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GAUHATI, January 25 (UNI).

THE Assam government today
warned its employees and tea-
_chers of government-aided colle-
ges that absence from  official
celebration of Republic Day ‘tomos-
row would invite punitive action.

The warning came in the wake of
the anouncement by Assam- movement
leaders that they would enforce a
dawn-to-dusk “people's curfew’ dur-
ing the day in prot
they called the cuftailment) o,
ciatic rights of the people,
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of their duly an y dereli
this would invite\ action,

In a separte ciicular, the\
“ment warned the orities of aided
colleges throughout the state that it
would stop its grants if they failed to
persuade their teachers o aitend  the
official celebrations.

PTI adds:

Even as the government finalised
arangements by mobilising  security
forces to maimain law' and order in
view of the “people’s curfew”, plan-
ned by Assam movement leaders to-
morrow, the chief minister Mr, Xes-~
hab Chandra Gogoi, tonight renewed
his appeal to the people to co-operate
with the administration *‘to secure nor-
ma] life and to maintain the solemnity
of the occasion on the Republic Day.”

The government also announced that
it would provide ‘full protection’” to
the citizens attending the official Re-
public Day celebrations and warned
,that any attempt to create disruption

in Assam -

of law and order would be
dealt with,

If necessary, the district authorities
in Assam will scek army assistance to
maintain essential services, including
water supply, power and tele~communi-
cation to meet the situation.

The AASU and the AAGSP, have
said that the “people’s curfew,” the
last phaso of the current month-long
agilation, is more in protest against
“misuse of power by government and
curtailment of demoecratic rights of the
citizens” and not,in apy way mecant
to disrespect the national flag or the
constitution.

Troops are already ntandmg by ¢t
Assist the civil authorities in any even-
tuahty, 10 maintain law and order dur-
ing the Republic Day celebraticns,
Should the movemem volunteers try
to enforce the ‘“curfew” by taking
any action against those not respond- |
ing to their call to stay indoors be-
tween 5 a.m, and 5 p.m, tomorrow, the
authorities will be ready ¢o meet the
situation, official sources said, /

The state government is also under-
stood to have directed the law enforc-
ing agencies to firmly maintain Jaw
and order but at the same time to
exercise ‘“‘utmost restraint” to emsure
that there were no complaints of “‘ex~ |
cesses.”’ .

Meanwhile, the ministers of Assam
have left for different districts and im-
portant sub-divisional towns to parfi-
cipate in the Repubhc Day celebra-
tions. The ministers would also super-

vise the law and order sitgaﬁ’én
the districts.
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