e——

—

From Our Spacisl Carcespondent

GUWAHATI Oct. 28.
ez 16 ingrensing evidence that public opin-

£ Hanglndonly i In'c:(}::_!ing assettive about

it puasence of o large number of nationals of

4 il countey Sillegally’ in Indin, Whatever be the

ofhicind perceptions about such presence in this

§ country, or even in Bangladesh, at the peaple’s
{ 'evel it is now treated as a matter of normal hu-
man traffic and indeed as the natural right of the

people of that country to find living space and a
means of livelihood, wherever they can lind.

Formolly, Bangladesh does not adimit that any
o ils natonals 15 liegally staying outside the
courtty, certainly not in India. In two infeeviews
with 1his correspondent, dne conducted i the
context of e snti foresgoer sptaton hidone the
A accord war signed Gy 194 il the
ethor duning the AGP regune (May 1966). the for-
sner Prosicdent, Gen, FHL M. Ershind, flatly densed
that any Bangladeshi national was illcgally resid-
g In this country. !

This continues to be the formal perception
aven now Avthenitios in- Bangladesh only con-
cedie, rather reluctontly, that some Chalenas
have croused over to India) Even in this case,
they deny that the Chakmas have {lod from relig-
ious and political persecution and rather blame
the exadus of o much smaller number of per-
song than s claimed by the authontics n Celhi
and Agartala) on the depredations of the Shanti
Bohi ond "forces anszsgal:mf them” == meaning
Indha '

Historie: injustice’{ However, the populi per

L ception that what is fiow Bangladesh was “che-

ated” at the time of parttion of the Indian sub-
continent of the whole of the present northeast
india. which has always been viewed as its natu-

. ral expanding space, 1ts so-coiled Lebensraum, is

wry stong and widespread This prieeplion as
well i o self-confident expectation that this “his-
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vally.Jand perhaps conterminously with the antici-

toriﬁjuatlca" wes bound to be corrected event.
pat

fallure of the quite unviable Indian expari-

,ment Itself of forging 8 multi-linguel, multl-reilg-

lous and muitl- nationallty nation, alsc came

through, as this corrospondent realised in the .

course of three visitsin the'lest saven years, du-
ring sustained, but Informal conversations with
politicatly-informed persone in that country. Inter-
estingly such resentments and expactations were
not voiced with regard to the “other Bengal”.

Such perceptions, not formelly. and publicly
adopted as State poligy, are increasingly coming
out of the closet C(he newsweekly Dhaka
Courrer (in \he lssu€ dated September 6-12,
1G81), carried as a centrespread fealurgan ac-,
count, with nomes and photographe, ©f "more
than 1,50.0007, Bangladeshia who have found o
homwe in Delhi |t was writter: by two'stalfers, ene
ol whom is its assistont editor. and can therefore
be presumed to be accurate and not ‘molivated.

An even more significant contribution to this
debate over what is increasingly: becoming a
‘non-issue’ — illegal presence of Bangladeshis in
lncha — has been an article. “The question of
Labensraum” by Mr. Sadiq Khan which appear-
ed in the October 8 issue of Holiday another
weekly newspaper from Dhaka. (This is the sec-
ond instalment of a longer article, ‘State-bound
Naticnahism and Development Efforts’) The
author, an intellectual belonging to an illustrious
and pohtically-acive family, notes that till now
“the question of Lebensraum or living space for
the people of Bangladesh had not besn raised as
amaoot issue”, :

However, the time is now ripe 0 raise this
question, Mr. Sadig Khan says and argues that
along with the new international economic order
that 15 being promoted, there should be a new
“world demographic order”, a suggestion appar-
ently made at a recent seminar by Prof, Shai-

duzzaman of the Dhaka University, Conerrseed .1
en Integral pert of this new “world demorriptic.

order” le a "globalised manpower magket
+“There 18 no reason wh

rogional and intotng
tionel cooperation could not be warked ot 1o
plan-and execute population movemants and

