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All Koch-Rajbanshi Students’ Union
AT TRI5-E<eA 7d g (Aerg)

Head Office : Bongaigoan, P.O & Dist. Bongaigaon

Biswajit Ray
President Gen. Secretary

MESSAGE

Pradip Roy

The great Nara Narayan Chilaral established the Koch-Rajbanshi na-
fien in the world stage as a brave, historic and culturally rich nationality, But
in the worst skirmish of time, the great nationality established by the brave
heroes from the community is on the verge of losing all its pride, its own
language culture and the very identity reflected in its national costume. No
nationality or community can survive as a nation-hood without its symbols
reflected through its language, culture and traditional national costume. They
are the backbone of a community. If the Koch-Rajbanshis want fo live as a
distinct and proud nationality, they will have to revive their lost pride, their
iradition, culture and heritage. This is an urgent call of fime.

We are overwhelmed to learn that the mouthpiece “BISMAO" is being
published in conjunction with “BISHUA", the national festival of Koch-

Rajbanshis, which is being organized at Gosai Kamal Narayan Bakharg,
Dhaligaon.

We hope “BISMAO" will be successful in reflecting the Art, Culture and
language of the Rajbanshi Community.

Our best wishes for the success of Bishua Festival and for the ensuing

New Year.
(G2
(Biswajit Ray) (Pradip Roy)
President Gen. Secretary

All Koch-Rajbanshi Students' Union
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ON LANGUAGE AND
VOCABLES OF WESTERN ASSAM

Western Assam, comprising the four
present districts - Bongaigaon, Goalpara,
Kokrajhar and Dhubri and formerly known
as Goalpara district with its peculiar geo-
graphical, ethnic and cultural unity is a unique
land, bounded on the north by the great
Bhutan range with its people of the great
Mongolian race speaking Tibeto-Burman
dongue and its offshoots; to the south the
Garoes of Mongoloid blood with Austric or
south Pacific tongue but now mingled with
Sanskrit or Indo-Aryan vocables, The Garos
now-a-days call themselves “Asik” which is
a Sanskrit term *Asi’ (%) which means a
sword and ‘Asik’ means swordsman® or
holder of swords,

Western Assan, the erst-while
Goalpara district or this frontier Jand e at a
juncture of two great races - the Assamese,
speaking Assamese language and the
Bengalees with their own, both achieving a
high degree of excellence in literature and
culture, Placed between these two collosal
gaints, Western Assamese language and
culture had to struggle hard to survive its
extinction from the late fiftees of the last
century. Goalpara is a generic term implying
its people, language and culture with it

b

Rajendra Narayan Dey

peculiar seeming affinities to both lending
sufficient scope for misunderstanding and
misinterpretations. In 1955, when the SR.C
(State Reorganisation Commission headed by
Kaka Saheb Kalelkar) formed by the Govt.
of India for delimiting the boundaries of the
Indian states on the basis of language and
culture Goalpara had to fight stiff to illustrate
their age-old relation with Assam linguistically,
culturally and historically.

Now leaving aside the historical and
cultural aspects of this frontier district, let us
iry fo explore the baffling depth of this
language and precisely its dialectal vocables
in a nutshel.

The language or the dialects spoken
by the people of this district vary from place
to place. The vocables used by the speakers
of the west are not intelligible to the people
of the east. Structurally and syntactically they
are no doubt Indo-Aryan in character but a
huge bulk of the vocables are so obscure
and antique that baffle even some of the
stalwarts of linguistic science like Dr.
Grierson, Gait and others to trace their
sources and to decipher their etymologies
and hence compelled them to call their
language “Rajbonshi language” and its
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vocables “desi” words, as the Koch-
Rajbonshis were the dominant ethnic folk of
this district at the time when they visited this
part of the country. Dr. Grierson visited this
part of the country towards the middle of the
19th century, a period so crucial when the
modern Indian Languages had started their
emergence and so the epithet ‘Rajbonshi
language’ labelled on the face of this language
had done more harm than good. It had given
the language a communal tinge, smeared the
face and thus alienated the Assamese literary
elites from probing into the wealth of tpis
language which is resplendent with rich
vocables drawn from Sanskrit (Vedic and
Epic) Pali, Prakrit, Dravir, Austric and even
some Pan Asian languages. Such an epithet
gave to this language a covetable status which
the intellectuals feigned to acknowledge. The
last hundred years since the emergence of
those brilliant ‘Arunadaya’ group of
Assamese writers much have been done to
Assamese language and literature for
championing this race as a pioneering force
in the entire north-east; But nothing has been
done for this language except a few stray
remarks as a recorded by Dr. B. K. Kakati
and Dr. Upendra Nath Goswami in their -
illustrious volumes. For the bewildering plight
of this language we are to blame none but
speakers of this language themselves. Scores
of vocables of this frontier language abound
the pages of the immortal works of the two
great Vaishnava savants Sri Sankardeva &
Madhab Deva, but the omnicient presence

(82)

of those vocables in their books are
interpreted otherwise by our learned critics.

