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Froee Press News Service

NEW DELMI, Jan. 18: The talks
on Assam for a solution of the
foreigners lssue—the first ever in
which the opposition leaders ara
associated—began here today and
even after three and alf houra
discussion, remained }

The three consti
meeting today—thefl G
leaders of the Ass

and the opposition leaders in Par- |

Jiament—will meet agdin tomorrow
afternoon. All the 19 rounds ot
talks hitherto were confined to the
Government and the All Assam
Students Union (AASU) and’

AAGSP (All Assam Gana Sangram
] Parishad).

Today’s talks started with a dis-
cordant note, but a cordial atmos-
phere followed soon after, result-
ing in a “meaningful discussion”
lof India was evolving to sustain
as put by Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, president, Bharatiya Janata
?yby‘,’ ‘when approached by news-

en.

At the beginning, the AASU and
the AAGSP representatives object-
ed to the presence of Mr Nihar
Ranjan Lagkar, Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs, The As-
sam leaders said that Mr Laskar
was elected on foreigners vote and
as such he could not be recognis-

Mr Vajpayee, supported by Mr
Ravindra Varma of the Janata
Party and Mr Bhola Paswan Shass
tri of the Congress (S), did nof
agree with this view, They said
that Mr Laskar was validly elect-
ed ang his election had.not been
challenged. Besides he was a
member of the Council of Minis-
ters. At this, the agitation leaders
withdrew their objection,

Before the talks progressed, the
Assam movement leaders demand-
ed that the participants should
stand up for two minutes as a
mark of respect to those who had
died in police repression. All stood
up, including the ministers parti~
| cipating in the meeting.

The opposition leaders congra-
tulated the AASU and
AAGSP leaders for participating

in the talks in spite of the Gov- |

ernment repression.

Th.en began the substantial talks
| beginning from the outcome of

the !

jolts

| R G

. of the border. A final decision is
expected tomorrow. :
. A suggestion was alse made that
“foreigners” should .be removed
from the voters’ list and a frash
election be held on the revised

electoral rolls so that the Govern- |

ment that would be formed may
tackle the foreigners problem. But
the Government side pointed out
that many/
| (foreigner;
| gees, [
The oppofition]ldadersy however,

. explained that refugees rould not
be treated \as ¢itizens until and
unless theay g ough the
legal and qonstitutional cedures
laid down \fd¢ this\ pur Fur-
ther discussioh on this 'yill be held
fomorrow. ‘\

Before the nyeeting starts tomor-
row the Government and the op-
position leaders will meet the two
minority organisation representa-
tives who are opposed to the
AASU and the AAGSP. These
two organisations are the Citizens
Right Preservation Committee and
the Plains Tribal Council of As-
sam.

The opposition
in the meeting are: Mr A. B. Vaj-
payee, Mr. Ravindra Varma (Ja-
nata), Mr. Indrajit. Guptai (CPD,
Mr, Harikrishan Singh Surjeet
(CPIM) and Mr. Bhola” Paswan

Shastri (Congress-S).

Gogoi meets PM

NEW DELHI, Jan 18 (PTD:
The Chief Minister 6f Assam,

| discussed -with the Prime Minister
I 'Mr's Indira Gandhi. the formation
of his council of Ministers.

Mr Gogoi told PTI after his
| discussions with the Prime Minise
['ter that he hoved to finalise the

composition of his ministrv befare
his departure for Gauhati either
tomorrow or the day after.

|

!

| the meeting on August 23 between |

{the Government and the move-
ment leaders when the Govern-
ment claimed that “a near agree-
ment was reached.” This was
questioned by both the opposition
and the agitation leaders. The
former asked what was the mean-
ing of “near agreement” and the
latter explained that they had
submitted a revised draft on Sep-
tember 23.

Atfter some discussion it was'
virtually agreed that effective
steps would be taken for seculrit)i i

|

‘ Mr Keshab Chandra Gogol. today,

iparalysed
by stir!

leaders present i

FREE pR

1
e PMess Tovut

19/ Fam| 1982

Pl
/A

Assam

(GAUHATI, Jan 18 (UNI): The,
12--hour “‘total non-cooperation”, |
callled by the \Assam agitation‘l
Leﬁdov-s on the foreigners lssue,
wms, by and lange. neaceful todav,
Lthconghinormal | life was affected
anid work in all government offices
in | the entire’Brahmaputra Valley
wais disrinted. 3

1In an incident of stone-throwing
on . a passing train at Haibargaon,
"N Hwgong district. some window
ippanes were damaged. official sour-
‘Tces here said. No one was iniured.

of peovnle at the
shon at Dibrugarh,
Armv engineers were denloved
'to man the “most essential” ser-
vices” todav in view of the dis-
runtion cavsed hv the “total non-
{ enoneration” with the
stalled Congress-(T) Government.

Official reports
. said the non-co-operation pro-
gramme, which: began at 5 am.
|'today., paralvsed norm:~' life and
severlv disrupted the official work
\ throughout the Brahmaputra Val-

The police chased away a grouo|
railway work- ||

newly §n-{

received here|

Hev.
However. air services. train and

/ / | nicians to run the

L Government road transoort svstem
were running normally and oil
d produrtion in the State remained
{ unaffected.

| .Civil anthorities pressed into
/i service armv endineers and terh-
“most egsential
services” such as electricitv. water
supply and telenhone services as
these were completely digrupted in
most parts of the Brahmaputra

Vallay.
The total non-cooneration vro-|
oramme. however, did not affect

the Cachar district In the Rarak
vallev and two hill diatriets of
warhi Anglong and North Cachar
| hills.

The call to observe
gramme was given by the AASU
and AAGSP against what thev
called “illegal installation of a
Government with defectors _and
legislators elected on the foreign-
ers’ vote. .

the pro-
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