘1t with labotir, but where it is'attended with house ‘breaking and oceurs
reised. he unishment o two; years. . .. I Baiaits
tﬂIAprevmls tota grestydxterit; but I trust next yearquy return will show. conaderal»le .
ofithe ryots:live:bien duven -0 sommit such ia, offence for: resistente from the oppreg-
tived “thi. ol l:reveniie system by the petty. Assamese: fisoul 'ro(’ﬁcm v.Jor this
) prope“ty s orsamonnt stolen does not exceed.10 ru Thave generslly
: mmon: cases whete.the. offenders ata lads ior stealing: fruits
| ghﬁ sehipping.ot imprisonment withott irons;and threat-
of being, taken up againiin: a similarichiyrge. 2 2 ot

1 gnot-te n any affray within thelast year, and as the-.
0’ the villages and makals, I trust thiswoftence wiil
putes about land boundativs,. « i ¥ v oo

3 ﬂful mirder ot Blghway robbery, and a véry gratifying:

‘ | aétxmy mport will “prove' satistdctory, .'8hould: it: appear
turns - of “erime’ ~bj {theldlsﬁrlﬁtﬁ’ in'Assam: far axceed those of-the distriots in: Beugal, some

£ hemade, for the lenie x pu,mshmen‘ps compared with what was- inflicted .. undar
o rov;noei wh.en torture and mutxlatxon wis a.wurded for almo.b

87 Am prisonms
ga.-densonlyinfi
ith the full ponalty iv

owance, m
6

‘ Jfo_

]

Ixha ' t jadl his ut the mouth of the Munglel e’ in. Darra. but, ‘
oW ergctmg anothenfgr the aqco moda 'Qn gf a gpng.oﬁ;eonvmts ab Hoorah in;Chardooar, who ard
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new, temporary cutckerry at that station, ’ v
118. On the first instant L had 165 com}'i'g,’j;_ql, in Juilisy

114. I have no river police,. mor is there any occasion for it. ,,I..have set gpavtt'thvle whole-of ey
Monday and Tuesday exclusively for the transaction of #oujdari business. = ' e T

116. "'he Collector or Sudder Court snd Treastry’is at the “Mungledye in the ‘diyision’ of =
Darrang. ‘The pafgherries or headmen of the villages.in the divi-.
léevenue Courts, }Mungledye, Dar-  gion of Darrang, Chatgarez, Chooteeya and Chardooar attend” in p’er» :
ollector’s Court, § rang. 1 LT e 4 Nl Y PR o (T ;
Tahsildar’s Court in Noadooar. son to renew their leases, and aljust all their accounts direct with-the
noo Collector, into whose trepsury they pay their'revenue and get " a - for- . i
mal Bengali receipt:: No tahsildari or other: establishment i8 kept up for these divi:ioss. - This system, '
although it involves great additional labour to.the Collector;” worksiremarkably well, and since itg
adoption the revenus comes in much more regularly, and distraints are now rarely necessar,
118, On account of the distance th2 division of Noadooaris from “the Collector’s 'Cq
tahsildar’s court is retained for it fiscal duties, which I invariably transact on the spot, and
avail mys.lf of every opportunity my other-duties will admit of to yisit:that and Chardooar divisi
2 3.17 . All revenue summary suits are inyestigated by myself either on the.spot -
‘Court. i B Whet  hy 4! (Tt DRERRR
118. That you may be sati-fiel of the advantages of the present revenue system, I beg to annex ...
’ : a statement of the summary suits for 1833 and 1834, und also’ of the ™
: number of distraints for these years.. I also annex a separate state-
" ment showing the strength and expense of the present establishment, of the Civil, Foxjdaree and Revenue

marching up for the purposs of clearing up tho jungles ynd cutting yoads p'repalfatory,tor __ereoti:ngf' my s

Documents Nos. 8, 9, and 10,

Departments. ¥ A 4 i A k
119, The whole of the proceedings of the courtsis carried,on in .fhe Bengali  language, only a
few forms are prepared in Per:ian, g ; i s Vs e TR E e R

120. The whole of the native officers in the Dewany or Civil Department, excepting the muharrirs.
or native clerks of my court, are Assamese. ‘The Superintendent of  Police. i8 one .of the : ex-Rajahs . .
(Bijoye Narain) of Darrang and the Sheristadar of the:Revenue Courtis an  Assamese, all the inferior
mubharrirs of my Crimial and Revenus Courts and’.Sudder and Mofussil ' thannahs' and  Courts are:
also Assamese, but from the difficulty of obtaining efficient Assamese account nts, I-have ‘been oblized,
to ensure regularity, to employ Bengalis. at the head of that, as well a3 the Depaitment in. which all the:
perindical returns and reports are prepared for your office and the Sudder Accountants. On.our conqu st
of the province numerous crafty Bengalis, who could not obtain service elsewhere, came into Assam, and *
upder ‘our ‘system, the ! Assamese were obliged to patronize them'; they ‘became the. penmen of vhair
etitions, their acconntants, and often spokesmen at'their'councils, and to answer ‘their own. ‘purpodes,.
instilled into them a spirit for litigation, which will never ba erased, for thay appear'to:possess'no. shame
and little fear in accusing each other of the most heinous offences, and upon the whole*I'do notithink:
the-Assamese are now lcss corrupt, or l:ss given to acoepting bribes, than . the” Bengalis, although. they
. don’t take the same precautions to ayoid its deteation, but:ns.it;is -:':(}lui,te impossible, as - you. must -be:‘-.fweﬁ.

- -mware, to prevent oceasional exaction being practized by our am/af, I conceive it to.be mora palatuble to-

the people of the country, as coming from their own--countrymes, -than from strangers, and .on-that
account give them the prefercnce when selecting officers to fillivacanciegs <+ <t e X

N

121, No Revenue fficer is vested with-any power in connection with the Adminiskration
and Police further than {0 render every assistance to police. officers, Such an arrangeme
would be imprudent at. present. R\ e (i RO T B

Military force : 122. I haye annexed p table showing ths numerical strength ‘of the |

> Document No. 11, troops scrving in, this district, as also what I propose for the future. | 2
128, Th:alteration and slight increass shown in the lafter has been made 'after: a -careful -enquiry.
into the necessity for it, and a personal visit to most ‘of:the outposts: Ou thie whole; the disbrict hag been. *
since our conquest remarkably quiet, and 1 cannot foresee the slightest probability of rupture with"any '
of our frontier mountaineers, beyond what may be" keptin subjection by our -present - police aided by
the small military force detailed, of all the trihes on 'my- Northrn Frontier. I'conceive the Bhutias °
would be the most formidable, mors particulsrly on - aciount of -their reported numericsl and physiosl
. strength, but our friendly relations with the Deb Raja g-e such as:to-lead mo to believe - we. .shall ever. :
remuin on the. most amicable terms, f e ' ; "oy

124, The Bhutiss are remarkably quiet, and admitted even by the Assamese to be a fair dealing
rice, but T cannot say so much for their ‘Cacharee * subjects, who reside on ‘their possessions 'on: the
plains at the passes from the division of Chatgari, for they constantly commit mosf: serious . depreda~
* tivns in our tarrifory, and carry off not only a large namber of ‘cattle annually, but ‘occasionally men,
- women, and children, and I have been credibly informed, ‘the sinkofs or Deb Raja’s eivil officers -

give them every encouragement, and even share largely of the proccels. gl kot e

125. The Koppa Choors are deciledly the mest offensive and troubliscme tribe .on our frontier,
being no better than professionsl and desperate banlits i they come down in parties and “carry ‘off " grain 3
and poultry from every house they can get at, for which the extensive forestguu‘gles! in‘Charduar.
afford them greai facility, I plainly foresie it will:be absolutcly- necessary o ‘use cogrdve -measures
towards this tribe next winter, for their audacity is obtaining a dangerous height, -
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126. The greatest portion of the revenues.of the province was formerly realized in articles of produce
: and personal Jabour not above a third inlcash, 'The population was
divided into £kels or clans which were of one casto or calling. Tvery
o B . khel was subdivided into ghates which consisted of three pykes,
or ryots designated the * Moul,”’ Dual, and Tewal, or 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. :

. 127, Every khel had its particular occupation devoted to the supply of the wants of the King
or of the State, both for the public service and for domestic use. These A%els took their names from
their calling, such as the Noz Swullecyor or boat builders, Kkhur Gurria or gunpowder makers, Kkot-
e " kattea or timber-cutters, pufia or mat-makers, etc., ete., and were placed under the control of officers
& “ of State, called Phukans and Booroowas, under whom were other petty officers called Awzaris, who had
& charge of 1,000 ghates, Sykeahs who had 100 ghates, and pooraks, who had 20 ghates of pykes.
i . Thesa officers did not receive any pecuniary salary for their services, but a specific number of pykes and an
.+ allobment of rent-free land. :

-128. Every pyke was entitled to 2 pooraks, or 2} acres of arable land, and one pyke of every
ghate was always bound to be in attendance upon the King- or Government, to labour for his use in
his ‘particular calling or trade, or to piy anequivalent as poll or capitation tax equalto 9 rupees per
annum for ghafe or 3 rupees each man ; some Zhels paid as high as 6 and 7 rupees the man, for
instance, the gold-washers (or sonwals) and tinkers (murriahs). ‘

129. In very extraordinary cases, suchas the construction of any extensive public work, or for
the defence of the country against threatened invasion, the entire ghafe was expected to turn out, but
in general the Dual and Tual remained at their bomes to cultivate the land attached to each, and to
furnish aregular supply of food for the consumption of the pyke on duty, who received no sapport -
whatever from the State, although for his personal services the whole ghate area were exempted from

. the poll-tax, anl used fo relieve each other at such intervals as to ensure one being in constant
attendance. . :

180, The paiks of these kkels were dispersed all' over the district, the descent was hereditary
and the sons became paiks of the same Zhel as their father, and
: ] ) on their acquiring the age of 18, were enrolled and taxed as such,*
. and their two pooraks of land allotted to them in such parts of the division as it could be spared, so
that as the population increased ths A/Zels became more scattered and the revenue more difficult to collect.
The. land ‘was considered as belonging to the King, who alone could dispose of it; the quantity of
land belonging to each kkel depended on its numerical strength. A number of free grants were
mads to holy -persons or officers for any particular serviee to tho State. Besides the above system of .
taxation; -4 small cess about 8 annas the pooraZ was levied on the land in excess to the quantity distri-
buted to the gyZes and a trifle realized by farming the Zauds or marts along the southern, or Nagar
frontier, State officers and Akeldars were also expected on their appointment to make a handsome,
offering 1o the royal purse. S :

-~ 181, On our conquest of the province the feudal system with some little modification was retained ;
the custom of accepting personal labour.and ‘products.of the country in lieu of the capitation tax, as
also preséuts by the zkeldars, was abolished; and the whole of the revenue was demanded in cash.
However; the system did not work satisfactorily under. our Government, for, although a most intricate
ravenie method, very few of the 2heldars or petty officers could read, write, or keep accounts. The ryots
of every kkel were scattered all over the province, and from the little trade .that had been established
the lower classes could not dispose of their produce except at a heavy loss, and consequently when they
expected to be pressed for the taxes in money, many deserted, and the fixed jammas fell into con-
‘siderable arrears, which, for the want of European Assistants, was allowel o run ‘on’ unadjusted, - still
“on- the originial jammah for 8 years, when in 1833 it was decided a more sufe and simple: process of
- fixing and realizing the revenue should be partially substituted.

