Foreign Natio:

'I‘he pEopie’s movement aga-
inst the illegal presence of av-
out 45 laikh foreign nationals
from Fast Pakistan / Baugla
desh and Nepal has stepped
into 18 third year. Thaniks fo
the Covernment of India's ob-

duracy, the problem stiil re-
mains | unsolved, though as
many as fourteen rounas of

italks have been held between
the Ciovernment and. AAS'-
AAGSP. The main reason for
the hreakdown of
time and again has been the
Goveinmeéent of India’s refusul
to see the problem as any-

thing elss but a threat to the
ruling pertyv’s vote banks, and |

it is this myopic view whizh
has 1esulted in Assam’s snfier=
ings over the last three years.
- The Government of India,
though mouthing pious no-
things about a national prob-
lem, is still to admit the crea=
tion and existence of a nation-
al calamiiy caused by the un-
controlled and unregulaved ins
flux ol fereign. pationals from
over the international borders
into this part of our country.
But for the movement raunch-
ed by AASU-AAGSP, this na-
tional problem could have
gone unnoticed, perhaps for
ever. Sri Charan Singh’s Gov-
ernment of course, turned a
deaf ¢ar snd a blind eye to
the problem, and the present
Government headed by Sri=
mat{ Indiva Gandhi would ra-
ther bave ug believe that the
problem is not all a serious
one, if hker own pronounte-
ments, the  speeches of her
Home . . Minister and  other
party functionaries ‘are ftaken
even with the  proverhizl
pinch of sait. Ironically en-

ough, the bulk of the infiltras

tion has taken place during
her stewaraship of the nation
since the early sixties, when
the State was also ruled by
her party, the Congress. It is
this party which is solely rese
ponsible for the calamity we
are facing, the root cause be=
ing its mad lust to cling to

power with the vote banks of

foreign nationals.

One of the vital points dis-
cussed during the toytuous
negotiations was the adeqguate
/policing of the horders {0 pre-
"vent further infiltration, We
would recall the  statement
made by the Home Minister of
India on the floor of I'arlia-
ment on the , 17th November,
1980. Ameng the many solemt
commitments made to the pe
ple of Ascam, one related -to
border sccurity. By this state=-

the talks

o- the .name &°f

nalsIn Assa
A Close Look

By Girin  Baruaq,

President,

ment, the
dia is cornmitted to securve the
internatiori<l borders in Assain
against  furiher infiliraticn. |

Against this backdrop, what
we ‘ind is that .the Govern-
ment of Inaia ig still neJotlia-
ting--if that i the\word that
can

Asom Jatiyotabadi

Government of In- this subject

Dal,

comes  up, the
Government first of all taiks
about a “cut-off year”, then in
the same breath, about humas=
nitarian ' censiderations, inters
national agreements and na-
tional commitments. In spite
of our best elforts, we have
not been able to exfact from

the' AAS!- the Government how the right
AAGSP i , to vote is connected with
This singl onld speax these pleties. And what 8

tacklipg this na-
1 p/cb]em and/its concermn
for Mg indigendds peopie  of
and  the other north-
Siates.  (Let not our
fets and sisters of our
neighhouring north-eastern
States forgel that if Assamn is
overrun, their own States wiil
surely follow suit). Since when
has the seccurity of our integre
national borders become the
subject  matter
tions” 7 Or, does thé Govern-
ment of India intend to seal
the basrders again
filtration only.d e submit to
its *erms—termk* which. are
sure to lead to our social, iine
guistie,” cultural and politfcal
extinction 70

We can only pray that the
Government will not nezotiace
with us before mobllismg the
Ariny shoul: an dnvasion si-
milar' to the one'of 1962 occur

‘in future. To add insult to in-

Jury, that mouthpiece nf the
Govemmem, the All India Ra-
dio, solemrnly assured us dur-
ing its 9 PM broadcast rn Oc-
tober 31 last that the Governe
ment had agreed to appoint a
Commission to go into all ase
pects of border security. A
Commission of Inquiry is all
that fhe pcople of Assam can
expect after 'all the torinves,
humiliations, mudsslinging and
name-calling that they have
undergonz  during these last
two vears.

