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Your Excellency,

We have made the journey to Delhi to acquaint you with-our griév'anoes and with thé -
real situation of tesror that exists in the area proposed ‘o be made Bodoland Territorial
Councffa(QTC) area under the provisions of the Vith-Schedulc of the s.onstuut:on of

tndxa

You will agree with us that the question of the BTC is not )ust a very bensntwe one ‘but
also is a controversial one, in view of the experiences of the last decade and inview of

. the prevailing state of terror. And therefore we understand thatto seek a lastlng solution
- to the vexed questcon of Bodo autonomy, one will have to have a broad perspective in
the mind andthe prmcmlcs of democracy and commrtment to'the constitution must not

be forgolten i in the name of exxgenctes

.

Sul n.oriuracel} as we have seen some e!ght yea}s ago, ignoring the recommendations
cf :ne three-member expert committee sel-up by the then Central govl. in 1990 the
| tHen Cong(i) govt. in the state-had struck a dezt with the ABSU in 1993 created a
Bodoland Autonomous Coungil, without having a word with the represantative bodies

;51 tne other elnnicities (who logether comprisa a definite majority in tha,eqm,err.ed
5€;a) Thb onesxf*ed unde :mocralic and dece: fui,spl\:}x:n _',a'ead of ebxenhs‘ﬁmg pﬂace '
the arez,and, solving the Bodo pxoblem,,__-,esc;.!a.ed Bodo terrorism and unifoiced a
g ,:gssterm Yive of c!hmf- clegnsmg in the entire lower .

- \ssam area Aotk of Braly mapulaa.,

3

o2 again, we iz mat your government is negotiating-a so~caned peace proposat of
*f*'*omg the presen i EZAV (created by the state) to a BTC (under the provisions of the
‘ith scheduie of the canstiiution) one-sidedly with the erstwhile terrorist group Bodoland

icaration Tigers (ELT). ni.‘_:\dy more than twelve round of talks with BLT has been

onciuded, while ooy deal ears were turned to the cries and agonies of the non-Bodos

-ty

é;’:; in the area. Troir demand for a hearing and inclusion in the talks were met with

Jougndemocratic spiit that the invitalions were withdrawned, at the face of threat
D the Bolio i :aaa:'b.up al ihe last moment and that was the only occasion whan the
Aﬁr.o govt felt that iney shouid notbe ignored. it will not be out of context here that the '

s 100 were ignored .or more than two decades in a sxmalav manner.
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i ofBoaosin ti 1058 blccks. Thers ls,riﬂythef block,

apprehend that such practices shall send wrong message to the people that unless
e resorls o violence and taclics of terror, no talk can be’ held — is this. the way of

phoi.ung democracy and the spirit of constitution ? ,

ft-has been ciaimed by the Bodo~le,adership that the non-Bodos living in"the aréa are
supporting the proposal to create the BTC - and they are presenting a set of leadership
and people as evidence - but does demogratic values not demand a probe by a
competent rights body to ascertain whether such evidences are restlts of coercion and
largescale intimidation. What the history of the decade tell? What*happens to state
govt.'s own admission of ‘operation ethnic cleansing' submitted to the NHRC in 1998
~ ?? How do you explain the presenca of 2.58 lakhs of refugees in relief camps of BAC
since May, 1996 2?? When the Department of Home; Gowt. of India bows down to the
pressure of threat, how the non- Bodos living under constant threat to their life and
property speak out thairmind ? Yes, if we swear in the name of democracy and principles
7 'of fundamental rights, we shall have to answer. Without having an answer to these ~
questions, search for peace will be lllusory and fresh grounds of ethnic:bitterness an

a'ﬂagomsm will be created.

Bodo lnaécrsn: p claim that the Bodos consmule majority in'whole of lower Assam that
ligs north of the river Brahmaputra, This is absolutely outrageous. There'is not a single
district in this area, comprising the seven distr cts : Dhubri, Kokrajhar, Bongaigaor,
Barpeta, Nalbari, Darrang and the northbank areas of Kamrup where the scheduled
tribes, Bodos and nthers come anywhere near the majonty status Not only that, among
the scores of the community developmentblocks in.the. concerned area, there are only
three blocks in Kokrajhar district arid one block in Bongaigaon district which havz bare
tribal majorities, ranging between 51 .8% and 54%. Of these the Kokrajhar part’ of the
bureaucratically bifurcated Sidli-Chirang block has a tribal population of §3.6%, while
the other part, icciuded in the lately created Bongaigaon district has only 25.9%. If the
tw0 blocks are combined, as they should be, the tribal percentage comes down lo less
“than 40%. There are cerlain blocks viz. Jalah in Barpeta district, Baska in Nalbari
. district and Udaiguri in Darrang district wheve the tribal population is between 42 and
46 percent, butin alf of lhese olocks Saranias and Babhas both classified as scheduled

i “ribes are ihere ins absizntial aumoaIs, ‘bringing dswi dragxcalw the actu4p-ure.1tage
strict, which

ugzon n Kokramat eistict, \
nas a trival population of nearly 45% ?'J-’ he entimerated mb:.ts here are Véry »=’gely :
3odo. The per:cn e of Bodos in all, omer blccks is low or nca- exi isterl, with none

" gzching he za.f‘.zas and onlv five reachwg the.twentiss. Al our data based u"l 1991

:ensus and it is (o be remembered that STs in this al
Hajongs eic as \"e”. apart from the Bodos. So where does that leave the Bodo

wotagonists ?

