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A MEMORANDUM
on behalf of "the Assam plains Tribes
for their safeguards in the Future
Constitutions.
@9 .
@

. T'he Tribal people of Assam had been the origipal
Inhabitants of and the ruling tribes of Assam b;fore
the advent of the British rule.  The Tribal people
cven now feel proud of their glorious past-whose
remnants are still to be found in the different parts
of Assam They were the most numerous peoaple
li.mn, and their rule had been the most happy ;n Itjhe
history of Assem, Exploitation of one community,

ovc‘r other w.as not known to have existed during the
period of their rulers. -

But on the advent of Braliminism in'Assam' and .

due to their Preachings some of the ‘kribal ypeople
became converted to Hinduism, Mhus graduatliy they
became the minority communit@l in Ass@n havine
been broken up into many sections, 5

During the British rule and under thewdrious reforms

mé'.ﬁ't of "l’hé"{‘fib‘aij people “had: never -~ attracted - the
serious attentjpn either of the British rulers or= of:: the:
{1‘1’u.._ciil_H_‘nioi‘e_'_‘_'Ia'dVa'nce‘d communities to whom the
Govérimient of the country had - been- ‘entrusted.

during their ful cupto 1935, the welfdare and advance.

(3)

In the reforms ef 1935 an attempt was .made to
include some representatives ‘of fhe Tribals, on an
experimental basis, so' that, they hjighi' also ‘have
something te*do'with the Government of. the country.
Without aby basis ofirepresentation the Tribals ‘were
aHowed to"have fouf separate tribal seats in- fhe

plains Which weré filled- up by Separate ‘Electorate
systeni. Since thén the Tribal people ‘hdve - beconie

much more polifically conscious and organisad ‘them-

selvés-and bad -been  trying their best - to' make a

‘héac_i%i»‘*ay—*tow;;rdé"advaﬁ'cement-. ~The Tribal . people -

havebecome very much conscious of- their’ politico-
socigfeconomic cdnditlion's and today, as'a result, we
ca’” find amongst them educated aiid - advanced
Jeaders as well. They had even been included in the
Cabinet of the Province. & | ey U T
~ 'Now that a Constitution of Free India is - going
to be framed including that of the future Constitution
of Asaam, the Iribal people of Assam .plains: have
beéomef much'more united to cee that ‘sufficient safe-
guards can be ‘secured for them'in the comiing Cons-
titutions so 'th'a_f they may not be exploited by..any -t of:
the advancéd Cbn)_mmi.iti'cs_ in the future Free India. -
~Assam being a land of minorilies ‘has problems
quite peculiar of its ewi ‘which néed the 'careful
thought and consideration of the future planners of

JAssam’s Constitution., In view of these facts, the

Tribul psopls of the PPlains of ‘Assa}n ‘beg t:y submit
the following 'p'r'ovisions for their safeguards in “the
coming Constitutions for the consideration of the-
leaders of the country. '



(4) (5)
_ e e c t of elections to all: Légisiative
'Ii]c pJalﬂS 'Iribai peop]e Of ASSHI]_] : {}CCOdeﬂg 'Tl“ibﬂl peopfe ]'ﬂ {'CSDC_QL (?f]cfgciijgs’a:;zi ‘;\—:\!uralion [he
the 1941 censys numbers 14, 94400 e i ies--CentraligPsovincial, Urb: P el :
) , _ -bodies--Centraljgk ive of Zdny- religion. - of
Surma Valley figures and - inclydes the following ;hm)moical--basis,-";1'-1"“?.59““‘“@ of .:.-_..fnty -'1‘?;5[;303 %
tribes-namely, Kacharlsri‘ _'_J;&bll]:cls, L:-r._hmgg, -Ml_k;_rs,j 8 ‘percenta g their .pnpni{;“;::dd;}i;--:;go i addezl o
iris a a Garde ribes living ousi €. garden iy ats thus allo ' X
:f;i: qnlfl’é?fyt oﬁigf?ﬁbes were Icﬂ'goul and wféngly : .Z}f Pef_Qfg;r-o(ffszséigt.t}1lls reserved. L
-areas. > Fes st i G “the fAlun : : s ST A
included in the num bers of other communities in the | 3. That the/following Tribes an.d IRchCSF_I't?S_Id;:g
1941 Census > and fogefberwith the- natural increase i .thej.Pl'iim of Assam:are to be conmderfd_ as foflﬂ g
Of the Population after the Census of 1941, it.is .. cer- i ibal people of Assam :—
o Tt B Plains. Tribal peop :
tain that the number of the pPlains I'ribes of ‘Assam, the Kacharis =~ -+ " Hajongs,
today, will not be less than 20,00.000. _As already : st ¥ Boro-Kacharis, ' ‘Motoks,
Stated, on account of the apathy and neglect of the ‘ = Mgch-Kacharis, - - Morans,
Past Governments of Assam, the "I'Iiba!_- People had :

