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Do No. F. 15 (19). P/40 Ministry of States

New Delhi
the 30th August 1949

My Dear Maharaja Sahib,

In connection with the Agreement comcluded between " the Governor-General of India
and your Highness for the integration of Cooch-Behar state ‘you Highness raised certain points
On 28/8/1949 with the Govenment of India have considered them and accept the following
arrangement, -

I. Itis the intention of the Government of India to administer for the present the territories
of the Cooh-Behar state as a Centrally administered area under 2 chief Commissioner.

2. All Contructs and agreements entered by your Highness bofore the date on which the
administration is made over to the Government of India, will be honoured except in so for as

any of these confracts, or agereements is either repugnant to the previous of any law made
applicrble to the state'or inccnsistent with general policy of the Government.

-

3. The allowances “at‘present drawn by Her Highness the Rajmata will be
continued for her life \time’and will be paid out of the revenues of the state. Your Highness

brother and other members of the Ruling Family will also be paid allowance from the revenus
of the state as _per list attached.

4, The responeibility for the Coch-Behar state Forces will be taken over by the Govern—
me t of Tndia from 12th September, 1919. If these forces are dishanded or any of thc men

discharged they will receive the pension or gratuity or compensation to wkich they may be entittled
under the rules of the state. T

5. Adequate guards will be provided for the prbtecti'on of your highness person and palace,

6. No land or building being your Highness private property shall be requisitioned or
acquired without your consent and without payment of full compensation.




7. Electricity from the state power house for the main residence of your highness and family
within the state will be provided at the fixed rate in existence immediatly before the transfer of

administration to government of India. Water supply will be provided free of charge to the main
palaec of your highness and family within the state.-

8. The management of the temples and debutter properties in the state may be entrusted to a
trust which shall consist of your highness as president 3(Three) nominees of your highness and two

(2) nominees of Government. This Trust will be in charge of all Temples in the state and wiil
also administer and properties of the Temples both inside and out side’the statc. In the event of

the abolition of the Zamindaris which are Debutter property Government will ensure that the
trust has adequate resources to fulfil its objcct.

9. Your Highnees may create a Trust for the marriage of the son and daughter of Isharani of
Cooch Behar with acorpus of Rs, 1lakh, The Trustees will be bedidey Your Hlohncss
Their Highness of Jaipur and Dewas Junior.

10. The Civil List Reserve Fund of Rs. 10,,60, 900 shall.be your Highness Private property
and shall be held by your Highness in trust for meeting expenditure in connection with yours
Highness marriage or special repairs to the Palace and any unforeseen expenditure.

11. The administration of the Maharajkumar \Trust Fund with a corpus of Rs. 4, 86,000 shall be

formally vested in a Trust of whichgyour, Highness and their Highness oi Jaipur Dewas junior
shall be trustees.

12. Your Highness will bewentitled to hold customary Durbars and troops present at the
capital will take past in thé Dasserah and other celebrations.

13.  Your Highness will retain your present rank in the Indian Army.

14, Government w1ll endeavour/to associate the name ‘Narayan’ wrth the Cooch-Behar
state Forces even after thelr absorption in the Inian Army.

The Ministry of State has issued a Memorandum on the privileges and dignities which has

been finalised in COHSllltatiOIl w th the Rajpramukhe of Union and other states. Your Highness

will see that the Memorundum deals adequately with the various suggestious made by the rulers
from time to time regarding their rights and privilegres,
With kinds regards,

Licutenant-Colonel Highness
Maharaja Sir Jagaddipendra Narayan \
Bhup Bahadur, K C1T V. P. MENON
Mabharaja of Cooch Behar,
Cooch Behar, (Bengal)

Yours sincerely,
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On this so[emn occassion which marks the end of long and happy assocition, :my mother and I
sent you our very best wishes, my beloved people, wherever we.may be; we shall never forget

you, your loyalty, and your devotion, we hope you will always maintain the peace, good will and
harmony which has been our common heritage.

We shall alwiys watch with kezn interest your'moral and material welfare and always pray for
your happiness and prosperity. '

May God Almighty bless you all.
Jagaddipendra Narayan Bhup
Bahadur— 12-9-1949
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Table III

Territory of INDIA
(A) As in the Original Constitution (1949)

UNION
[
I ) | | |
States in Part A States in Part B States in Part C  Territories in
1) Assam 1) Hyderabad 1) Ajmir Part C
2) Bihar 2) Jammu ard 2) Bhopal 1) The Anda-
3) Bompay Kashmir 3) Bilaspur man and
4) Madha Pradesh 3) Madhya Bharat 4) Coech-Behar Nicobar
5) Madrass 4) Mysore 5) Coorg Island
6) Orissa 5) Patiala and 2) Aequired
7) Punjab East Punjab _+* _ Territories
8) The United . '
Provinces

9) West Bengal
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Form Minister, Home Camp-Biraia House
To Sri Nanjappa Malabar Hill
Chief Commissioner of Cooch behar. Bombay, 11th Sept 1949

