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MESSAGE

It heartening to learn that the 8" Biennial Central Conference of All Koch
Rajbongshi Studeits' Union (AKRSU) s being organized w25 April 2008 with a
three-daylong programme af Hariya Mondal Bakhara of Kalipukhuri, Kokrajhar

(Kamatapur).

Tt i hoped fiiat the august conference will be well aftended by invitees and
delegates from all across the state and fruitful discussions will be held on various

issues pertaining fo the organization.

That a souvenir is being published to commemorate the occasion.is indeed

praiseworthy. I+ is noned that the august publication will be well received by one

and all. ; \]._ e
M@W

{br. Himanta Biswa ;mm}




ST Hi{Zes e

Y A 3 et ARES B, (I -Abeoos O B (0099) 103009Y
a1} @i  Ssrslemi T W, GarEibl-av ooy O 8 (00vd) eadtroo
T e ¢ Al W, fg-arasyo O ® (00¥43) 293¢0

434 (o i, qd-aboood O & (00bby) Roacty

N

HDTNGT IV WAYIHNE ST (5 DGIN AT S (0G)T
S AT il oA 2@ e GiFers o FRIRiTalA 3905 AU
BT 27 75 AT T S Teem | 1w G NS H B STRT AP
E19ee DM BIASFID | GRG0 1T OSRY EiBT BT WA AT
@R ABRIE WA AN AANI GG NG GO TARL A4 A
BOAATEG| GE CPAG (6 TGHASAT XA FranINT| WA 17
SCRIBT A G50 T T8, T GG B UGS AT LA
ST ST GE UG BT SONT B TGNAT @ 0 EAwry Gy
NIVNIT GIOTIITT 107 Cr T (A6 VTHWATT LA T 0%
STPIBF Frmmzd G150 Sounmy AT Wiy FIBTIUR SN0 ST FAANT
©IT T ST @ NG 0T SR AR WU ST WA
FHT VUS GIRTFNA SAASTT G G (NN FANTT—

cﬂ,‘?m/)s\f—(

@ PN, B4

feers e ¢ wae o, frep, Garall - o s (0ow3) 33wad

‘oY e "

IR (16 AT T TG

ALL KOCH-RAJBANSHI STUDENTS’ UNION
CENTRAL COMMITTEE
T wiiem ¢ qefkale

H.0. BONGAIGAON (KAMATAPUR) 783380

UL T S

- STeRAIal v

b A ae i I el ol e i’ Aifkere 49 %7 oid AR
wiifte | 6w eiv-aars] atreird @i w-des Rrorsta Nea e e, «fF e, [,
Gl S AT e Stoll ©ffdl 3 @1 e «aide «fes aeties el
7o)l T G5 T siere o aaeaies (Tgwa wogh sl Fem 92
wfiite o, ateifer, R, @ o e e fad et et o redre
i @i AeEe R Be el TR @RI S| Sovo WA 3 GAlRS &
(6T D (15 AT wla 7Et” CalGT SHiergr >4 Bt g A Ffet | i AreEet
GBI gleaw qhedt s, Ay Wit frq o’ Taia F9 (o Sy 1o
AEEEE | A4 28l 16 A Bae St afee, Aqeal, eravicgle S s
SiGila et e o Saie, Seame o’ SebiEd 414 (S Sepiged Gwielita Frel
T wfrg e TSt geta saieaies Qe B el s a9 | ol
(@b AeEeN BE - g W b 3 @@ @ e ifEeR wittere a @edl’
wfors quim gfoers “ AREl” e wRra 3 wiffm 52 o’ 47 s o |

=6 a1 4 @6 G SR @z, e, AfEey o Aeghod war wif€e@
Qi ST S oz el w3 e e

SRR W9 eFITad el S T AAWS TSI ANF B
WTevE] GiIHEER |

/}c“—;f;"@ W "—?’l”.ﬁ'ﬂ QJV -‘%1
(FfEe ) g;‘g’fg;

RAHIAUIE Y




TH s8UDCceT Ti1291923000 OS5 O231MO07 O8 ="

: .mf);mﬁﬁ
PNl (<P1D o8t Moy 7ot Srm

- A 903 (4) 59 / 58 . Bodoland Territorial Council-

Bodoland Territorial Council
KOKRAJHAR - 783370
BODOLAND
Ph. No. 03661 - 270853 (0)

03661 - 271534 (R) g

Sri Derhasat Basumatary
Executive Member
PHE & Water Resources

elYlel FITIoR 3- NifSronlsty, learaie
) A

S R a7, s,
HI6H], e |

SRR |

|

Sl CraIT T e el IR Rl b ie ool 4 R 2w em 4are
wmw@a&ﬂﬂﬁmﬁmaﬂfa@amequ% .'
fezrre @ivi w@ife, serel wesfeg a3yt Fendife, Jat 4, aroy afieE |
2l e TR G R | 15 e RS sieatvera s e g |
aiwfﬁswwanwwaﬁﬁzmw%@ﬁ@@%—wmﬂwﬁﬁw |
P9 7 niore | [few Artafes v Rafsem teies @ Eeaeie s T
WWWWW!W%@W%@WWWIWW%
mwﬁaﬂ&m@wmwmmﬁww&@ |
Al crett A | @t AT i St AeosRe el (ete gt | |
fafm swaifrs ety s stiers 3 tedte st Cofb 4%t Z414 “l2w |
oG FEC! 2 H @ gt 5 CEIEREEaE RSy

RS AT (I MG B T v @R AR SR A
Tl FlAI 4 ot gt New i wofe o 2R tee (T2 i
e e 2ito®! G @wrsicafe, o, iRk MDIe QA T3 gfer st
1 St e A Faw g

ST | 3
(L85 IO #22

>/ R

Kokrajhar
April 23, 2008

I am very much delighted to know about the

endeavour to bring out a souvenir entitled “PAHALAN” in
connection with the 8th Bienenial conference of All Koch
Rajbongshi Students’ Union (AKRSU) to be held at Hariya
Mandal Bakhara, Kalipukuri with effect from 25th April,
2008 to 27th April, 2008.

The intension to retrieve and retrospect

the history, art and culture as a well as language of the
Rajbongshi community through the “PAHALAN” is highly
laudable and so do I wish the success of its goal.

I' wish the conference of AKRSU will succeed

in befitting manner.

(Derhasat Basumatary)
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[ Suppress not the dissension 8
Eradicate its root causes
Damn not the Rajbonshis
Love a little they shall sacrifice more.

Give them their dues and give them rights

They shall perform their duties in utmost faith
Chicken’s necks shall remain safe, who will dare 9
Peace will prevail everywhere and India shall shine.
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be-come a Rajbansi at any time if he is only prosperous enough and instances are
~ known in which a fee of Rs. 600 has been paid for this previlege. Formal promotion of
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THE KOCHES AND THEIR ETHNIC RELATIONS
WITH OTHER TRIBES OF NORTH EAST INDIA WITH
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ASSAM.

7. Ambika Choran Choudhury

INTRODUCTION -

The ethnic and development of the Koches - a Caste race under Hindu fold
of North East India, who ruled continuously or sporadically, as organised ruling
force or as small principalities over a vast empire or at different areas for more

than thousand years is rather shrouded with varied opinions of the historians and
the scholar as to their pure Mongolian origin or blended with the Dravidian stock,
From all Traditional and historical records, social customs, religious rites and rituals,
linguistic peculiarities and particularities it can undoubtedly be declared that the
Koches are the most ancient people of India who predominantly inhabited in North
East India since time immemorial. No hostorical date can be fixed for them becausg
of their antiquity and as such the exact period of origin of the Koches who are of
late popularly known as Rajbonshis also, had not yet clearly been established. “In
Brahmaputra Valley the Koch, formerly the name of a tribe has become a caste
which admits proselytes to Hinduism from the raiik of the kocharies and orthﬁ
aboriginal tribes” (i) These koches came down southwards from Tibetan region
long long ago “When the Austrics were gradually weakened either due to their
conflicts with the Negroids due to their country started from the north along the
whole northern front across the Himalayas. The invaders were a race of people who
inhabited the country north of the Himalaya and west of China. This country wa
known as the Bod of the home-land, synonymous with Sanskrite Varsha (as the
Bharat-Varsha the honie land of Bharat India). There were various parts of the count
Hor-Bod, Kus-Bod, Lama-Bod etc. and in later times when Budhism spread int0
that country, the southern part by Budhist Lamas were known as Bati (Lama) Bod
which has now been transformed into Tibbat or Tibet. (ii) The inhabitants of various
parts of Bod country were known as Soddo-Ficha or Bodocha (Fisha Cha-Children)
or the children of the Bod country and were later known simply as Boddo or the
Bodo. Some of them however retained the name of the particular portion of th

R

country from which they migrated at a later date. There were the Koches, who _

perhaps migrated from the Kocha or Kucha area and the Mecha area. (ii) The
A (126

t

Koches appear to have been originallya Bodo tribe closely allied to Meches and
Kacharies. But many of them now present the physical characteristies of the
Dravidian family. (iv) : :

The anthropologists and anthologists are of the view that from about 2000
B. C. there was a movement of the Mangoloid population in successive waves from
the bank of Hwangho and Yangtse-Kiang rivers to India through northeastern routes
and these Mongolian people alopg with others who migrated from Northen Burma
formed from the remote part of bulk of population.