The causes of this hitherto unexplc_)red
status of this language may be summarised
as follows :-

1. Lack of proper research neither by
the speakers nor by any one other than the
speakers.

2. The epithet ‘Rajbonshi Bhasa” or
language has imparted to this language a
communal tinge which alienated the literary
elites from doing anything because it is a
“Rajbonshi Bhasa and the words “desi” which
left multi-pronged avenues for mis interpre-
tations.

3. The chief cause of this alienation is
obscurity of the vocables. The vocables are
chiefly drawn from Sanskrit, (Vedic/post
Vedic) Pali, Prakrit, Dravir, Austric etc. Any
word adopted from any local speakers can
be deciphered etymologically with the help
of Sanskrit roots originally listed by the great

Grammarian Panini and subsequently adopted

and illustrated in the sanskrit grammar and
the erudite volume “Roots, verb forms and
the primary derivatives of the Sanskrit lan-
¢” edited and compiled by the illustrious
Indologist William Dwight Whitney.

4. Most of the vocables are Sanskrit *

‘tbha’ words in apabhramsa forms and the
different strata of apabhramsa not familiar to
modern speakers have lent to the language a
shadow of obscurity. Pali and Prakrit words

ers of this language indicate that the period of

' in their very crude forms used by the speak-
" formation of this “Loka bhasa” ig very old.

5. This frontier language (dialect)
‘ sbounds in hybridised form of words. This s
. perhaps due to the fact that speakers of this
] language had at one time come info contact
* with different immigrant tribes or races and
' because of their free-lance intermingling with
. their languages and cultures allowed forma-
tion of hybridisedform of words. Vocables
. of Indo-Aryan origin mixed with Dravir,
Austric or Tibeto-Burman vocables. (Ex-
ample- 2e13- ©if, ez, 51541, e +
‘? g = 319). This word A has been
~ explained by Dr. B. K. Kakati as ‘©#%’
~ while Dr. S.K. Chattergee gave its meaning
as ‘“Sl=Rrgl’ and both of them were per-

* haps only partially correct. This word A«
is a hybridised from of two language streams
- Indo-Ayan and Tibeto -Burman (Boro)
Qe A’ joined together to form a
hybridised form of word following some
phonetic laws - Haplology - loss of one sound
due to similar adjacent sounds, and the his-
tory of such formation may be dated far to
- the antique past when the Boros or Tibeto-
Burman races came into close touch at the
time of Aryanisation of the Boros. The word
has an imagery aspect - The large bull (of
* Hindu concept) taking a peaceful rest at the
feet of Lord Siva - Bathou.. That is a sthan
at the feet of Bathou.

e

To exemplify the racial touch of the
curious conglomeration of their vocables, let
me give an extract of a village sinpleton. A
young man married a girt. The elder brother
of the young man was not happy. The girl
was ugly and stunted. Now let us read his
language of remorse :- “ Mor bhii tae ekta
api anil. Api ta beya, ddul néi. Manu gilde
kae - mor bhéusani td bole lti - luta.

1. Api - A Dravir word meaning venerable
lady.

2. Beya - A pali word < byi (i) bad.

3. Daul - A Sanskrit tatsama word <fray +
©ar, beautiful as a deity. '

4. Gild - A dravir sufix denoting plurality.

5. Bhéu-séni - (sister-in-law) - A Maharastri
- Prakrit word of Kankani/Ratnagiri
branch.

6. Liti - lutd -- An Austric word meaning
short and rounded.

Though this dialect could not as yet
achieve the status in correct linguistic term it
has certain qualities which are really admi-
rable and worth going through. This dialect
(if the epithet ‘Rajbonshi Bhasa” is accept-
able) retains and preserves some of the most
antique and rudimentary characteristics which
contribute much to the formation of Modern
Assamese language : Some such character-
istics are :

1. It preserves the Old Indo-Aryan
phoneme /4/ which in later MID Indo-Aryan
period assumed the character of the pho-

neme/s1/eR-E e (1) ; Vel - R =
3foeq |
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2. Out of the 1500 vocables (approx)
so far collected, about fifty per cent of them
can be deciphered into their etymological
components by applying Sanskrit roots ; and
the rest can traced in Prakrit in their different
forms and in pure Pali form (Sanskrit Dictio-
naries of Monier William, L.R. Vaiya ; V.S.
Apte can beconsultled ; Pali Dictionaries of
R. C. Childers and William Stede and Rhys
Darids. For Sanskrit roots - Sanskrit Grmmar
of Dwight Whitney and his famous book
“Roots, verb forms and the Primary deriva-
tions of the Sanskrit language” can be con-
sulted. Besides, the great Sanskrit works
‘Nighantu’ and ‘Nirukta’ may be taken as
sorce volumes)

3. The glotal voiced phoneme/h/ ap-
peared first in the dialectal phonology of
Western Assam in places of dental (x - #)
Palatal /s/ () and post alveolar/s/ (%) in final
and medial position of nouns. This phonetic
change may be alluded to the influence of
Avestan phonology (Indo-Iranian) which is
characterised by the loss of Sibilants (X, s,
s, /9,4, %) and is substituted but the glotal
voiced phoneme/h/. According to Dr. Sunity
Kumar Chatterjee. This assimilation of the
Phoneme started in as far back as 6th cen-
tury B.C. and completed in about 11th cen-
tury A.D. Hence it may be assumed that the
formative period of this western Assam dia-
lect is very old. (Ref- ODBL pages 226,
550 Vol I).