‘sattlements to avoid critical demaographic pres

gures In pockets of tugh concentration”, M
Sadig Khan writes

¢+ The continuity between such ‘radical’ thinking

and ambitions and expectations of an atavistic
kind becomes evident in a crucial passage Ac-
knowledging that this “glohalised manpowr:
market” depends on “international 6o operatic
and “accommodation from the developerd
world" which in reality Bangladesh cannat ex
pect ("In reality, Bangladesh may expect litlg ¢,
terngl rellel In the short run on the e ol
Lebensraum™), Mr Sadig Khan notes: “A it o!
overilow of population pressure in Banglacks!)
is very much on lhe cards and will not be

restraingble by barbed wire or border patrel

measures. The natural trend of population over-
flow from Bangladesh is tovards the sparsely

populated lands of the South Lust in the /rakarn
side and of the north east in Lhe Seven Sisters
side of the Indian sub-continent”,

+ Such formulations arc being made in pubili.
and in print. Arakans in Myanmar and the Motk
east region of India are now being openly entif

ied as the natural living space into which the
creasing numbers of Bangladesh citizens have a
right to mova.

. Could it be that the bold aud open manner

*which these ideas are heing canvassed g oo

‘unrelated to the way the uncampromising pro
ponents of the theory of ‘lakhs and lakhs of
Bangladeshis illegally residing in Assam” arv
their present-day political inheritors have tham
selves moved, apparently, into  an accommmda
tion with the aut QRlies in Banglaclesh?
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! ”-"ﬁu'ﬁe‘-_‘_ otight 'of huts In’ idyllic’

‘i1 $surrcundings on‘the banks of
| ithe Jamuna river, conjures up
! #i ) romantic: visions of meonlit
nightsiand cozy campfires.” - /4
But this'is a story which concerns’
men, women and children who have
been uprooted from their homes
lmplagable nature and hostile
circumstances, and thrown into a city
whose' Hospltality has been pushed
beyond lmagination. ¥
The digtant beauty of the posh capiial
of Indla laded as we rode the
three-wheeler, and we were soon
engulfed by an overwhelining stench.
Curioua eyes walched us as we
entered the dirt atrect. Life moved In
slow motion tn the blistering sun of
July. A lazy dog lay motonless in the
waler of Uie open sewer (o cool {lself,
Listless men sat or lay around in
shades. Some played cards.

Sanjay Amar Colony Is one of the
decrepit refugee bustls thal have
sprung up by the side of the Jumana
river in New Delhi to house 1.5 lakh
odd Bangladeshis affeclted by the
turbulence of cyclones, land eroston,
{loods and poverty. The migrants are
a molly lot -- petty traders, landless
farmers, shopkeepers, etc.

Abu Bakar, couldn’'t be morethan 50
but looked 70. Flat, greasy hair stuck
to his scalp, shoulders drooping with
the welght of crushed dreams that he
had dared to see sometime in the
past. But the kindness on his face
was the most remarkable. Nothing,
not even a life gone wrong. had taken
away the compassion. }
He lost whatever Utte layd he owned
to the mighty river. It was Uime lo take

theiland 'of your: ]

. Ane wond of God pssed or fo Moses..

‘with his fahlly or ledvs his homeland
dn-search of work or foodiHe degided:

sfor a'life'away from homei it was the:
“first, time ‘that his, wifé;and children
‘had lefl -mﬂ&-ﬂﬂégﬁ.!ﬂm&qwmt &
‘destination. an ytowarde such!
‘uncertaintyfii; was’ frightened, ‘Ahu.
admiltéd,” frightened of what 'was in’
.storeifor> ugs But, we' had, no. other:
cholee. X BT S i
Like Abu’ Bakar, thousands'of other'
families, mostly Muslims; have taken”
' the most difficult decision ---1o leave
their homeland, 2.’ The' slums,
ars’ ja.m-'pad‘;cd Wwith. these" people.’
Crowded, 1y, boused, . but with,
enough food 10 keep them alive.!The

arrival of thess successive waves of
destitutes had transformed the bustis
around the Jamuna river into an

cnormous’*' ‘concentration ' of
humanity. They were malnly those

who migrated to India from the

districts "of* Khulna, Bagerhat,

Faridpur " and{‘ Barisal, And
throughout’ the years, the - total

number has sprung up to more than

1.50.000 since they started pouring

in during the carly seventies. The first

conceniration of refugees was

observed around the-holy Mazar of
Hazrat Nizamuddin (R) which' later
spread into slums in different parts of
Delhl, including Simapuri,

