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according to the wishes of the people (Pattel’s

correspondences Vol No.-8 Page No.-413)
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1) Sardar Patel's Corresponds Vol. 8 Page No. 517
Deradun 26 Jun 1949

My Dear Katju,
' Thank you for your letter of 23rd Jun 1949,

I am glad to know your views on question of Koch Bihar

from all evidence, Independence as well as otherwish it

geems that merger with West Bengal is. locally

unpopular. It is difficult problem and we will have to

think hard about it. Least we should provoke unpleasant |

local situation.
Sardar Vallabhvai Patel

2) S»8x F SIS AYTAIGT  S8RFETE  (ARS
TS @E BrTer siver rEar afwers- "The
question of merger of Koch Bihar would Be decided
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His Lordship also stayed the
operation of the order dated April, 25 , 1969 where by the
protection granted by the agreement between Maharaja
and the Govemnor-General of India and by the article 362
of the constitution was cancelled . all the notice issued
regarding taking of position of the land ware also stayed .
S ' Mr. Ray submitted that the
* ‘notice were bat in low and ultravires the provision of the

West Bengal Estate Acquisition Act, - 1953 as the
' Maharaja could not be called mintermediary” within the
meaning of the Act and the properties of then Maharaja
" could not be called on "Estate”. _ Ly
" Mr. Ray further contended
 that a mere change of opinion of the Government was 1o
-ground for revision of an entry under seotion 44(2a) of
' the Act . The Seoeﬁonwasvoidonﬂaegroundof
excessive delegation of power, he said it was also
contended that the land was protected under article 362
and in any event Sec. 44(23) did not confer jurisdiction
on a court to decide any dispute arising from the-Cooch
Behar Merger agreement
article 369 of the constitution .

The West Bengal Government
intended to take over about 15,000 bighas of land,
inctuding 400 bighas attached to the Palaces from the
Maharaja allowing him to return about 135 bighas .

Collected by L. Burman on dated 28-11-1996.
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- MINISTRY OF STATES '
& : NEW DELHI

The 30tk August, 1949.
 \Y DEAR MAHARAJA SAHIE,

! ; 3 1 :
In connection with the Agreement concluded between

p———— —
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Sy
] T i Ende N ous Highness ‘ot i (7) Elecrricity from the State Power House for the main
the Governor-General “of In ts‘ Y Higl raised residence of Your Highness and family within the State will
. x ) tate nur 1ghness
integration of Cooch Behar be provided at_thefixed rate in existence immediately before
i s for clarification i the Government of India have & R . . ) .
certain points ior Clatis he following arrangements :— the transfer of administration: to  Government of India.
. ‘ t the 1OLO = . . . i Wit e
considered them and acc?P R e o - Water sapply; will be proevided " free of - chargei toiithe maini;
, SR  of the ‘
(1):+Iu isithe: intention.o : Pal f Your Highness and family: within ? eisubs
a.d J ister for .thla:brescnt;tl‘c' tgrr.h:orie's : GE th.e C()Oléh Behat alace o ._1;,1_ g $ b 2 b | 1 the'.sltﬁte.t | i. E
Vg Ymini : cunder. . a Chief (8) The °~m#nagemeént of ' ‘the ' temples “and Debutter =/~
State as a ' Centrally-pdministered ;, area under :

o b -! o
Commissioner. . . e A1 Bl B

Dikr properties in the State may be entrusted to a Trust which
(2) All contracts and ‘égweg;xgé,ng;-ggte‘;gd into by Your ‘ shall consisr" ﬁf.”"Your'-Highfiﬁés‘ég _Présidizn‘t'; STIHbmi.neés of B
B .:.E | h‘l.,“h;,_ d"-t‘; on _.which the administration is made & Your Highnessand 2 nbr’hi'ﬁgéé ! @‘E‘J‘vaéi:nmenf.' 'This"’l" TUst
Hlighosen JERTRG ¢ "'E"L dia will be honoured gxcept in will be in chatge 6f'all temples in: the State and will alss
, ndia Wik - »

over £o:3 Gme_r?memj 0 outra:;:ts or agreements.is. cither l administer the’ ‘properties of the ‘temples both inside and"
2;:1{:3;::1 :: ih: 1;1-'::::0; oﬂany-taw nﬁ,;:ié_lalppli-c_able to the outside the “Btate!: In the ‘evnt “of ~che' “abolition of the !