4, The tatbhava word ‘gaon’ (4ff4) in
place of Snskrit Gram (&) and Bengalee

=

|

word/Ganj/(sg) appear first in the Western
Assam dialectal vocables in place names, .
(Ref-Fakiragram, Sapatgram, Tufanganj,
Raniganj haltugaon, Kachugaon etc.) The.‘;r
place name ‘Kaila-maila’ in Bongaigaon
district is purely a Prakrit word of Mithila
region meaning ‘do or di¢’ derived from
Sanskrit root <krita -+ila - mrita+ila). This
indicates that in the ancient past there ensued
a Sanguinary strife between a group of Aryan
speaking people and a mercenery group op.3
non-Aryan people. ¢

5. The negative praticle [1] in the ini:
tial position of a verbal root characteristic 0
the Assamese language first appeared in dia‘i
lectal phonology of Western Assam
against its final position in Bengalee (?ma%
i), i

6. The mild nasal Assamese soung (¥
) Chandra Bindu (z7-2g) is the inherited lin:
guistic tradition transcended down to the
present Assamese phonology from Westert
Assam dialectal phonology where the nasa.

comparative philology : p-31).

7. Western Assam dialect retains, 2
preserves the tenets of forming verbs or verbé
roots from nouns and adjectives as enuncl
ated by the great Grammarian Panini anf
etymologist Yasaka, ,

ok kK }

(8%)

A Glimpse into the contemporary
Rajbongshi Proverbs:

From time immemorial the proverbs used in the
rajbongshi language has been playing a pivotal
role in depicting the simplistic way of life of the
people from different communities using
rajbongshi language in their day to day life.

The proverbs that are very commonly used
in Rajbongshi have enriched the language by
its ability to aptly express thoughts with vivid
deseription, time and context to a particular
situation. The very specialties of these
Rajbongshi proverbs are that there is no
particular composer of the proverbs. Neither
can they be attributed to any particular era.
[t can be said that when the society soared
in the development strata acquiring and
developing means and methods of
communication, and especially during the
period when the rajbongshi language grew
as the common lingua franca of the entire
region ranging from the entire stretch of
Kartoya till sankosh basin, these proverbs
gained coinage. These proverbs are being
passed on to the younger generations on a
spontaneous manner over the period with

_minor or no modification of its original forms.

These proverbs are beyond comparison on
?heir ability to express the explicit meanings
in a very limited and apt manner. There is
no systematized documentation on these
proverbs as these proverbs were composed

mainly by the illiterate easy going segment of
the rajbongshi society comprising of
shepherds, cowboys, and people engaged
primarily with agricultural activities in absolute
rural settings. Hence, drawing their origin from
the rural landscape with fragrance of absolute
rural life, the commoners of the rajbongshi
society can express their views with ease in
a very strong manner with particular meaning
attached to them.

The subject matter of the proverbs varies in
great degree. Ever since the Rajbongshi
Language lost its patronage, there has been
no scientific research on the development and
documentation of this rich language and the
splendid proverbs have been limited in a
verbal form only to the selected group of
people now regarded as the octogenarians.
The most commonly found categories of the
proverbs are:

1. Proverbs relating to human feelings ,
and vices

2. Proverbs relating to worldly wisdoms
and maxims expediency and cunning
and warnings and advice

3. Proverbs relating to peculiarities and
Traits, characteristics of certain caste
and classes

4, Proverbs relating to social and moral
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subjects, religious customs and
popular superstitions

5. Proverbs relating to agricultural and
seasons

6. Proverbs relating to cattle, animal and
insects.

Certain very commonly used popular
proverbs used in day to day rajbongshi social
life are:

Kiba Aahil Dhongot, Jaap diya uthil Tongot

Tikinar Kapur Mathat Diya
Gel Bongot Bongot ||

Seka Khaowa Jeebha
Olay Kiba Kiba ||

Hashia Hashia Khila mara ||
Gotaykhane Jom, Kahoy Nohoy Kom ||
Aduri Dudori Dudhe Bhaate Khay
Bhatarer Kandhot Soriya

Deul Saba Jaay ||

Dauriya Jaoyao Hai Fai
Pitiya Jayao Hi Fai |

Dauraile Ki Poth Furay || Tokthokaile Hobo K ||
Agote Sol, Nasiba Najane, Sotaler Dosh ||
Khuduna Saker Jhol ||
Khaba Janile Saule Sira,
Nikhaiti Boruar Mao
(83) —

