Assam’s new
phase
wish to refer to your second

I editorial of December 2, 1981,
(*Assam’s second phase’) and to
your second editorial of January 6,
1982 (‘New phase in Assam’).’ |

For two years now, Business |
Standard and other newspapers in
West Bengal have been all united in
condemning the agitation in Assam
although newspapers are fully
aware of ity cause. Clearly, this
establishies the fact that West Ben-
gal does qot]see eye to eye with
Assam. Undgrstandably, therefore,
you (will refdse and non-
Assamdse bareaucrpt circles carinot |

or are )t({)crm_m
helming/Assdmese emo-

the ove
been a good

|

tion. Th
word from the mouth of anybody in
West Begal on Assam,

The expressions  you use—the
“so-called foreigners” issue,” “they
have to see reason if they really
wish well of the people of Assam.”
"Why should they not show
rationality and wisdom”—are two
vear old slogans constantly ham-
mers into the eardrums of tl);e pub- |
lic. They are expressions used with
an effort to be civil but. in fact. are
debasingly obnoxious. Cormmend-
ing the police and CRP for their
‘restraint’ is a glaring example of
the extent of fraudulence in the
name of journalism.

The Assamese understand these
and therefore will not listen to what,
you say or to those whom you '
impress by your sarcasm about the
dead in Assam.

May I ask what contribution you
have made “towards solving the
problem in Assam? You have no
contribution: there has not: been
one helpful thing from West Bengal.
for the reason that in matters not to
West Bengal whether the Assamese
are buried in oblivion, Rather, that
would be to West Bengal's advan-
tage.

Since you nurse no feeling for the
Assamese sentiment and the Cen-
tre’s incapacity tosfree the
Assamese tfrom the pro-Pakistanis-
cum-Bangladeshis, ‘the  Assamese
will not listen to you either. So the
turmoil continues. unabated i
Assam. In Germany. efforts were
made to climinate the Jew. The gun
can liguidate the Assamese today.

It is astounding how members of
the intelligentsia like  yourselves
and the burcauerats do not admit »
naked truth. For Assam. it is better
that the Assamwese die than their
men and women lose dignity in the
years to come.

11 it is thought fashionably that it
in humbug for the Assamese to
remain. Assamese or the Hindu a
Hindu. why not West Bengal lead
the way and climinate chauvinism?
The leadership will be applauded
by the country and the Centre will
be grateful o West Bengal.

- There is nothing in West Benga
today that has not changed hard
Lexcept heredity. culture, spee 'h{‘f

| Jangary 2. 1982). But the a
| doey invoke a few other que
vis-a\vis our planned cconpmy.

" shrun

plan

here is nothing that one cay
by way of improvement to
excellent analysis of the Sixth
outlay (*Erosion of the plan.’

Singe the value of the ripge has
to one fourth its viflug since
the stayt of the five year plafis. the
presenoutlay of Rs. 97400 crores
amounty to no more/ than Rs,

1 25.000 ores in 1950 yalug terms.

and it chmes to onld RS, 5.000
crores avdar or a meagre Rs. 7 only
per Indian¥a year. This cjementary
calculation Yurely uﬁ,(urc.s,' us of the
marginal impact that the plan can
have on pedple’s/livey? But the
holitical part\in power avill certain-
v claim fulliln\eng of ity duty to the
nation. and tl 'r‘lin !?:s the ‘main
utility of the pldn,

We must alsd reclon with the
fact that inflatigh is got unique to
India, The Jegendary inflation in
Italy makes ofdinary citizens mil-
lionaires in tekms\of the lira. Yet
that country iyin mugh better shape
econonvically fthan
The differenge is tiat in India we
have shortages of dderyscommodi-
ty. whcrcus?m Italy Yhere is abun-
dant producfion of jndustrial-as well
as agricultugal producty, We there-
fore. cannot avoidithe
unpleasant feonclusion
losophy of fmixed fecondmy is drag-
‘ging Indiafto theppath of financial
ruin. Socidlism producey a pervad-
ing_sense of irreaponsibifity at the
citizen lexel—wlhich is a fangerous
portent byitself f InIndia yight now
about 30 million people afe on the
State’s pay mlj". They bthave as
ticks on ¢ iali
State app
the reved

watuy). They consume all
uc. giving very
return. Sp theleconomic system is
now-Sonfething like a zerokenergy
reactor prodycing no pow
satistyving as ap experiment.
terms this megins that out o
150 millipn working people
lion are fhe best paid and wolk the
least while coptrolling the cor
ding heights of the economy as
as all thd adntinistrative machi
In real
out of five fvorking Indians.
work hard to produce some invast-
able surplusiwhich is gobbled up
the fifth privileged Indian, the tick
on the poly cow.

If th¢re §s any doubt as to th
truth of the premise of the no
effectiveness of socialism. one ca
look gt the Soviet system itself.
Thzn‘!vst,'m is in great economic

Ty,

Brezhev himself before the 26th
congress fof the CPSU. Its grain
production is in ruins, while other
plateau resulting in a meagre 3 per
cent prowth that cannot offset the
rapidly; increasing defence outlay.

It is unpleasant to accept the
bitter jtruth that the end result has
been the demise of both our eco-
nomy as well as the Constitution

itself. The shrinking effectiveness
of ¢ur Five Year Plans is but

tcstzmony‘&o' that nasty set of facts.
Calcutta g K. SUSRITA
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ndia is toduy. !

erms it also signities that

difficflty fas testified to by Mr.\:

dustrigl production has attained a |
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ind belief. West Bengal so dearly

s to these but does notwant to
admit the right of the Assamese to
do so.

No one is secessiapist among the
Assamese as progagidndists profess.
I am not secessjonisf: Lwant to I've
as what 1 a j
speech and refipi
to live away ]
converted co
feel. is alreadyli
sion comes abbut, history will say
that it was not the Assamese. but.
the 3d-vear-old Centre and West
Bengal that caused it,
Calcutta B. P. KHAUI:{D«;
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