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No.F.2-M/98 23rd March, 1998 

Observan~e of the second death anniversary of 
Late Hiteswar Saikia, the former Chief Minister of 
Assam, is a very solemn occasion. 

A ' 
The President of India, Shri g.R. Narayanan 

pays his homage to the departed leader and extends 
good wishes to the Hiteswar Saikia Foundation, 
Guwahati for the success of the function being 
organised to commemorate the event. 

dh-k,c- 1\I~~_J.i 
~~r~. N .r·· sa~u) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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s. NARENDAA ~~ 110011 
INFORMATION ADVISOR TO PM PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

NEW DEUlI 110011 

MESSAGE 

Prime Minister is happy to learn that the 

Hiteswar Saikia Foundat,i0l1 is organising the 2nd 

Death Anniversary of former Chief Minister of 

Assam Late Hite~war Saikia on 22nd April, 1998 and 

bringing out a souvenir on this occasion. 

The Prime Minister sends his best wishes on 

this occasion. 

New Delhi 

Apri l 2, 1998 
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MESSAGE 

I am glad to know that "Hiteswar Saikia Foundation" of 
Guwahati will be observing the Second Death Anniversary of late 
Shri Hiteswar Saikia, the former Chief Minister of Assam on 22nd 
April, 1998 and to comrrLernorate the solemn occasion the 
Foundation is bringing out a Souvenir. 

It is heartening to note that the "Foundation ", established 
after the demise of Shri Saikia, is engaging itself in social services 
for the benefit of the people of the State, a cause for which 
Shri Saikia strove hard throughout his public ltfe and had earned 
for himself the love and respect ofihe people of this region. 

I convey my best wishes to the members of the 
Foundationfor'success in its endeavour. 

-It . T~ ('v\ "'-LL.>'i~ .__ 
( Dr A P MUkhe~;i ) 
Governor ofMizoram 

Dated Aizawl the 24th March 1998 
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RAJ BHAVAN 

GUWAHATI 


March 19, 1998 

M E S SAG E 

I send , my greetings and g09d wishes 

to Hiteswar Saikia Foundation on the occasion 

of its second anniversary. This Foundation 

has been engaged in social work and is doing 

commendable work. I wish it every success. 

_-''·---7 
,/ . 

'­

(Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha, PVSM) 
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RAJ BHAVAN 

ITANAGAR -791111 

March 25, 1998 

MESSAGE 

It is heartening to know that the 2nd Death 

Anniversary of Late Hiteswar Saikia, the former Chief 

Minister of Assam will be observed at Guwahatl on 22nd 

April'98 and a Souvenir is being published by the Hiteswar 

Saikia Foundation to commemorate the occasion. 

I recall his association as a Member of the 

North Eastern Council, wherein he reflected deep concern for 

the people of Assam in particular and North Eastern Region in 

general, in the 38th meeting held at Guwahati on 17th 

October,1994. He was honoured with the Rajiv Gandhi 

Sadbhavana Award posthumously for his contributions towards 

National Integration. I am glad that the Hlteswar Saikia 

Foundation has been established and engaged in social welfare 

activities in the State. 

I pay my respectful homage to Shr1 H1teswar 

!. tte 'Vd_: 

Saikia on his 2nd Death Anniversary and wish the function and 

publication of the Souvenir all success. 
) 

• . r o 
. ' 

~ ~ 
,,\ - { ~l- '.:... __ _..-.- ­

( Mata Prasad 
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GOVERNOR OF NAOALAND 

RAJ BHAVAN 

KOHrMA 

I\IESSAGE 

I am happy to learn that Hiteswar Saikia Foundation wOllld 
be bringing out a Souvenir to commemorate the 2nd Death 
Anniversary of the fonner Chief Minister of Assam, Late H iteswar 
Saikia. 