132, The settlement by separate. villages was introduced into Desh Darrang, which, having
operated 50 beneficialily both to.the State and- our subjects, is now gradually being, extended to all the
 divisions of the provinces under our jurisdiction, but the old %ke/ system is still in full force on the
portion of the province of Upper Assam under the control of the Raja Purundar Singh, but even he
finds it so difficult to collect his revenue under the old system that he contemplates the adoption of
~our plan. .
133. By the preceding report on the old zkelwar? system, it will be seen that the revenue had to
Cause .of abolition of the kkelwari pass through 4 or 5 hands before it reached the Government treasury,
system, and nature of mauzawari or  gngd that the ryots of each kel were not confined to one village, but

£ jch have b b- . it
< ;;Laf:ds.e tleme.nts which ave been su 'sca.ttered all over the digtrict.

184. Tt was in the -division of Desh E‘Dp.'l_'ré,ng'_thé.ﬁ the mauzawari or settlement by separate

sv'i:ll'a.ges was first substituted, I will thercfore state in detail the nature of both systems, as they have
been pursued in that division. ‘ . :

“185. At our conquest the whole of this division was given in charge to one of its ex-Rajas (Bijyai
‘Narain), who held it on & jama of Naranie Rs, 63,000 per annum up to 1285, 'This arrangement was
.originally made,as being the best that could be effected for our Government, as at that time.there was
n6 Buropean Assistant, and our statistical khowledge of the country was very limited. In 1834, the
- éx-Raja failed to pay his full jame, and-although confined and his property confiscated, he fell in arrears

'Rs. 41,000. 1In 1235 atb the dissolution of the settlement with the ex-Raja, the division was surveyed
by Lieutenant Bedingfield by separate villages, and was placed under a large tahsildari establishment,
" to make collection * zkas.” The old kheluiari settlement Temained in ‘force, so ‘far as its executive

Thetindal’ revenue system under the
Assam Government.

*# Half for the first year,
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dotail went, but the collections were directed to be made in cash, andzunﬁorwpatefy no aécurityj ‘Was.
demanded from the 2Aeldars or headmen in fiscal charge of the 4hels, JFORY. fow" iof whorm could “¢ither .
L 4 g o7

read or write, although entrusted to collect very large sums of money, &

it
s o

186, There were 162 Aels, over which there were 6 hasarees apppinted,wh§ had”qaqh" & host of

Y

potty fisoal officers under him, through whose hands.all the collections passed.

137. As the same duties apply to all the %/els, or rather.as they were designated /asars, ¥ will-
: -report on the longest, which was called the Gosain' Hazar, the heads
i Pooraks. man of which agreed to pay to Government through the ,tp,h.a'
Quefiuseri s 25 wboul Re. 4,520, on which sum hs'gop 5 per cent. a8 commigsi
Six Hooras, at Rs. 8 w48  cash, forall he lodged, and 248 poorahs of land rent-free; with num
e e 4  Tous petty officers, all of ‘whom got land, rent-free, which wag:calle
One Kuguthes ot accountant... 16  * Many Mattee”; in'short, under the kel system it required. such an
- extensive mofussil establishment that no less than Rs. 8,084 'worthiof
land was set aside as “ Aanu Mattze;? exclusive of the heavy expense
for the salaries of the tahsildari: establishment. *To meet this latter,.
as well as all other contingent mofussil expenses, an extra cess on the original fixed jema was' ordered. to .
be levied on all the ryots, which, experience has ghown,. was, in practice;ia.most oppressive -mensure
bore extremely hard upon the ryot, and gave a -wide and inviting opening for the' numerous petty fiscal
officers to practise every species of extortion which they' assuredly did to the utmost under:such a-
system. No ryot knew to what extent these extra .demands were required : this was probably the -
main cause which operated in producing confusion in_ the- revenue accounts. The. system also:.then - .
authorized of permitting mofussil panchayats to infliot; fines, -and execute:their own decrees, added its
quote in producing .distress, and lastly, because no proper-investigation was made ab“that. time”. .
that the country commenced falling into arrears, which were allowed fo-run on_ accumulating on'the". -
original fixed jama (53,000 rupees) up to 1289, when the balance registered against this makgl.
smounted to upwards of a lakh of rupees, all of which wag then irrecoverable.’ i g e

138. It was quite impossible for thy Collector, who had” eivil, ' political, criminal, ‘and fiscal charge
of the whole of Lower Assam, to visit this par of his district, so that  the subordinate . police, fiscal, -
and civil nafive officers were left to practise extortion at . pleasure, for- it was too. far distant. from '
the sudder station, which was at that period at Gauhati, “to' make it  ‘worth the while of the people:
wasting time and money in endewvouring to recover mouney extracted as. bribes. -The' congequences:
were, 28 might be expected, great oppression, extensive desertion, and comsequent. confusion in all the.
accounts.. , VR B o k- 4% %)

189. On my appointment as Collestor and Magistrate of Gauhati in 1832, I at.once saw 'th
impossibility of adjusting the confusion alone, and reported all-these circumstances to ' Mr. Commissione
Robertson, Consequently in October 1833, Lieutenant (now Captain) Rutherford was deputed to tak
civil charge of this portiou of the district. His first proceeding ‘was*to recommend the ,"B-bbfiﬁ,iQD‘ of.'th
“ Khelwari” revenue system, and substitute what was the late. Mr, Scott’s original intention, a ssttlement *
by separate villages, which he commenced ‘on in: November of that year, when the assessments.were limited. -
to the land and hearths. - Toeach village he appointed (in most:instances: by the s:lection of  the ryots) -

Documest N; 13 B “ Pafghery” or headmagzﬂthigvpﬁiget .is": d'epute 1 'to collect:the -

‘K Government demand from every person:in  his village, and as gecurity.

%ﬂinﬁé exaction, each Pafghery has sanually to lodge the following returus, the ‘form of which is
sonexed :— o T e

Abstract statement showing the total of land and bearths i thevillage. ot
Detailed statement showing ths quanzity and quality' cnltivated by, and name of, each . ryot. -
Detailed statzment ehowing themmumi.nuﬁxheru:_ bearths, e R R e Ry
140, These documents exhibit .the rames of all.ihs ryots, the number of 'hearths,' and ‘the.
quantity quality of the land they cultivate,  which, after undergoing a  strict scrutiny by
the Collector, are in abstract translatel by him info Fanglish, and. form the basis. upon which the
settlements are fixed. The Pafghery is prohibited, oo pain of beavy fine and dismissal, from realising. -
any more than is specified ngainst each ryot’s name.' A eopy'of these returns is lodged-in the kanun-
-go’s office as a record for reference in cases of  comylaint ‘of extortion, and - is  otherwise: useful in_
summoning evidence in summary ‘and other suits. ~ 0 L e o0 ' R

141. After these returns have been approyed of; they each lodge a;security  bond: for the due
payment of the village. jama, which, if found to be goxd, a sumsad “or commission i3 granted. to. the
Patghery, bearing the Colleetor’s signaturs and seal, and “an acknow-"

: ledgment of the correctness ‘of the' Peal'is lodged by the Paighery, =
translations of which are annexed. R TR el B 2 e K

142. The Pafgheries then proceed to their: rcspective :villages, and commence the collections for = ...
which they become responsible. ~Instalments for the payment: of the jama into, the treasuryiare fixed “ = -
by the Collector, who grants receipts-to the Patgheries, who again grant receipts to the ryots, and’ that .
every measure may be'adopted to prevent extortion, I am now preparing printed pat¢aks to: be seryed -
out to every ryot in the distriot, which will bear the Collector’s signature and seal, a translation of
'which is also annexe], so that each may know what le.has to. pay,
and no excuse remains for ‘the Paighery demaniing ‘more than is
defined as the demand on each tenant by the Collector, ¢ [ T |

Total rent-free land w 573

With document No, 121,

With document No, i2:
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143. The Pafgherics get 16 per cent. on the jama of their respective villages for their trouble
and risk, and one or more chaukidars depending on the size of the village under their fiscal charge.

" 144, Fach chaukidar gets 4 poorahks of land rent-free, or 6 rupees per annum, as they may pre-
er, '

145. At the onset the villages were very small, some not yielding above 100 rupees annually,
and * from the extreme rude state of society many of the Pa/gheries appointed were unable eith:r to
read or writs; and men of such little substance as to vender it hazardous to retain them in charge,
which for the first vear occasioned considerable trouble and anxiety in winding up the accounts of
their jamas at the close of the year. Hoiwever, subsequent measures have been taken to remove such as
- did not give satisfaction, and the smaller villages have been consolidated ; at present with not above 8
.. or 10 exceptionis, every Patghery is able to write, read, and understand accounts, and are men of good
E" repute and ‘substance ; and all are inhabitants and natives of the country.

146. The'Patghery transacts all his business dircet with the Collector, no tabsildar or other
hative officer intervenes, and he has the entire eontrol of his own village, and is the organ through
¢ ‘whom all ofders are communicated to the ryots, for whom he is responsible, and whose trifling disputes
;" for land and all other petty disagreements which admit of a razinama he is authorized to settle, but
« strictly prohibited from inflieting. either a fine or punishment without a personal referénce to the
. Collector, whose eoirt is open to receive and investigate all complaints the ryots may have to make
. against their Palgheries. . =
4 147. The advantage derived by making each Pafghery take the measurement ani census of his
+ own village,-in preference to deputing a stranger {or that duty, is-that ha becomes responsible for its
.. correctness and collections, and 1s Jiable to ' punishment if detected of fraudulently concealing any ryote
« or land. The situation is now so much sought after by the more respectable peovle of the villages
. and such easy access afforded to the Collector’s Courts sioce the appointment of European officers to
" ‘each divizion that any embezzlement or fraud on the part of the Paigiery is immediately brought to
. light, and his remuneration is caleulated on tiie jama. It is to his own interest to increase it. Any
. attempt at concealment of lands or ryots is now easy of dstection by a reference to th: returns, ani
{ a demand for the patfs disposing of them. The system involves a considerable dcal of persosal lahour
- and wriling, but the result has been most gratifying, as numerous ryots who had hefore deserted have
* returned t6 their villages, and the country is, you may have observed in your late visit to my district,
© assuming its former exuberant appearance. .
148, By the above description it will-be scen that the revised settlement is not merely * manza-
| ‘wari” or by village, but that it may be ‘more properly designated a village ryotwari settlement, as
" every precaution is observed to frustrabs extortion, by defining the demand not only upon every
\. mauza or village, but upon every tenant residing within its boundaries.