On the handing over of Cooch behar to Central administration I send to its people my
best wishes and assurance on behalf of the Govt. of India that through far, their interest wel-
fare will claim our close and intimate attention, [ am fully aware of the many prob'ems,

- political aud economical which effect the srate and T am confident that with their co-operatis
on and assistance we would succed in solving them in the best interest of the state and the
country for their happiness and prosperity, unity and mutual adjustment between the constitu-

ent elements of the population are essenttal pre:requisites without this such resources and
personnel as we may be able to spare for them would avail little,




I hope therefore, that the people of Cooch behar will work with single mindedness and
devotion to duty as a united team for their own betterment and to achieve their place in the
political and administrative set-up of India,

To accept transfer of territory from a ruleris no small responsibility which we feel on
this occasion. To give up sovereignty over trritory is no mean sacrifice. I am grateful to
him for the spirit of accommodation and understanding which he has displayed and the
prompt manner which he accepted our advice.

May he and his people be happy prosperous under the new dispensetion which is being

+ ¢ inagurated to day. _
i Sé/-Sardar Vallabhvni Patel
' Home Minister of India.’,

(Taken form Patel’s correspondences 1945-55 Compiled by .Durga Dés, Yol No. 7
' page No.—553)
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. ( The Statesman

Thurday May 15, 1969
Page— 5)
RULE ISSUE ON GOVERMENT

On an application moved by Mr. Sidhartha Ray, on b.half of the Maharaja of Cooch Behar.

~Mr. J. N, Bhup Bahadur, Mr. Justice S. C. Ghose of the Calcutta High Court issued a rule upon

the Revenue Officer, “C” Camp. Chooh Behar, the State ‘of West. Bengal and others

to show cause why the order dated April 16, 1969, passed’ by the Revenue Officer shonld not
cancelled and set aside. : !

His Lordship granted on an-interim injunetion 'restrasining the fespondents from taking
Possession of the personal proparties of the Maharaja or from ‘giving effect to the impugnod
notices issued by the Juoior Land Reforms Officer till-the disposal of the rule.

His Loriship also stayed the operation, of the order dated April 25, 1969 whereby the
protection granted by the agreement between the Maharaja and the Governor -Geneial of
India and by the Article 362 of the Constituition was cancelled. All the notices issued regarding
taking of poncasion of the land ware also stayed.

Mr. Ray submitted that the ‘motice were bad in low and ultravires the provisions of the
west Bengal Estate AcquiSition Act, 1953 as the Maharaja could dot be called intermediary
with in the meaning of the Act and the properties of the Maharaja could not be called an “estate”

Mr. Ray further contened that a/ more change of opinion of the Govgrnment was no

ground for revision of'an entry under section 44 (2a) of the Act. Thc section was void on the
ground of execssive delegation of power, he said it was also contended that the land was
protected under Article 362 and in any event sec. 44 (2a) did not confer jurisdction on a Court
to dicide any disput arising from the Cooch behar Marger agreement dated June 28, 1949 in
view of Article 360 of the Constitution.

The West Bengal Goverment intended to take over about 16.000 bighas of land, including -

400 bighas atteched to the palace from the Maharaja allowing him to return about 135 bighas.
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" ( The Statesman

Thurday May 15, 1969
Page— 95)
RULE ISSUE ON GOVERMENT

On an application moved by Mr. Sidhartha Ray, on b.half of the Maharaja of Cooch Behar.

~Mr. J. N, Bhup Bahadur, Mr. Justice S. C. Ghose of the Calcutta High Court issued a rule upon

the Revenue Officer, “C” Camp. Chooh Behar, the State of West _Rengal and others

to show cause why the order dated April 16, 1969, passed by the Revenue Officer shonld not
cancelled and set aside. '

His Lordship granted on an-interim injunetion, restrasining the respondents from taking
Possession of the personal proparties of the Maharaja or from  giving effect to the impugnod
notices issued by the Juoior Land Reforms Officertill the disposal of the rule.

His Loriship also stayed the operation of the order dated April 25, 1969 whereby the
protection granted by the agreement betweeq_cthe Maharaja and the Governor -Geneial of
India and by the Article 362 of the Constitution was_cancelled. All the notices issued regarding
taking of poncasion of the land ware also stayed.

Mr. Ray submitted that the notice were bad in low and ultravires the provisions of the
west Bengal Estate Acgquisition Act,)1953/as the Maharaja could dot be called intermediary
with in the meaning of the Act and the properties of the Maharaja could not be called an “estate”

Mr. Ray further, contened thata more change of opinion .of the Government was no

ground for revision of anentry under section 44 (2a) of the Act. Thc section was void on the
ground of execssive delegation of power, he said it was also contended that the land was
protected under Article 362 and in any event sec. 44 (22) did not confer jurisdction ona Court
to dicide any, disput arising from the Cooch behar Marger agreement dated June 28, 1949 in
view of Article 360 of the Constitution.

The West Bengal Goverment intended to take over about 16.000 bighas of land, including -
400 bighas atteched to the palace from the Maharaja allowing him to return about 135 bighas.
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