Nakhaya Sonsola Gao ||

Nidanot Pani Kauwa
Sudanat Tiya

Jabar Bla Jais Toy
Putkik Dos Diya |

Urontika Uriiya gel
Gendhek leka Poriya Roil ||

Madalar Gaschot Mongula Kande
Burir Moron Nai

Bish Khuiya Mariya Phelaile

Sawa Rakhibar Nai||

Dekha Dekhi Sika Siki ||

Barer Kukur Theng Dangia Mute ||

Batot Pailung KAmar
Dao Goreya De Aamar ||

Porar Katha Nodhoribi
Batot Nangol Nasasibi ||

Baro haat Kakiroler
Tero Haat Bisi ||

Kopalot Nai Ghee

fawe
Bohiba Janile MAtiye Pira |

Sore Khay Kola
Hause Bidya, Kripone Dhon || _ Sorere Boro Boro Gola ||
Kaha Napaowa Jugi Ager Haal Jidiya Jay
Saule hagiya Morey || Paser Haalo Sidiya Jay ||
Khaba Napaowa Jugi Dholer Logot Temkura ||
Jote Jay Ote Koba Kobill

Obhabot Sobhab Nosto ||
Hen Korim Ten Korim
Pata Bari Dhol-Dhola Korim || Kana Mone Mone Jana ||
Ghorer Paro Moschorowa | Kana, Khora Soyttaner Ghora ||
Haser Daur Sotalot || Kanar Agot Jolay Bati,

Kanay Koy Din Ki Raati |
Matha Puttha ||

Dhonir Ghorot Saabi
Bonday Aanil Tiri Goriber Ghorot Khaabi ||
Hapay Hoil Giri ||

Hakim Lorey Hukum Nolorey ||
Jay Joto Panit Namibi
Oto Khane Bhijibi | Jay Jaak Say

Oye Ok Pay ||
Gasot Tuliya, Gorot Dhalowa ||

: Bhaale Bhalok Pay
Jay Kore Paap, oyhoy Othoro Saowar Baap - Jaborey Khalok Pay ||
l
? Haati Ghora Gel Tol
Sadhur Sin, Moribar Din | Bhera Ashiya Koy Koto Jol ||
Gasch Nohowa Jagat Enday Brikkhya || Mathat Thoile Ukune Khay
h Matit Thoile Pipiray Khay |

Nij Deseher Thakur, Bhinno Deser Kukur ||

Bhokot Khoksao Mitha ||
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Nangoler Dori Singulot Lagowa |

Kabay Khaya Pagol
Kabay Ghati Sunigiya Pagol ||

Namote Gogona Phate
Harir Bhat Kukure Sate ||

Bhaja Kaalaai Gaaja Nolay ||
Bhater Logot Paani Khaowa Katha |

Porak Asa Kore Jay, Rosatole Jay Oy ||

Aato Kapur, Ghono Bhasoor ||
Ittorer Moron Sittor ||

Nizer Logun Porak Diya
Bamun Beray Kandiya ||

Sei Mama Sei Mami
Bhaat Khay Dama Dami ||

Hagiya Phiriya sawa |

I

Porak Asa Nisfol Jibon ||
: : Maor Aagot Mama Barir Katha Kowa.
Oti Salaker Golay Dori || Aagal Sitka Saowa ||
Dck!mn Sua, Ojar Ghorot Kasuli Mao
Moja Gua || Kamarer Ghorot Bhanga Dao ||
Eluwar Jhaal, Bandorok Jakhala Dewa ||
Bogorit Pauluwa |
Aahil Barot, Morey Jarot ||
Khata Koite Jay Mare
Or Logot Kay Pare ||
! Mama Horer Kalai Saak
Sob Shiyale Kathol Khay, Bosiya Bosiya Khaaya Thaak ||
Bobar Mukhot Aatha Jay ||
_ ; . Mondirot Kay???
Slzuyaner Shial Buddhi, Moy Kolo Nai kang ||
Ajalar Anondo Gura Khudid ||
Gharer Naam Godhona
Bhaat Phelalile Kauwar Aakal Nai ||
(€D

Sapuraa.l' Nam Kuja ”

. gosurbari Modhur Puri

Bare Bare Gele Jotar Guri ||

Uttore Guwa, Dokkhine Dhuwa

Pube Maach, Paschimme Baas||

Horin Dekhile Augay, Baak Dekhile Pausay

4
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Ek tiriya Hukur Dukur

Dui Tiriya Kakhir Kulur |

Tin Tiriya Khujiya Napay Bhaat
Chair Tiriyar MAthat Haat |

Pokhi Morey Roywa,

. Maansi Morey Koywa |

Bhukaite Kolo Nopokey ||
Gorom Bhaater Dhungai Kamaraise |

Pale Pale Pokhi Pore
Nizer Raha Nize Kore ||

Mao Nai Jaar, Bhao Nai Tar |
Bhaiggye Naari Bhaggye Daari
Bhaggye He Aam Katholer Bari ||
Ostader Mair Sesh Raati ||

Bhora Kolsi Naraoway ||

Hagar Sai Tetterani Besi |

Khajanar Sai Bajana Besi ||

Hatero Gel, Patero Gel ||

Hoy Honuman Porar Sakor ||

Jay Koy Aay Re, Tare Logot Jay Re ||
Pagoler Gobodhe Aanondo ||

Sagole Nakhay Ki,
Pagole Nokoy Ki ||

Tanot Tenton Nase ||
Kuriya Gorur dana Besi ||

Asilung Dhaan Hoilung Khoi
Dinye Diney Aroba Ki Hoi ||

Noluwar Saowa Hatao Tao
Maas Paile Nakare Rao |\

Jaldhar Saowa Jolok Lok
Mass Dekhile Laage Bhok ||

Dhon Paowar Bela Jaldha Kaana ||

Pet Nosto Kore muri
Ghor Nosto Kore Buri ||

Dhamyay Dhar Pay, Teri Moray Tiri Pay ||

Bhuter Mukhot Raam Naam ||
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Sabodhaner Moron Nai ||