149. Although I have before mentioned that the assessments of the Darrang ani Chatgari divisions
(' are higher than are established in the neighbouring districts of Nowgong and Kamrup, still I do not
.. think they are’ burthensome or bear too heavy on ths product of the ryot. It may probably opetate
in raising its price, but since the abolition of -the Assam customs house at Elydra Choki we have a
- right to expect a large demand for Assam produce, and that in consequence ou- ryots will find a more
' ready salo for their surplus product, and bs inclined- to extend their cultivation, but I must observe
- that, unless the rates of the neighbouring districts are brought up to a par with those of my district,
. or that if some méasures ave not speedily taken to equalize and assimilat, so far as possible, the assess-
| ments throughout the provinre (to which after my long residence in.it I cannot foresee a single
< objection), confusion, dissatisfaction, and conssquent extensive desertion must be the result,

150.. It must be borne in' mind that the demand on every ryot is defined, he is no longer subject
to be harassed for any additional taxes to meet mofussil, police, and other numerous miscellaneous ..
charges, and that the conduct of the subordinats native officers is now subject to a more extensive.
L. European surveillance, which, combined with our revised revenue system, must give a greater sécurity
. to the property of tha ryots, and in a great measure subvert practical extortion.

161.. The division of Desh Darrang has always been somewhat higher assessed than other parts
of Liower Assam, but on what grounds or substantisl reason, I have always been at a loss to conceive.
It has been affirmed the soil is better, the produce greater (and I have heard the absurd argument
‘used) because it is more populous than other parts of Assam. I have had opportunities of seeing the
-erops in Kamrup, Nowgong, and Upper Assam, all of which have been under my ‘fiscal charge, and
_ean affirm, with verity, that the supposition is without foundation.

152. The system of assessing the hearth, poll, and house, which is still kept up, cannot, in my
iarean et oy humble opinion, be too much deprecated ; they are, to say the 1ust of
'w,gosé._pon.tax Rod . " them, an unfair tax, because they don’t operate equally upon the rich
Kamrup.—House Kuruloha tana. and the poor men. They are extremely unpalatable to the ryots under
airr éystem, because they involve a verv inquisitive interference 'into their domestic affairs, which to
¢ty native is offensive. These miscellaneous assessments might be all most advantageously and easily
clished ani s moderate tax substituted on the garden lands designated ‘‘ Bari maiec,” which are
g grantel rent-free in consequence of ‘the existence of these objectionable miscellaneous taxes. I,
ore, venbure to submit it as. my “opinion. that, should Government contemplate equalizing and
ilat.ng the assessments throughout our possessions in Assam, the rates be fixed :s follows:—

or first-rate rice lands Re. 1-8 per poorak, bawtulre, furinghaiti, and all baree matve 12 aunay
sorak,- Such an arrangement will be cleirly understood by every person: it will simplify vuy



24 ASSAM SECRETARIAT PROCEEDINGS,

Serial 1. Fudscial and Revenue Administration, Assam.

subordinate fiscal officers’” accounts, facilitate the realization of the revenue, frustrate concealment, beér
¢qually upon all classes, and, lastly, rather increase the present jama in the aggregate.

158. At the outset the substitution of a cess upon the “ Baree matee” in lieu of the other miscella-
neous assessments would, I am aware, meet with a little discontent amongst the higher classes, becanse
they hold such extensive tracts of garden and high land, which they only partially cuitivate, yeti monopo~
li ¢, but this trifling obstacle (to what 1 conceive such a desirable object) may with case be overcome, as
we could proclaim that no person would be required to pay for more land than they actually cultivate,
or wish to retain, on condition of their resigning all pretensions bo the overplus, which can be distributed
to others. These high lands will become daily of more value, as the resources of the country are drawn
forth : they are capable of producing abundant crops of every leguminous plant produced in the Western
Provinees, and also sugarcane, betel-nut, betel-leaf, munga silk, lac, and opium. As a further
substantial proof how unequally the present miscellaneous assessments hear upon the ryots, I beg
to report that in the division of Desh Darrang of the district of Darrang, in the division of
Nowgong and Kalinbar of the district of Nowgong, and in ths Northern Division of the district
of Kamrup, there is nearly three times as much &arree maitee in the villages as there is'in any other
division of these districts. Consequ:ntly, the ryots of those divisions enjoy a thriefold alvantage
over the rest, and again, the quantity of this land varies in nearly every viliage; this will be obviated

if th.sz lands be assessed, when every ryot throughout the province will merely have to pay for what he -

bond-fide possesses, 1 am aware that in the Kamrup district the “ Kareekatana’ (ov virtually the

& s B house tax) is calculated at 4 rates* af Rs. 8-2-1 and 12 annas on: the

Second Moodum. number of ploughs each family may work, which is as equal &~ mode. of
;l:g‘.i‘rr(tihslgﬂ;:;t:v; levying the unobjectionable tax as is adopted in Darrang, but it ‘must
& (4 €l

be observed the greater portion of this darree mattee is brought under
cultivation with the spade and hoe, and that the tax is enforcel, because the ryot pays nothing for his
barree mattee, and the system involves no less than 7 different descriptions of assessment and accounts
for every village, viz, :— -

First for rupi# lands.

Sccond for autullee,
Third for furringhatly.

Fourth for 1st rate Kareekhatana on those working thre: plonghs, 2 g
Fifth for 2nd rate ditto ditto two '
Sixth for 8rd rate ditto ditto - one plough.

Seventh for 4th rate, such as have no ploughs.

154, Such a system requires complicated and voluminous accounts, and. th: jama is liable to great
fluctuation in case of a ryot ochanging his village, or disposing of his ploughs, In the Nowgong
district, the whole of ths ryobs of all ranks, high and low, pay one rupee each as poll-tax, in lien of
paying for barree mattee ; the higher classes dislike it, because it places them in point of *taxation.on
equality with the lowest easte man of their village : they would wish to be exemptad from it altogether,
beurs zs heavily on them as on the rich man, In the Darrang district, hearth
the quantity of rice lands the tenants cultivate : all up.to 2 pooraks pay 8 annas, all above 2-.pooraks

and at the same time enjoying their daree matice tree, The lower c]a.sses"()bjept to it,lbelcause it
tax 1s calculated on . .’

o
P
3
o

one rupee; but in Chatgarse I was compelled to levy only half these rates, as the villages there have
very little burree mattee in comparison with the division of Darrang. Thus it will be seen all these .

miscellaneous assessments involve voluminous and complicated accounts and are levied in lieu of a tax on
the darree mattee, which, if substituted, cannot be objectad to asa novel tax, as in the neighbouring
Bengal districts every inch of the &arree matlee is assessed at twice .or thrice the rate levied on rice
Jands, and if only tuxed at the rate put upon 2nd rate rice land, and by which the “ hearth ” and other
taxes will be abolished, it cannot bear too heavy on the cultivation.

155. I have calculated the population on the returns made by the petty fiscal officers of
villages, snd as the people are always apprehensive that the slightest
statlstical enquiry is to Jead to some increase of cess, my estimate is no
doubt rather under than overrated, Th: population is indeed miserably small in comparison with
the extent of country, being calculated at 89,519 souls, which only gives 69 persons fo the square mile,
Various circumstauces have operated in nearly depopulating many divisions of this province, which,
we are told, and I firmly believe it to be correct, was at one period (about 60 years ago) overwhelmed
with population. . @

Population and climate.

TFipst.—~The extensive kidnapping that was practised annmally by the surrounding mountai
more particularly by the Siogphos on our Eastern Frontier, busides the systein of selling children- fo
strungers as slaves, which, from the distressed state of ths country just prior -to our conquest, was

practis:d to a covsiderable ext:nt with the zamindars and merchants of Rungpur and Sylhet. :

Secondly —Emigration of families to foreign states from excessive oppression by former Govern-
ment, more particnlarly our immediate predecessors, the Burmese, who not only caused extensive deser-
tion by the extortion and horrid cruelties they practised, but exported large numbers of women, and

even on their expulsion by our troops they managed to carry. off large parties of young girls to their

own country. Long prior to the Bwrmese invasion, numerous families were compelled to leave the
country consequent to the turbulence occasioned by their own princes. :
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* Thirdly —~Disease has also had its share. The province has often suffcred severely from periodical’

attacks of cholera. In 1829, when I was in Upper Assam, it was estimated 16 or 20 thousand
- people were carried off by that malady, and - we have tivice since suffered severely by it. Fevers of the

remitting kind and.dysentery have been the most fatal. However, I don’t conceive that tho two latter
are s0 prevalent amongst the people of the country as to very materially check increase of population.
Amongst foreigners (c.e., Europeans, Hindoostanis, and Bengulis), I admit, it commits lamentable
havop, and: generally proves fatal in a few days.. There are many other diseases prevalent in the
district, but not of such a fatal nature, such as small-pox and swelling in the neck called goifah. On
the whole, we have a remarkably few eripples ; I have not seen above a dozen since my residence in the
provinge ; there ara a few abbinos,

. Fourthly.~~Though last, I conceive it by no means operates as the least in keeping down the
population, is early marriage. Iivery maiden in the province is betrothed long ere she attains the age of
puberty, and if she were to remain unmarried until after that period, she would be looked wupon with
contempt. . This, however, is the case in every part of India, but it assuredly operates most detrimentally,
and a8 both sexes indulgo excessively in illicit intercourse, and in the use of opium, betel-nut, and man
other }iernieious habits after marriage, their progeny is frequently puny, degenerate, and diseased.
Sterility is the consequence. Few women have on an average above 4 or 5 children, and at the early age
of 25 bear all the marks of old age and ugliness and both sexes are in consequence shortlived.