\very significant seclion of the people living in the area described above belong to the
och-Ra ;ba'*. f‘ dhn'cﬂy, who has been recommended by the parliamentary select
“ommillee constituted by the lenth Loka.Sabha for inclusion in the list of scheduled
iibes of lnd'a ~'>:i as many as four ordihances declared them as ST only to be reverled
) their original siatus of BC, on expiry of the six months term of each of these ordinances.

“he Santhal, %.'unda 21ic hvmg in the area in large numbers are also nol regarded as

-zheduled !.:..»._‘
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¢ fact of the matler is that the Bodos constitute majorities only at the village anc
vrllage cluster levels; This fact was well grasped by the central govt. committee headed
by K*8.Singh. What this three-member expert committee proposed had the same
coniours of the solutidn that most non-Bodo organisations had presented to the
committee. This commitlee proposed basically several gram panchayat level and block
level areas ranging overseveral districts which would be coordinated with an apex body.
All three levels together would enjoy considerable autonomy visa-vis the state and
union govts. lhrough havmg a wide range of subjects to deal with. : -

N

. Instead of sticking to such a noble yst .pracucable soluuon to the problem of
selfdetermination fora cultural minorily, the Bodo leadership kept themselves ‘on the
undemocralic course of getting a Bodo land in which they would be granted a mojeritarian
slalus in governance while the actual majority would be reduced to total powerlessness.

. And to realise this goal of theirs, the sectarian Bodo leadership not only silenced the
dissigent voicgs wilhin their own community, adapted the policy of ceercion — k:llmg,
inlimidation, extortion - ali being part of the grand ethnic cleansing operation,

And From( the govts. at thc centre and at the state are reéponding 7 Onthe one hand ~
unicashing a total military terror, ‘and on the other hand appeasing the- terronsts by

offering BAG than, and BTC now.

Thus what we see is a concerted attempt*o. usurp the democrauc rlghte of others by
the Bodos and a continual governmental ehort to appease them to desist from further
terrorist outrages. The most glaring and latest of the exampie s the retreat of the Assam
govt. from holding the Panchayat elections, that too after the election was statutorily
notified, in the areas demarcated by the so-called Bodo leadership. And these are the
manners in which the democratic values and the principles laid down in the constttutnon
are being sacrificed, time and again, at the altar of expedlency "

it appears that the union home ministry ofﬂmals in the successive govts. are trying to
solve the issue of the Bodo autoromy by the process of holcling taiks and negotiations.
e 553 out why should thev if they are "eaily sincere, talk only with the Bodos ? Are the others,
= Spec: ally *hc?v:c.lms of sava\Lery, not {4 be consu!ted at alt whita the fage of ihe.. ;-JS!
~ang oemocronc aap:ralsona is being declded Ey hauwms'wt arronsty P E o
Honest answers 10 these quastjons. Your Excellency, will swiely force 1h° Assam and

Union goverraient cificials to chanye course, take stock, adrm( mtstakoe of the past

s dad Teake hEETATET D on solving the Bodo problems:: i s ™ E

- e ¥ UETEELY
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We apprenend that if an autonomous council exclusively for the Bodos is created under
the provisions o‘ thn sixth schedule, then by the codes of the schedule itself even the
ivonBodo scheduied tribes living in the proposed area shall loose lhe privileges and
rights gua mr":ec by the constitution, not to speak of the other communities who deservz
schediling fike Koch Rajbanshis & Adibasis. This is a total betrayal of the democratic
peinciples. . i . :
Sir, it is our requ2si lo you to advice your goveramant t6 i_mple..mqb!-th_e.'foil:og'v'rﬁ-g der
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,Convene a Roundlable Conference consisling of all political social and ethnic
organisations lo discuss the Bodo issue:

Issuance of while paper on the issue detailing the three-member expert committee -
recommendations, the reasons justifying the rejection of the recommendations

and the true dcmographtc data tor the concerned terntory :

i)

Stallthe rove for crealing the proposed Bedoland Temtonat Council, and publish
in public Interest the mmutes of the dialogues-held between the Govt. and the

BLT. - 5

)

The siluation in the concerned area brooks no delay and a disaster of Bosnian
proportions will become inevitable if Governments continue lo dither. We. therefore,
beg you mosl humbly to listen.ta the. voices from the region which are not terrorist”™
voices and which have pattently borne much. But the seeds of retaliation are also
Erewing among those v/ho still keep their sanity and stick to the democratic instincts
and prqcesses. Soon it may be tov late. Then, ifthat sad day should come, the greatest

victims Wil be precisely the minority i.e the Bodo masses.

1. All Assam Koch Rajbanshi Sammilani. 2, All Assam Adtvasn Students Association. 3.
"ALl Assam Bengali Yuva-Chatra Federationg. 4. United Minorities Front. 5. Jharkhandi
' Adivasi Sangram Parishad. Assam. 6. United Revolutionary Movement Council, Assam.
7. All ‘Assam Jogi Samnilani. 8. Kochi Rajbanshi. Sahitya Sabha. 8. All Assam
Janagosthiya Kattta-Atpme Sammilan. 10. Lower Assam Minorities Council. 11, All Assam
Minorities Students Union, 12, Jan_ajah Suraksha Parishad. 13. All Assam Rabha
Students Urinn %4 Non-Bodo Citizens Suraksha Samiiti. 15. All Koch-Rajbanshi
Students Union. 16. United Minorities Yuva-Chatra Parishad. 17. Santras Birodhi
Ganamancha. 18. Koch-Rajanshi Sammihani (BAC). 19, JanajattSuraksha Parishad. —
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Assamese communmes Atl these people are now depnx/’ed of local self rule nghts as
Panchayats are not being formed inthe BTAD area. Besides the rightto be elected is