Another strange thing that
we have noticed during the
course of the negotiations is

the positive reluctance of the
Gocernment: of India fo ‘es
commend to the Chief T‘lec-
tion Commissioner that the
Election = Commission shonld
undersaks an intesive revision
of the electoral rolls to delete
each' and every
foreigner who has been rezise
tered . ag a voter.  Whensaver

of “negotia~

st further 11N

| still more wondrous, the Chief

Electlon Commissioner, a di-
rect offspring of the Conslitu-
tion who must thave sworn to
honour aad uphold it when ke
assumed ofhce, now seems tos
tally unecncerned that 20
lakh foreigners have wormed
their way,into the ele:foral
rolls, though. he himself ex-

press3d profound fears about
this very diseésé back in 1973

To sum up, what are not
negeiiable commedities, in
spite of the Government's
most.  arduous attempts ° to
prove the contrary, are the
hard facts of life the right

of franchise is confined to In-
dian citizens exclusively, and
that policing and  protection
of internotional borders has
perforce to be done by the
Government of India to eilecs
tively ensure that unauthorize
ed and ilfcgal border crossings
intd the ccuntry are pravent-
ed, We would rather think
that the Government of any
other sovereign nation would
be &shamed to bargain on
these two counts with a sce-
tion of its own citizens,

No sencible person could
ever believe that a sovesign
independent counfry  could
confer ciuzenshfps on foraig=
ners in cieav violation. of its
own iaws and statutes, Vef,
this is precisely what hag
happened in this part of cur
country. The Goverprnent
of India has issued and has
caused to be issued lakhs of
citizenshin certificates 4o FPa-
kistani citizens, in clear yickae-
tion of sections 5 and 12 ef
the ' Citizenship Act as intera
prefed by a:High Court. Si-
milarly, the State Govérn-
ment has settled lakhs = of
foreign nationals on land re-
served for
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State Lepslature itself to pro-
tect tribals in their own helts

further,®
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When confronted with these
unpalatable truths during the
last round .of ‘formal talks’
in Way and July last, the
Govarnment had no ANSWers.
It is this embhlrass s
that the A
wished to. sg&r’c amif eiroum-
vent by eslling for ‘informal
discussions’. S everal rounds of
such dl<:ru~<:1dp§ hQVe already
been held - he »1ast one in
Delhi in Qctol when the
AASU-AAGSP I
rightly decided 1n6( fo nariici-
pate in ‘informal falks’ sny
The Goverament

posals of AASU-AAGSP has

very '

been' that the Assam agitaiors |

have taken as ‘extreme stani’,
What exusctly is ‘extreme’ ab-
out ‘the prcposals s still - {o
the
Governmints' policy of Jdouble-
speak all along, Sri Makwana
has said (in Parliament) that
the proposals would need se-
veral Copstitutional.  omeni.
ments. The actual truth is
that all that the draft propo-
sals bave stressed is the en=
forcement of existing laws to
prevent  further = infiltration
and the  identification of
foreiza nationals who have al-
ready entered the country
illegally. anc are voting in
our electicns  illegally.

Not being able to vounter
AASU-AAGSP logic, the Gov-
ernment of
embarked on an all-out war
with the people of  Assam.
Permussion for the mass rally

proposed c¢in November 10 by.

AASU-AAGSP = was denied,
though pzrmission was grani-

ed to the BJP shortly bea
fore this. Similarly. the so
called ILef*~Progressive par-

ties of Assam were also giv-
en permission to hold a rally
on November 25. (Of course,
this rally was not -held be=
cause it wag called off at the
last vooment by its sponsors
for reasons best known to
them)., When AASU-AACSP
decided to hold the 10in Nov-
ember. rally all the sam», the
Government adopted éxtra-
ordinary measures to :Jt'everit
it. The site of the rally was
oceunied by hundreds of arin-
ed pohoemen ticket Molding
nassengers Wwere forcibly off-
loaded just because they hap-
pened ito be travelling  to=
wards Guwahati on a. particu-
lar day, a doctot’s car was
damaged by policemen  when
he was Just a mite slows §n
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obeying the CRPF's orders {0

stop aud tura back, a Stafe
Transport bus driver was rue-
thlessly assaulted by the
CRPF, and hundreds of un-~
armad men Wcimen and chilc-
ren were nea’c aqd assauifed
by hoohgcnv in uzﬂfarm Gien
ployed by t e &tahe

times of
have beer
National | cu
this piceacille,

of our ng f— a country
which ¢l Siself to be the
world’s large.,t democracy —
publ-- meetings or any other
form. of cissent sre  stristly
forbidden.

When a democratically elec-
ted Government chooses’ fo
use sirorg-arm methods on
its own citizens to stifle proe
tests sgainst oppression, ‘he
obvigus ccuclusion is thai the
rulers have been defeated by
the ruled. The lesson of
1977 seems to have been fore
gotten.  Well, 1977 has gone,
and so has 19381. If 1882
has gpme, can 1983 be far
bhehind ?