168, The “Doom ** ‘or fishermen caste and the tribes of Cacharrees and Merees are decidedly the
moft prolific, their villages swarm with children § the two latter tribes are not addicted to opium and
debauchery, and are in general a great contrast to the upper classes in being remarkably strong and
‘healthy., Polygamy is allowed amongst all eastes, and in many parts of the district one man has three
or four wives, , .

167, During the months of May, Juna, July, August, September and October I conceive the
' -climate of the interior of the district to be remarkably insalubrious ;
the excessive prevalence of fever and dysentery and the great mortality
during those months must be universally acknowledged, and the slightest exposure of Europeans in
many parts of Assam is liable to the most grievous consequences. During the winter months, the
climate 'is as good and pleasant as most parts of our Indian empire. The temperature may be
considered equable and moderate, and as the insalubrity is chiefly to be attributed to the great extent
of ‘wastes, it i5 to be hoped that, as_the. population increases-and the jungles are recleimed, the climate
will be found more healthy. » ’

' '158. I have often known the thetmometer in the spring and summer months to vary six or seven
degrees in as many hours, standing at'91° at 10 a.m. and 4 o’clock down to 85, and again next day up
t0 91°, 'With such a variation in the temperature, the greatest attention is necessary to diet, costume,
and to avoid all droughts of air at night. )

169. ‘The soil is generally alluvial, and the countiy so little elevated above the level of the
i Brahmaputra that any unusual rise often cxtends the inundations over
for the greater part of it. The exceptions are such parts as are
. protected by artificial dunds and embankments, and one or two
rocky eminences.of primitive formation, such as the plains of Chardooar, Chooteyah, and Bishnath, - at -
the former of which I am now erecting new temporary buildings for my. sudder station, and at the
latter, the headquarters of the Assam %igb’;b Infantry Battalion is cantoned. The twhole of the disérict
is intersected with, rivers and -#ullaks flowing: from. the northern mountains, which are liable to over-
flow in June, July, August, and September, and not unfrequently change their course altogether. '
I discovered this year the two large rivers, the Dunseere in Chooteyah snd the Barellee in Naodooar,
both formerly flowed at least six miles to the westward of their present stream, leaving merely a very
small stream in the old beds. S

)

160. There are three kinds of clay, one of a red, and other two a blue colour, one light and the
other dark ; the two former are con.idered the best, and designated rupif ; it is capable of producing two
crops of rice, but the ryot seldom attempts more than one. This land is artificially flooded, and during
the rains, small bunds are thrown up to-confine the water : this clay is very hard, and unless irrigated,
. diffieult %o plough, when wet it is very stiff ; the crop produced during the rains and reaped during
‘the-winter called < Sallee ”’ is by the most plentiful and luzuriant. Whsenever a second crop is attempted,
it is very seanty, and the rice inferidr, as manure is seldom or ever supplied. The other, an inferior blue-
coloured soil, produces but one certain crop of rice with the early rains, and that is of the inferior kind,
called ouse ; this soil is designated baotullee or second-rate 7upit laod ; it is much lower than the red and
light-coloured soil, and being liable to inundation, consequently much impregnated with sand, and seldom
produces a second crop of rice. This soil produces some few vther valuable articles during the cold or dry
season, but its rice-crops are frequently swept away altogether. Such land as is situated in the imme-
diats vicinity of rivers, and jhects, and in short all the lowest lands are designated * furringnttee” or
third rate. The people occasionally lose the entire erop-of ouse rices, which is but very scanty at best.
" -All the lands on the cZurs or islands thrown up by the Brahmaputra come under this term. They, how-
ever, also produce the finest opium, sugarcane, and mustard seed crops in the provinee, hut being so
partially cultivated liable to be destroyed by wild beasts. I conceive the “ furringutice ”” lands to be of
greator value than the baotuilee, which is in reality inferior rupif without the caypabiities of the

Climate,

Nature of soil, state of cultivation,
productions, and weights and measures,

: » furiinguttee.”

~ 161, There are two crops of rice produced during the year ealled “ sallee ”” and « ouse ” dian, but
very seldom of the same lands, For the former a piece of gavden land is plovghed and wanured as a
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szed bed in the month of June, In the month of August, when the plant is about 8 inches hxgh it
is taken up in bunches with the hand, and transplanted into the extensive fields of 74p¢?, and ocoasion-
ally baotullee, which has previously heen artificially flooded and ploughed, The whole family;. ‘males .
-nnd fomales, are employed in trangplanting. The fields are about 20 §imes.the size of ths seed. bed,:
the plant is then supported by the water generally from 10 fo1b.inches desp, until the month of . Den . |
cember, when it is vaporated, and the ear ripens, and: the winter harvest commences; The straw of ‘thig:, e |
crop is preserved, These crops are seldom or ever funced in, as the depth of wa.ter keepa oﬁ dom tig!. i
cattle, and no fence oould be constructed to keep off wild beasts,

162. For the other orop, a different process.ig necessapy in tlie prera,latlon of the' so;l'
of rupit (ocoasionally), bactuilee, and farringhutee are: regularly: ploughed, and in the months of M ]
and June ’ohe grain is sown broadcast, after whmh tha hauow and roller are dta.vged over “the.. ﬂeld. A e
This crop is in many instances fenced in, It ripens in August, when the water is 8 ‘or 10 mohes up:
the stem, 8o that the straw cannot be preserved, Such cultivators as wish to have a sgeond ‘cYop.coms .
mence immediately the ““ ouse”’ grop is cup, ta plough -the land  for , the “salles *! diian.’ Thus.the .
cultivation has been carried on year after year from time 1mmemor1al w1thout ‘he 1uterventlon ~of
single complete fallow, or the a.ddx’olou of 3 harrow load of manure‘ No.sallee crop. or Tice . 1s ploduoed
from the famngﬁuetee, and it is a piece of good fortung ‘o save it on-the baofuilee, * " i i

163, The sites for villages are generally well chosen, bemg some feet elevated above th e
and consequently, seldom inwndated. ~Every ryot, ‘however, has g small ‘enclosure of-la i
the oultivation of the betel-nu'q pan or betel-leaf “gugarcane,’ opium, . moonga; “worm, tree 1
_vegetable, and spme 1e%umm,ous plant, , This soil pnesenta a surfaoe of two or three feet of -pight b
mould, which is annually manured both. with cowdung and. decomposed Negetable: matter, Thewxllave
as well as nearly eveyy separatq hougs, is well shaded, I ‘may say, embedded in’ the rich- fohage, 1bhenv o
of the betel-nut, plantain, hamboo, mango or jack trees. ‘The people of the Chatgarry. division have ;'{
but very little village land, compaxed witly the regt. The high lands’ are very unequally d;stubuted
amongst the ryots, “some villages having three or four timesgs - othezs.

164, The wandermg tribes of ¢ Meereps, *’ who reside in the forest jungles” in the dmsxon of
Chardooar and Naodooar, only use the common country hatohet, with which they  fell the tregs, and
with the Zodal or spade and hoe oultivate extensive tracts of waste land ¢ with opium,  mustard - seed,
ootton, and occasionally “ouse’ " vices They geldom reside on or cultivate the same place beyond twa.
years, Their produce from the richness of the goil yields a copious return. for their expenses: a.nd labo' ey
They also cultivate various kinds of vegetables, which they sell and barter for. grain.: ;

165. The Cachaxee tribes are certainly the best agriculturists in’ the district and cultwate &, grea.ter
divesity of uiticles, and a greater extent of land than any of the Assamese; many of their farms’ contain
10 or 12 acres with 4 or 5. ploughs ; their cattle are kept in exceilent . condxtton Their._fowl-houses
and pig-sties with their well-stored elevated granaries give a. very cheerful appearance to. their - vxllaoea
and estates. The usual size of a peasant’s farm rarely exceeds 10. or 12 acres, a.nd the geneml slze
may be estimat:d at 4 neres with two plougha.

Docsment No, 1 166. The annexed statement No 13 will show the expenseg (and
. & returns of an esta,te of and 12 poom/m of 7upzt and fmrmg/mttao

land.
167. The sarplus producs of the country is transported from all the villages in the: mtel'
Brahmaputra, or tha pearesi marf, in daugy parcels carried: on mens’ shoulders: “similar; ‘to. bang
by the bearers in the Upper Prévinees. A Cacharee will Carry 160 gears or 120 1hs. ten- mxles
but an Assamese seldom aboge40 scors.. Thers are no wheel caniiges ‘of any: description; o
burthen, and few servicdable roads’ mpt, st Jast for the wnveyam. of oods b)' the forme
canoes occasionally canvey goods dasyn the nummervas stm&s, bat '
to in preference,
168. Sugarcane is planted in the months: of Ayml and Ma > and.
ave three kinds called mang, favlee, poorah ;. ‘it 18 very. rarely 1 ufacbu:ed mto sua ar
treacle, L S
169, Mustard seed is gown in. Novembor and Deoembenaand ga‘hered m Fvbruary nd March there
are two kinds culled Sawarksureak angd Kolah Sur ea/L.u o '?‘f’ .
170. Cotton seed is sown in April and May, and pods ga,thezed in December and January

171, Opium seed is gown in Novemberand December; - and the Julce extracted ym March and
April, only one kind called kanee.

172. Lac is produced by the insect, and is gathered t.wlce dwmg the yegr in . W une and October b
that collected in ths latter month ig considered best. : ,
bl tr.e%%., "

178. Moonga : the silkworms are placed on ths . rees in.J gnq, arve taken [rom ;
(in July), and again put oy in December and taken off i in Ap}q b &

174. Wheat is sown in November and cut in, Malch n.nd Apml,

1756, 1t appems that there hag ngt heen a general dearth ’ either: by exsessive inunigtion or wa.qt, i
of rain within the memory of any Assamege now living, An ocoasional pmtn.l failups of the orops has’
bappened from the ravages of cholera, stopping aglicultuml la.bqurs, .&nd duunrr the Burmese Goverq-
ment, when the ryots flel from their villages.
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w176, The'Assam system of collecting the opium i, I belizve, different from that in practice in
| other parts of India, When the flowers of the poppy pol fall off, th: eultivators make diagonal incisions
inthem with a knife, and as the juice exudes, it is wiped off with shreds of cotton cloth about
© an inch broad, whi¢h, when well saturated, is rolled up into balls the shape and size of a pigeon’s egg,

“in which form it is sold, by weight, When used, a portion of the cloth is cut or forn off, and soaked
F in a cup of water. I'hiveoften seon the Assamesc fishermen soak and squecze the same piese of
. cloth six different times for a draiight, and that nothing should be lost, afterwards masticate and
. retain. the .cloth in their cheek as an English sailor would tobacco. ) _
177::Although I have annexed a price-current, yet it is utterly impossible to give a correct state-
Document Na 14. ~ ment of the Ericq of the produce. It varies i every week, and at
i every part of the district. I have known rice to sell for 8 maunds for
‘ ‘s rupep, and at other times only one maunds Opium can bs had sometimes for 2 rupees the s er,

but generally up as high as 6 and 8 rupees. Almost every other article varies its price in tha
¥ samg proportion. ; DL - ; ' L ' .