Jahanglrpur, Jay Jay Colony, Mintoo

Road, Kalkeyajee, Saket .and

Anderimore. They are part of the

larger exodus which continued their

Journey and crossed over to Pakistan
in search of a better living. .

"Not only on account of the adverse

situation at home, but having sipped

the ‘sweetncss' of the new land, a

good ‘reconnaissance’ report went Lo

thelr brethren back home, to

a stream of refugees making their
home here,” sald Mogbul (40). Back

home, he had to sell off .his only

means of income, the small dingy for

ferrying people on the

oy IEREREER £
5 .g_lc,hn.lnllrl’atlg ata route
1toutclagsed
il Yiwo da ters have been living in the
i Simaput i

.g:'angi,’unljkq'many. works as a

a5y

.

Wiln

by larger and faster englne

rbogta. Mogbul and his thres sons and
comingf,

slum for the last 10 years
ter.
He’does niot ‘even' think: of

3" “iback to his ancestral home, However, ‘31
“Re has'visiled his home thrice since

“sister sttll UMving in,” what' he ! satd,
‘"worse‘condlitlons lharl here, Most of
“them“carn” their bread pulling
- eyele-rickshaws, while' some sell
;Vvegetables in'the nearby markets. The
rwomenfolk of the community work as
- housematds which in 'Delhi {8 much
“infidemand rand ‘make a monthly
¢ fncome of not less than rupees 1,000,
* Astya lwho' left her! Gojendrapur
2 e of Dumuria Upazila in the
"Khuina! district ‘with her husband,
‘new lives (n one of the 20,000
'shanties in'Sanjay Amar Colony,
named'after Indira Gandhi's second
'sen"who died in a plane crash. She
works in es many as a dozen houses
everyday from 6 am till late in the
: cvcnln&land earns aboul rupees 900
a moath. '
Undeterred by adversilies of stayin
away from thelr own homeland an
without the minimum, certalnty of a
permanent home, the refugees have
not let such drawbacks prevent them

#helleft' just'to sce hiz brothers and
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from tylng nuptial bonds. Mannan,
who as a small boy migrated to Indta
along with his mother in 1974, Is now
a father of two sons. Mannan married
Abu Bakar's daughler and like his
‘ father-in-law, pulls a dckshaw and
 seenmied quite satisfied with his
refugee life. Moreover, for Mannan
there were enough Indications that
his ‘Indianisation’ process was
almost complete. When he came lo
see us off, he clasped his hands in the
gesture of Namuste. When we pointed
that out, a shy smile it up his face.
We also found that Rahmat All, an
Indlan, had marded a Bangladesht

. girl and had scttlcd down happlly in
thc bustl !

lThc setilers drifted from one job to.
| another. Gradually, they lost contact .
| with thelr own culture and Ianguage
i and adjusted! themselves with .the
H new surroundings and c:uzv.hr:rna.J
'Ihey picked up the language of’ their’
' new homcland whlch hclpcd m Lhclr
| dally life. i

Although thcy workcd lhrough the
. lerrible heat of the Indian summer,
! theyall accmed to be in good splglts.
1 ‘Living 'in'.sub-human ‘conditions ‘in -

thc unhealthy’slums, the inhabitants

cxpresacd«-,rthclr sat!sfacilun

:'e compared'to’the’ days back in their..

