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Bcdoe- Kachharis and their Cultuare

(The following are the contents of Rupnath
Brahma’s broadcast from the Shillong - Gauhati stationmn of
All India Radio when he was the Forest Minister of Assam.

Collected by Shri Govinda Brahma).

Editor.

The Boros of the Goalpara district, the Meches of
theNorth East Bengal and the Kacharis of other parts of
Assam including the North Cachar Hills and plains Cachar
are quite identical people. The Tipras of Tippera are also
very closely allied to them. Linguistically, physically and
culturally these Tipras have a very close affinity with the
Kacharis. All these people are commonly called as Bodos.
It has been ascertained by the recent research by Dr. S.
Chatterjee in his valuable work, “ Kirate Jana - Kirti,” that
from mnorth east Bengal and Assam in the mnorth , the Bodo
domination and iNnfluence extended beyond Cachar and
Tippera up to Sylhet and Comilla in the south. These Bodo
people are still found in the north east Bengal and in all
pPpart of modermn Assam. In Assam Valley proper they are
predominantly found in the submountain areas ormn both

banks of the Brahmaputra river. »
It is Nmot possible to give even a skeleton sketch
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about these great people and their achievements with
the very limited time allotted to me. | am therefore, not
going to enter into the details as to who these people
were and what they did in Assam in the pre-historic and
pre'Ahom time. This much | can say that a new chapter
will be opened in the history of Assam and north east
India if the true facts can be broutht to light by a true and
unbiased research work on these people and their culture.
In the Plains portion these Bodo people can be said to be
the earliest Indo Mongloid inhabitants in Assam. It is a
fact that till the advance of the powerful Ahom, these Bodo
people were the most dominant people in Assam with
their high state of culture and civilization and exercised
sovereignty in diferent places by different names
throughout Assam. The Bodo Kacharis were the strongest
power to give the strongest resistance to the Ahoms when
they invaded Assam. The unique ruins at Dimapur and
its neighbouring places in Nowgong and Mikir Hills,
Khaspur, Kirtipur and many other places, the names of
rivers, rivulets and the culture which they have still retained
clearly and conclusively indicate what a tremendous and
lasting influence these Bodo Kacharis people exerted all
over the north east Bengal and Assam right up to Tippera
and Sylhet. The rivers Dihang, Dibung, Diru, Disang,
Dikhow, Dhansiri, and Belsiri which are pregnent with
meanings are still flowing with Bodo names.
Let me analyse some of these names “Di” means
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water and “bung” means superfluity. Dubung therefore
means superfluity of water of voluminous water. Dihang
means river or water which flows down violently without
caring for obstruction. Disang means the river or water
which easily gets overflooded. Dikhow means reservoir
of water of deep water. The Boros call the Brahmaputra
river as"'_BuIIung - Butthar” which means gorgeous and
wavy onrush of water. Belsiri, Dhansiri and Sonasiri are
the mythological heroines of the Boro mythology. It may
be mentioned here that the suffixes ti, siri and mali are
used by the Boro after the female names.. Gongati,
Belsiri, Sar_mali are some of the common names of Boro
females. A close study of culture, civilizatin and social
structure of these Boro people will clearly convince us
that they attuned a distinct state of civilization and culture
long before the coming of the Ahoms into Assam. It is
evident that the peculiar culture and civilization of the
Indo Aryan and Indo Mongoloid Bodo people.. '
The Boros aredivided into:several clans of which:
Narjari (priestly class) Basumatari (landlord class),
Swargiari (heaven by folk), Daimari (river folk) are the
main. They live in the villages in the plains. They have
their own society which is on a sound structure. Formerly
they used to settle their disputes among themeselves by
village elders. Certain number of village were under
“Gara” or headman whom they used to call “Gamini-
Gara” that is headman of the villages. The moral is very
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high, specially chastity of the womenfolk is maintained
with the highest esteem. >