Late Saikia, during his distinguished tenure as the Chief 
Minister of Assam contributed to the development of the State. He 
showed great concem for the well being and stability in the State 
and took positive initiatives in that direction. Posterity would 
remember him for his service to the !:,lTeat people of Assam and the 
country. 

I commend the or!!anisers of the FOlLndation for their efforts 
'. ' 

at making the life <lnd achievements Jmown to the people, 
particularly the young generation and wish them well. 

--t: \}\ \.~<;;) L\.\. C~ 
Om Prakash Sharma 
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RAJf3:HAVA,N 
1M:p,HAL 

MESS.AGE 


I am happy to know that the Hiteswar Saikia Foundation under its Chairperson 
Dr. Hemoprova Saikia, is organising a function at Guwahati on April 22 
synchronising with the 2nd Death Anniversary of former Chief Minister of Assam, 
late Shri Hiteswar Saikia. 

I had a chance to know Shri Hiteswar Saikia closely. I was associated with him 
in a couple of initiatives which were aimed at restoration of peace to the strifetorn 
State of Assam, particularly between 1985 and 1993. I would remember him as 
a person with a vision for his people, an undying Nationalist who always had the 
interest of India at his lieart; a very capable administrator and a man of great 
details: Whenever I touch Guwahati and I do this fairly regulady in my flights 
to Delhi and back, I am always reminded of him and I always try to visualise 
what good he would have done to the State, both in terms of improvement in the 
law and order and economic development of the people if he lived a little longer. 
Even the Guwahati Airport itself is a testimony of what he could achieve during 
his short innings at the helm of affairs in the State. 

It is heartening to know that an attempt is being made to keep his memory 
alive, with the Hiteswar Saikia Foundation as the vehicle for fulfilling his unrealised 
dreams. I wish the. Foundation all success. I also wish that the celebrations will 
become a catalyst for restoration of peace to the strife-torn State and for the 
fulfilment of his dream of economic development of his peolpe. 

, ~~40Q-'- . . . f~ 

(O.N. Shrivastava) 
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GOVERNOR OF TRIPURA 

RAJ BHAVAN 
AGARTALA - 799 006 

March 28, 1998. 

MESSAGE 

The observance of the 2nd Death Anniversary of the 

former Chief Minister of Assam, Late Hiteswar Saikia by the 

Hiteswar Saikia Foundation, Guwahati on 22nd April, 1998 is 

a befitting tribute to this outstanding leader. I am told 

that a Souvenir is also being brought out to mark this 

occasion. This will facilitate wide dissemination of the 

life and works of Shri Hiteswar Saikia. 

Late Shri Hiteswar Saikia, former Chief Minister, 

Assam and the Governor of Mizoram, was an illustrious son 

of Mother India. Althrough his life he fought for the cause 

of the down-trodden and particularly ot the people of 

Assam. Displaying a high level of administrative 

decisiveness and skill Late Shri Saikia, in his capacity as 

the Chief Minister of the State, was able to restore peace 

and ethnic harmony and thus put Assam back to the rail of 

development. 

I hope that the work of the Hiteswar Saikia 

Foundation will foster among the people the spirit to 

emulate the cherished ideals and goals, specially love for 

peace and communal harmony, of late Shri Saikia to ensure 

that Assam becomes one of our most peaceful and prosperous 

State of the Country. 

I wish the organisers and the members of Hiteswar 

Saikia Foundation, Guwahati for the successful observance 

of the 2nd Death Anniversary. 

~ 
Siddheshvar Prasad ) 
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GOVERNOR OF SIKKIM 

MESSAGE 

RAJ BHAVAN, 
GANGTOK-737103 

(SIKKIM) 

Dated 24th March., 1998 

I am delighted to leanl that Hiteswar Saikia foundation is 

organising second Death anniversary of Shri Hiteswar Saikia, fonner 

2211dChief Minister of Assam on April, 1998. To commemorate the 

occasion, a Souvenir is also being brought ·out. 