i | homeland."I'never dreamt of having -
ja.zlt mangocs btfom 1came here, but

P

Marnan’ Happsly marmied, msmd ;
£

nuw I can havc dm’crent fmus with
my day’s ca.mlng“ sa.ld a ﬂckahaw
puller, Rauf, "« %

The children looked gaunt and lhcy
smelled bad from the lack of water to
‘| wash with. Many had bolls on their
foreheads and facesBut then again,
they boasted of free medicare whlch
they gef once awk.".: datia o7

"The Delnf administration has beued

identity cards to the residents of the
slums and nearly 25 pertcent of them

were lucky -enough ‘to} have been

{ssued ration cards for rlcc, sugar a_nd
| oll at cheaper rates.'’ -'.'-_es Ll

The ID cards issued by the VP S!ngh
ovcmmcnt have saved the refugees
?rom unnecessary harassment’by
greedy polim:mcn and local mastans,
Rauf sald. Wl

There {8 no way of checking: [,hla
exodus as the people just walk across
the berder and board t.mi.na which
bring them straight up'to here,'a

sentor official of the- Bang,la.dcuh ngh
Commissicn in New Delhi satd. "We
don't have the exact flgure”, the
source’ sald on condition of

anonymity. : 5

The issue at times do cnop up duﬂng
official discusslons between the two
countries but the Indian officials alsa
know that there .ls almost nothing
that can be done in this rcgnrd he
added.

irtiza M All with Saiful Huda

Now Dalhl

Asrya Uprooind

Smapm On?sourcno!wasor Jor 2,000 poopie
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The qut:hhon et o of
‘zhensrawm or living space for
‘e peole of Bangladesh has

ol yel boen raised as a moot
issuc. Al -projectionis, 7 How-
cver, clearly indicaté {hat by
the next decade, thatis'fo'say
by the first decade of the 21st
century,-BBangladesh'y

a  scricus _.f'fz_g'l_'l_s st =y 0f
icbensraum.*No® possfole: per-:
formance_ o pop Aan- -
ning. actuak i hy] dlical, 2
v.igml'canlly E 4L ' Et
prediction’s % .

S 1/
Will + Banglagés --'qas-;'a
small nal!m-st' ebc ab!c to:
shoulder this pmb!cm alonc?
The - plain a@nswes: ,Is nd and
Bangladcsh ] s‘,md *QO[L be
ashamed un lhal “&toount”
cither. batl]c-:'.' it fur,

flay and the imposlﬁms 0[_‘*-
znnes of piracy. and’ powcr)n

maritime mlmdcrs in ;"’5
tcenth and m"cﬂlhnm ¥
wrics, culminaling ANz “ihic
colonial devastation bemga]
in the 1&h and” lglhgoeh-
HIres,
Bangiadesh  berefl - of™ ‘e
raditional strength of tech-
:'nk\' ;ar::i productivity. 1t
was largely reduced o the
level of A su r\'unl agricultural
e oy n which an cxtma
nand of an uf":-pﬂn;, became
an asser. Religlous bias aside,
‘he culture of poverty, histort- -
:::1!-.' dovolved -from “colonial
semtiazon and neglect, is
t\‘"'~{'l""l that- the

winty mmiw take 2 long tme

|~z
et

~ world to sort:out s ‘problem
ol 7

by free market lcadm;-r
dominion of thc scas’ in the = =

the cstuarics’iby SWe: u'nf“uhdcf the new world{)

left  the - reglom ﬁr‘* trade of labour? There-is o

- 1S 10 Teas. why segional and

n m'rr o "*::mn".z-pnpnla- bt

vel to be- cured: of. The
predicament of Bangladesh is
not entircly of its own making.
In the professed . new . world
order. therefore, there should
not be any hesitation 6n._the
part of Bangladesh to scck
cquitable sharing bfrcspnn
sibilify from the™ developed