Sir, H. H. Risley had divided the people of India in to as many as seven main-
type and the people of Assam mainly belonged to Mongolo-Dravidian type and
their linguistic group is called as Tibeto-Burman. According to Dr. B. M. Das the
Mongoloid people came in successive waves from the north and eastern region.
The Tibetans call themselves as Bod and subsequently might be deduced as Bhod-
Bhot-Bhotan or in subsequent Sanskritised from Bhot +On to =Bhotanto =Bhotan
=Bhutan. these Bod people or now popularly known as Bodo (Baro) people formed
the genus and the included many species, like Koches, Kacharies
(Koch=Aaries =Kocharies ; Aari =Offahoots or descendants), Garos, Meches,

Ravas ete. Rai Bahadur K. L. Barua is of the opinion that “these Bodo people were
‘o doubt the Kirats and Meches or Miechas spoken of in the Mahabharat. The
distinguishing features of the Kirats and Meches or Mlechas as recorded by the
Aryan writers, was their family.

Their yellow complextion menu classes the Kirats with Miechas. Lord Siva
1§ their family male deity and Uma nick named Kirafi is their famale deity. Uma
Was a princetine daughter of the Himalaya region, According to Dr. N. N. Basu the
modern Kocharies are no other than the descendants of those Ut-Koches and Kirats,
*Who inhabited in the eastern shore of this Fastern sea mentioned in the Brahmanda
and Kalika Puranas. From the pre-histiric times the Koches, Rabhas used to live in
fgl’qse proximity to the Kacharies in the tract of land at the foot of the Himalayan
between the Brahmaputra and the Kosi or Kuchi rivers. The Napalees call this vast

tract of Jand as Kochar,

) - There is popular legend amongst the imbus on creation, According to this
egend one of the progenitors of the human race settled in the above Kocher land
Andhe became the father of Koch, Mech and Dhimal tribes. In Brahmaputra Valley
qle Kacharies call themselves as Bodo or Bodofisa (sons of Bodos, but in North
Cachar Hills area the Kacharies call themselves as Dimasa (Dimafisa : Diswater of
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big river,, Fisa=sons, i.¢. sons of the big river - the great Brahmaputra ).
According to Rabha legend Risi - devata, who dwelt in Rang - Karang (heaven)
as the creator created human race in seperate groups and a group consisting of four
brothers namely Kocnche, Dipchu, Macheche and Limbu with their families, werg
brought down to the prithimi from Reng - Karang, for their settlement. This entirg

K.ochc.as are frequently referred to as ‘Kuvacha’ in the Purans and Tantras. The

historians of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khiliji’s invasion at the end of the 12th century
say that the features of the Koch, Mech and Tharu tribes resemibled those of tribe
of Siberia.

According to Brwon Hodgson who classed the Koch.with the Bodo and

group was re-designated as Rabha fang. Here Rang-Karang means a particulay
dwailing place within Tibetan region - which is the roof of the world. Prithim
means the country situated on the south of Himalay. In course of time descandantg

of Kochecha-Kocheche or Koch and the Macheche-Macheche-Mech, the

descendants of Lipche are now the Lepchas of Darjecling area and Limbus of Nepal
s S
There is group of indigenous people in Garo Hills (Meghalaya) known af
Atongs. These Atongs are gererally knownas Koches i.e. descendants of Kocheche)
According to playfair, in the remote past the migration of Rugas-Rahas-Rabhag
‘Koches Garos and Kacharies took place from the Tibetan region to the Brahmaput (
Valley and then to the hills of Assam. Playfair said that long before the arrival o

the Garos in the present Garo Hills, the Rabhas and the Koches were in occupatio

of the Garo Hills where from they had to come down to the plains Dalton sai’_
the maches, thf

“According to some modern western enthologists, the koches,
Rabhas, the Dhimals are all one and the same people having sprung from one conmll{
stock.” We do however regard the Koch, the Mech, the Kacharies and the Dhimals
as quite different people. According (o Flite of the preseni Rablia society the
Rabhas regard that the Rabhas and the Koches aie same tribe, Eventoday the origind
section of the Rabhas are known as Koch - Rabhas, who are now found in the Goalpar
district of Assam and the districts of Coocli-Behar and Jalpaiguri of West Bengil
(E.T. Dalton) i
Edward Gait further said At the present day the

received the converts to Hinduism from the rank of the Kacharies, Lalungs, Mikif
and other tribes and as the process of conversion it still continuing the number ¢
persons described as Koches are increasing rapidly. In north Bengal and Goalpallﬁ|

on the other hand, it is a term which.is falling into disrupt and is has to a great extel

beenabandoned infayour of the appelation Rajbonshi: Itis here generally, rmgaﬂ’dﬁé i

4 indicative of race, that is to say as the name of tribe and nota caste, but the-ethil?
character of the people so called hasbeen a matter of-controversy. , Because:!
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word Koch is 4 term of somég=

ambiguity. In Assam proper ithas become the name of a Hindu caste into which A broperly so called the Koches as the dominant tribe, were admitted to Hinduism

Dhimal and the same view is taken by Buchanan in the Dacca Blue Book. On the
other hand Colonel Dalton considered them to be Dravidian and Brisely while
admitting intermixure with Mongoloid stock held that Dravidian characterstics
predominant. This divergence of views seems to have arisen from the confusion
caused by the use of the term ‘Rajbonshi’.

_ It originally refferred to an entirely distinct community of Dravidian
affinities, but afterwards adopted by the Koches west of Manas river, who when
they embraced Hinduism, appropriated the caste of the most numerous Hinduism
community in their neighbourhood. So long as the Koch kings ruled, especially

4 during Biswa Sinha and Nara Narayan, there was considerable blending of the two

%{;gs in the areas under their domination. There seems however, to be no doubt
at the true Koches were a Mongoloid race very closely allied to the Meches and
Garos that and we find that in Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar and Goalpara the persons
: ;pw _known as ‘Rajbonshi are elther bure Koches, have distinctly Mongoloid
physio gnomy or also a mixed breed in which the Mongoloid elements usually
,gp,redqnynant. The Koch language is now practically extinct, but the traces of it are
almost identical with Garos. Ralph Fitch who visited the Koch kingdom in 1585 A
D. says. “The people have ears which bad mervelous great of span long, which they
draw O_ut' by devices when they are young”. The practice, now adandoned by the
_l_Che's, is still common among the Garos. In former times the Koches and Meches

y. mFel}'nazried, but the coversion of the former to Hindusim has now caused
2 practice to be discontinued. East of Manas river, where there were no Rajbonshi

thout any cha- se of their tribal name, but members of their Mongoloid tribes
afte}'war@s follovyed their examples were allowed to do so only by sinking
designation and joining the rank of the already Hindused Koches (Edward

Thus in thPT Brahmaputra valley Koch, formerly the name of a tribe, has
me a caste ‘W.thh af:lnuts proselites to Hinduism from the ranks of the Kacharies
.‘ Other aboriginal tribes. The Rajbonshi or Koches by which the Tribe is more
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generally known are common not only in Assam, but in North Bengal also. They
appear to be mixed language on (he West their affinities are with the Dravidians
stock and on the East with the Mongolians. The centre of Koch power was in the
Cooch Behar and in the Goalpara, the tribes were in a position to much affected by
the tradition of the ruling race. The Koch Raja and his court were a considerable
factor in their lives and the Tribals have assumed the honoritic title of the Rajbonshi

or men of royal stock. Meches and Rabhas are said to be admitted in to the catagory

of Rajbonshi on conversion, but they have first to pass through the preliminary

- stages of “Modahi”and “Saraniya”. A Rajbonshiwhohas raisen in the world generally
claim to be a “Bhanga-Kshatria” (Bratya-Kshatriya). (B.C. Allen) Risley says abou
the Mandeha-Mandai-Modahi or Koch-Modahi of Bhowal forest tract in the north
long been seperated from the

J

Dacca appear to be a branch of the Koch, who have
main body of the fribe who have to some extent in intermingled with the Garog
“Playfair mentioned that with regards to the Koches there appears to exist similar
difference of opinion. Dalton belived the Koches of the Garo Hills to be wholly

different in case of features from the rest of the Koch tribe, Grierson says thiat the
very name of Koches has lost its original meaning and has now become to signify':'fg-.
Bodo who has become so far Hinduised that he has abandoned his proper tongue!
and in particular what he eats”. '
According to Martin “The Rabhas are akin to
that the Rabhas are not the Kacharies but '
spoken by the Rabhas and Koches are same
Singha. In Goalpara the Rajbonshis are also sometimes called as “Khyenas” whic
means an aboroiginal son adopted or brought up under the care of a non-trib ..r
family. Historically also it is known that the first s
also brought up to his priest. The people of this Khyen dynasty rose to powel
during Niladhwaj, Chakradhwaj-Nilambar and receded with the fall of Kamatap! I
Fort at the treachery of a Brahmix Minister and heinous conspiracy of the Nawd "l
of Gauda. The main inhabitants of kamata kingdom were Koches, Meches and (¢
Rabhas. So Colonel Weddal said “the Koches of north Eastern Bengal and il
Assam denies their Dravidian origin and described them as distinctly Mongold
though somewhat heterogenous. Waddel's have fully established the predo minalé
of the Mongoloid type in the Koches of Assam. Dr. B. C. Das has also shown
a comperative study of the physical characteristics that the Koches are similaf U
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branch of Koch tribe whoare|
scattered over all the parts of Assam and lower parts of Bhutan. He is of opiniof | k.
the Rabha Koakeros and the languagep

before the reign of Koch king Biswils

Khyen king Niladdhwaj gj

ihe Rabhas in of their stature, nasal index and cephalik index.