Shri Hiteswar Saikia was one of our national leaders, a perfect 

gentleman and a dynamic· Chief Minister. He had a brief stint as 

Governor of Mizoram as well . Known for his administrative acumen and 
/ 

deft handling of acute situations, he acquired a special stature in the 

hearts of our Countrymen. His services to the people of Assam and to 

the Country at large will be long remembered. 

I wish the organisers success in their endeavours in the service of 

the people of the State and the motherland. 

(R. t>,. ...... Jl-~ s:...:.~,,~ . ... 
(CHAUDHARY RANDHIR SINGH) 
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H'TESWA~ SA'~'A 

•••• H ••••••••• ~ •••••• A~ ~~.4k ~~ 

* Hiteswar Saikia!
* The name itself has become an unforgettable chapter in the history of Assam.
* During the post-Independence period, there has been the rise and [all or entry and 

exit of many a political personality in Assam; but the recollection of Hiteswar , aikia's 
memory does not refer to the very existence of a single individual. Instead, the entire 
sensitive chapter of Assam's modern history has inextricably been intcrw v,[ w 'th the 
colourful life., rare personality and noble existence of a person like Saikia.

* In their attempt to write the history of the Assam movement against foreign nationals 
during the eighties followed by the rise of regionalism, the historians wi have to mention 
a name again and over again - and that is the name of Hiteswar Saikia. .

* The year 1979. Declaring the movement against foreigners. as the last b Uk of 
Saraighat to save the Assamese identity, the advoca'tes of regionalism threw do vn t .elf 

. gauntlet against the Indian national outlook. 	They started blowing trumpet against th, ' 
great Indian sentiment. The seeds of killing and hatred got gelminated during the movement 
itself. Known hitherto as the sacred land of peace and amity, Assam's lands ap was 
dececrated by endless bloodshed. Many a promising youth having got misled had t ) give 
up life during the movement. The non-Assamese, minorities, tribals and others became tile 
target of the continued cruel attack from the advocates of the e.xtreme regionalism. Those 
who had opposed the movement were branded as traitors, enemy of the people . nd 
Badan-the Ahom leader who had betrayed the cause of the people. The anti-movemel1t 
people were even socially boycotted and an organised, inhuman attempt was made to 
eliminate them in the process.

* Having joined Assam's active politics in 1972 as the younges\ Home Minist r 
Hiteswar Saikia was able to establish himself as an efficient administrator with the leadership 
quality of foresight and fearlessness. At the initial SUlgc of the movement, Saikia c;)u ld 
foresee the attempt to destroy ~he society. He could realise at that time how thl..: lea . 
of the movement wanted to enhance their individual political career under the cover of 
their concern for the future of the Assamese people. Being dected by the original Assamesc 
voters of Nazira constituency, Hiteswar Saikia had full faith in evolution and development 
of the Assamese people along with the thousand-year-old culture, values & the system r 
the great country. Hence he stood against the leaders of the extreme regionalism with tn, ' 

:~::: .•. ~: :;,:.....:.:.:.. ~.~.~. . ...:.:.:.~. ~~ ~ ..~ :':...:.~: '.~.:.~.~.~.:.~. ~. .:.~. .~:.~.:.:.~ : :1:::::::::::~ .....::.:.:.~.:. . .~ ~ :.'.:.:.~.:.:.::::: .........:.:.:.:.:,:,:,:,:: ,:::::,:,:.;,:.;.:..:::::::: .:.:.~.~.~.~'.::...: : .:.~.~ ~: : ... .~ :. .~:.,.•.:.: ~. .•. ~. : : :.. . .~. l ~ ...,:.:.:-:-::::~:: ':.:.:::::::::::::::::::::::.: ':':':-":':':':':-:':':', ­
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full confidence and without any fear . At that critical juncture, he fOrIght boldly to honour 
the great Indian sentiment. At this, camp-followers of the extreme regionalism challenged 
him with .anger and fear. Having influenced a sizeable section of the intellectuals and 
media persons, they were able to project Hiteswar Saikia as a traitor, anti-people, Badan 
and the leader of the anti-Assamese circle. In a planned and organised way, an atmosphere 
of hatred and anger against Hiteswar Saikia was created in the minds of the people. But 
undeterrred Hiteswar Saikia remained unmoved like a rock in his stand braving all odds. 