Agriculture, sericulture and weaving are the main
occupation of the people. Among the indigenous people
they are undoubtedly the best agriculturists in Assam.
They have a great skill in placing dams and cutting
irrigational canals for carrying water to their paddy fields.
The knowledge and skill in P.W.D. an irrigation works have
been very highly spoken of by the western writers. The
Boro women are expert weavers and spinners. They have
their own colourful designs which are most vigorious and
attractive. They have special technique of weaving. Lady
Hydari, while visiting the plains tribal Boro area in the
northern part of the district of Goalpara with the late Sir
Akbar Hydari, remarked: “These exhibit of cloth of different
designs which | have seen to-day are the best specimen
| have ever seen in India and abroad”. '

Their music and dances are very scientific and
graceful. They have their musical instruments which are
called (1) Kham (drum). (2) Siphoong (flute), (3) Serza
(saronga), (4) Bingi (Bina), etc. Their dances with musical
instruments are very highly commendable. In their national
festival which is generally held in the month of Agrahayan
the female dancer who is called Deodhai dances with
sword and shield. There Boro people are also very rich in
folk tales and mythological stories. It will be great thing if
these folk tales and mythological stories can be coliected.
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Many of those Boro- Kachari people have adopted
the Hindu religion while majority of them have still retained
their original form of worship. They also worship sun and
fire though Bathau Barai or Bura Bathau is worshipped
by them as their supreme Lord. This Bathau Barai or Bura
Bathau is no other than Lord Siva. There are also some
other gods and goddesses such as goddess of wealth
goddess of household etc. In the district of Goalpara the
educated and respectable section of them have adopted
a form of Vedic religion which was progated by the great
Parawahausa, Srimat Sivnarayan Swami and preached
among them by their Guru, the late Srimat Kalicharan
Brahma who hailed from the Goalpara district. The first
awakening came to these people in the district of Goalpara
after the preaching of new Vedic religion by the aforesaid
Guru, the late Kalicharan Brahma.

This is a rough idea in short that | have given about
the Boro Kachari people. Time has come now to carry on

research work on these great and interesting people and
their culture.
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“Itis evident that Kachari or Bodo sovereignty was ex-

ercised in Assam in dfferent ages in different names and in dif-
ferent places.

* * * * *

* * * * *

The Kacharis or Bodos all of whom are now living un-
der British authority have initiated movements for the unifica-

tion of the race. Bodo conferences are a common feature of the
political and cultural life of Assam.”

Dr. SK. Bhuya
(Kachari Buranjee)

*Of the three strong tribes who long held dominion in
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different partsof upper Assam the earliest to arrive in the coun-
try is surmised to have been the Kacharis whose orginal habi-
tat is believed to have been along the foot of the Darjeeling
Hills and the marang tract which was known to the Nepalese
as the Kachha country. These then travelled east and crossed
the Brahmaputra settling in what is now the Nowgaon district
between Jorhat and Gaugati. Spreading from these they popu-
lated the Dhansiri and Kopili Valleys and all eastern Assam
eventually crossing the Southern Hills and occupaying the

present district of Cachar.

Of all the ruins in Assam that have excited the interest
of Archaeological savants the old fort at Dimapur stands pre-
eminently first which was up to the middle of the 16th century
the capital of the Kachari people. They are unique of their kind
in Asia Rk The extensive region **¥¥*¥*¥¥k¥*¥ jq
~ known to cover ground at one time owned by the strong Kachari
clans in a high state of civilisation with their capital at Dimapur
on the Dhansiri river.”