Oti Bidya jar Bhaat Kapure Nate Tar ||
Phak Phuk Uporer Kati Muk ||

Fakka Gura Khaowa ||

Bater Koschu Gaot Makhiya Lowa ||

Saap Hoywa Khotay Oja Howya Jarey |
Ujay,

Seng Ujay, Beng Ujay

Puthhi Kholsa Oyo ujay |

Maor Dudh Khaya Haush Naipalay
Baper Nasti Sushe ||

Sata, Lathi, Tena
Jar Logot Nathake Oy Dinote Kana ||

Goru Morey, Athoi Nasarey ||
Tiri Moray Tiri Pay
Haga Pokore Kolat Loy ||

Tirir Agot Koba Guruye Korise Mana
Jei Purushe Koy KAtha Dui soku Kana |

Pithar Bhaje Golat Natke ||

Maz Patharot nedibi Koruwar Bhasa

(&%)

Tirir Agot Nokobi Bissyaser Katha ||

Soshur NAi Nonon Nai
Kak Koribi Bhoy
Agey Khabo Ponta
Pase Musibo Ghar ||

Aato Jaga Ghono Bhasur
Pasa Theli De Mama Sashur ||

Diba Say HAti, De Ghora
Dibar bela De Thora Thora ||

Taka Poisa Baahut Bol
Putra Koina Karmafol ||

Dui Naot Pao Jar
Sab Buddhi Nosto Tar ||

Hoy Goru Kinilung
Letu Dangiya Nasailung ||

Tiri Lata, Tiri Pata
Tirik Nokobi Sasha Kaatha ||

Metek Mutuk Naari
Keh Napay Sari
Solok Bolk Nari

Bod Kolonker Bhari ||

Nodi Napaite Lengti Marse
Phool Nai Phutitey Gondho Olaise ||

| Kamar Bidya Thakas Thukus

" Baniya BidyaSor

© Oja Bidya Sikish J udi =
Asha Paliya Mor ||

Tiri Bole Mor Boro Josh ||

i Bhatar Kore Bahu Sosch
i

Haal Bowaro Naam Korilung
- Khujiya Khawaro Bhing Marilung ||

|

Bura Hoile Loy Laathi
" Dhire Dhire Soliya Jay
Beti Jangoir Bari ||
Raije Ish Koile Bish ||

‘ Bhang Bhajiba Nai Khola , Bogori Kondola
- Kondola ||

Baap Jonmot Nai Ghora
Uporote Ujiya Mora |

Dhaan Khawak Napay, Tush Khawak Paay
[

- Chaway Paani Felay, Dangorey Pishiliya
Porey ||

Biyat Bohiya Haga Laaga ||

Dholoto Ek Kob, Madoloto Ek Kob I
l

- Bakhoner Naari, Kuja Bhatari ||

Bujak Bujay Aakare Ingitey,
Nubujak Bukay Dhara Thaporey |

Dui Diner Bairaagi Bhatok Koy Onno ||
Majer Kolo Haata ||
Bandorer Hatot Kolo ||

Juba Kaler Saowa Kandhe Uhay Bhaar
Bura Kaler Saowa Suma Chatay Sar ||

Nohar Ghorot Hoise Naati
Kaan Phorkaisey Taar Upor Kati ||

Tor Bela Bole Mor Bela
Siyal Kande Difor Bela ||

Hashe Dima Pare, Grihosthoy Joot Napay ||
Aadar Bepari Zahajer Khobor Loy ||
Sapurile Megh Napalay |

Hasher Agot Siyaal Thakur ||

Bagher Pithol Khaowa ||

Baap Sayya Beta ||

Maaser Telediya Maas Bhaja ||

Saowa Nohoite Naastit Suma Khaowa ||

Nohowat Bole Natiye Bhatar ||
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Porar Maathat Kathol Bhangay ||

Hoya Goru No-Boyay Haal
Howar Se Nohoyay Bhaal ||

Porar Uporot Khaay
Bhatiya Nawot Jaay ||

Ghorer Katha Nokois Porot
Koile Jaay Saat Hgorot ||

Mariya Diley Pedi Khaowar Jom ||

Laabhot Loha Uhaay
Bina Labhot Tulao Nuhaay ||

Sajaile Kachaile Naari
Gharile Berile Baari ||

Oto Laali Aadha Sher ||
Airo Ji Goti Bairo Sei Goti ||

Ase Kapur Ase Jaar
Nai Kapur Nai Jaar ||

Aakalo Nai, Bhandaro Nai ||
Aapon Haat, Jagannath ||

Upore Rong Song
Bhitore Kauwa Bhaduri ||

@)