These Koch-Rajbonshies had their own distinct language. As per census
report of 1901 these Koch-Rajbonshis had their own language and Grierson named
this extinct language as ‘Rajbonshi’ which is very much distinct from that of Indo-
Aryandecent. Grierson said “When we cross the river Brahmaputra coming from
Dacca we meet a well marked form of speech in Rangpur the spread to it north and
east. It is called Rajbonshi and undoubtedly belonging to eastern branch has still
points difference which lead us to class as a seperate dialect. The dialect of Western
and South Western Goalpara in Assam in pure Raj bonshi.” As per census report of
1891 the total pupulation of this Region using Rajbonshi language was 35 90,342
vide page 166, Vol. V Part 1. Linguistic Survey of India Grierson.

: Alll tribes, except the Koches, refered in above short article have been
constitutionally declared by the Govt. as Tribal, but the Koches or the Rajbonshies

are treated as 0.B.C. in Assam M.O.B.C. in Goalpara district of Assam S/T in

Meghalaya and S/C. in West Bengal.

(Ambika Choran Choudhury and inhabitant of Bongaigaon is an eminent
Writer & Social Worker)
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The Administrative Reoryanisation ‘of Bengad and Assam
in 1874 and its Impact upon the Rajhanshi identity:
guestion of Northern Bengal and Western ASsam

. Prof. Ananda Gopal Ghosh

[
L

The primary objective of the present paper is to tell the tale of theil,.
gradual marginalization of the Rajbanshi community which has been origi-
nated out of the administration and territorial reorganization of Bengal and
Assam since 1874. The study will show how the problem of marginality has
been grown up in the sphere of language, demograp
homogeneity and above all community solidarity and separate statehood. All
these issues will be explained in the historical and ethno-linguistic perspec:|
tives Because, the other subsidiary issues did not emerge in the early phase
of the study. They are actually postcolonial and post-modern issues. We w_'@lt

s a:

_ bring all that issues in the canvas of discussion of the post-independencef

phase. In other words from the creation of Assam province in 1874 to the

discussion. The beginning and the terminal year of the study is very much
significant and relevant to the theme of discussion. In 1874 Goalpara, th
Rajbanshi concentrated district of Northern Bengal, was separated from Ben|
gal and merged into the newly created province of Assam. This separation r]
Goalpara from Northern Bengal had greatly damaged the traditional belt of th
Rajbanshi homogeneity. The history of the Rajbanshi community has bee
divided since then. The year 2006 is a land mark year to the divided Rajbans
community of West Bengal and Assam. Because for the first time after 18
2 section of them have formed a common platform-Greater Kamta Unite®
Forum for the common interest of the Rajbanshi Khatriya Community of West
Bengal and the Koch Rajbanshi Kshatriya Sammilani of Assam. Though iti8

in an embryonic stage. Still itis a new situation which has never been sincé
1874. BAN
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formation of the Greater Kamta United Forum in 2006 is the period of out '.

; The year 1874 is the watershed in the history of north-east India in-
cl.udln.g North Bengal. Professor J. B. Bhattacharya, aynoted notional~sr;at3r$d
hls_tor_lan of the North East India has stated distinctively that 1874 is a turning
pointin the history of the modern North East India. Though | am fencing the
boundary of my discussion on the Rajbanshi Identity Question,. but in fact
1874 was the root cause of all the major problems of the coioniél and post-
colonial North East India including the Northern part Bengal nay West Ben-
gal. Inthe present paper | will highlight the problems of the Rajbanshis of the
Northern part c.JfIWest Bengal (Six districts of North Bengal) and Western part
of.Asjsam (undlwded Goalpara district). At present the Rajbanshi Identity Ques-
tion is tgkmg a serious turn in these two zones of Assam and West Bengal
respectively. Butthe -questions of the Rajbanshis of Rangpur in Bangladesh
will not come into the canvas of discussion / But we must keep in mind that

hic composition cultural} Without Rangpur district all discussion on the Rojbanshi community will be

|ﬁqpmplet§. Our discussion will begin with the vivisection of the land of the
Rajbanshis Le. Rangpur, Goalpara and the princely state of Cooch Behar.

| Before 1874 al! these areas were known as the land of the Rajbanshis. Since
|§74, 'reorgamsation, division and partition whatever have taken pléce in
;eaf:h’ time the Rajbanshi community has been marginalized sometimes fin-
.,.gulstically, sometimes in number of population and sometimes politically and
culturally. In every phase since 1874 to the trifurcation of Goalpara district in .

98@, and quintuplicatian in 1989, their homogeneity was marginalized. This
Qntmgous marginalisation has led to the birth of the different types of'n;oveu
‘__.;-:"n_ts i.e. .ethnouﬁnguistic State Movement, Re-united Movement of the Koch

ne!bshl of Assam and the Rajbanshis of West Bengal, De-merger Move-
tin the erstwhile princely State of Cooch Behar, Autonomy Movement in
: h Bgngal and even Independent State Movement etc. The root cause in
,_ﬂ.-_.contmuous mgrgmahsatton of the Rajbanshis in every sphere of life de-
?.-f?- ethe reseryatlon system in service and political section. The problem is
dloadly four dimensional one, the colonial-imperial side, two, the Bengali
ree, the Assamese side four, the Rajbanshi side. The last one is adain

ided - the Assamese-Rajbanshi side and the B i Raj i si
Bt , en
#LUS unfold the issue. 9alGabenshisioe
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The province of Assam was created in 1874 with a view to relieving the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal of a part of his huge responsibility. The head
of the newly created province was given the title of Chief Commissioner. Itis
true that the size of the province of Bengal was big, naturally, the creationofa
new province was neressary. But the composition of the new province has
raised certain questions. But the question was not raised at the time of the|
formation of the province. Eveninthe closing phase of the colonial rule, no
organization or association of the Rajbanshi Community raised the questions.
It was only after the partition and independence ; some people wanted a
separate state and afterwards a Kamtapur State. With the passage of lime,
different types demands have been raised by the groups or associations. So,
itis true that during the colonial period, there was no demand for separate
state on the re-unification of the Rajbanshi area, on the other hand, the colo-

nial Imperial Government had no consistent or national policy towards the
North Eastincluding Northern Bengal. Even the creation of 2 new province Gh
Assam was an exigency of the situation. It was not a decision ofthe calcu:
lated thinking. Now we will explain this point. ; \

~ The new province was created by five Assamese speaking districts
They were Sibsagar, Nagan, Darang, Lakhimpur and Karfirip. These districts
were geographically known as the Brahmaputra Valley. Dibrugarh of uppef

Assam (Ujani Assam) was included with the new province later on. Howevel

with this new province the Bengali speaking Surma Valiey's Sylhet district an‘d |

Goalpara District were also included. In the present occasion we are conceft
trating our attentiononthe inclusion of Goalpara, formerly a part of the Benga

Rangpur district. Because, since then Goalpara became a bone of contentio
between the Bengalees and the Assamese. The surma Valliey's Sylhet w

Bengali speaking districtis an acknowledged fact But what about Goalpara
Was it a Bengali district or Assamese or something else? On what historic
and linguistic ground, the colonial administration had included Goalpara Wi
Assam? The Colonial administrators knew it well that Goalpara formerly a pél
of the Rangpur district of Bengal and Cooch Behar the princely state

Bengal and Rangpur were linguistically and racially
et [134

belonged to the peop sl

akintot i ; '
71 Butfﬁh?;nv%qahssi.t I Qsﬁii?gr;:;:rls‘ tf:jey T:d separated Goalpara from Ben-
; . 10 ? Perhaps not. A notio '

amongst the colonial adm|n:stratoargi;1a?t1he historical Kamrup Ki i
;Iztrtehd“z;ggslpar a, Rangpu, Jalpaiguri (East bank of Kargt};?e?)dg:rfsog;
ley region, | ?lng (Netrokona sub-division) and the entire Brahmap;utra Val
s = E‘.e’; 2‘:‘#29"0*03@ was the boundary line between Kamrup Kin
i e tgin;:ludls (gnvrctlon: perhaps, induced the British Colonial ag.
el e Goalpara in the new province of Assam. They finall
e m was the successor of the old Kamrup Kingdom Apar!;
B E,a o Ce:e conquest of Assam proper from the Burmese 'by the
B ered Wik ompany, Goolpora was added to the commissioner of the
i i f\ssam proper in 1826. From 1826 to 1866, it re-
and the ertirs di strict?avn;g ?nlﬁgzc:?stizséee? Dlr:»gars was joined to Goélpara
Behar which was formed in that year. But it »?JZS aogt]é?)lf’;;%nae:f:r:zg;i%czcn

was out of this historical connecti (
g o ori ion of Goalpara with As '
administrators had included Goalpara with the new provinc:?nTAgslz:ao:fc{?m:tl

is interesting i
esting is that the contemporary Rajbanshi social leaders did not object