S inconsistent . with the seneral policy of the Govern: zamindaris which are' Debutier ptoperty’ Government will
tate Or Inc ! At : :

; ensure that the Trust has adequate resources to fulfil its
ment. : ‘ -

i object.

(3) The allowances at present drawn by Her Highness i

o 4l be continued for her life time and will be (9)  Your Highness may create a Trust for the marriage
the Rajmata w 2z .

‘d ¢ the revenues of the State. Your Highness' brother of the son and daughter of Isharani of Cooch Behar with a
paid out oL th :

d other members of the Ruling Farhily will also be paid corpus of Rs. 1 lakh. The Trustees will be besides Your
and other m s
allowance from the revenues of the State as per list attached:

(4) The responsibility for the. Cooch Behar State Forces.

will be taken over by the Government of India from 12th

Highness, Their Highnesses of Jaipur and Dewas Junior.

; {10) The Civil List Reserve Fund of Rs. 10,60,900 shall

| be Your Highness’ private property and shall be held by Your
September, 1949, If these forces are disbnnfled or any f?f the ko Highness in Trust for meeting expenditure in connection
nen discharged they will rqceivé the pension or gratuity or | | with Your Highness' marriage or special repairs to the Palace
mpensation to which they may be entitled under the rules } i
co - : '

of the State. -] ! i (11) The administra.tioﬁ of the Mahamjkumar Trusc

(5) Adequate gua_rds will be provided for P aract | Fund with a corpus of Rs. 4,86,900 shall be formally vested
in a Trust of which Your Highness and Their Highnesses of
Jaipur and Dewas Junior shall be trustees.

of Your Highness' person and palace. A
(6) No land or building being Your Highness' private
property shall be requisition do : acquired without your

£ full pensation ; (12) Your Highness will be entitled to hold customary
ithout t of rull com < 3 . H
consent an_d l.thUut paymen

" and any unforeseen expenditure.
l
|
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. Durbars and troops presenr ab the capigal will take pare Ih

the Dasserah .md other celebrations.

(13) Your Highness will retain your present rank in the

Indian Army.

s
(14) Government will endeavour to associate the name

‘Narayan with the Cooch Behar State Forces even after their
absorption in the Indian Army,

2. The Ministry of States has issucd a Memorandum on

the privileges and dignities whick has besn finalised in

'consu!ta:i‘cm with the Rajpramukhs of Unions and other -

States.  Your Highness will see that the Memorandum deals
adequately wu:H the various suggestions made by the Ruler.

from time to time regarding their rights and privileges.

With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,

V. P. MENON.

Lieutenant-Colonel His Highness
Maharaja Sir Jagaddipendra Narayan

Bhup Bahadur, K. C. I E
Maharaja of Cooch Behar, :
Cooch Behar, ( Bengal ).
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-eight lacs fifty. thomand free. of all

msﬁrﬁa—?mr U s Gt o

AGREEMENT MADE THIS Twentyeighth day of August
1949 between the Governor General of India and His Highness
the Maharaja of Cooch Behar

"WHEREAS in the best interests of the State of Cooch
Behar as well'as.ofithe Dominion of India - it is desirable to
provide for the adri;inistre;tiqu of the said-State by or. under

the authority of the Dominion Government: =

IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS Soh
ARTICLE 1'

His H:ghness the Mab,araja of Cooch Behar hereby cedes
to the:Dominion: Government full ‘and exclusive authority,
yarisdiction and powers for and in relation to the governance
of the State and agrees to transfer the administration of the
State”to the Dominion - Government on the 12th day of
September 1949 ( hereinafter referred to as ‘the caid day’ ).

As from the said day the Dominion Government will be
competent to exercise the said powers, authority and jurisdic-

tion in such manner and through such agency as it may

think ﬁt

ARTICLE H

High nghness the Maha:a]a shall continue to_ enjoy Lh{:
same personal rights, prwﬂeges, dignities and ~ titles which e
would have enjoyed bad this agreement not been made.

ARTICLE 1.