, owrpopulalion-i’fﬂ.qnd
chcmraum. .,."pog,ﬂ £

<In fact
“"h}' Bangladesh s shou
ralse, in anyéhppéﬁpﬁatc U
forum, the questiog:ofz
demographic’ IO!'dCT.’:r&L sug-
gested by Shah dumman :of
Dhaka Unlvu'S{l}"]ln‘M ‘{'cctnl ;
seminar 167 complemen c:

world cconofmic’ btdq;i,sau ht

v s said lhaLa bo:;icricss
}d has bccome. rimc,
- requisite for econan

airness. i m*&surrtrbnc[‘ t
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| The quiestion of lebensraum

dta aveid—mtica}-dt-vvgmph“r
pressures 'in ‘pockets of “high = tegrated 2= pol‘l}

conccn[rauon “These 18 o™~
reason why under-populated
regions in the developed world
cannol ‘make room for
planned colonics to relieve
bufld-up of demographic dis-
aslers.in  countrics  like
Bangiadcsh

We'shall hope for the best
in Intemational cooperation.
We shall hope for the best in
accommodation rom  the
developed world. In reality.
nevertheless, Bangladesh may
expect little extemal relicf in
the short runon the issue of
lebensrauwm It is also doubtlul
that Bangladesh may develop
sufficient - sustainable  ur,
banbtauon \or can cngineg

ofl-ghore polcn!!al 10 sci

i

in Lhcnm geade, /& paip

is- considercd “to"be U better i
served by borderless” compell- g = "“;gmt“' (‘altmmi!;:;
tive trade of commoditicgiwhy d; nﬂmdl cd”“‘;“nia s
ool bonderlcss Jenmpeiit may accord Is fn 2 [future
demographic  crisis© may
rcason  why  Bangludesh )
should not insist on @ depend greally on the ox-
dlobalised 7 AAnpOEr market || ample of how we get along

as consumer markels of na
ton-states are beiig prodres:
sively  globatised under the
dictates of monetansts There

lnlcm.ll.tcm . Cooperion
“could not e \mrkm‘ cutl o
11.1:1 and exevule pnau'.. Lot
movements Tand Tsettlon

with our own minonty races.
In- our - own cniightenad
medium-term scif-interest we
must therelore leam o court
the hearts of our hilly tribes.
1 and ofler them special appor-

pmjectgﬁ popula!ion grov p

Er"iLcs'fri"'- mﬂ‘"""'"r‘\

- musl
- generate: “the - i'cd.rw that.”
despile their cthme insid:
nificance in numbers and our
religlous over- lones of ex-
clusiveness, we care for them
and they can belong to the
malnstream o our
bound nation-hood.
These davs we st
see  domonsimions
streets by fanules o owienin
af  Shanti Pahini
pleading not to shew merey to
underinial  Shanti  Bahind
detainces. While their wrath
may be entircly justilied ana
all armmed violence i the
country must be ruthlessly
suppressed, whether in the
puses or in the junges,
flerers, ‘of racial conflicts
ould be helped to be able o
prgve -and forget and  not
ip up, biltcmcss of bad .

sl

.
0] L b i

Murmurs* am also some-

times theard2about the low
» cost bchfll rallu of return for

the counlr_\: as a wholc from
dwclopmcnl programmcs un-
dertaken or ~contemplated for
the 11}l Tracts in supercession
of other deserving candidale
arcas crying for ‘development.
Malcontents mpay  well  be
reminded that perhaps in nol-
too-distant==Rifure -t s
preciscly our dwc!opn'rnl cx-
perience  in‘zcvolving
propriate  technology and
relevant © eipertise - for  the
uplifiment. of our. hilly. races
that may stand ‘us in good
stead in the eyes of our imme-
diate neighbours (n the south-
cast  and the  north-cast
across Lthe border, and win for
us a certain quantum ol use-
ful. welcome and necessary
emigration opportunitics

on
thit score. //
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‘speration push-baui.