* i 9 April 1980. The armed youths of extreme regionalism hurled powerful bomb at 
the car of Hiteswar Saikia at a place near his Nazira residence. The killer youth however 
himself fell victim of the blast. In a split of moment, Saikia could escape death. But the 
determination of the extremists to kill Saikia went on getting stronger with the passage of 
time. On 19 November, 1983, an attempt to kill him by a pistol - holding youth at 
Guwahati was foiled. The assailant was arrested on the spot by the police and Saikia once 
again escaped unhurt.

* 15 August 1985. The Assam Accord was signed with the leaders of the Assam 
movement at the initiative of the then PIime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. Chief Minister Hiteswar 
Saikia accepted the preconditions of the Accord and accordingly advised dissolution of 
the Assembly and holding of fresh elections. In that election, the movement leaders were 
able to form a regional party Government in Assam with the unprecedented support of the 
Assamese voters, as the new party could reflect the hopes and aspirations of the people. 
Hiteswar Saikia made a temporary exit from the political scenario and joined as Mizoram 
Governor. Even then, the harassment and killing of innumerable congress workers in 
Assam remained unabetted. Taking advantage of the inaction of the then regional party , 
Government, the extremists had openly established training camps at Lakhipather, 
Charaipung and other places of Assam. The militants went on in their killing spree with 
sophisticated weapons. In order to take revenge on Hiteswar Saikia, the militants started 
making attempts on the lives of the members of his family. They killeD Kunti Konwar, 
elder sister of Dr Hemoprava Saikia, wife of Hiteswar Saikia, along with her daughter 
Ruplekha konwar. Pradip Saikia and Keshab Saikia, both nephews of Hiteswar Saikia 
were brutally killed by the militants. Even Rohiteswar Saikia, beloved brothel' of Hiteswar 
Saikia, fell to the militants' bullets. What was their crime? They were all relatives of 
Hiteswar Saikia. Similarly, the supporters of Hiteswar Saikia were killed in cold blood.1 

This was done by the militants with a view to demoralising Hiteswar Saikia. But never had 
Saikia got scared and stopped. After coming back to dangerously disturbed Assam which 
was devastated by t~e death-dance of the militants, Hiteswar Saikia made his public 
announcement: "Militancy is a dreaded snake. We must destroy it." The militancy was 
in its full form during the days of ·1989-90. Hundreds of Congress workers were killed 
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during those days. The families were shattered after having lost their near and dear. A 
situation was created as if the Congress would be totally finished in Assam. Even the 
industrialists, traders and common. citizens became the victims of the militants' wrath. In 
such a dangerously disturbed situation, Hiteswar Saikia was able to reorganise and rejuvenate 
the Congress in 1991 and under his leadership, the Congre'ss again captured power in 
Assam. He succeeded in bri,nging the situation back to normalcy as also creating an 
atmosphere of peace among different sections of the people. The militants who were 
moving freely during the days of the previous AGP reg:ime ~ , were forced to shift their 
camps to the neighbouring countries. A sizeable section of the militants had opted for 
SUlTendering to the authorities. Saikia kept his words and succeeded towards bringing the 
majority of the militants back to the mainstream of the Assamese society. Even then, he 
did not express any sign of taking revenge against anyone , of his once enemies who 
sUlTendered.

