“A.aldenga Rejected
Statehood Offer’

NEW DELHL, Jan. 24—The Cen- to the Assembly.
tre offered Mr Laldenga, leader of Sources have said this was. not
the now-outlawed WMizoram Nation- acceptable to the Centre as Briga-
al Front, statehood for what is dier T.- Saile, the Chief Minister,:
now a Union Territory. it became commands a elear majority in the
known today, reports PTIL. Mizoram-~Assembly.

The Centre, howpwer, Insisted UNI /adds : Mr Laldenga said in
that the Governor ff the pr d New Delhi yesterday that he
State of Mizorayn hape wold ‘like the Government to
honour its commitment. To.. send
him _back from where he was
hood was not aeégeptpable “picked up”. if the talks failed.
Laldenga, accordir Mr Ro hu- He ‘was picked up from West
ama, lndepcndent e mbex Germany on January 25, 1976 “on
X the assurance and condition” that
Mr L2 denga. he would be sent back.
two days ago with appeal from He had written a letter to Mrs:
the Mizoram Union Warty that the Gandhi requesting her to honour
offer be accepted by him in the in- her commitment., “I am walting
terest of peace ind WMizoram, the for her reply. \Iy passport is w1th
MUP is in the Qpposition in~ the her Govermment”. he said.

Mizoram Assembly. Mr Laldenga said that if he

Mr Rothuama said this eveming wanted to go back to Mizoram, he
that Mr Laldenga was also insist- would do so on his own. “I may
mg on the MNF forming an inte- be put in an army camp. My life
rim Government in’ the proposed will be in danger as war is on”. he
new State pending” fresh elections said o

Mr Rothuama me
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