Uriya Gel Raaj Hongso ;
- Ghorer Deo, Bahirot Meo ||

Poriya Roil Pakhi ||
] -
Ultile Jong Chacha Apun Pran Bacha ||
Paltile Kaata || .
- Chor Gele Buddhi
Emne Paile Aalkataroko Khaay || . Jhori Gele Jhapi |
Ekso Goru Maarile Baghero Moron || ~ Soku Diya Soishyar Phool Dekha |

Uporot Sep Felaile Nizer Gaote Porey || A4
Saowak Nokobi Siyan Ajala

Sokui Sokui Jotokkhon, Maya Laage Goruk Nokobi Letu Bhobra ||

Totokkhon :
I - Saowar Naamot Mao Kurut Kurut ||

|
1

Kalero Kaal Biporit Kaal il ]
Horine Selke Bagher Gaal -
ne Selke Bagher Gaal | * Jagiya Neen Jaabi, Basiya Khasbi
Kochur Paatot Jieu || I Aagal Sitka |
i 1
Sulir Agot Jieu Jaawa || | Joker Mukhot Sun |
ot Sun
Kanar Dhel :
[ Tenga Aam Bazarot Ekbare Besaba Parey ||
Kanar Laathi ||

~ Dubbiya Dubiya Paani Khaay ||
Kasiye Nichine Eluwa Kashi "F

Murkhoy Nichine Maasi Pisi | Telir Mathat Tel |

Gobor Dekhile Goru Sina Paang || Durair Pahar Silsila I
" Datay Dileo B;

Garar Serook Olaile Somaba Nazaney || atay Dileo Bidhatay Nedey |
~ Nuner Nao Otiya Jaay ||

Gaschot Kaathol, Thotot Tel ||

Nana Munir Nana Mott ||
Nije Bachile Baaper Naam |
Naam Phute Jaar, Maarg Phute Taar [
Nisshyasher Bisshyash Naai I
Nimki Soytaan ||
Paisa Ki Gachot Phole |
Phaak Phuk Uporer Kati Mukh I
Fakka Gura Khaowa ||
Beraro Kaan Thake ||
Bhausanir Jhol Khaowa |
Bhukaitey Kolo Naapake |
Huma Huma Huma
Bape Nakhay Suma
Mao Khengkeri Khai
Saowa Ludhumdhuma |

Barey Barey Kalai Saak 279
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Chilarai : A great hero but

an ideal disciple of Vaisnavism

(This Article has been re-printed to Commemorate the death anniversary of the writer renowneq
scholar and Chilarai Award Winner Late Kameswar Das - Jt. Secretary, Bishmao)

Largest palace in a small state. We in
1945 had acquired such idea of princely state
then H.H. J agadwipendranarain, the
Maharaja, the last in the dynasty. His Highness
is no more fortunate with that fine, specious

palace.

That Maharaja Naranarain and
Sukladhwaj were the rulers of the state Cooch
Behar that did flourish Jater on, can’t be
believed today in its present state. And
Kamatapur is not Cooch Behar . The old and
the new capitals . And many others at different
places established anew by others .

Itis not possible to say anything about
one leaving aside the other and like Laxmana
Chilarai did everything for his brother as the
minister and also as the general commanding
state force . Selfless service to the king and
kingdom was his single way of life. Such
selfless service to the nation cum the ruler can
be well idealised inour age for the wellbeing
of the common mass. The least attachment to
his personal aptitude and abilities in his truest
positions as general as well as the right hand
to the Maharaja then had every chance of

()

winning the cherished hopes of aprince though
there were other two fora feud . The different

hames attributed to this brave hero for his:
bravery as the greatest warrior of that period|
considering the difficulties of the natural barriers

in the area from Karotowa at the west and the
Dikrai at the east then boundaries includ-i g
some parts of Ahom kingdom, kingdom of

Kacharis, Manipur, Tripura, Jayantia, Khagj
hills, Dimaruwa, Sylhet and Tripura etc. signify/
what could he do. Likea flying kite earching
after a prey he conquered the small kings and’

annexed their kingdoms to their own . An
Emperor was made though Naranarain is nof
known asan emperor . A strong general in the
far distant XV th century, Chilarai can hardly

be compared with some others in the later
periods as the development in war-fare and
technique have made everything easier now,
A ballastic missile cannot be the conquering.
Wweapon used by Chailarai who had a sword,
a shield, an elephant or horse for his age. A
fort is nothing today though Kamatapur was:

wellibtﬁﬁedﬂlen.Evmtoﬁﬁsageofsp tniks
wehaveinom'newcapitalDispm-ﬂlecommm?
vehicle an auto-rickshaw or a rickshaw , Few

cars are piled . Moreover we have no street
in the city growing and expanding upto
Chandrapur, the site of the new capital . In
considering all these draw-backs in our life
here in the remotest corner of the land we must
honour and pay homage proper to the hero .
Itis his due.