His: Pbghne.ss the Mahara]a sLall with effect from the said
day be entitled to recelve for-his life: txmc from the rev enues .
of the State annually for his Privy" Purse. the sum of Rupees
taxes. After him. the
p“V}‘l Purse will be fixed at Rupees seven lacs only. This

-
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amount is intended to cover all the expenses of the Ruler an:

his family, including expenses on account of his personal staff,

maintenance of his residences, marriages and othe - ceremonies
cte. and will neither be mcrcaﬁed nor reduced for ny redson
whatsoever. . :

The Governnient of India undertakes that the said sum of
Rupées eight lacs fifty thousand shall be paid to His Highness
the Maharaja in four cqu"nl instalments in advance at the

béginning of each ¢ quarter from thc State treasury or at such

i'treasur‘y as may be specified by the Government of India.

ARTICLE V.

His nghnes't the Mahar'ua shall be cntltlcd to the full
ownership, use and enjoyment of all private properties { as

disrmc: from State properties:). belonging to him on che date

of this agreement.

His Highness the Maharaja will furnish to the Dominion
Government before the 15th September, 1949 an inventery of
all the immovable property, securities and cash balances held
by him as such private property.

If any dispute arises as to whether any 'itemof “property
is the private property of His Highness the Maharaja or State
property, it shall be referred 'to a judieial officer “qualified to

be appointed as a'High Court Judge, and the /decision of thar
g s

officer shall be final and binding on both parties.

ARTICLE_ V.

¥

All the members of His Hig;‘nness’ family shall be entitled
to all the personal privileges, dignities and titles enjoyed by
them whether within or outside the territories of the Statc,
immediately before the 15th day of August, 1947.

r—

CFTSTaRTs—3Tar ST ce ol L 3

by
'

ARTICLE VI, _
The Dominion Government guarantees the succession,
according to law and custom, to the gziddll'of,, 1{:hc State and
to His Highness theeMaharaja's personal rights, privileges,

dignities and gitles. _
~ 4 ARTICLE WVII.

 (TNA R 15

No_enquir‘y"sha;ll be made by * or 'ﬁndcr the agthority ‘of
the'Government of Thdia, ':fnd no rirbcecdings shall lie in .any
Qourt in Cooch Behary'a agamst Hls nglmess the Mabharaja,
.vhcther 1n a’pérsonal- C'{pacuy or otherwlse in respect of
anything done of omitted'to te. done by him or under his
authority'during the period 'of His: administration of that

Srate. 1 S et '
DS ARTIGLE. VI,

(1) The ép»:c;nment of India' heréby puarantees either
the continuance in service of permanent members of the
Public Services of Cooch Behar on conditions which will not
be less advantageous than those on which they were serving
before the date on which the administration of Cooch Behar
is made over to the Government of India or the payment of
reasonable compensatian.

(2) The Government of India further guarantees the
continuance of pensions and leave salaries sanctioned by His
Highness the Maharaja to servents of the State who hfnn,
retired or proceeded on leave preparatory to retlrcment
before the date on which the administration of Cooch Behar
1s made over to the Government of India.

ARTICLE - IX, |

Except with the p:eu:-:ms sanction of the Government of

Jnd:a no proceedings, civil and criminal, shall be instituted
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W) = 1¢ ¢xXeoution (Ji as a servent l the

ich dministration is made
State before the day on which thea

over to the Government of India.

io ] Pangunni Menon,
In confirmation whereaf Mr. Vapal Pang

Adviser to the Government of India in the Ministry of

States has appended his signature on behalf and with the

\

]![ TIL E T OVET I ra f II d a a tenant
cu (4] i Yy O hc G')\"- no Genc 1 (8] 1adr nd L[Bu c
€

Colonel His Highness Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan BhuT:a
‘iahadur, Maharaja of Coocli Behar has appended his

signature on behalf of himself, his heirs and successors.

JAGADDIPENDRA NARAYAN,
Maharaja of Cooch Behar.
V. P. MENON,
Adviser to the Government of India.
Ministry of States.