* Hiteswar Saikia had never entered into Assam's politics by giving false promise of 
creating a "Golden Assam" or riding the crest of emotion of a movement. He had entered 
Assam Assembly by dint of his social works and developmental activities in Nazira area. 
Having first elected as an MLA, he became the Home Minister of the Sarat Chandra Sinha 
Ministry. That was the stamp of his work and efficiency. 

* Hiteswar Saikia was an obidient and sincere worker of the Indian National Congress. 
During the time of i 983 election in Assam which was replete with bloodshed, Saikia was 
not the leader of the Assam Pradesh Congress. He was then one of the many Congress 
candidates. He could not even dream of becoming the Chief Minister after the elections. 
But abiding the wish of the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi as also the advice of the 
senior party leaders, Hiteswar Saikia had to accept the responsibility of the Chief Minister 
in an extremely abnormal situation. Within a span of two years, Saikia was able to control 
the situation by alienating the movement leaders from the people thereby almost finishing 
the movement with his sharp political acumen. So the movement leaders became frustrated 
and as such they shifted their attention from the "drive away foreigners" to the "drive 
away Hiteswar" programme. The leaders of the movement had suffered from the same 
fear-psychosis as Kangsa did the eighth son of Doibaki. Hence they all the time went on 
saying that their main enemy was Hiteswar Saikia. On 15 Aug. 1985, the Assam Accord 
was signed at the initiative of the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. In response to the 
wish of the party High command as also the Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, Hiteswar Saikia 
decided to dissolve the Assembly and face fresh elections. He had exhibited his masterly 
efficiency as the Governor of Mizoram. During his tenure as the Governor, a permanent 
solution to the prolonged insurgency problem of Mizoram was found out. He then came 
back to Assam and became the APCC chief following the advice of the AICC President 
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Rajiv Gandhi. \

* A section of the intellectuals and media persons went on criticising Hiteswar Saikia 
during his political career. But cventually the truth prevailed. Even after his death, the 
number of Saikia wellwishers went on increasing. Many have repented now. They have 
real ised \WW that: 

whatever Hiteswar Saikia said - was correct. 

Whatever Hiteswar Saikia did - was correct.

* Such realisation has shaken the minds of the people of Assam. During his second 

tenure, intcllectuals of extreme regionalism and other political leaders had opposed the 
Chief Minister Hiteswar Saikia at every step. But always cool-headed, cooperative, kind, 
honest, big-heaned and fearless Saikia ignored all such oppositions and dedicated himswlf 
o relentlessly working, despite illhealth, for the people till his death. He went on with his 

development schemes like Rs 2 a Kg rice, mid-day meal for students for the benefit of 
the n or, educated and uneducated people who still remember him with love, affection 
an d ..' ·utitudc.

* 22 April 19<)6. Hiteswar Saikia breathed his last at the All India Insititute ofMedical 
Scie CC , New Delhi. Therc was an unprecedented pall of sorrow throughout Assam as 
ak "IS of people came out on the road to pay their last respect to the departed soul when 

the hody 'as taken from Guwahati to Nazira for the last rite . Nazira had in fact turned 
In to a sea ot human beings. Many poor people started crying abnormally when they saw 
h hody bedecked with 1l0wers. Hiteswar Saikia will remain forever as the unchallenged 
icadcr in the world of Assam's politics. The people of Assam had welcomed the leaders 
or extreme regionalism with unbound hope; but today they donot feel proud of their 
leaders who have betrayed them. But the people of Assam bade goodbye to Hiteswar 
Saikia from this mortal world with sincere gratefulness and love. The current of that 
gratefulness, repentence and realisation has still been 1l0wing in silence through the pulse 
of the peoplc. Obviously, Hiteswar Saikia has become an unforgettable chapter in the 
lislory or Assam. 
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Hiteswar Saikia­
Pohlician- Administrator. 