We have nothing new to tell about the
Sakti and Siva cults that had prevailed under
the patronage of the rulets who had been at
times the sole authority and most of the rulers
were autoerats. Religious head was none but
aking in those days of yore . Reason had little
place but the Upanishadas and the Vedanta
did away withall the prejudices and unscientific

‘mode oflife and religious faiths . Mediaval

India grew so many preachers in order to look

\intothe Vaisnave-cult. Fortunately this region

of eastern India had seen saints like Sankardey
and Madhavdev then and the neo-Vaisnavism
had been duly propagated in the ancient
Kamrupa , On the otherhand the decline and
fall of the Kamata during the last part of XV

theentury saw civil war and a new dynesty

Wwas born with Hariya Mandal who was the
chosen ruler of the region lying between the
Manas at the east and the Sonkosh in the west.
He married the princess Hira and Jeera the
beautiful daughters of Haju of Hajo nowat a
very small distance from the point where the
SWeet memorial is going to be installed ina
befitting manner, A]] ancestors were Saivas .
They had to worship the goddess Sakti or
Durga, the only deity to be propitiated in order
to wina battle . So a true worshipper of the

e

war-god or the goddess of the war was named
Samarsinha . He won the white elephant in
conquering the Ahom king for which he was
called Sukladhwaj .He is g Napoleon
Bonaparte in other aspects of his life, And it
is perhaps the other side of the real man, who
cannot do without counterpart or better-half
as wemay call it Bonaparte too had someone
for his busiest moments to be spated or
relieved of the hard tasks in the fronts, He
wrote to his beloved . On the otherhand
Chilarai was charmed to hear about
Kamalpriya, the young daughter of Ramrai
who was at Dinganagar then . The fine
description as depicted by Sridarn, one of the
boy-servents to Dewan Chi larai won the
warrior who had to accompany the king
Naranarain in exile then . Chilarai was so
moved to hear Sridarn that he acted Jike Lord
Krishna to hear about Rukmini in the words
of Surabhi, a pastoral poem singer . Sridam
Wwas not a bard like Surabhi but his simple
description of the visionary image thus created
the irresistible longing for that beauty
Kamalpriya , Her lock of hair was long that it
had a considerable measure of two small mats
that had been required to spread that one finest
long lock of hair, it is a rare beauty indeed !
The divine beauty in her and some other
particular symptoms in the anatomy or the like
as depicted by the informer Sridam . To him
she was enchantress to the three worlds for
her supreme beauty ., Indeed she was . And
she was made the chief queen and thus
Chilarai was related first of all to one of the
followers of the Vaisnavite creeds . This direct
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relation was booned with a grant of three
villages.

It so happened that king Naranarain had
to roam from place to place under the
influence of the star-Saturn . At Barnagar
Chilarai was attracted by Sankardev and he
hadamindto bea disciple of Sankardev but
he feared his brother Narnarain . Now after
the sweet union with Kamalpriya there was
some heavenly occasion to know more about
the Mahapurusha Sankardev . And in the
absence of the king, Chilarai swas to look afler
the administration for a few years . One day
he was out for hunting and while he was back
the sweetest voice like that of a cuckoo was
heard in a song sung by his chief queen who
was surrounded by all the women including
queen in the palace . The song was attuned to
a Sareng . Chilarai wanted to know the
composer of that song . The man was none
but Sankardev and the meaning of the song
was well understood by the learned
Sukladhwaj who was educated at Varanashi,
the seat of learning in all the branches like the
scriptures, archery etc. The song was full of
philosophy and so he was very pleased for its
inner meaning “O sinful mind, pay attention to
Rama or keep your mind at the feet of Rama ;
The abode of life is transitory, the only wealth
or resort to death is the name of Madhave”
and the song is as follows :

Pamara man, rama charane chitta
dehu. athira jiwana vasa madhavakeri
nama, marana samala lehy .

(@8)
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This is a part of the Bargeet Sankardey
created and the Noble Numbers of Herrik can
remind us of the devotional songs that traineq
human beings to reach the proper goal in thig
world of illusion . Sankardev’s conception o
devotion, spirit of humility and self-surrender
is vivid in this song Sukladhwaj coulq
fortunately hear from the sweet sound of
Kamaipriya as the lucid and magnificient
utterance had universal appeal and touched hiim:
- He was charmed or en-chanted by the diving
appearance of Sankardev who was met first
at old capital town of Raghudev who kept far
away from Naranarain’s kingdim . And the
town was Barnagar on the bank of Manas .

A strong victorious general Chilarai had
some inner voice in his heart of hearts’
conquered by the glory and glamour of;
Sankardev, the Tagatgwu whose preachingg
overflooded the length and breadth of the.
ancient Assam, Our Mahavir Chilarai was not
a supreme being in presence of the divinely.
gifted person . He could easily OVerpower even
Madhavdev who gave the final shape of the!
Bhakti-cultorthe Mahapurushiya-cult,

Even astone can be melted without th ol

Reformation or Samaskara ?” by Immanuel
Kant orin other words “what is enlightenment
2" he wrote in 1784 some two hundred years
ago. Chilarai was thus a true follower of
reformation Sankardev had undertaken first,
for the region in great turmoil then . Even the
usual ritual had been duly done by him to be
pure in heart by fasting on the eve of the
initiation that required the purification of the
mind first. Some “other necessary gifis like a
fine new cloth or a few coins to be offered to
the priest had been given and then bowed
down at the feet of Sankardev so as to see

salvation, the deal Home for the mortals .
‘Thanks to the right philosopher and the guide

to that true disciple of those mythological

Lords Vishnu or Krishna. Still we are standing

this morning on the right bank of the mighty
Brahmaputra that is flowing by the side of a
mythologically famous holy place Kamakhya
onthe Nilachala hill so fascinating for the scenic
beauty and Saraighat, where the historic battle
had been fought by Lachit Barphukan for the
freedom of the nation .

