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the crowd being in overwhelming num-
bers, 1 asked and obtained permission from
the Deputy Commissioner to open fire. This
didnot deter the ctowd for an instant, who
continued to press my men so closely that
I callu,{ them to gethcr and retired, firing
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i to the bund to the Mangaldai road... unless
i we had fired when we did, the detachment

: would have been swept away.
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..It was now apparent, however, that
the crowd was too large and too strong
for this mode of procedure...
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The Committee wish to record that
they ask for no exclusive privileges. They
are willing to throw in their lot with the
raiyats, who are even less able themselves

to bear any further taxation, and on
whom the Bengal coolie is in a great

measure dependent for support.
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The notification about the re-settlement
allows only a short time people to un-
derstand the objects and reasons of

.......................................................
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Government for sub-classifying the lands
and enhancing the revenue accordingly.§
There is no periodical organ in the:
province that might discuss this all im-}
portant subject, and help Government, by :
communicating the object and reasons to’
re-assess the lands to the raiyats and also
to the Government to know the views of
the raiyats. It the raiyats are barred -by
time on the expiry of the date fixed, I
think the time is too short for people to

approach the Government with their
objections or suggestions.
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That the imposition of the local rates
at the rate of three annas in the rupee




has been already a heavy burden on the

i nisf-khirajdars, it cannot therefore be
i questioned that the intended assessment
gof wasteland will operate as a great
: hardship to the nisf-khirajdars, as they
! will have to pay this amount of revenue

and the local rates thereon from which
they get. Infact, as they already pay two-
thirds of local rates from their own
pocket, this fresh imposition will further
curtail their profit, and in many cases the
nisf-khirajdars will get very small, if any,
profit from their estate and their estates

will be nisf-khiraj only in name.
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It is rather disquieting to read the
orders of the government on my case for
the first time in a newspaper. Please
don’t think I am grumbling far from it....
I have already thanked you for sticking
up for me. But, looking back at it now
in an even more impartial mood than I




could assume in Assam, I don’t see what
else ‘could have done than’ did or how
I can be need wanting.
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They exercise more or less au-
thority over the rayats, inquiring
into petty disputes, punishing ten-
ants....., and in some instances re-
straining the properties of . refractory
tenants. Within certain limits, the
cultivators submit to their extortion,



but the oppression occassionally
becomes intolerable.
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