‘o it? i i soci
to it? Had the Rajbanshi social leaders of the time protested against this

B s gsar helreein ofie
; might have been differe : :
I_eadersB cc;;.url]d notunderstand the writings Ufthr:at‘wua fl‘lfor_tunately the Rajbanshi
there is zoth?,:e Is another side of the coin; perhaps, the Rajbanshis felt that
. ok Kg wrong in it. Because, since the day of the Kamrup-Kamta

Co ingdom they had been living here. Only during the later phasa(;

Ofthe Muslim rule they had been administered from Bengal as a part of the

: ol
.s%p;rre czf;;c;grlg{gz:rilly they could not find anything wrong in it. But there
st et_ween the Ahom rule of the pre-British period and
 abtiy stration of the post 1874 period. The western educated

, wished the dream of the linguistic state since 1874, After the



ed. But the Rajbanshi leaders of Goalpara
4 were Rajbanshis could not
this nascent linguistic Chau-

Assamization has been increas
district, where the eighty percent people in 187
understand the far-reaching consequences of
vinism. Local historian of the post-colonial perio
historical blunder on the part of this Rajbanshis of Goalpara district. Since
then to 1996, the Rajbanshi leaders of Western Assam have never raised the
questicn of their mother tongue i.e. Rajbanshi or Kamta language. On the
other hand they lost their two hundred years connection i.e. from 1639 to
1822 with Bengal. Needless to say in
Goalpara was incorporated with Bengal Rang
RangpurIn 1822. In that year the Goalpara district was
Guha has rightly stated that whereas inthe Goalparad
valley the majority, according to early census figures, spo
because once it formed a constituent part of Bengal continuous
two hundred years from 1639 to 1822 (Planter Raj to Swaraj, P. 28)
cally speaking, the separation of Goalpara from Rangpur by the East India
Company was a curse to the Rajbangshi community. Because, linguistically
and racially they were the single largest community .of Rangpur district. Apa |
from this, the continuous territorial change of t
harmful to the Rajbanshi comraunity. At the time of its creation Le.in 18221t
comprised the three police stations such as Goalpara, Dhubr and Karaibarl
After the second Anglo-Bhutan war of 1864-65, the sever: ooars known as

pur and it was severed from

dis describing this incidenta |

1639 the region of the present day

created. Prof. Amalendu!
istrict of the Brahmapultral
ke Bengali this was'
ly for about
Historis

he Goalpara districtwas-alsops

uestion. Itis really unique situation in the
| of the Western Assam and

uistic ethnic identity q
tday Ethno-linguistic turmo

Rajbanshi ling
history of the presen
Northen Bengal.
Another important thing is to
ment had Created the province of Ass
|ation was roughly 35 lakhs while the total. Rajban
also roughly 35 lakhs. But there was a difference in
tion of the Rajbanshi people. The Assamese people had heen generally living
in theirown homeland. The number of the Assamese in the outside of Assam
was extremely insignificant whereas the Rajbanshi had been living in Goalpara
and Kamrup of the Assam province the princely state of Coach Behar,
Jalpaiguri. Darjeeling, Terai, Rangpur, Dinajpur of Bengal, Purnea of Bihar
Jhapa and Morang of Nepal. The colonial government had created a separate
provinge for the Assamese but not for the Rajbanshis. It is true that the
Assamese did not demand a province before 1874. The Assamese had re-
sented the introduction of the Bengali language in the schools of Assam. S0,
the province of Assam was a creation of the British Government not for
" Assamese demand. [t was believed by some people that the British Govern-
‘ment had a thought for creating a new administrative zone in the northern part
of Bengal. But, finally it was not materialized for two reasons. First though
before 1874, the northern zone of Bengal was the land of the Rajbanshis but

be noticed. When the colonial govern-
am, the total Assamese speaking popu-
shi ethnic population was
the geographical distribu-

the Eastern Dooars was merged with Goalpara. ltwasa thinly populated tribaf;
zone, though a vast tract. Linguistically, ethnically geographically it was dif
ferent from Goalpara. In addition to this Goalpara was a permanently settled:
areawhereas the Eastern Dooars was @ non permanently settled area. I this
connection the fate of the Goalpara district map be compared with her sistef
Jalpaiguri ltis to be noted that both Goalpara and Jalpaiguri were created ol
of Rangpur district, Jalpaiguri district comprised the permanently s
area and the non-Regulation area of the Westem Dooars. The Westem Dooas
area was brought under the British domination after the second Anglo-Bhuta
war of 1864-65 like the Eastern Dooars. The Western Dooars was alsod
sparely populated area and also a tribal area. The composition of the o
districts i.e. Goalpara and Jalpaiguri seem to be almost identical. What#
interesting is that today the two districts are facing the same problem of the
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the scattered distribution from Goalpara to Jhapa, had created a hurdle. Sec-
ondly, the Gradual extension of the British power over the North Eastern part
of India had changed the mind of the British Colonial Administrators. So, the
f:t'hinking for the new administrative zone had been abandoned permanently
1!‘.e’. during the remanining days of the colonial rule.

Y

e of Assam was a death blow to the
|| as the linguistic uniformity of the
f Goalpara, the Rajbanshi con-
damaged the interests of the
isation of the
the

The creation of the new provinc
,&L’_l_ture community consolidation as we
'.Rajbanshis of Assam and Bengal. Because o
Centrated one from Bengal to Assam had greatly
‘Rajbanshi community. Apart from this. the process of the Bengal
Rajbanshi of Goalpara had been halted in 1874. The process of
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Bengalisation had been started in 1639 when it was included with Rangpur,
the last Mughal administrative center. From 1639 to 1874 the Rajbanshi of
Goalpara like the Rajbanshi of Rangpur and Jalpaiguri etc had adopted the
Bengali language as their schooling language when Goalpara was incorpo-
rated with the new province of Assam a serious linguistic identity crisis devel-
oped. The Western educated Assamese intellectuals had exerted pressure
for the introduction of the Assamese in the school teaching. The Rajbanshi
community could not resitit. Even they could not understand the far reaching
consequences of the change. They accepted and embraced the Assnmese
langunge step by step. In fact, the process of the Assamisation of the Rnjbnnshis
of Goalpara had been started in 1874. This shifting from the Bengalisation to
Assamisation of the Rajbanshi of Goalpara had laid the formation of perma-
nent schism between the Bengalised Rajbanshi of Bengal and the Assamised
Rajbanshi of Assam. The Rajabanshi of Rangpur had adopted and embraced
the Bengali language while the Rajbanshis of Goalpara, the Assamese lan-
guage. Since then the different administrative and linguistic set up of Assam

and Bengal had created a differentin the outlook, position, status and oppor-§

tunities between the Rajbanshis of Assam and the Rajbanshis of Bengal,
This difference was exhibited in its fullest form during the hearings of the
State Reorganisation Commission 1953-55, Upendra Nath Barman the
Rajbanshi leader of West Bengal had fervently advocated the retention of
Cooch Behar with West Bengal and Sarat Chandra:Sint i3, the: Rajbanshi
leader of Goalpara had fevently advocated the retention of Goalpara with
Assam. Both had forgotten question of the community, solidarity and Rajbanshi
homeland. Had Goalpara been not incorporated with Assam in 1874, such
type of situation might not have been arisen ? So the Reorganisation of 1874
was the root cause of the present trauma of the Riljbanshi Community of
Assam and West Bengal. LAl

In this connection, another pertinent question is to be highlighted. Itis

historically true that Goalpara was a part of the ancient Kamrupa Kingdom.

But since her acquisition by the Mughal emperor in 1639, it became a part of
Bengal. Since then, Goalpara land revenue system, land survey-system, Land-
owner system were identical with the rest of Bengal and above all Goalpara
was a permanently settlement area like the other part of Bengal whereas
Assam was a nonpermanently settiement area i.e. Rayotwari settlement area.
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of the Rajbanshis with Bengal had been §taned,
have stated earlier that Goalpara district was
he new district was called North East F‘lalngpu‘r
commissioner to administer it
y in 1826, this tract was

In this way, the sociaiizgtion
In addition to |h}s we2 !