. 178, Bargains can be better made by barter than by a regular purchage for cash. :

4 179..0n the subject of woightsand measures, I ‘shall merely siate that, conformably with your
§ instructionsynder date 10th December last, I am now introducing throughout my disprict the stundard
£ weights of Regulation 7 of 1838, and that [ fruist to be able immediately to introduce. uniformity in the
.. dry, as well 43 the liquid, measures, for,at present no two divisions of the distriet use the same measures
¢ or weights. T have unnexed two tables of the land measurement. The first is a trunslation from an
4 old Assamese rccord and goes much motre into'the M * ¥ but is little understood even by
i the most Yespectable. inhabitants,. It is the sedond table which tho ryots genevally understood.

i 180.:'While on the subject of ths cultivation and products, I must observe that at least a tenth
# of the rice planted is ‘destroyed by wild beasts; in some parts of the district near the forests a herd
¢ of elephants will destroy in one night several acres of cultivation. . ;
; 181. Tn every division there are extensive tracts of waste lands sunited to various and valuable
iate fonds kinds of cultivation. I.shoull think it exce:ds the cultivated portion
v = eight-fold,  This land is valuable, becaugs a grest portion of it has
4 been under cultivation within the last 12 or 14 years ; the sojl, I conceive, is extremely rich and fertile,
© and eadily brought into cultivation, requiring in many paits. merely that the grass should be burnt
£ and ploughed, when an akundant erop will succeed, , .
182, The gUedtest obstacle to bringing theso lands wunder cultivation is the scanty population
and consequent want of labourers, Very few of the. respectable Assamese with capital bave, as yet,
been. induced to improve their estates, alhough they acknowledge the immense advantages they would
teap by it, ' Hovever, wo must make considerable allowance for their apathy in this respect, as under
the former:Governments any outward show of increasing property was sure to bring down the grasp-
ing hand of sowme petty fiseal officer. ‘

183. But little- improvement bas been .as yet efected under our Government, which isto be
1 attributed solely to the want of European superintenlence and & more permanent probsctive revenue

1

arrangement,

| 184, On our first eonquest, the tost zealous and persevering efforts and ‘considerable private

pecuniary ‘sacrifices wore made by the late Mr. Scotf, the Governor General’s Agent, to effoct an
mprovement hoth in the implements and genéral system, of cultivation iu all its branches. He esta-
blished two private firms and an extensive garden ngar Gauhati, for which he obtained the - finest
plnts, sugafcanss, cotton seeds, rics, opium, gram.,.etc., all of which appeared to thrive; he also
established &silk-worm firm in the division of Desh Darrang, and planted almost 12 acres ofJand with
the mulberry plant. e also establishel] extensive firms in the division of Roha on the south banl of the
Brahmaputra, in which he grew gram, kullyzce, ete., ¢te. He also obtained a superior breed of cattle
¥and introduced the cultnre of the potato, all of which would bave succeeded admirably and most
¥ edvantageously, had ho been able to obtain Buropean aid at the onset, but his demige and these firms
¥ being left to the unfostering charge of natives, many were abolished, but I ar happy to say, ein-e the
§ appointment of European officers to the charge of districts, the original system has been revived, and
- most advanitageous inducements held out'to improve and increase cultivation. ,
;i 185, The waste lavds in the first or Durrang division are in most instances well adapted for
¥ £ha cultivation of rice, heing o rich alluvial soil, and easily artificially flooded. Th 1 ave also many
#mcts of high waste land well adapted for the cultivation of the sugarcane, svheat, mustard seed, and
inm, In the second division of Chatgaree the waste lands are generally best suitel for rice. In the
ird division of Chooteayah, the waste lands ate more extensive than any other, extremely high, and
‘| adapted for sugarcane, wheat, and cotton. In the fourth division of Chardooar there is a greater
“srsity of waste land thanin any other well adapted to the culiivation of rice, sugarcane, indigo,
ad cotton, and in the fifth division, Naodooat, rice and opium.
. 186, I conceive the greatist iiduceient we can hold out to the people to extend the cultivation
% grant long leases, The present system of renewing the leases annually is, I conceive, highly
getionable ; it harasses the ryot, and operates as a mot effectual check to capitalists venturing on
r improvement, Qur present survey and: peyals upon which: our jummahs are bus:d are of such

isitive nature that it should only' be resortzd to trienmially or quinquennially. Waste lands
cettain v _strictions should be granted for such periods rent-free. :

187. A foreigner hus.many formidable obstacles to overcome in entering upon a speculation
&asming -the ywaste iands: Unl.ss he'resides and cultivates in the hewrt of the cultivated portiong
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of the divisions, he is liable to the depredations of innumerable wild beasts : the elepliants, buffaloes,
pigs, and monkeys play sad bavoe with the crops and the tigers and leopards with his. cattle and
servants, and unless he resides at one of the civil or military posts -during the whole of the rainy
season, the insalubrity of the climate will soon bring all his labours to a final close.

188, The people of the country are extremely averse to take,gervice even under their own géviv" ‘
nobles and farmers, and can scarcely be induced on sny terms to serve foreigners, unless purchased
from their parents when children, so that a large importation both of common workmen and attificers
is of pecuniary importance. The natives of the country are obliged to make advances to obtain servants,
who bind themselves to serve for a certain number of years, or until the loan be liquidated.

189, The domestic live-stock consists of buffaloes, oxen, cows, goats, pigs, geesd, ducks, fowls,” and

pigeons ; the former are much ecaveted, it being considered a marl

of great respectability to possess a few herd either of males.or females §

the latter are very high priced, varying from Re, 20 to Rs. 30 each,. and the former from Rs. X0 to- Rs.

15; they are of great size and form, nearly resembling tho wild one, with which in fact they constantly
intermingle. Many people allow the wild bulls to impregnate their tame females, for which Furpose A
large herds are driven to the vicinity of a jungle in whieh it has been ascertained a herd of wild. onesi !
reside. The females are kept exclusively for their milk, of which they yield on an average from |
2 or 3 secrs, which is as often drank fresh, as allowed £o coagulate. * Tame bulls are reared for agricul
tural labour and sacrifices ; very few are castrated, A single male will work the pame plough that. ¢
requires two oxen, and bring as much land under cultivation. They are more often used singla than. |
in pairs ; every plough workel by a buffalo requires two boys, one to guide the plough and the other
to Iead the buffalo, whieh has a stiing fastened through the laptum of the nose, as they won’t allow
themselves to be driven like the oxen with a bambeo,. | : .

Live-stock.

190. The only expense altending their keep is a herdsman. One adult will manage eight or teny |
in the winter or dry season they ars driven in Lierds to the marghes and streams in the vicinity of their
owner’s farms, and in the rains to the reed or low ‘jungles which are not liable to great inundation, °;
Their dung is preserved for manure for their optum and fobacco plantations, and occasionally made into. |
cakes, and dried in the sun for fuel. The price of these varies considerably indeed, there are so fow in the
country that no person earries on a trade in that commodity, and no ghee is made from it, except
just sufficient for consumption of the ewner’s family ; milk i sometimes obtainable at 16 seers: for the
rupee, ;Fo - 4

. S Joot p

191, "The oxen are of a very small and inferior kind, and the people’ tuke 'no: trouble to improve

the breed, although they are next to the cow the most important of their domestio animals ;. they. are:

used in all parts of the province for theploygh, but never, carry a burthen, A pair of full-grown bullocks:: |
fit for a plough sells for Rs, 10 or Re. 12, ' i ‘ . B

192. The cow I conceived to be the most important of the domestic animals, yet the people take: 4
no paius to improve the pressnt inferior breed. Very few cows give more than 4 scer of milk, - They
can be purchased for Rs, 4 or Rs. b each, if with a calf, b or 6 rupees. E

103, The pasture at all seasons is abundant ; the cattlo are driven out in'large herds emtly . .in'the
morning. One lad will watch 50 or 60 Joxen or cows, as they seldom stray™ and return to, their :
vespective homes of their own accord about sunset, when the milk cows of the persons who can afford.
it get o little dAan, and some rice straw is thrown down in their stall for bedding und serves for the. E
goneral food for all the. horned cattle while shut up. ‘ ' ' -~

194, The goats are remarkably sleck, like the common Bengali breed, short hair and ears; they i
afford a very scanty supply of milk, which is not often usad, but preserved for the kids; the greater.
portion of the makes are castrated and fattened up for the table, others are kept for sacrifices. A female:
with a kid is sold for 2 rupecs ; a male either for food or sacrifics for 4. ) "

195, Swine are veared in great numbers by the Cacharig and Meeree tribes, who barter their surplus: -
stock with the Bhutias, Altas, and Duflas ; a pig full grown is sold or bartered for Rs. 2, and although
occasionally allowed to wander and wallow in the-neighbouring stagnant pools, they' are taken great |
care of, and regularly fattened for the lnife, ‘

.106. Poultry of all kinds is very scarce, and excepting in the division of Desh Darrang and Chate |
garri and in all villages occupied by the Cachari tribe, is scarcely procurable, geese and pigeons are kept:
almost as pots ; the former can ab times be procured at 4 annas each, and the latter 12 and 16 for tﬁe i
rapee ; ducks and fowls at 12 for the rupee. - : . 4

197. The only sheep in the province have been imported from Bengal by the European officers.
I have had large flock in various parts of Assam for the last seven years, and find they thrive remark- |
ably well. The ewes are quite as prolific, and the wethers and lambs fatten quite as. speedily as in
Bengal or in the Western Provinees. A few are occasionally brought down by the Bhutiahs, but even |
with the greatest care, I have never succeeded in rearing them. , o

198. No horsss are bred in the province, some few are annually imported from Bhutan, but of
the most wretched deseription, yet from. their scarcity often realize 40 aad 50 rupees. i

199. Dogs are so numerous as to be & public nuisance ; they are of the commonest and worst breed, :
our bazars are overran with them, and in the Lot season many from disease are obliged to be destroyed.. -
Lvery village has its watch dogs,
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200. Of wild animals we have herds of every species, elephants, rhinoceros, buffaloes, tigers,
leopards, jackals, and numerous kinds of monkeys. They all commit serious depredations on the crops,
mote particularly the elephants, which often demolish granaries in the open day to get at the grain and
salt, Merchants from Bengal make an annual visit to all parts of the province with ¢ Koonkees” or
decoy elephauts to catch them and are generally very successful. The year before Jast 500 were
exported; probably 6 or 7 hundred caught, and last year about 900 were caught. Newly-caught ele
phants can often be purchased, if under 5 cubits high, for Rs. 100, but the merchants will seldom
dispose of the finer ones in the province, as they realize Rs, 800 to Rs. 1,000 each for.them in Bengal
and Hindustan, if they succeed in keeping them alive for 2 or 8 years.