Topotv fAl BARUAIf 

M.l Akbar, one of India's foremost journalist in his magnificent biogra­
phy " Nehru, The making of India" paused a sensitive question - " One of the great ifs 
is, what would have happened if man like Aurobindo Ghosh, Mahammad Ali, 
Jawarharlal and Subhash Bose had become district collectors, and magistrates, de­
fending British Rules rather than fighting it ? They all wanted to join the ICS at some 
point or other". History of India would have taken a different turn. Assam's history 
would also have been different if Hiteswar Saikia decided to join administrative ser­
vice and not politics. He had all the qualities of a good administrator. He was one of 
the very few politicians who commanded respect from the bureaucrats as an outstand~ 
ing administrator. His unfailing courtesy and amiable manners made all who meet him 
with their grievances feel at home. He was a workaholic .No bureaucrat could keep 
pace with this frail looking human dynamo. It remains a mystery as to how long he 
slept at night because he would be meeting visitors even at 2 AM in the morning. He 
was also an early riser and telephone calls would start even before 5 AM in the morn­
ing. His follow-up of things was an example even for a seasoned administrator. He 
would constantly monitor every important action, its implementation at different lev·· 
els and see to its successful completion. He knew most of the officials- high or low by 
their names, gave them a bewitching smile and enquire about their well-beings. They 
always return with the conviction that he cared for them. His personal archives main­
tained meticulously by him would be a treasure for future historians. He used to 
produce with the flick of his hand and a bemused smile old paper cutting to be used 
against his ·political opponents or assembly debate with devastating effect. Telephone 
was his most ideal companion and constantly used it to update his knowledge about 
the affairs of the state. While talking to officers over phone, he was always very cour­
teous. To me, Hiteswar Saikia was a bureaucrat in the gu'ise of a politician. He was a 
rare combination of a politician and a professional. 

Like all politicians of the day, he had firm, faith in astrology. Elected as 

(llli::::(:J(::j:}::#rrr:::::::\:::~r:rL~ ?:n:#::::::::::r::r::t:ft::rmrrrr::::m:r:::t::t:l (l~ 1::::::::Wg:::lr:~~:::f:::::n::::m{::w:;\t:m:ff::::mEiWiI:::::r:r::r::r::::gwWt:)) 
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the Chief Minister after the general election in 1991, he awaited for the auspicious 
moment to arrive to take the oath of the office and secrecy. But due to quirk of destiny, 
the auspicious moment proved inauspicious, because ULFA struck a deadly blow to 
the new government by abducting fourteen official from different parts of Assam in a 
swift and planned operation leaving the state police in daze. Faced by the challenge, 
Chief Minister Hiteswar Saikia remained unperturbed. He planned his futUl'e course of 
action very calmly. He was in his best of elements. A lesser mortal would have buckled. 
under tension and pressure. Not Hiteswar Saikia. He immediately got down to busi­
ness and started deliberation with political parties, Lawyers organization·, women 
organistation , leading citizens and members of the press and from his interaction 
came to the conclusion that immediate release of the abducted persons at any cost 
should be the top priority of the government. Therefore as demanded by ULFA, he, 
took the decision to release about 400 ULFA detainees from prison in exchange of the 
hostages. Though this action was later criticised by many quarters, that. was the 
concensus of the public representatives and no alternative was available. By this ges­
ture, he opened a channel of communication with ULFA leaders and manage to take a 
delegation of top ULFA leaders to Delhi for top secret meeting with the Prime Minis­
ter P. VNarasima Rao. The meeting took place on Jan 12,1992 just eight months after 
the assumption of office by the Congress government at Dispur under the leadership of 
Hiteswar Saikia. ULFA leaders Pradeep Gogoi, Anup Chetia, Sidhartha Phukan and 
Kalpajyoti Neog who had a meeting with the Prime Minister assured him that ULFA 
would surrender arms within 23.3.92 and initiate talk with the Govt. of India. The 
meeting of 12th January 1992 was the only meeting so far by the top ULFA leaders 
with the highest functionary of the government of India and Saikia deserved full credit 
for this which soon led to the split in ULFA. The Chairman and the C-in -C of ULFA 
backed out of the assurances given by their representatives to the Prime Minister, but 
a section of ULFA led by Sidhartha Phukan, Kalpajyoti Neog, Munin Nobish revolted 
and surrendered before the Chief Minister on 31st March, 1992. Thus the' brilliant 
strategist Hiteswar Saikia brought a vertical division in ULFA crippling the organiza­
tion from which it never recovered. 