ted out of Rangpurin 1822. w distri
er?: David Scott was appointed the first civil

is new
e made parts of this ne
r and Eastern Dooars wer arate ad-
Eas:nizir:)?wg:ship. Finally in 1874, when Assam wa? ;nr?s(:‘:r?esde?o Assam.
Cmﬂirrl:‘istraticm Goalpara and Easternh[éoosa;ﬁvc\:s:%gg ‘o 1874 with mino,
1 ! - t eng
lly, Goalpara's connecttqn wit |
Nowfé v?:as animportant factor. But it was never _count;du B e
g The demography of Goalpara was also notjudged. F’d e hmalor
redominantly a Rojbanshi area From the points of igbnaﬁshi O
e i?wdars of Goalpara district four belonged to the r‘%?;{e o o GauioM
ﬁzy were Bijni, Kararibari, Parbat Joar and Cha?&ﬁ iy putnot Assamese.
: ibansi com ,
belonged to the non Rajbansi , - stified b
an(: 1\?:'('3;1 iggzmara*s connection with the new prqvnnceh\y:fs gg;‘t‘ljsa :a werg
I;liztzrical’and other factors on the contrary, the Rajbanshi ‘

the worst victims of the 1874 Reorganisation.
'

e was a blessing to the Assamese. They got

sl e a medium of instruction. Had the

' nd restored their language as ki
Zggzﬁlieeabeen not received a province, they could not develop

jon i iti ' overn-
culture and identity. Butthe question is why the Bntfh'llrr]\gﬁnhﬁn i
o d created a separate province in Assam in 1874. ! gl i
oot GI:aawe mentioned thatit was created notasa c'alculate p 20t ik
Chaptgrwe of the situation. Itis true. But at the same time we ga:)n PLal
an emgenc::mm ical question. The Assam proper was annexe xed ok
| ‘OOI‘( i n ?n 1896. Before that Assam proper had been gover e 8
R Compaf )c’)m the thirteenth century. The Ahom rulers had gwﬁ i
' b rljlerrfS |rAssamese aristocracy class. After the_conquest, t o:are iz
i dul st their position. The old Assamese aristocracy wgs ’ a?ucrats
| ::?; tr':: )é:;ga?i ‘Babus’. But with the passage of time, the colonial bur
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understood the minds of the old Assamese aristocracy. They also understood
Assamese separateness from Bengal as well as the heritage of the ruling
aristocracy. Perhaps, it was for this reason the colonial Administrators had
conceived the idea of a new province. It is postcolonial interpretation of the
event. Itis actually a psycho-historical explanation. It is difficult to present
any hard document in favour of this argumentation. Now we will see the
aftermath of the Reorganisation of 1874 on Goalpara districts Rajbanshi Com-
munity.

Frankly speaking the Rajbanshi community had lost their geographical
homogeneity and linguistic consolidation. Itis true that- since the fall of the
KamtaKoch kingdom the Rajbanshi had been started to lose their community
identity. But that happened some few centuries ago. Naturally, it would not
create any major problem. Because in the pre-modern period, the community
consolidation question did not emerge. In the colonial period when Goalpara
district was included in Assam in 1874, itreally created a problem of identity
for the Rajbanshis. Their identity question was further deepened during the

partition of the country in 1947. Because Rangpur, the epicenter of the -

Rajbanshilife and culture was included in the East Pakistan The loss of Rangpur
was irreparable. The first blow of 1874 and the second blow of 1947 had
virtually aggragavated the identity crisis. But the partition was not an unmixed
blessing. The partition had provided an opportunity to the Rajbanshi leaders
of western Assam and Northern Bengal to restore their cornraunity consolida-
tion partially. Before we proceed to discuss the circumstances leading to the
restoration of the community consolidation, it may perhaps bie worthwhile to
review the situation of Goalpara during this period. Otherwise. the cause of
the post-colonial problem of the community solidarity will not be understood.
We have said earlier that neither the Bengali ‘Bhadralok’ of Kolkata nor
the Rajbanshi social leaders (Samajpati) of Rangpur, Jalpaiguri, Goalpara
raised any question on the inclusion of Goalpara into the province of Assam.

re-unification of Bengal in 1912. The inclusion of Goalpara with Assam be-
came a settled fact. But the. settliement on Goalpara was uneasy one. This
uneasiness was cropped up at Goalpara both internally and externally. The
people of Goalpara were divided on its inclusion with Assam. The All Goalpara
Association, an umbrella organization of the Zamindars of Goalpara, also
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 Barpujari, P 232) who were those Zarnindars?

wanted merger with Bengal. Inits Annual Session on 15th December 1918,
the Association resolved that the district of Goalpara mainly identical in race,
language, social customs and the systems oflands with Rangpur, Jalpaiguri
and Cooch Behar be placed under the same laws and administration with the
district of Rangpur unci Jalpaiguri (Ref. Political History of Assam voll, H. K.

Itis true that most of them
belonged to the Rajhanshi community. But it s Difficult to make a clean dis-

- tinction between the Rajbanshis and the Bengali Zamindars. However, it was

also decided that the resolution be placed in the ensuing meeting of the

- Assam Association scheduled to be held at Goalpara towards the end of the

same month.
The Assamese intelligentsia. on the other hand, had a different view on

the Goalpara issue, the district was considered by them as an integral part of

Assam. The intellectual who strongly raised his voice against -this resolution
was Lakshinath Bezbarua. He was an eminent poet and the son-in-law of the
Tagore House of Jarasanko, Kolkata. This Assamese spirit was also echoed
in the voice of Tarun Ram Phookan, the president of the Assam Association in
its Annual session at Goalpara on 27 -29 December, 1918. In his opening
“address Phookan emphatically declared that this (Goalpara) District should
never be taken away from Assam, if necessary the whole of Assam might be
united with Bengal (Ref. Ibid. p.233). Raja Prashat Chandra Barua the presi-
dent of the All Goalpara Association categorically stated in his, presidential
Speech inits second session in 1928 held at Gauripur that the five thousand
delegates of the session are fervently declaring that their language is Bengali
(Ref, Gora Cheluk. Autumn Number, 17th October, 1998).

L Infact, fl strong resentment developed in Goalpara district against the
‘ip'troduction of Assamese in school teaching of the Bengali speaking area.

| ;&part from this the religious and the linguistic demography of Goalpara was

| fhanging rapidly due to t he influx of the Muslim peasants from Mymensingh
The same was repeated during the partition of Bengal in 1904-1905 and the i di

ict of East Bengal. Prof. Simal J. Dev and Dilip Kumar Lahiri had shown

| "aresearch article that by 1921 nearly 20% of the population of Goalpara

Was the immigrants Muslims from Mymensingh (Ref. Journal of the Asiatic

Q

1 S0Cigty of Bangladesh, August, 1978).

During this topsy-turvy phase of conflict between the Assamese and

' :":Bengalis of Goalpara, the role of the Rajbanshi was pro-Assamese. They
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did not assert their linguistic on racial identity. The young edu.cated Rajbanshis
such as Sarat Chandra Sinha, Rajd Ajil Narayan Dev, Purnendu Narayan
Sinha and others have advocated the assimilation of the Rajbanshis with the
Assamese. This time a difference was created between the Rajbanshis of
Assam and the Rajbanshis of Bengal. The had Rajbangshis of Bengal been
struggling for the Kshatriya status and also advocated that the Koches were
different from the Rajbanshis. The Rajbanshis of Assam on the other hand,
believed that the Koches and Rajbanshis were sarme. Apart from this, the
Assamese Rajbanshis did not welcome the Rajbanshi Kshatriya Movement of
Rai Saheb Panchanan Bmma (Ref, The Dynamics of Social Mobility Among
the Rajbanshis of North Bengal and Assam - Biman Kumar Dasgupta relevant
chapters.) This difference between the Rajbanshis of Assam and the Rajhanshis
0f Bengal was mainly due to the separation of Goalpara from Bengalin 1874
The difference was gradually extending. The difference was extended from

the political level to the cut
Firstly, the Rajbans
election as a separate group. They ha

Indian National Congress party and th
other hand the Assamese Rajbanshis were within the fold of the Indian Na-

tional Congress during the phase of the freedom movement and with the
Indian National Congress and the Communist Party of India in the Post-
independence phase. For example most of the office-bearers as well as the
members of Parliament (Lokshaba and Rajya Sabha) of the C.PI.M. Party
Assam have come from the Rajbanshi Community. But in West Bengal @
section of them who advocate the question of separate state and IanguageL

are Strongly anti - C.PLM. .
Secondly, the Rajbanshis of Bengal have finally believed that the Kochesf

and Rajbanshis are two separate communities. Rai Sabeb Panchanan Ba

man was the chief exponent 0
other hand have strongly believed that the
to the same stock. With this view they h
Kshatriya Sammilani in Assam in difference with the

Samiti of Bengal.
Thirdly, the Rajbanshis
ment of Rai Saheb Panchanan Barman. In 1921 the peasa
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the prestigious research organization of History and Archaeology of Assam
was founded by the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sam milan in1916. The head quar-
ters of the Uttar Banga Sahitya Sam milan was located at Rangpur. Goalpara
was a part of Rangpur before 1822. Naturally the organizer Of the Uttar
Banga Sahitya sammilan believed that Goalpara was @ part of the greater
North Bengal, nay Bengal. The claims and counterclaims by the Assamese
and the Bengalees over all the Western Assam (Namoni Assam of Lower

Assam) Vis-a-vis Northern Bengalis @ matter of historical analysis.

Vi

Goalpara with West Bengal,

ltwas a iti
knowledged faml'?;f Et[flfl o e alhansn comminty K was

Rajbanshi regions. N ; Coach Behar and Goalpara were predo i
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el predominantl -Rai ; ]
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e independence, a golden opportunity had come to
\West Bengal fore-union. The Government of
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the linguistic States. But in this historic time

Immediately after th
the Rajbanshi of Assam and
India had appointed a Commisi
in 1953 to meet the demand of

the Rajbanshi Community of Assam
amongst themselves on the contray, asharp and open division fyas displayed.