Colonel Shakespear.
* (History of Upper Assam & N.E.F Fronter)
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* In Aassam proper the Hindus call them Kacharis, in
Bengal they are Known as Meches. Their owﬁ name: for their
race is- Boro or Bodo. *This comm in Bodo speech was till
within a few years ago the language of the kaches; the domi-
nant and ruling tribe in the great Koch kingdom ******** the
language which extended from the Himalayas to the Bay of
Bengal was Koch or Bodo language and the mass of the people
must have been of Bodo orgin. In the Brahmaputra Valley these.
Bodos have survived in the midst of Hindu and Shan invaders
and settlers. The common people in Assam, the rustic Hindus
of the Brahmaputra Valley are in temperament and hab1ts very
like the cheerful and snnlmg Bodo folk.”

J.D. Anderson.
(Introduction, The Kachoris.)
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“They are undoubtedly found well outside the limits of
modern polotical Assam i.e. in North East Bengal Koch Behar
Etc, aﬁd also in Hill Tippera where the language of the people
give decisive evidence that they are of Bodo Stock. To these
may be added one or two smaller communities e.g. the Morans
and the Chutiyas in upper Assam whose language would seem
to prove them to be closely akin to the Kachari (Bodo ) race .
Under the name of Chutiya that had established a powerful king-
dom in the eastern corner of the province, the seat of the Gov-
ernment being at or near the modern Sadiya When as a result of
the struggle the defeated race withdrew first to Dimapur and
afterwards to Maibong it is not likely that the great body of the
Chutiyas (Kacharis) which remained in the rich valley of Assam
came to terms with their conquerors (the Ahoms) and gradually
became amalgamated with them such as Saxons, Danes
Normans etc.

* * * * * *

* * * *® * %

~ Agricultrue is still the great industry of the Kacharis
both the hot weather and cold season varieties of rice being
largely cultivated, especially the latter. The people are espe-
cially skilful in the construction of irrigation canals and earth
work embankments for diverting water from river beds into their
rice fields. It wil be obvious that the Kacharis have a highly

JO S RIS SEe s s e s e e e ]
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efficicnt and very inexpensive “Public Works Department” of
their own and vigorous efforts of self- help of this character
would seem to be worthy of high commendation and hearty
support. One of the chief industries, a very profitable one among
the Kacharis, is that of the culture of the silkworm known as
Eri and the manufacture of the Eri cloth.

It is pleasing to be able to say that among them are to be
found many simple virtues of great price i.e. honesty truthful-
ness and a general trust-worthiness deserving of all honour .
The releations of the sexes too are on the whole of a very sound
and wholesome character far more so. probably than in many
countries boasting of a Bigher civilisation.

The standard of chastity among the Kacharis, both men
and women, is by no means a low one . A wholesome respect
for chastity is maintained and Kachari domestic life is kept com-
paratively pure.

#* * * *

On the whole it may perhaps be safely said that the so-
cial and domestic life of the Kacharis is not without its pleas-
ing and satisfactory features. It is probably for the most part far
sounder and more wholesome than the life of great cities whether
in Asia or Europe.”

Rev. S. Endles.
(The Kacharis.)

“ They (The Kacharis) are indentical with the people
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called Mech in Goalpara and North Bengal. These are the names
given to’ them by ‘outsiders. In‘the Brahmaputra Valleys the
Kacharnscall themselves Bodo or Bodofisa (sons of the Bodo).
In'the-North Kachar they call themselves Dimasa . Having re-
gard to'their wide distribution and to the extent of country over
which Bodo language of a very uniform type are still current it
seems not impossible that at-one time the major part of Assam
and North'East Bengal formed a great Bodo Kingdom and that
somé at least of the Kings menationed ‘n the old copper plate
inscriptions belongéd to the kachari or some closely allied tribe.
The'wide'extent and long duration of Bodo dominion is shown
by frequent occurrence of the prefix di or ti the Bodo word for
water in the river names of the Brahmaputra Valley. In some
‘cases- the old name is disappearing as in the case of the
Brahmaputra which in early days of Ahom rule was known as
the ‘Tila> and ‘the Tista Though its first sylable is clearly the
Bodo di or ti is regarded by the Hindus as a corruption of
thrishna or trisrota “three springs”.
EA. Gait.
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