201. The Jate Mr. Scott, the Governor General’s Agent, established a large #Zeddal or wild
elephant-pound in Roha on the south bank of the Brahmaputra, and sncceeded in ensnaring several
hundred, which were sold on account of Government. The establishment was productive of infinite
good to all the cultivators in its neighbourhood. An annexed statement will show the number of per-
sons known to have been killed by wild beasts in 1833 and 1834, :

202. The whole of the implements in common use for agricultural purposes are of the very
ronghest deseription, similar to those used in Bengal, and I may safely
gay that no attempts have been made or desire shown by the people

Agricult;lral implements and labour.
to improve them for the last century, and 1 much question if it would" be desirable, with refercnce to

- the present depressed state of the hushandmun’s finances, the low price of grain, and nature of the soil,

that any more expensive instruments of agrienlture should at present be substituted in their stead. The

following are the names of the instruments and their value :—

As.

The plough (Mang_al) we S e N e o e 8

" The harrow (Bindal) o "o o Fre o 4
The reaping hools (Jaches) . ", 2
The hatchet (Daw) 4
The ¥pade (Kodal) oo e . w e 8
The roller (Mac) = " e e e " 4

The plough is constructed by the ryots ; it is generally shod with iron which is used, and answers
remarkably well for ploughing up land that™ has. been before brought under cultivation, or the mire
o which the < Swllee” dhan is transplanted in August and September, but whers new land or land
beyond the reach of inundation or irrigation is to be prepared for cultivation, boys and wmen are gene-
rally previously employed in digging it up with great labour with the fodal, and a plough then run
over it. In many parts of my distriet; particularly in Naodooar, the whole of the high lands for sugar-
cane, opium, cobton, and gardens are prepared with the £odal without the aid of a plough, but it is
a very tedious and very expensive system, as the clods of earth require to be broken afterwards by men
with wooden mallets with long bamboo handles. The people conceive the land is brought into better

“order By such a process, and I think it is the case, as the kodal penetrates deeper into the soil than

the plough and the earth.is pounded finer and mixes better with the manure.

“ 208, A pair of buffaloes can easily plough up 6 pooraks of land, a single buffalo about 8%
pooraks, s pair of bullocks about 3} or 4 pooraks, and a pair of cows about 24 poorahs.

. 204. The harrow, reaping hook, hatchet, and roller are all constructed by the people of the
district; but the iron spade ov Zodal is purchased from the Cosseyah mountaineers,- who bring them
down for barter for produce of the plaing to the mart along the southern frontier, The iron is found
in.the Cosseyah Hills, and each spade is sold or bartered for 8 anvas. .

906, It is extiemely difficult to hire servants for either agricultural or domestic purposes.
The ancient feudal system provided against such an inconvenience, as every third man was compelled
to work for the State, by which the capitation tax of the three was remitted, which was commonly
fixed at Re. 9 per annum, so that the labourers received only 12 annas per mensem, but nowa days 2 or
even 8 rupees per mensem will not induce them to voluntarily come forward.

206. I have annexed a statement showing the cost of small estate and the produce of 12 and
" 4 pooraks of lands. As before alluded to, rice lands, although in some
. - instances producing two crops in the year, are never manured ; cow and
buffalo” dung is preserved, and expended as manure for the tobacco, opium, and garden lands. Fuel is
in’great abundance. Bamboos, forest trees, and dried.reeds can always be had a short distance from

every village. .

/207. T have before observed the revenue under the Assam Government was realized by a poll or
capitation tax, thut the population were subdivided into gofes, which
consisted of three pykes ov ryots,

- 208, The pykes or ryots were divided' into two classes, the first was designated * Choomooa
and the other ¢ Koyree”” The former were composed of the more

Document No. 13,

Land tenures; estates, etc.

Under the Assam Government such
ryots as were subject to be pressed. as

soldiers were liable to bo called upon o yespectable class of the population, who were not subject, like the

perform the same laborious duty as
common coolie, so that it was consider- . ) . .
ed derogatory instead of (as under our  Koorree pykes, to be pressed as soldiers, or required to perform the

comimon duties of coolies.
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209, Bvery pyke was exempted from impost until attaining the 'age of 16, when.fo each;’of 1ks;

“ Choomdoas " six dooms, or 1% pooraks, and to the ¥ Kporrees” &
i pooraks of arable rice”lands 'was allotted; This land was ‘designated
* Gao muttee” (literally body-land). For the first year after obtaining this grant, the' pyf:sionly. P"/id',

half the imnost, but for the succeedine vears, ware mﬂﬁm\}{: to pg_.v.t.he full  Goodhun (htevally ‘bg‘dyi or

4 vai@ UNPORE; MLt 00 TO¢ SUCCOOAIN, 0ars, Welt SLljegt v

Gao tnuttes or body-land tenures,

poll tax) in money, or to be called on for a portion of the'produce; or to work for t_he'/Rajx?o fo'l"fbu}“ months
in the year, : | ! .

There was another marked difference between the “"fChoamqoa;';’j;é;’gclh  Korree” pykes : the former, on
Choomynos ARl e . metrials by the Government for the manufacture of articles of their
pattioular profession, & portion of which (estimated at ‘an eighth) they were to lodge with the Govern-
ment, If they were employed about the Raja's household, which they frequently were as chaprassces
and hurkarahs, they were, like the ' Kurreés,’” exempted from all tax, but did not receive for their
gervices any remuneration beyond their 13 poerass of land. i , !

210. This gao muttee may by properly designated the.  Khuranij land, because' whoever:

Khnranif lagd cultivated it had to give a -consideration, "It wag™ allconsidered’ fhe

after a pyke had obtained bis gao mutize it was very seldom inalienated 8o long =s the.demanded:

rent was paid and the conditions wnder which it was granted were:adhered to, but thq 'py{eg “Wwag foroed
to pay the goodhun if he cultivated the grant or not. There were. °

A many instances-of if having been rbsumed by the Raja when the

pyke became superannuated ; in such cases it was designated “ Azah boorahk,” and, was otherywise.
disposed of at the pleasure of the King. Bith, Y R s i)
211, The pykes could in excess of distress. pledge. fh
that the King was considered the propristor of- this goil, bl
mortgagee, as the land reverted to ths Crown.: gl e
212. All suob soil as the above lying’waste was also considered the property of Government.

213. The Government appear $o haye possesscd no. right over the high linds or- such soil as. |, -
o was ncb irrigated by . nature or inundation, which was ‘designated -

Booree, Barree, and Bakarah lands, Booree,” Barree” and ¢ Bakarrah” 1t became the property of each

pyke as brought it under oultivation, they could disposs of it by sale, gift, or bequist, and on their.

demise it became the property of their descendants, the same, as all their other real and -personal . - :
property. The Raja does not appear to have interfered in any way with it, as it was never surveyed or

registared.
‘214, The King did by royal grant.make separate estates both of land and pykes for his nobles,
Brahmins, and temples. These grants were made from the Choomooas.

Kolak Bofy txhe 22d 0ok Grants made to nobles for a particular ssrvice or. to ministers’ of the

Couits were in lieu of a pecuniary pension or salary. Theimpost on a epecifionumber of ghotes of pyfkes -
along with their gaomuttee was transferred to them by the Raja, but ‘they had not the power. to. .
disgos: of such grants either of the py&es orland in mny way, 85 it was not given in perpetuity, but

liable to resumption on dismiss:l from office, misconduct, or demise. Grants made for: particglar services

were designated  Kolah Bogun.” Thess grants were kept up to their orizinal complement;; if auy of 3
the pykes died, their place was suppked~—by others from the same bkel, who obtuined the deceased’s land, -

and “whenever the ofispring of pykes attained the uge fixed for pykes, they ‘were removed and enrolled.
as such in their Zkel, ) in 4 1

216, The grant made to Brahmins apd other holy pergons was designated ¥ Buhmootur”’ These
grants were made by the Raja from sur,lus¥ lands after each. pyde

% The surplus land, 4,6., that over and
above what the yées were entitled to,
was designated kuéleence muttes, and
was rented"to the ryots at about 8 annas

the pporah, hereditary ; the- grantes-could dispose of‘:fhegg 3a,t, pleagare.:

216. The grant made for the support of tke temples was alfo made from -the “surplus lands and
was called “Dewaliah,”’  Dewoother,?-and S Dhurmoother,” which

had, recgived his gao mutt-ée, and ‘were considered vent-fiee va,nd ¥

Dewalliak, Dywopther and Dhurmoo  weng sot; apart; for the support of the temples, expense of ‘the . deity,
and woyship, and paid no’ impost whatsoever ; these' grants could nof -

ther estates,

be disposed of {n any way, or could they be alienated or resumed, \ A
217. The temples were in charge of priests called Z%4akoors, which situation was in a manhep here-
ditary, and the temple land eutailed on it. There were generally four Z/4akgors to each temple,. called-

receiving their allotment of land, was also supplied with seed or the raw:

bond fide property of the Government. It was' neither bereditary nor
transferable by sale, gift, or bequest. On the demise or desertion of the pyke to whom it had besp
allotted, it became escheut to the Raja, to bp disposed of at his' pleasure, bub. in caseswhenthe heir’

of the deceased pyke had not obtained his  Gao muftee,” it usually ‘descended to him, " However, *

C e

1st, Poojaree, 2nd, Beedee Puttock, Srd, Kotah, and 4th, Brahmah. Lach received for'his support '

an aligtment of fand and pykes designated Dewootur, but they could be displaced atthe pleasure of
the Raja, when theirlands wers resumed forthe use of a successor., '

218. When pykes were attached to the temples, Gossains, or spirvitual advisers, and Brahmins,
they were designated Bhugguts, and when attached f0: nobles or
persons for a particular service, they were cglled ZLagooahs or Licks
choose,