As a result the last chance of the community consolidation of the Rajbansi‘a
disappeared. Letus explain the circumtances that destroyed the chance of

community consolidation.
This time the issue

Goalpara to the province of
Goalpara became @ bone of contention between
Bengalees. This time in addition to Goalpara, the princely State of Cooch:

Behar also became an lssue of tag-of-war between Assam and West Bengal.
Before independence the question of Cooch Bihar did not come as an ared
of conflict. Because, Cooch Beharwasa princely State. But after the lapse of

the paramountcy like the other princely stat

Behar also became an issue of hotbed discussion as
Assam or hold the status of uniol

had taken a new shape. since the inclusion of

Assam in 1874 to the partitior of India in 1947,
the Assamese and the

0
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Gauri Raj Family. Now we will study the mind of the Rahbanshis of West

Bangal another para. After the accession of Coach Behar with the Indlan
unlon a section of the Rajbanshi of Cooch Behar wanted the inclusion of
Cooch Behar with Assam. A section of the Rajbanshi Muslims wanted to join
with Pakistan. Another section of the Rajbanshi wanted a separate state if not
a union territory status. But the most respected Rajbanshi political personality
and member of Lokshabha, Sree Upendra Nath Barman of Jalpaiguri and
Sree Umesh Chandra Mandal, a gandhian Rajbanshi leader of Dinhata, Coach
Behar firmly supported the merger of Cooch Behar with West Bengal. By
showing and presenting various arguments Upendra Nath Barman who spear-
headed a crusade against Assam over Coach Behar. Frankly speaking, it
was Upendra Nath Barmans demand which greatly strengthened the cause of
West Bengal. They have criticized Upendra Nath Barman for his opinion on
Coach Behar. Even today many of the Rajbanshis of Coach Behar believe
that Upendra Nath Barman made a mistake. The Assamese Rajbanshi writers
are also critical on the Coach Behar issue. Ambika Charan Sarkar, a Rajhanshi
of Assam wrote that due to the weak leadership of the Assamese people, the
intelligent Bengali people with the help of the central Government took away
the old center of the Kamrup Kingdom the Ratnapith region was included with
West Bengal (Ref. Koch Rajbanshi Jatir ltihas, p. 143). Thus the opportunity
of re-unification of Goalpara with West Bengal was destroyed. If Goalpara
came back in West Bengal in 1916, the course of the history of Northemn
Bengal might have been different. In support of this contention, we presen
here just one point. If Goalpara had re-united with West Bengal, the Rajban shis
would become the half of the population of North Bengal despite the influx of
the refugees from the East Pakistan. A golden opportunity of re-unification of
the Rajbanshi community was lost due to the lack of farsightedness of Saral

Chandra Sinha and others. Had Sarat Chandra Sinha showed his commit:

ment to community solidarity, the, course, of the history of the Rajbanshis i

the post S.R.C. period might have been totally different? It was the most

important turning point in the History of the Rajbanshi community of Nortli.;

Bengal and North Enst India in the post-colonial phase. )
Some may ask the question what was the harm if Coach Behar mergéé

with Assam? It was not possible. Even if Rai Saheb Panchanan Barmalf

would have been alive he would not supportit. Obviously, Upendra Nath B

msan,htr}e c#smp!e of Rai Saheb Panchanan Barman could not support it. A
fh gfq ag bogmr;llhlatus was devgloped between the Rajbanshis of Assam and
ol IJ2 a?gsa hl: t?lfb Bengal during the time of the Rajbanshi Kshatriya move-
fougﬁt forthe causznoiqﬁgﬁsﬁzzgaans?nf thtf':rﬁsf:(ﬁltriyﬂ Yt
had been fighting for the cause of the tr?bgfétatjs E\Ch Ralj'banShIS i
logical djvision was developed which is un-bri it DSVChf_)"
happy with the l-(shatriya status in social st?ugtr&(:gzlizlicmednufgg 23;3?% %
er_vatlon status.ln education, employment and politics. The otheris unr?ares_
wrt.h th.e Ksha‘trlya status and fiahting for scheduled tribe status. How as L
ation is possible between the Rajbanshis of Assam and the éajbanshsi?c;
West Bengal. Letus examine the position well as the privilege employed by

the Rajbanshi of Ass ;
period. am and West Bengal in the poststate reorganisation

Vil

b gr?e i\ssgmese Rajbanshis got the post of chief minister in Assam
A ol dar.1 ra Sinha, the pro-Assamese Rajbanshi was the chief minister 01;
g~ tlrJ]ring 1974-1975as a member ofthe Indian National Congress Party
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ministry, the economic condition of the Rajbanshis is very much deplorable,
Sree Amar Roy Pradhani Chairman of the subject committee appointed by
the Government of India to examine the demand for tribal status by the
Assamese Rajbansis. Sree Roy Pradhani submitted the Report to the Parlia-
ment. He stated that the condition of the Assamese Rajbanshis is really like
the tribal people. These remarks and observations of Amar Roy Pradhanj
revealed the suffering of the Rajbanshis of Assam. They have lost their lan:
guage their liviihood their territory. They are now in a disillusioned state. In
addition to this they have acted as the main muscle-power during the Antj.
Foreigner Agitation of the All Assam Students’ Union (A:A.S.U.). Now they arg
facing two pronged threat of Assamese caste Hindu Chauvinism and the Bodg
Militancy. Their long time demand for scheduled tribe status is also a lost case,
This is actually a last straw on the camels back. They dreamt thatif they got the
scheduled Tribe Status they would emerge as the largest tribal community of
Assam. This would help them to control the politics of the Bodo Autonomous
Council (BAC.). But their longcherished dream has been shattered.

Vil

The success of the Bodos in political game revealed the weakness of
the Koch Rajbanshi palitics. Neither they have receilved the support of the
AAS.U. in respect of Tribal Status nor they have received any support ofthe
AAS.U. against the BAC. demand of the Bodos. What.was irony 1S that Qr.
Bhumidhar Barman, Health Minister of the Assam Governmentvggs the Chair-
man of the Cabinet Sub Committee for the BAC. of the ‘Bodo’. itis also to bg
noted that Raja Ajit Narayan Deb, a memher of the constituenchssembly did
not like to put the Koch-Rajbanshi in the list of Scheduled Tribes (Ref. The
Statesmen letler to the editor, 12 - 04 - 1989). But the same person had
supported the enlistment of the Rajbanshis of the Cooch Behar $tate as thed-
uled Caste. Itis another fundamental problem of the Rajbanshi (_:ommumty. In
\West Bengal they are enjoying the Schenuled Caste Status,.ln Assam the
Other Backward Class (OBC)in Nepal the General Caste Sta?us in Bgng|ade_sh
the SC. Status. A total chaos is prevailing amongst the Rajbanshis of India,
Bangladesh and Nepal.

In fact, the Assamese Rajbanshis are facing a serious crisis of exist
ence as well as of identity in the Lower Assam. The threat came mainty from
the Bodos and immigrant Muslims. The conflict between the Bodes and th‘§
Koch-Rajbanshi started in 1967 when the Plain Tribal Council (P.T.c.) had
demanded the Udayachal Rajya (State) under the leadership of Sree Charan
Narjinary and Soma Brahma Chowdhury. In response to the Bode's demand,
Raja Ajit Narayan Deb of Sidli demanded a Kamtapur Rajya (State). They had
formed the Kamtapur Sangram Parishad to achieve the Kamtapur Rajyain
1967. The front rank leaders of the Kamtapur Songram Parishad were Raja
Ajit Narayan Deb, Shibendra Narayan Mandal, Prakitesh Barua (Lalji), Bipin
Chakraborty (Trade union leader) e1.el. But within few years the Kamtapur
Sangram Parishad lost its ground. The president of the Kamtapur Sangraf
Parishad Ajit Narayan Deb had joined the oil and Natural Gas Commissiofl
(O.N.G.C.) as the chairman. Other leaders were in dilemma. So, the Kamtaput
state demand lost its ground second time. The demand for Kamtapur State
was first raised at the time of the visit of the S.R.C. in 1955. It was rejected by
the S.R.C. But the Bodo demand for the separate state was not ended, it was

increased day by-day. And finally they got the Bodo Council in the sixih"i%
Schedule frame of the constitution.
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In the sphere of language the Same kind of confusion is pre\{alllng.
" The Rajbanshi language has no separate script. In Assam they are using the
Assamese script, in West Bengal script. in Bangladesh the Bgngall script. All
these have made the issue very complicated one. Itis very difficult to so!ve;.
The frustrations of the Koch-Rajbanshis of Assam have reached its
optimizer point. Large number of the ethnic based political, social, CU|tL!l'a| anc!
students and women'’s orgnization has been formed. The Koch-Rajbanshi
Kshatriya Sammilani is the largest umbrella organization qf the Assamese
- Rajbanshis. The others are All koch Rajbangshi Students Un}on (A I:(.R.S.U.),
All Koch-Rajbanshi. Yuba Chhatra Association, All Koch Rajbanshi Studnets
Union is the most vocal organization. Itis criticizing the policy of the Assam
Sahita Sabha, AASU and the Assam Government. They are advocating that the
Ranbangshiis a separate race and they have a separate Iangugge. For Ithe
 first time the Rajbanshis of Assam are advocating such type of ldeag. It Is a
reversal of Sarat Chandra Sinhas ideas - assimilation and accommodapon. It is
‘advocated by he Students’ community ofthe Koch Rajbanshis, notthe Rajbanshis
‘as awhok. Butin the Assan agitation and politics, the voices of thq Students
are an important factor. Whatever may be, the old order is changing.
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In order to crystalize their idea of separate state and language, thg
A.K.R.S.U. has established relation with its counterpart Kamtapur People’s
Party (Atul Roy faction) of Northern Bengal of West Bengal. They also havg
established connection with the Greater Cooch Behar Democratic Party.