Letus remember all who sacrificed their
previous lives only to save motherland and pay
homage . But the new convert is more
mentionable in his protecting the preachers of
neo-Vaisnavism and thus helping them in their
creations of various branches in art and
literature, And we have a good imperishable
treasure that is connected closely with our
national, cultural, and spiritual heritage , Even
after five long centuries, we have the source
of the same delight, inspiration, consolation or

e

wisdom to live in this troubled world we are
to face daily for the worldly problems . Vaisnay
Chilarai in the finest, whole hearted support
to his faith and full respect to the perceptors
both the preachers keeping long at the court
in their last part of lives, did whatever and
whenever any problem to the Gurus arose .
More-over the devotees in their truest spirit
and faith tried to see them working for the
region of deeperand invincible Amaravati or
Eldorado, the Heaven or Salvation only after
propitiating the Lord Krishna or Vishnu with
the Hymns laid down for them , Naranarain
was also enchanted by the closest association
at the later period and had the desire to be
converted into a Vaisnava like his brother
Chilarai . As a student of Gurukul both of
Naranarain and Chilarai could follow well the
scriptures and at the instance of the king’s
courtiers including the scholars in all the
branches of politics and other necessary
scriptures as required by the king for the
smooth running of his adminstration and
wellbeing of the people, the king too
composed some Slokas for his pleasure ., It
was only for the inquisitive king, Sankardev
had to compose some important pieces like
the Gunamala, a fine and the shortest substance
of the Bhagawata including all the cantos as
the king wanted to hear it in one single sitting .
Such onerous tasks had been done only to
please the protector or religion and also to
show and prove what an excellent and
powerful writer he was in his field of literature
but the most mentionable thing the ‘Vrindavani
Kapor” ; the full picture of the picturesque
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Vrindavan with all its nook and comner closely
related to the life of Lord Krishna and the
truest followers there the Gopas and the
Gopinis, Virinas, the Yamuna flowing by the
site, cows and their calves and Dwaraka,
Mathura, Gokul etc. had been excellently
woven up by the expert hand in a year to
present it to the king. Chilarai as dear disciple
had the fortune to see it first . All had been
astonished to see the wonderful work of the
preacher of no mean power . So the Durbar
literature of the kingdom of Maharaj
Naranarain did flourish to reach the highest

zenith only for the strong support and adde

years of his long reign .

evergreen.’

deskkokok

An Old Rajbanshi Women
in traditional Rajbanshi Costume (Patani)
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B
ail the bright and glorious spectrato the goldey:

Really we are proud enough to see thg
enlightenment the king and the kingdom ;
received through the preachings of the neos' This is the day of Happiness;
Vaisnavites in the right earnest zeal and alsg
the prestine glory of the Vaisnavite literature in
the far distant XVI th century. We mus{
remember those mighty persons and theiy! Thisis the time todance
personalities for their most memorable workg

that will surely remain in this land of ours, Bishua, isthe beautiful festival

This is the day of Joy
When we very much enjoy

When people forget their sadness
This oceassion comes yearly,

And so we love it dearly

ishua - The festival of Joy

Priyanka Deb

|\

Of which people wait to see a glance

That isloved by all
f isthe:d_a,yofjoy

- Whenwe yery much enjoy.

Friendship
Hinalkshee

Friendship is in sadness,
Priendship isin happiness,
Itis in our mind,
Itis always happy and kind.
Friendship is one in every moment
It remains in our heart for time that went
It teaches is to live our life now and then
We all need it but we don’t know when.
We all know who are good friends,
In our sadness also they stay and with us share their hands.
If they go with us a mile,
We feel very happy and smile.
Good friends make us good,
Bad friends make us bad,
Itis a gift of God;
Ifit is true it don’t break.
Friendship is a sheltering free,
Its a warm shade of love and care,
Always ready to protect.
If we have it we can understand,
It isan amazing fact.
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tew lines from the President ......

mothers and Jathers from the community,
and the all the kith and kin close to the heqy
Union (AKRSU) including the respectable elders from 1he Surrounding village
of Dhaligaon, | offer my prayers to the almighty so that the New Year bringg
With it an environment of Peace, Tranquility and goodwill among qj| of us. |

Dhaligaon finds q Special mention in the pages of hisiory. 1t is the birth)

Place of ‘Bir Tepu’ one of the able lieutenant (‘Dhgj Rakshak’) of Bir Chilaral

as a result of untiring pursuance of the engineer of modern Assam Late Sarat
Chandra Singha. And the geographical entity still reeling behing socially,

T fme

Jor livelihood are under severe economic depression as a resyjs of such a gify

take appropriate strategy at least 1o arrest such socio-economic damages to the
communities. However, these are the people who have always supported and taken

The success of the President of this Reception Committee depends heavily on
the contribution of the other officials of the committee and equally so with the

Bimal Kumqr Barman
President
Central Bishua Celebration Committee
Dhaligaon
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