Bhugeuts, Lagooahs, Lickckooses
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They could not be dispésed of in any way. There were instances of the Raja’s granting to Gossains
~ and others a portion of the free pykes in perpetuity ; in such cas:s the
pykes weve called Bohuiteahs, who weve considered as litt'e better
. than slaves, as the grantes had the power of disposing of them.
! v QIO SANMRIL . Vo oo el o Do b ) T CONS
&LJ. LRIl LVHE JRWUA KT LEU L0 LOIN Jles, rossdains, and. Dranmins 18
_ now designated Lakhuranyt,
220, There were a few other separate estates granted by the King ' called “ Chowness.” These
grants were merely a tract of waste land without pykes. The proprietor
. on maling an application to the Raja was obliged to affirm that the
tract did not belong to any other person, and to define its boundaries. He had to bring it under cultiva-
tion with his own servants ; the best way in his own power, and was obliged to make an annual nazaranna
to the Raja. These estates were very seldom taken by respectable people, as they became the resort
of all the disreputable characters in the province, who resorted to them with & hope of evading justice.
Their management was attended with considerable difficulty, as the proprietor was compelled to give up
all the Government pykes on the application of: the Zzeldars and all the servants and slaves of private
individnals who might . abscond to them. Every pyke who might resort to these Chowsers was
compelléd to pay his “guo dhun,” oxclusive of anything he might have agreed to pay to the proprietor
of the Chownee. : ‘ :
221. Landholders who did not desire to cultivate all their estates used to sublet a portion to their
‘ S “neighbours, Such land was and is designated *“ Chowloneah’ or Adire
8 Cp coAsaRiEy, “ matiee. The cultivator, who bears all the expers: of the 2, longh-
" ing, eftc., gives up a half of the produce to the proprietor, whe, however, as 't rav 1he Gevimment
demand. - Besides the above, there were many granis both of land and pykes made 1o all the ¢Seere of
Government, calel “Nankao and Maun mattee”” The former of these lands were givez for servims
~ performed to the Stat: and were considered heredifary, and could be disposed of, but the latwer was
merely attached to certain situations in lieu of 2dpe_cunia.ry salary, ond ¢ould oaly be retained sy losg as
the officer performed the duty for which he had been :elected without any “reference to proprictary
right. ' ‘
992, Although I have in this report expressed and detailed the prevailing opinion of the oldest
‘. npatives of the country that the soil which did not require manual labour to irrigate it, but'was so by
. nature, cither from partial inundation from rivers, lakes, etc., or from its low situation retained rain water,
© or in short such soil as was capable of producing rice, was bond fide the property of the Government,
~ yet I cannot help adding that, in my humble opinion, the p yZes or cultivators ought to be considered by us
' as the real proprietors of at least that portiou of the soil which they were entitled to under the Assamese
" Government before being liable to pay any impost whatsoever to ‘support the exigencies of the Ntate,
which after'all was-a mere contribution for a general benefit, as it was expended in the support of the
" Government, who was bound to afford protection to their lives anl prope:ty, and each pyke enjoyed a
share of its advantiges and the prosperity of the country.
. 993, With this view of the case, I have directed that whenever a ryot shall return to
his villags, who had formetly deserted from any cause except crime to a foreign country, shall have
" his portion of gas mati, and all garden and other land restored to him by the h:admun of his village,
on coudition of- his adhering to our raties of assessment, and under our present revenue system so long
as the ryots fulfil their engagements, I considered them proprietorsof & eir\own little tenements,
924, There are 8 or 4 kinds of silkworm reared, The silk from the worms which are fed on the
. . lesves of the trees called Masumburi and Sumpak is considered the
* Mapufactures, arts, and sciences. best ; the common silk is produced: from the worms fed on the trees
“eilled S and Suwalln. These silks are called mungah and are indigenous. All ranks and castes can
‘and do spin and weave the silks they rear of the above deseription. 4
995, The worm reared oa the mulbitry (meskooree) is thé least common, because its silk can
" only be manufactured by the caste called Toghis, ‘Ihe silk cloth produced from it is called “Pat,”
. which is much more expensive than ths mungak, and used by the higher classes.

998, The females of families are prineipally employed in spining the silks.

" 997, The wearing apparel for females mada from ths above silk are the “ Mecklas” and « Reah.”’
‘The former is a chemise, but is fasten:d round the waist, and often by the lower classes under their
_armpits, so as to cover the breast, instead of having eleeves and being suppo:-fgei_ over the shoulders.
‘The price of such an arti.le varies from 1 to @ rupees. The # Reak ” is a scarf ; it is wrapped round the
.waist and breast, and one end passed over the h:ad ; they are about 7 cubits long and 14 broad, and -
¢ost § rupee each. These two articles with a chhellung or fine cotton cloth sheet for the cold weather
. eommrises the whole dress of the females. They like the men generally have a small coarse munga silk
* handkerchief tied roun | their waist, in one end of which. they carry the apparatus for making pen, viz,
" a knife; bass box for chunam, betel-nnt and leaf; these handkerchiefs are generally four cubits long
“and one.broad; and cost from 8 to-12 annas each. The higher classes, both males and females, have hand-

ome embossed silver boxes tohold the above articles,

298, The only silk articles of drass used by the males ave dhuiies, or waist clothes, the tex-
 gure, size; and ‘price of which varies according to the rank of the owner. They are made from 7 to
§ cibits long, and @ to 2§ eubits broad, A eommon dhuti costs 34 or 4 rupces, but the finest

< high as' eight rupees,

< Bohutteahs. "

Lakhurangi,

Chonwnee estates,
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229. Very . fine and strong pieccs of oertain ganze’ are manufactured from tho musmea
are generally 20 cubits long and two broad, and costi.from 830 1% rupees egolis | g
%80. The muyngah silk Mecklaks and Reaks ave often dyed-yed” and blueiand very pretty

b s
% With frariit and lac, embroidered, which of course greatlyienhances:their: value,

281, The silk is.very diffioult to be purchpsed in any-quaniities either in its rawistate op wronght,
ag it forms the dress of the bulk of the population,and consequently very little is ~exported ;. in every
house one or two, and in some as many as six looms aie to be found, as slave girls are often employed 4
exclusively in manufacturing cloths for the famiily, ‘ j v

232. There are three kinds of cotton grown called the % Dangri, #4“ Muznil, ” and “ Suru,” from . |
which various deseriptious of fine and coarse cloths are made, Both males ", 4
and femples, particularly of the Foghi and ¥ati castes, are employed
in weaving: They manufacture “ chhelungs™ (fine ‘sheets) used: by
both sexes for wrapping round the shoulders, generally eight cubits long and three broad ; « Fardanni,”
finer kind of gheet, often figured and used principally by the females, of the same size as the above,
Dhuties, a cloth for the-waist, pagrds or turbans, Mukmarches or Gamehas or handkerchiefs, " The' price
and size of these articles vary in every part of the district, Some of the clothes ave dyed and neatly
_embroidered. ¥ ; LRSS
238. The finest cotfon manufactured are called Assil pareal,iGurak kutieah, Fureak, and Assil
pareak Gurak, Kutteak Kunneakh. These clothes resemble the finest muslin and. are worn as shawls,
the former in four folds and the latter in two folds. The' Raja - and the fewales of - the nobility have -
these clothes embroidered all over with springs of gold thread, and handsome-figured” borders, some of’ .3
which are remarkably, elegant, and cost from 100 to 200 rupees each: i :

284. The rematning manufactures and artisles iof. the district are scarcely deserving -of.notice. .
The jewellers and tinkers are the hest ; their workmanskip 1s very inferior: to the articles of other:
parts of India, There are no - professional Assamese carpenters, blacksmiths, sho:-makers,” or
indeed any tradesmen retaining an establishment, or even o common shop, Under former Governments,
the few artists of the country were in the service-of the King, and their scquirements. were very limited, -
ag 5o few families were allowed the privileye of using even what ave considered in other parts ‘of India.
common necessaries, much less duxuries, and since our'conquest s fow foreign and superior artists and -
merchants have setfled in the country. “The whole of the population may justly. be considered
agriculturists : they are all able to construet-their own habitations, in which they occasionally show great

Literally  fargest, middling and
smallest,

neatness.

285, The houses of all classes are composed of grass and’ bamboos; the dimensions: and form ave
Habitations, architecture, and timber, u§uully l‘eg‘\xla{ted by the ranle of the proprietor; - .As J.Ghe, 'siﬁes L'OE - th $
villages are generally elevated, they have no occasion’ t0 raisethe
dwelling-house on mackens. The granaries ave elevated to keep out vermins,  Since: our conguest of
the province, the people have been allowed to erect such houses as they please, but under their own .
Grovernment the King only could build a house with.two round ends, and FAokines or ministers of State -
could have no round end, and none but the nobility were allowed:to erect machans for any purpoge.:
Their present habitations are upon the whole remarkably good, - e i T
286. Materials abound in almost every part of the country, The nakaer, shaum, and jack timher
are preferred for the construotion of their thakurbaries, religions and Royal houses, and willage hills,
There are no plantalions of timber, but an inexhaustible supply in the extensive natural forests at the -
foot of the frontier hills ; there are but féw. tugeq of a large size, their growth is ‘much. stunted. from -
the circumstance of their growing so close. %" - i Ml Sl _ LR el i
. 287, The people construct houses of the Kkolokh and Teetah Choppak, which is progurable in the *

forests north of the Charduar, [ fiiey S L .
238, No pucca buildings are ever attempted now. *There are, however, few. still remaining' perfeot

in parts of Upper and Lower Asjam, and the remairs of some extensive temples at Poora in Chardpar
and at Bishnath in Naoduar, The first pugca buildings erectel of any magnitude were by the King
Rudrzsingh, on his conversion to the Hindu religion, about $he yeur 1610A.8. or 1687A.D. by Bengal
architects and artificers, from whom ths art was acquired by the Assame.c, Itis to be regretted that

some of these buildings bave been wantonly. and purporely destroyed, Such as remain app:ar of durable’

an solid fabrics, The principel of these are the temples at Rungpur and Geergong in Upper Assam
and Gauhati in Lower Assam, and the bridges oyer, ths Namdang river and one overa canal jn
- Kamrup.