The objectives of the A K.R.S.U. of Assam and the KP.P. and G.C.D.P
of Cooch Behar are more or less remain the same. For achieving their goa
they felt the necessity of creating an umbrella organization. The result of thej

thinking has given the birth of an umbrella organizaton. The Greater Kamts
United Forum in 2006. Itis consisted of the AKRSU. of Assam and the G.C.D p
and K.P.P of Northern Bengal of West Bengal. For the first time in the History
of the Rajbanshis after the creation of the province of Assam in 1874, we fing
a united organization of the Rajbanshis of Assam and West Bengal. It i
undoubtedly a turning point in the history of the Rajbanshis of India. They
have understood .the grand reality Sarat .Chandra Sinha had failed to under.
stand. The students have understood the problem and adopted a very prag:
matic path for achieving the goal. Both the Rajbanshis of Assam and Wes|
Bengal have usefully sorted their difference and are trying to remove it. Thg’l
conflict of Rai Saheb Panchanan Barman and Jnan Mandal is over. The
conflict of Sarat Chandra Sinha and Upendrn Nath Barman is over, In fact the
age of conflictis over; the age of understanding is taking shape. It is true tha
the founders of the Greater Kamta United Forum are not politically heavy-
weights but still by taking the initiative for a joint organization they have done
the work of a pioneer. History suggests us that this is & unique atiempt on the
part of the Rajbanshis of Assam and Bengal. How imitich it will be workable is a
different issue. At least they have succeeded burying the divided identity

which created a hurdle for the growth of the unit.d identity or community}

solidarity.
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4. Sre Kshitish Chandra Barman, Kolkata.

5 Sree Ambika Chandra Sarkar, Ex Principal Bongaigaon BT College,
Assam. }

6. Sree Amar Roy Pradhan, M.P., Cooch Behar.

7. Sree Shiben Koch,Fulbari, Meghalay.

8 Sree Dharma Narayan Barma, Tufangan, Coach Behar

9. Kumar Pramodendra Narayan, Hazrapara Cooch Behar

10. Sree Hemanta Kumar Roy Barma, Magazine Road, Cocch Behar.
11. Sree Mani Bhushan Roy, Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri.

While concluding my paper | express my deep gratitude to those who have helped
me in preparing this article. In this connection | specially mention the names of Profes-
sor J. B. Bhattacharya, formerly Vice Chancellor, Assaim University, Dr. Sukh Bilash
Sarma, IAS, Dr. Sailen Debnath, Sree Nilangshu Sekhar Das,'Shree Deepak Roy,
Kokrajhar College, SAC. Assam, Dr. Dwijen Bhakat, Head of the Department of

Assamese etc.
Courtesy : R.K.F. Jalpaiguri
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(Prof. Ananda Gopal Ghosh of North Bengal University is a Prominent Historian & Wiiter)
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FOLKLORE OF WESTERN ASSAM

W_ith‘special reference to Garja Puja at Kalipukhuri village in Kokrajhar
District : A field study

. Dhananjoy Barman

The prevailing Geographical environment, natural calamities, the vastness of the
sky, the intensity of the powerful rivers and the climate sometimes make the nature very
‘mysterious and that derives a sense of fear to the nature and thereby the indigenous
people have to prone to various beliefs, traditions to get rid of various ill powers. They
begin to offer pujas in aid of different natural elements and gradually it becomes a tradition
among the generations to come. Perhaps the Garja Puja which has been accomplishing
in the concemed region for more than 250 years among the Koch Rajbangshis is an
outcome of this belief.
The core area of Koch Rajbangshis spread over three countries ; Nepal, India and
Bangladesh ; The eastern parts of. Morong of Nepal ; Terai, Purnia and some other

f adjoining districts of Bihar ; the six west Bengal Districts and in Assam in the westrem part

and Rangpur, Dinajpur and North eastern Mymensingh Bangladesh.

This historically glorious community is very rich in cultural hertitage. In every field
of cultural and social life they cherish individual traits which represents their identity in the
postmodern context. They are socially gregarious in nature and like to live collectively in

- small villages with some strict social principles headed by a "Goanburah:" the women of
l_his community wear “Patani" as a form of their traditional dress which is produced in
handloom-and put on covering the entire portion of the body starting from the chest. The
Puja functions which are associated with this community are indigenous in nature and
there are some conspicuous tribal characteristics in them.

; The concerned region Kalipukhuri village is situated about 15 K,M. far away from
i'th.e Kokrajhar town in the northem direction, The Koch Raj bangshi people inhabiting in
‘:an'd around the Kalipukhuri village have been exercising the tradition of "Garja Puja" for
More than 250 years as per the sources available in the locality.

This special Puja function performed by the Koch Rajbangshi people in an
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indigenous manner might have some specific value for the folklorist whereas it has been

performing in such a manner even in the age of cultural globalization which is very rare in

the other parts of the country as well as among the other communities.
Garja Puja is performed encompassing 25 pathalies (raw eatables offered 1o a

deity) offering them towards different Deities as mentioned below :-

Pathalies used in the Puja

Northern direction
15 6 10004 e 12

1 23 7 8 9
Ui [T T L

13 .44 15 16 17 . 18 19. 90, 2.2 23 24

U_U U_H U_U D_U [D] D:U D:ﬂmm-—émuthem direction

In the Northern corner

o] . |

1) Utharo Shanti (to rivers and jungles) - Eighteen white flags are hoisted in tT\e name of
eighteen rivers and jungles here along with the Pathalies. The iiers and jungles are
Thanshiri, Basmati. Champabati, Ai, Kanibhur, Chiknajhar, Bhandarani, Shomuka;
Gaurang, Manash, Tarang. Chapakata, Keja, Saralbhanga, Burishufi.

The name of other deities to whom Pujas are offered arc respectively -

(2) Mahadev (3) Banabashi (4) Thakurani (5) Uudhkumar (6) Fulkumar (‘7)
Bishohari (8) Chandidevi (9) Laxmi Garja (10) Ghar Gosal (11) Rajput (Powerful warngr
of Kach kingdom) (12) Aideu (Pig Sacrificed) (13) Jaganath Thakur (14) Raja Khatila
(Powerful Man during the Kingdom) (15) Akara Chara (16) Hari Thakur (17) Bakot Bural
(18) Bakor Burih (19) Khoj Burah (20) Khoj Burih (21) Tong Burah (22) Tong Burm, (23)
Jomun Devata (24) Kuber Devata (25) Ganesh Thakur (Towards eastern dirdection). '

Some other Deities are also worshiped in different places as per their local tradl_f
fions. During the time of Puja. besides the usual prasada (containing raw items) sorme

animals like Pigeon, Duck, Pig, Cock, and Goat,are also sacrificed.
ot 154

The responsibility of maintaining the whole Puja functionis entrusted to to the Deuri
appointed by the Giyastha. The Puja is generally performed in the month of "Agahan”
from the morning to the afternoon. A feast is also arranged for the villagers in connection
with the Puja. In the evening Kirton (Dévotional songs) is performed with some folk musical
instruments.

Now it is time to Seek 'Bor' (Blessing). The Deuri takes a pair of EQgs, Betel-nut,
Paddy, Rice etc. and standing towards the eastem direction spreads those things behind
him. The villagers who luckily receive something take it very tenderly to their native homes
and putitin  the harvest or some where in the roof of their house.

After finishing all fhe formalities of the Puja a special Task ‘Bat Ghati'is done in the
pursuit of driving away all the evil powers from the village. During the time of making 'Bat
Ghatl' the effigies of Burah-Blurih are made and worshiping them with Betel-nut, Prasada
in‘banana leaf' a pair of pigeons are sacrificed chanting some Mantras intending, to drive
away the ghosts-witches and diseases.

Garja Puja seems to be a collective festival for the Koch Rajbangshis. An enthral-
ling-and festive atmosphere prevails in the particular village when itis performed. All the
villagers take Veg items during the Puja and observe t very sacredly and devotedly.

The tradition of Garja Puja among the Koch Rajbangshis in its indigenous form
represents the tribal ancestry of the community, Presently, this community is under the
profound impact of glabalization, Though the Koch Rajbangshis is now much a Hinduised
community. due to several social changes yet there are many conspicuous tribal charac-
teristics among them which is manifested in the observation of Garja Puja.
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No. F. 15 (19), P/40 Ministry of States
New Delhi

the 30th August 1949

My Dear Maharaja Sahib,

In connection with the Agreement concluded between the Governor-General of
India and your Highness for integration of Cooch-Behar state your Highness raised certain .
points on 28-8-1949 with the Government of-India have considered them and accept the
following arrangement. ; : . :
1 Itis the intention of the Government of India to administer for the present the territories of
the Cooch-Behar state as a Centrally administrated area under a Chief Commissioner.
2. All Contracts and agreements entered by your Highness before the date on which the

—

administration is made over to the Government of India, will be honoured in s0 for as any
of these contracts or agreements is either repugnant 1o the previous of any law made
applicable to the state or inconsistent with general policy of the Govern ment. i

3 The allowances at present drawn by Her Highness the Rajmata will Ibe continued for her

life time and will be paid out of the revenues of the state. Your Highness brother and other |

members of the Ruling Family will also be paid allowance from the revenues of the state-
as per list attached.