Bt

8y SADEQ KEAN

T8 Seqrmse L2

“The Indian Prime; Minister Narsizia 1) summoned a

same ten days back @ discuss. accorciry to ['euter, 2mongst”
 sien. The purpose I8 (o keep Amnesty Inierhatanal out and to,
| blunt warld crilicism by statutory rights suncilience,. Indian-:
style, of flagrant violations of humanrights In

jab, Madhya Pradesh;;Ullar Pradesh, Bihar. Assam, Tamil

Nadu. and castemn $tates of tribal unrest.

His Home Mintster, ‘$.Ri Chavan, toak

brief nine Chicf Ministers Including those of West
and Assam abolit "dectsive” moves on outstanding
Bangladesh. Bul at the same time; (ropiitlly he
{ dispute by ‘a ‘most’ inhuman “operation pushtack of forcible-

deporiaion ", altempta X allecing,  some Bangali-speaking ;
| naturalised Indians (rom New, Delhi across Ian

L] .

Earliér,: the. ChicliMintsters' of. Assam an

“a ,|:,‘ o

O
advantage of 1t,lo,
l!»cngal. Bihar -

f

&

d Tripura’ hady
publicly proclaimed that there was no truth In the propaganda.”
ahout the presenceof Bangladeshi immigrants clther in Assam’
or in Tripura.’ West: Bengal Governmenl never complatned,
When Chavan. unjus(ifiably :tricd to make issue of Mlegal im-"
migration Trom Bangladesh with our Prime Mirister during the :
| Delhi summit, she firmly retorted that there was ne evidenceof
“unchecked Bangladeshi <Immigration o India. Population
" mability across -the :border throughout the Subcontinent
, remained active on account of religious, cutivral and family al-

finitics. and It was ncver & onc-way traffic. 20
Apparcatly Chavan, to favent evidor ™ and
has embarked upon an unbelicvably cruce strai

{ Ing up poor Bengall-speaking residents

of New Del
{without any regard for, thelr human =weis on lor the least

it meelinig of Chic! Ministers of the 25 statcs of tic Indian Union

other things the setting up of its own human rights commissy, -

Kashmlr, I’J.m-‘

7% beenJodged by Ba

disputes with )
ereated a new b,

gadesh borders. ]

¥

make a case,
e of rouhd-::
{, and., . out ln pu

| cemblance of Judicial hearing. {o puck them off and v past:
them into Bangladesh from various points alor: ladin
Bangladesh border. : =
A Volce of America report said that 132 such hagiicss oot
{ sons have been pushed across the border by Border ity
| Forces of India into Bangladesh at Benapole. To.reguster the
! wrath of Indla, their heads were™partially shaved™ansi all their

++ belongings

z
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burnt before the push-back. A strong protest has
_ ngladesh with the Government of India over
< the {ncident. A border alert:has been ‘ordered. and Bangiadesh
" s succcssfully resisting other altempts of operation push-back
* by India. AN A e
oot M 10
' cajole Bangladesh i

dia js adopting such bruts’tactice to coerce and
nto scoeptance of its demands for tean.
! ait facilities, ges supplics; as well as link canal’, from Brab:
{‘maputra to Genges," across|Bangledesh “connecting it
* eastern fank, the likely outcome will just be bad biood, '
#.-1f India ts giving notice of pre-cmption of passible claims of
population pressurc”of Bangledesh on it in the futnre, It {9
premature. In the global willage of the- twenty-first century, the
ldemands “of the population’/pressure’ and space-deficil of
‘. Bangladesh will certanly b&heard by the world comesunity in
". 2 spirit of partnership and accommodation to fulfil the promise
* &f “entitlement” of.all human beings."to & healthy “and produc:
“tive life tn harmony with nature™ Meanwhile, Bangladesh musl
not bend to Draconian yicaiures adopted by India.’ '
Diplomatic protcets asides,all human rights organisations
and potitical partiea of Bangladesh, and fn particular the B3N]
and the Awami Leajuc, mu‘st'uncquivncali)' and stroa:gly cons
blic 10 condemn and: resist the inhuman operation
pusi teick of Chnvan, i : v
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