289. The temples are generally of an uniform character, having a lofty and elegant-formed door
yising from a square mass with a long-vaulted porch or hall before the entrance, “The body of* those.
I saw at Rungpur, and some near Gauhati ars cased with stone, and richly carved in:casso and . alty @
relicvo, with mythological figures and subjects, in compartmenis separated at intervals by gorolls, and

" cornices of stone, of some elegance, runnjng round the building.  Tho stone:0f- which the temple and
bridges are partially constructed is apparently a- species s of granite ; it appears to. resist ‘decomposition
and the action of the weather. Such parts of the soulpture as are defaced "have the appearance rather
of . mutilation than natural decay. e N o '

240. In the construction of the superior class of thapched "bﬁild,ings, such ag namgﬁzmm yjl,l;’;g'-'g?
halls, and the houses of the nobility, where full time s a,llowed\foruthl_exr {indolenb hf‘b,’z_"ﬁa?i?\h§ Assamege
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‘nrtificers attain great neatness united wilh strength, as many of them have stood 10 or 15 years. The
houses o * Eutopean officers’ dnil #the public’ civil conrts and military buildings, although composed of
0: 108t combustilile materiald; ate dxtremely: cotifortable and may be considerel substantial for three
s Bome. fow bricks and tiles have beetisinade, and are remarkably good, the soil being of the finest
' nd-sext year I'auticipate our: pblic asiivell as>private Luildings will at a trifling expense be much
“improved, e i e i

841, T

10 foudal Government 8 fow s6hools we-e kept up at the expense of the State ; bhe'}:
Hagt wers called. in -Assamese “C Pad/asalia ” orin Bungali © Patsalla.

. ¥

sl At .. e To-edchthere was a school master called # Udapuck,” and one or two
shers ; called “Qjtak .,'ﬂféré wag_one éstablished ab Bishnath ; the schoolmaster got a free
grant’of land and servants £ ‘His' trouble; thnle-childten - were edueated gratuitomsly, and in many
ccasés, it was. compulsory, bubt Assamese females. were never tauzlt to read or write ; parents were
' ﬂi\?fpzjehensi“\re:;‘ it would tend-ts -intrigus, it 'beig supposed to be most inauspicious to their spouses.
NoO-man would maxry-a- girliif he knew she éould read and write,
Qi The only public school in'my district 'wus at Bishnath, but there were private seminaries
n-thy ‘othet divisions, the ‘mastrs of ‘which- got remunerat:d by articles of produce, Fens were
madé from bamboos,  Tnks from ‘the si/ka/ berry boiled in cow’s uringj the palmira leaf is used in lieu
“'of papet: The books -usel at the schools' wete'as: follows; namely :~ '
"1 Ratnamallah, i 4, Srotety,
2. Ummahrah, 5. Bhangbuts,
8i-Kubhecs 6. Silahbati,

- 948, There aro the few. privats s:hools/still kebt tp, and three small public schools in Naoduar by
“oider of tiie late Mr. Scott; bub I tegret’to say they meet with little encouragement, There are about
.8:0}.'"23'15011‘0?9,1'8 at each, bub as the ailowance is so_trifling, any extraordinary exertions cannot be
xpetted. , A . '
i+ %44, T have alrealy, on the.11th June 1834, reported in detail upon the deplora'le ctate of the
ducation of the people of my district, but have not received any reply or instructions on_ it. I,
lowever; Ventuie to vepeat my former recommendations of establishing publie schools in every division,”
I atiléast oii¢ in Deésh Darrang and-one'at Poorahiin Charduar, for which I can select qurlified native
sters to teach Bengad, il
R4b. A grant of filfy of sixty purahs of gond rice land to the head schoolmaster and 30 or 40
nf, with good “sypply of books in ‘Bengali and a sma'l allowance for stationery, would
ice s an indicément to'iospectable Aksamess to offer themselves as candilatis for the situation.
""nih‘e‘@dy disiributed a'number of books.in English and Bengali at my own private expense.
Thj ‘schools would be miade. of éxtensive benefit by holding out to the scholars the hopes of
t-in' the public offices, and selecting from amovgst them the senior boys to be attached
the allowanee liberally granted by Government, . o
247. Servants forleither;d‘omési;io;dr-agi‘icultural"p"urposes, ns well as volu-teers to cultivate for
alf-the produce, ate ro:t difficult to be'prooured, consequently all the servants of a fawmily are either
sl geﬁo bohdsmen, By the laws of the Ascam Government, there are three "descriptions of slaves
ollow d ‘ ; ’

ch as- are botn of parents wﬁfs;‘é.rev'slav‘es.

¢hi‘as ate'boin of a'femals slave,

ch fernales (4n1 conssquently their ‘offsprings) who may have been purchased or voluntarily
- married to male slaves,

. Pricoqers of; war, criminals who had been sentenced to death, and a portion of the free popu-
-tised ‘to be granted by ﬁh@_j;l%ji;'g‘jtd mnlividua's as slaves,

249: The free population morteaged: thémselves for a loan of money until they *are able to vepay
" it all-bondsmen received their food and -clothes from the mortgagee, and when they have a famiy
.also get a portion of grain for. their support. They can at any period, on dischurging the debt,
obtain their reloase,'and on theit demise the bond becomes void, ,

21250, Tho - Assamese "are Ungomnioaly kind to their slaves, who ave generally treated as one of
thie” family,. being employed about the person of one-of the household. I have never hal alove 2 or 3
omplaiiits of ‘slaves: against their owners forillitieatment, sinse my long residence in Assawm.

- %2617 The; price of a sluve dépends on hisvaste and capabi'ities, but’ varies in every district. The
el o, following is the average price of good* cast: slaves in my district :—

ili’lféi',ééfc"hv‘ Rs. ;'20'.:;ffb.}t‘ff318 10,30 yoars old.

Boys: cach Rs..10 to Rs. /16 from 8 t0 18 ‘yeéars old ; women each Re, 16 from 16 to 25 years
igirlstench Rs, 8 to Re. 12 from 8 t0,16 y.ars-old.
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2568, Thero is & very littlo traffic now carried on with slayes. None are allowed i’j'j',‘éﬂlbq exported,
and T cohcoive the whole might be emancipated, and the system gradually abolished on very easy.torms,
264, There are groat diversity. of castes in this distvict, yet . I bave never known an instance of
' p APl g ey ok T 100 1Y 70 o WA ECSANES VN | oV TR NSy e, ISy .
ibes, S~ - QIBPULO Brising, Lo i, - M‘u:'-ﬂ.luuua geuerauy nave o greau, COEJ}QII},})U, i
Coten ke for the Muhammadan. portion of the _gopulutwn. The. following ate
the names of the castes arranged by the ordey in whigh they appear'to be’ generally csteemed, and the

tho estimated number in each division of my districh :—

el T ) ‘ F A2k NP
% i 4 ’
Oastes, ‘g | ” gt / A
'S- ¥ ' if v ’é i i‘ e 'I
g g é | B | g
1 a "‘8 4 . [ T (1 % ;’«Z 1
Hindus,
Baidik Brahmins .., e o
Gonuck, " “y C "
Ryoté ‘e e e " i
Kolita " vy ) " [
Keyst " L oy LU’ .
Kou:u 'y "o e "y v ; 1
Eeeh tes " 1o ) ]
Sonari o " e e )
Kuman " e " .'?
!
Bali "o e " "ee !~
Poti& “e " oy 0" (1) nloz AL} ; I ~;:! L
Tai A 200/ [E RO (M 400
1 1y SR
. Somah " " we ..‘. sor ‘5?95 y "j',’, .'., ",’ 1 ;':’%‘?!Q
Dhobor o " 109 3 | Sk St Rl 160
Nath .. T 100 800" {1 ayowl-iso | g0
nu'A\".v‘ % g ol Al |
W) E ol ; H |
Hindu Chutia o ver %) 100+ 100 |t . 986 ; 2000 |
B(‘)l’i& " e Taey e 272 Akt (\l- “7: ;a.‘u.’o"\, K 200 ) li
Churi e e o oo 600 400 | w M: . Wiy
Mech T o 1 o 500 ‘429 1 (1Y 1 ] 21
Total " e we ) oo iy ‘ i ani
e » T
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g : Oagles. g
i | 3 . ; :
& 3 g S ‘ g
1 2 a & 5 [ 7
Muhammadang 4,100 20 o4 400 50 4,674
o ‘Abhim [T s o iy o e " 20 100 120
& Joghi .. o |, 18,000 300 60 1,400 370 | 15,120
':f; Borrihi e e e are " e v ke 20 20
L Dooms e  a 450 300 50 400 400 | 1,800
L Humi .. w | 30 50 10 50 20 180
L. Rachai w o | 80000 | 5200 810 1,500 360 | 10,870
g" ' Heroh ' e w, e e 100 651 e s wa 151
?‘;) s
:{’;l Tohlﬂ{ oo e s vee 50 e e C s m 50
U Mardsh .. - 141 20 110 40 310
Jullunda ... © e e ous! 10 20 §ie “ 30
Mi!‘iﬂ e s 0 sep s e e 500 150 650
Daflas ‘e e e s e s a 20 40 60
| ol S N 20,461
' Abstract, ‘
Pure Hindus ) T e ) ™ m s e 55,484
Mohammadans e " " " 4,674
Miscellaneous and impure e ve i i 29,461
. . Pei————. |
* Total e T I e s o " . 89,419
Pomserec]

265. The first yoar of the Assam era corresponds with part of the years A.D. 77 and 78.

i 256. In concluding this report, I have to express it as my opinion that, to ensure prosperity and
a progressive improvement to ihis province, it is most desirable that early arrangements should he
made to assimilate the rates of assessment, extend the leases to three or five years, suspend the introduc-
“tion of any new imposts, such as stamps or Abkari, and above all, to keep up the present establishments
of European Asgistanis to its full complements.
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Stalement showing:

Rice.
o 3 -1
No, Names of divisions, 5 g ) ' &
&, ‘ |
g it 5. 8 g
& -] 5 g [les
3 & | = = e g
& i @ G L
H 2 3 4 8 e
Mds. Mds, .
1 | Desh Darrang v | 800,000 | 470,000
2 | Chatguti .. w | 150,000 | 133,000
3| Chutia . o 30,000 20,000 z,oao L
4 | Charduar .. we | 165000 | 153,109 211,90
o
5 | Naoduar . e | 108,000 [ 98j000 [* 11,000
1 | Kalangolur wi | Boe00 | 78000 v 2
2 | Rani Gumab " 50,000 45,500
| . :
3 : Kuriapara ... wo | 320000 | 117
Total oD w | 1,203,000 | 1,125,600

4 Cotton.
8
' k]
No. | Names of divisionss g ;
9 3
g ;] 4,
o g 8
2| & 2
= ) w
24 25 2
3 | Desh Darvang o 150 150
2 | Chatguri .. w 50 30
3 | Chutia . 22 22 .
4 | Charduar o 300 200 |
5 | Naoduar .. ST "
y | Kalungolur v 1,000 4900
2 | Ranl Gumah e 500 200
3 | Kuriapara o 4,000 1,000
Total 6,022 2,002

Zilla Darrang.
Collector’s Ofice,
The 15¢% F.brugry 1888,
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JAS. MATTHIE,

Prineipal Assistant Collector,

Opiem. Treacle.
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