4. The responsibility for the Cooch-Behar state Forces will be taken over by the Govern:
ment of India from 12th September, 1949. If these forces are disbanded or any of the mefl
discharged they will receive the pension or gratuity or compensation to which they may be
entitled under the rules of the state.
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- Lieutenant - Colonel Highness

5. Adequate funds will be provided for the protection of your highness person and palace.
6. No land or buinding being your Highness private property shall be requisitioned or
acquired without your consent and wittiout payment of full compensation.
7. Electricity from the state power house for the main residence of your highness and
family within the state will be provided at the fixed rate in existence immediately before the
transfer of administration to government of India. Water supply will be provided free of
charge to the main palace of your highness and family within the state.
8. The management of the temples and debater properties in the state may entrusted to a
irust which shall consist of your highness as president 3 (Three) nominess of your high-
ness and two (2) nominees of Government. This Trust wil be in charge of all Temples in
ihe state and will also administer and properties of the Temples both inside and out side
ihe state. In the event of the abolition of the Zamindaris which are Debutter property gov-
ernment will ensure that the trust has adequate resourcess to fulfl its object.
9. Your Highness may create a Trust for the marriage of the son and daughter of Isharani
of Cooch-Behar with a corpus of Rs. 1 Lakkh. The Trustees will be bedidey your Highness.
Their Higness of Jaipur and Dewas Junior.
10, The Civil List Reserve Fund of Rs. 10,60,900 shall be your Highness Private property
and shall be held by your Highness in trust for meeting expenditure in connection with your
Highness marriage or special repairs to the palace and any unforeseen expenditure.
11. The administration of the Maharajkumar Trust Fund with a corpus of Rs. 4,86,000
shall be formally vested in a Trust of which your highness and their Highness of Jaipur
Dewas Junior shall be trustees.
12. Your Highness will be entitled to hold customary Durbars and troops present at the
capital will take retain your present rank in the Indian Army,
13, Your Highness will retain your present rank in the Indian Army.
14. Government will endeavour to associate the name ‘Narayan' with the Cooch-Behar
state Forces even after their absorption in the Indian Army.

The Ministry of State has issued a memorandum on the privileges and dignities
Which has been finalised in consulation with Rajpramukhe of Union and other states. Your
Highness will se .at the Memorandum deals adequately with the various suggestions
made by the rules from time to time, regarding their rights and privileges.

With kind regards,

Yours Sincerely,

Maharaja Sir Jagaddipendra Narayan V.P. MENON

| Bhup Bahadur, KC1T
Maharaja of Cooch-Behar,
'Cooch-Behar, (Bengal)
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Table Il
@ S0 S i el HE Gt el BN et — Territory of INDIA
I BRI 08 e 31T (211 (e G el A A (I ST e (A) Asin the Original Constitution (1949)
P9 S TR G G AR G e o il e el i e e i
it Beiretel <6 ST, e (N SEfAl WAt S84 b T (R KRR | | ' |
sioferad atdreifee f4f¥ g i it =it el il el R, G State in Part A States in PartB .  Statesin PartC Territories in Part C
el AR Afae S Wﬁ_ﬁ | wifawia o3 Gfegibe v awieEd et eid el 1) Assam 1) Hyderabad 1) Ajmir 1. The Andaman and
- g . 3 2) Bihar 2) Jammu & Kashmir ~ 2) Bhopal Nicobar Island
o e R B Gt AT g QLA 6 ¢ A AT mm@@ 3) Bombay 3) Bllaspur
v Grrfem (e el #ia 4 & < 2 G o P S (el T = 2 | 4) Madhya Pradesh  3) Madhya Bharat 4) Cooch Behar
5) Madras 4) Mysore 5) Coorg 2) Acquired Territories
el 6) Orissa 5) Patiala and
@ SEIAIG BIT wARelE AR NeraiE Tl A 4E— Purjab East Pubjab

1)

On this solemn occasion which marks the end of long and happy association, my mother g% \Lhe tUE?ited Il’rov'mces
est benga

and | sent you our very best wishes, my beloved people, wherever we may be, we shall g

never forget you, your loyalty and your devotion, we hope you will always maintain the *"'OW Wi e 4 ¢

peace, good will and harmony which has been our common heritage. ST & T 2T} Bl e O <At Ao 21 <R s el
We shall always watch with keen inlterest your moral and material welfare and st 3 i (Chief Commissioner) v ol Fld e PR T R
always pray for your happiness and prosperity aref foat wiRfee ¢ arwa crae 0 22@ 2 Afranal Flaa @R e |

May-God Alimighty bless you ll
Jagaddipendra Narayan Bhup
Bahadur
12-9-1949

From Minister, Home 2 1 Camp-Biraia House
To Sri Nanjappa Malabar Hill

' Chief Commissioner of Cooch Behar Bombay, 11th Sept. 1949
On the handling over of Cooch-Behar to Central administration | send its people
- Iy best wishes and assurance, on behalf of the Govt of India that through far, their interest
| Welfare will claim our close and intimate attention, | am fully aware of the many problems,
| Political and econo~ical which effect the state and | am confident that with their co-opera-

585 BT €0 TAES SIS ATTES (AT 2i15e &b wbfeet » 6 IR el Alon and assistance we would succeed in solving them in the best interest of the state and

4oy Mo Sg e A6y weit dere (Catagory) e fofe ot vl e < | the country for their happiness and prosperity unity and mutual adjustment between the
1 (C) Catagory)iﬁﬁi ﬁ‘ﬂmwmﬁﬁﬁﬁqﬂ@' |1 el e | tonsitituent elements of the population are essential prerequisites without this, such re-

| Sources and personnel as we may be able to spare for them would avail little.
e g s A S (R eltaie oy witel b | hope therefore, that the people of Cooch Behar will work with single mindedness

|&d devotion to duty as a united team for their own betterment and to achieve their place in

o Siqs 6T CFlb F! Arerd (Rare i (e SfeT—
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the poliical and administrative setup of India. et s o smal responsibilty which we feelon

coepttransfer of territory from a ruler s e i st
this occzc;iin. TE.: give up sovereignty over territory Is no mean :a(;fg;c:.islp?g egd g
him for the spirit of accommodation and understanding which he

i accepted our advice. : R o
ol o i el b hapy rosperos nder e e dipensaton vhih's

being inaugurated to day Sdi- Sardar Vallabhvni Patel

Home Minister of India.

| .7 Page
(Taken from Patel's correspondences 1945-55 Compiled by Durga Das, Vol. No. 7 Pag

No. - 553)
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RULE ISSUE ON GOVERNMENT

| On an application moved by Mr. Sidhartha Ray, on behalf of the Maharaja of
Cooch Behar. Mr J.N. Bhup Bahadur, Mr. Justice S.C. Ghose of Calcutta High Court
issued a rule upon the Revenue Office, ‘C" Camp. Cooch Behar, the State of West Bengal

and other to show cause why the order dated April 16, 1969, passed by the Revenue
Oficer should not cancelled and set aside.

His: Lordship granted on’ an-interim injunction restraining the respondents from
taking Possession of t

he personal properties of the Maharaja of from giving effect to the

impugned notices issued by the Junior Land Reforms Officer till the disposal of the rule.
His Lordship also stayed the operation of order dated April 25, 1969 whereby the

protection granted by the agreement between the Maharaja and the Governor General of

India and by the Article 362 of the Constitution was cancelled. All the notice issued regard-
ing taking of possession of the land were also stayed.

Mr. Ray submitted that the notice were bad in
the West Bengal Estate Acquisition Act, 1953 as the
diary with in t
an “estate”.

low and ultravires the provisions of

Maharaja could not be called interme-
he meaning of the Act and the properites of the Maharaja could not be called

Mr. Ray further contend that a more change of opinion of the Government was no
ground for revision of an entry under section 44 (2a) of the At. The section was void on the
ground of exclusive {elegation of power, he said it was also contended t

tected under Article 362 and in any event sec, 44
10 decide any dispute arising from the Cooch B
1849 n view of Artcle 360 of the Consfitution,

The West Bengal government intended to take over about 16,000 bighas of [and,

if[lcluding 400 bighas attached to the palace from the Maharaja allowing him to retumn
about 135 bighas,

-

he land was pro-
(2a) did not confer jurisdiction on a Court
ehar Merger Agreement dated June 28,
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LET SONS OF SOIL
HAVE THEIR OWN HOMELAND

R
With Best Compliments From -

N8 ORRATRAR PRIV R

RANGJALI SUPER MARKET
KOKRAJHAR, BTAD. (ASSAM)

All kinds of Offset Printing, D.T.P., Screen
Printing, & Book Binding done here.
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