P

SlIed TH-SHRRE] CR TG 34T ﬁfﬁ:z za?sriz “I1Ba 533 )
GBTT 283 H wE SIERS1T cﬁsﬁ/m m&ﬂ IGY}‘;T'IYJ:!
s, < fe. 9. S ¥ g q‘%«mm mﬁmt
o 15fRRiean AR S a1 '-wi‘l-_awrczsl:s:_aricai izrm
Ted wy e Alfaz w9l fBe wfqren m'zfg _.‘vn'«:jf’m a&r;::é:
@TofiRitas o VLS e RTEC, at._!gi‘:nw ﬁmmf- =%
TR Xwite At wfrs 410e G fz_-;mr ST AgETal amaz
GUTE @33 18 NEmAE A7 (CHaSId ACaTeal S5 1 % 1

-,\;:;\‘ W ﬁﬁgi_

A}

. oA ol SECNY o, . 3 ﬁm;!.
. “IEa (T, 230 GTAsiicas TH0T (1 wieew 8 st

—

SLAnCes, dopt a et metn.

Aw® papge g,

o tSee page 3)

i How Cooch Behar was mexged with Bengal

. 1
Uehar State Praja Congress (later khown as

B ll_s'.l\fil}‘.ltuw-'u')'
*" GUWAHATL, June 10— Couch Belar was

i alterabout four niouts of Machiaveljlan ex-
“erases. Th

00¢h Behar Merger Agreement, 19490
s Agreement was signed be tween fhe

“wed thade a Chjef Comagissioner's province
. oWitheffest fram Sepietuber 12, 1949,

34 8incé June, 1948010 issue of merger of

Cooch Behar €ither with Assaim or \West

‘Bengal became 2 subject of "heated contro.

Der = Aleger of Cooch Belag
Use Differeriges of the Fivgg
aaicr! of Asidm and st Bengal T
[Per was preseated at the Naugcn

=g .

inar

India?, u;
s erged with West Bengal on January 1, 1950. cil of Histerical Research(IC
i thi-East Regional Centre, Gu-

¢ eostwhile princely State was ine_sivahat, ;
tegrated with the Indian Union, under the. Marel 12, 2008
E +1:0n June 20, 1949,
lie on bei
; sevemnor General of India zng Maharaja® the for
;Jaqudipcndranmyaua Bhup Bahadur of the Pr
£CouchBehar Subsequenty thepriticcly State. aryyasaiy.
10 his GO ication
v52id that be liadconsy)
gress Committee and jis Werking Commit-
ledon thedssue, The Congre
State hai
"Yeroy”, said Sri PR Ohauaclaryya in lis pa- . thabthe peuple of the St
: A Cuse sindy of merger of Cuali B
63 0 e Corm Ayided the people of

LTI

on “"Sources of the Histers of Nurth-East
suaused jumntly by use Indiag Couns
Jy Mew Dyl-

L witha

Y

—_——

L (Cont (:c::gu.\::;g 1

h3e..", said the letter 25 quoted
by Sri Bhattacharyyg 5o,
The above 24 membérs of the
Collli Behar Legishative Counal
alsoadopled3 resolution, oppos-
"Matusrger of Cooch Bebar with
West Uenzal, 15 stated. by the
diien Chiel Minister of Cooch
Behar 118 Mahesyvarizs': t.n
- But, in'the meantime, the In-
telligence Depariment'of Copch
Uehiar'was reorganised without
Uiz knowledge of the Adviser of
Coocl Behar State - esthe Gov,
emor.of Assam, This ereated'a
gapolunderstanding between S
Maheswariand the Adviser

The then Joing Secretary AB
Clisttegee submitted a feportto
the Ministry of States on the af-
faivs in Cooch Belar, which a-
leged manocuvies by Maheswar
loensure sweeping electoral vie-
tory for Hitasadhini Sabha. .

Italso maintained, *Cocel Be-
{ [T has had more entirely with
M iengal than Assam inthe past.

" s

‘How Cooch Behar...

dice w the people of Cooch Be- . s

merge Cooch Behar with West

Bl suigd Sai Bhattachasyya,

Lusguage of the Cooch le-
4 people is anly a direet dialoct
of Bengali, and Assamese js piac-
tically unknown in Cooch Belar,
* Meanwhile, the Intelligence
Braneh, New Delh L nsever-
Al reports described the popular
opinion in Cooch Belar fur 2
plebescite on the merger issue |,
as:ll‘akimnicunspimy. Amithe
Government of India Ly the end
Of 1940 (arvund Novetiler) cane
to the conclusivn that “the best
interests of the people of Couehy |
Dehor aud the country would be
served by its integration into e
province of West Bengal," ;
It was sevordingly decided 1o