Though Saikia was a victim of ULFA's wrath- five of his family mem­
bers were brutal1y killed, he was not revengeful. He had a soft corner for these boys 
gone astray due to circumstances. To bring them to the mainstream, a special package 
for rehabilitation of surrendered ULFA was announced. These include jobs in govt. 
deptts., self employment scheme, Co-operative ventures etc. His 100% percent margin 
money scheme whereby government provided Rs 50,000/- as grant for offering seed 
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money to banks and banks provided Rs 1.50 lakhs as loans against government guar­
antee benefited more than 3000 ULFA surrenderees. This scheme was accepted as a 
model by other states such as Tripura, Punjab, J & K, but bitterly criticised at home. 
Even his cabinet colleagues were privately hostile to the scheme but did not had the 
courage to oppose it in the cabinet meetings. The oft-repeated criticism was that vic­
tim of ULFA's brutality got 1<s L OO lakhs while those who were responsible for the 
dastardly crime were given Rs 2.00 lakhs. Those who had criticised the Rehabilitation 
Scheme did not suggest any alternative scheme. May be, while implementing the scheme 
proper verification was not carried out and as a result some pseudo-ULFA also took 
advantage of the scheme. Even if 10% of the boys succeeded in their projects, credit 
should be given, because in these days of economic recession many industrial giants 
with hundreds of crores of bank loans became sick throwing the entire economy out of 
gears. Against only 6S crores of loans of banks to surrendered ULFA, more than 300 
crores of banks & financial institutes were locked up in the Prag-Bosimi Synthetics 
Ltd. a project promoted by a Mumbai based Industrialist. 

The Bodo-Accord signed on 20th Feb, 1993 was an important achieve­
ment of Chief Minister, Hiteswar Saikia. Ten rounds of triparte discussion did not 
yield any satisfactory solution. The Bhupinder Sing Committee was also constituted 
by the Chandra Sekhar government at the intervention of the AICC president Rajib 
Gandhi at the initiative of Hiteswar Saikia during the President's Rule in Assam. 
S.K.Bwissmuthiary, the then ABSU president, though a bitter critic of Hiteswar Saikia, 
sought his help at Delhi . Saikia took them to Rajib Gandhi. Prafulla Kr. Mahanta, the 
then Chief Minister of Assam agreed to the constitution or the Expert committee when 
the proposal was mooted by Union Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, in one of the tripartite 
talk. He, however backed out when the Cabinet did not agree to the conclusion of the 
expert committee. Though the Expert Committee's report was rejected by the ABSU, 
the ABSU leaders kept the channel of communication with the Chief Minister open. 
Several rounds of discussion were held. Ultimately Rajesh Pilot. Minister of state for 
internal security took the discussion to the logical conclusion and the" The Bodo 
accord" was signed on 20th Feb, 1993. Though several of his cabinet colleagues were 
critical of some of the clauses of the Bodo Accord, Saikia by his persuasive skill won 
them and the cabinet approved t~e Accord in toto. 