to
xcluding the

-

T

been most backward in all

b “Dimasa-Kacharis, - ""A{’_”S_ .
] fespects. i T e 9 » Thengal-Kacharis; Mishmis, -
Even though the People had tried their utmostAop i B 2 s Kacharis,  Dufflas.
Improve their lot since 1935 they have not been able to \ i{tha-l«(acﬁzlris.‘ : .-Singpl-uﬂlsl,_
take their rightful Position in the affairs of (he country ! B ; 1‘);0ris | : -Khalnptl_s,
today. Literates among them wij] not. excodd 5p. N i Miris ki -~ “Akas Fapa
of their Population and their socio economi@ condi- ! 17 :‘rf: ot Any Naga cr Kuk1 Tribe 5
tions are algo very bad. The Tribal Pcople, thus, had Mllhlw; . . .Tea Garden Tribes living outside
not advanced a5 the other 'communiries of the pTOS P g B ‘};a.‘ungs ; s Ga’rden'ureas
vince. Thege facts alone wiI]'cIearJy shew the,. neces- f‘ _' \"mlos_ ) s et e ‘5,_“;](“,;1 rd.néss of the Tribal
sity of sufficient Statutory Safegudrds fer them in" the § oo . That'in view ofllljethe‘mai-ority under all . forms
future constitutions, The;efore,_ the Tribal_ people of i people and the fact _thd-[ ; uwz.lally put obstacles to the
the plains of Assam beg "Ic)'a‘ubmi'_t as follows - | of dechrﬂ‘l__ff :_fS__F?,V._e-I.m]]?-?,'ht; B seif-determination
I. That the Fundamental Rights of. citizenship '-1’\-?51}"""d"f"_é'f"joy'ﬂ_g equz_l_l".“':’ iew of the existing fear,
shall be equal ip the same degree to g the Tribaj by the mim)ri‘ncs zmq i;l't:t‘:l.!“t amongst the different
people, made subject to the limitations prescribed by £ , doubt, suspicion, "mﬁi (_15 il by the attempts
law in respect of any Fundamental Rights as and ;'6011'1111r.rz1itiés., aggra\’.dt,e by the much more advance
When demanded by the Triba] people, . ~made from time to time by
2. That there shal

) 5 - 2 - .-‘. 'L]poi]
S g il rce their will

; - £ 1 mmunities to fo

| be Teservation of seqqs for the . < and influential commzt
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the backward minorities, the Tribal people feel that
they should till such time as a healthy atmosphere
is not created, be allowed to select and elect their own
representatives to the seats reserved for them on a
separate Electorate system, without the help and in-
terference of any other community or outside political
party. The Tribals would however, welcome the day
when they would feel secure and there would be no
longer be any necessity for separate Electorate.

The above is the considered opinion of the Plains

Tribal people of Assam as a whole, as their only and
best political safe-guard and therefore, they urge upon
the political leaders of the country to givea sympa-
thetic consideration to this demand of the Tribal
people irrespective of any other personal views.

5. That there shall be a Statutory Cabinet id the
Centre and the Provinces where the number sof the
Tribal members shall be proportionate to théir num-
bers in the Legislatures. : '

6. That the Tribal people should hive & sufficient
share in the enjoyment and application.of any money
which may be provided out of public funds byrihe
State, Local, Urban or Rura] budgets for cducational
religious, or charitable purposes, so.that these baclk-
ward Tribal people may progress towards gqual adva-
ncement with other communities, as speedily
possible. - .8 ;

as

7. That the Tribal people must be ensured of
adequate facilities for instruction in their: educational
institutions through the medium of their own verna-
cular, especially in the Primary Stage : :

= T Sl

(7)

8. That there should be sufficient provisions tjo
ensure that the Teibal people get their due sdhdx;e.m
111 public Offices, Trades, Commerce, and Industiries
a ' ‘

i i ation.
ordingto, their popula . :
it 9 éThat sufficient Statutory provisions may {:)e
mad€ to ensure full protection to the lands of the

- Tribal people,so that, it may not be encroached upon

or exploited by other Non-Tribal communities 'f;;;:il
furthen.to ensure that s_p_ﬁ’icien.t lan%stgéa§r?§a?1§8v;p}e
he future expansion o | e.
82 ﬂ;{?] f;;;t the Tribal members of .t_he Cabn};t‘b;
the Centre or Provinces togather with thte ; r‘;ith
members of the Legislatures may | ‘?e ent;us refe i
full powers to see that the provisions o sa lg cara
made in the Constitutions for the Tribal people are
EHﬁCtllrf:' That as the Tribal peop]e generally -cairl}:
arms for their protection in tdhe i:lllly t;z}z}gilznseju?;b;
: ‘e they mainly reside, there
;;Ziq;s\i:fs[ (inudgas to a};low the 'Tr-ibal people to keep
and bear arms without any I?fot['iCilOﬁS. o x
We, the signatories to this memorandu'm, \r e
is the ap'provcd memorandum of the Ir;lam?iI ;mrf)erg
prople of Assam, as a whole request all t f:b ) !.,’}f- th.e
::)f the Constituent Assembly and the Mem 161:1;}0 e
| Advisory Committee to give a most symp;t },f i
careful consideration to the above demands (-J.GUC.;E
Tribal people of Assam Plains, and . furtl'}ler 11?; th.e
that sufficient safeguards are made by ”CT;.H o
Constitutions of Free India and Assam, so thal,



(8)

Tribal people of the p lains of Assam ¢
and live a free, h

1.

can feel
appy and contented life.

Sd. Satish Cimndra Basumdtdry :

Secretary, Assam P] lains Tr;ba] Ltdi’ll
2 Sd Karka Chandra Doley, M. L. A, (Assam)
member working Co

_ : League

3+ 8d P M: Sarwan M. A ML A Indaan Chrisii:
: i PreSIdent Te
4. Sd B. K J. Sarwan. M. L. AL Assam ) Tea

.Garden Trlbe%

5: Sd Samson sing Enotl Secretary,

KARBI AE DURBAR (Mikir Jatiya Mahasabha)
6. . Sd. Aniram B:

asumatary, Presadcnt All Kachari.

Association, Assapy
Ex-President and
¢ of Motok Moran League, Assam.

7. Sd. Ldnl\eswa: Goham
Replesent atiy

Dated, Shillong, _
the 20th March, 1947,

By direction, copy forwarded to— -

AL I .
e tEsEcves bra sy

- for necessary action,

General Secreiary,
Assam Plains Tribal League,
Pty Sherfanguri.
Goalpara, Assam.

a Garden Tribes.

Secure
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