Bengal with effoct from January
1, 1u30,

“Thus-at one suoke, that is,
wills e merger 6l Conett Bolhar
Wit Vieat Bengzl, Sapdar [atel
“Whe then Univn Hoine Minister)
avtenly put the anti-patonal fore-
3 of Couch Bebar to fight, bu
created a bealthy atmosplier e oy
pulitical situation n Vest Doy

i
JE Lt

three-day Programme siace
T
\

Uil Preinier of Agsany
g requested, sent “an extract frény

tightly letter dajed June 18, 1949”10
ime Minister of India, Sri Bhattach-

I Uie Assam Premior
ted the State's Con-

88 party of the
idopted aresalinion to the effeq
te would welcome 3
char with Assam, “pro=
Cooch Behar decided 1o
= du'se”, said the communication,

Sri Amanatulla A resident of Cooch .

{Hitasadhani Sablia) and o1

Sated Acgust 81949, 5010 "The

S d|Eer T
New Dellg,
cenlife peo-

#le of Cooch Behar (excluding Uieinticroscop-
ic Bengali element) are against {he mcrs;cr__'
of the State with West Bengal. Cooch Behar
(both Hindus and Muslits) urlike (he ben.
galis, have got pccufi.l.rclm:j«.:lutistic ol their
own. Their spoken languuge Rajlanshi dia-
lct - having greater alGnity with Assamese "
taanners and customs are simitar to those of
Assamese. there grew 3 niural tlislike for

Bengalizs aviong the Cooch letaris, -
“The geaeral election in Jure last clearly
vindieated the verdiy ol the preaple = when

21 seats vut of 25 had bewn con:
Cooch Behasis. One ser being v
Bangalee.. To cast 0ur ot with sy

ed Ly the
luredbya+
chaprove-

. . 3 N, .
Ince (i.e. West Bengal) will be 3 sheer injus.

(See page 4)+
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Secretary:

B .

To - -
The Home Minister . ' =
The Government of India o
New: Delhi.

Thr-oughr'ﬂ'n-'e.Chicf Commissioner (District Magistrate)

Cooch Behar
Sub : Prayer for penmissicn to form Caretaker Ministry for administration of the area of Grealer
. Cooch behar siate which is recognised as a® C' category state in the constitution of India

spoptedan26-dlon. 10400y tha (e rnrient of India as the Goyemment f West Bengal
_ilasine iegas jurisdiction to ru rafion o har Stale Consistiea of. .~

i | un administeasion @ver Cooch ben 7
celing. Jalpaiguri South & North Di@%ggo%ﬁar areas under Section 7(1)
dian Ingdependence Act 1947). e e

Respected Sir, £&

With due respect we on behalf of the Greater
e informed the then Primie Minister of India vied;x_:__l,j'r petition dated
\ar state with West Bengal on st January

A ] S o o 2%y . .
: gc’z_:\gg;i is fully illegal. unconstitutional
di;géiirions in more categorical way.-

0 &)
Cooch Behar people's Associa-

tion beg to informi you that
3th July 1995 thar the mergzr of the theén Cooch b

1950 by Dr. B.C. Roy the then Chief Minister of W
and initially void. w= informed this matter to#him by sa

¢ O Wi
The people of Cooch behar areas: I ]l as the people of greater Cooch Behar
now consist of the all areds of district of Ci och bc?‘i’ Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, North
of NorthBengal) raised their ice against this illegal Merger, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. the then Prime Minister of India. Sardar Ballabh Bhai Patel. the then Home
Minister of India knew this fact wery well, Even they /i Wormed Dr. B.C. Roy the then Chiel’
frey tuiiy urnabledo mergs Greater Coach Behar State with West
081949 & 30081949 made benween Sir

Vifnisier of West Bongalktoat i
o 20008 1948, i

ol =

in ut Cooch Beha :

areas (which
Dinajpur, South Dinaspur

Benaal as peragrecment BHE
Seadipendra Nasaun Maho
ntion ol the Goy ernnent ol India in said
1 is the intention ol the Government of
Behar state ascentrally adminis-

>

Pieie we like toguote in shortd

. “rile :
nclio 4o gdginistes tos the
rered area under Chiel Conmumissiones” .

Date...2..& /L2 )2 775