Saikia's patience and tact was on test during the determination of the 
boundary of the Bodoland Autonomous Council. Initially ABSU demanded 4653 vil­
lages to be included in the BAC area. Political parties were consulted. All except the 
BJP were in favoor of inclusion of villages having more than 50% Bodo people in the 
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BAC area. BJP was opposed to the very formation of the Bodoland Autonomous Council. 
An all party assembly Committee to determine the area of the BAC was skuttled by the 
AGP. The party refused to attend the meeting of the committee. Ultimately the govern­
ment after field verification announced the formation of the Bodo Land Autonomous 
Council with about 2500 villages of which 1100 villages have more than 50% Bodo 
people & the rest were given on consideration of contiguity. In this exercise, Saikia 
faced strong opposition from partyman, INTUC leaders, minority leaders but he stood 
his ground and never vacillated even for a moment in giving the Bodos what they 
wanted. The Chief Minister even agreed to transfer the 10 K.M. northern belt to the 
BAC, subject to clearance by the government of India. Saikia did not live to see the 
final demarcation of the BAC Area. Had he been alive, Bodoland Autonomous Coun­
cil would have been a vibrant organization completely devoted to the actual develop­
ment of the BAC area. 

Saikia's political sagacity was also evident in his dealings with the other 
ethnic minority groups. Mishing, Tiwas and Rabha-Hajong. These ethnic groups were 
agitating for autonomous bodies of their own. Saikia constituted three separate com­
mittees under the Revenue Minister Mukut Sarma, one each for Mishing, Tiwas and 
Rabha-Hajong to thrash out the problem and recommend solution. While Bodo's re­
jected the recommendation of the Bhupinder·Sing Committee report, these ethnic mi­
nority groups gave their acceptance of the report in writing. Saikia have the satisfac­
tion of constituting three separate autonomous councils for the Mishing, Tiwas and the 
Rabha -Hajong so that these councils can plan the development of their own area 
according to their own perception. 

I would refer to one more significant achievement of Saikia govern­
ment. The State government had the information that some of the tea companies were 
buying peace with ULFA by making payment of substantial amounts . Some compa­
nies like Wilamson Magor, Goodrick group paid ransom money to secure the release 
of their kidnapped managers. But legal action was not contemplated because the state 
government were in no position to provide security to the tea garden located in far 
flung area. So when the India Tea Association under the chairmanship of H.P.Barua 
made a proposal for a separate tea security force at the expense of the tea company, the 
state government immediately accepted the idea. After several rounds of discussion 
with the ITA representatives and the Home dept., it was finally agreed to raise an 
exclusive force for the protection of the tea officials to be known as Assam Tea Plan­
tation Protection Force with Home guard, ex-army and ex-police personnels under the 
command of the Director General of Home Guard and ITA agreed to foot the bill on 
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this account. Thus instead of witch-hunt against the tea industry to unearth ULFA­
Tea industry nexus, the state government took concrete steps for confidence building 
among the tea-gardeners. The Assam Tea Plantation Protection Force is an unique 
concept of raising an armed force with sophisticated weapons to be used exclusively 
for the tea industries under the command of the D.G.P Home Guard for which the state 
government need not spend a single naya paisa from the exchequer. 

Though crippled by diabetes and Kidney trouble Hiteswar Saikia kept 
frenetic pace till the end. Like Mountbatten he used to say" Anybody who has worked 
hard all these lives must never stop but go on working if they want to live. So I intend 
to go on working. I intend to die before I stop. " Even threat to his life did not distract 
him from his chosen task. He was given Z security status. But very often he would give 
the security personnel a slip. When confronted, he would give a child like innocent 
smile. Death could not penetrate the security ring, but snatched him from us from an 
unguarded flank. In his death, Hiteswar Saikia left an indelible mark as one of the best 
politician- administrators the country has ever produced. 

Shri T.L.Baruah I.A.S ( Retd ). held the important assignment of Commissioner & Secre­
twy, Horne, Political, Border etc. deptt. of the Government ofAssani during the tenure of 
Hiteswar Saikia as Chief Minister ofAssam and intimately involved in Rehabilitation of 
SULFA scheme, setting up ofBAC, establishment ofthe Autonomous Councils, Creation of 
Assam Tea Plantation Protection Force etc. Later he was re-employed as State Election 
ComrnissioneJ: 
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