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Enough Is Enough

The Karbi Anglong Dis-
trict Council’s resolution
adopted at its meeting on
December 29 iuys wrging the
Centre tc;r" creaté (a Neparafe
State gomprisings,
Angiong ‘and - North [Cacngf
Hills—the iwo/ Hill distplits
remaining iy
¢reation
cannot but\bé a
concern to \the
the State. Th
vanced i support

atter of
people of
ground ad-
¢t the

Jafter |
issue

resotution is that a separaie

State would promote
lopment of the two districts
However, the resolution was
not unanimous, for the Cp-
position in the District
Council did not subscribe to
the views expressed by Sri
Biren Singh Ingti and other
members of the Council be
longing to the ruling party.
According to the Dpposi~
tion, creation of a separate
Hill State out of truncated
Assam was not the pancea
for the backwarness of
Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hills, They avered
that while the two districts
certainly deserved sustained
efforts for development, to
seek a short cut to that
objective through a scpa-
rate State was not a correct
solution to the problams of
Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hills. Happily, the
advocates for a new _sepa-
rate State have not accused
the plairs people of exploi-
tation of the tribal peaple.
Indeed, it was the leadership
in Karki Anglong and North
Cachar who in its wisdom
opposed the move of the
APHLC in the sixties fcr.a
separate Hill State. 'Though
Meghalava was brought ia.
to being comprising the two
districts of the then Unifed
Khasi-Jayantia Hills and the
Garo Hills, the people of
Karbi Aunglong and North
Cachar Hills __ formerly
known ag the United Mikir
and North Cachar Hill Dis-

trict — did not throw in
their lot with Meghalaya.
Why suddenly the Karbi

Anglong District Council has
decided to demand a sepa-,
rate Hill State is not realy
understendable to the rest
of Assam’s population.
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It is common knowiedge

‘that the creation of sepoerate

tiny State: and Union Ter-

| ritories in the north-easiera

region has brought neither
promoted rdeve.
iopment: on the contrary, a
host of problems have been
ailing the region. The agita-
tion on the foreign natiomals
cencerns mot  only
Assam but also other psris
of north-east India. The

Government of Meghala¥a
has expressed in ro unger-
tain terms its worries wn

account of influx of Bangla-

_Aeshis, Nagaland too has
" taken some measures (o
get rid of aliens, raostly

from Bangladesh. Reported-
1y, these aliens have inanag-
ed to settle themselves ‘in
Sukanjan, Bhilai, Khatkhati,
Maukhuti and several places
ag a result of which the
tribal pecople of Karbi Ang-
long have apprehended that
their socio-cultural identity
might be adversely al’t‘ec%
The leaders of all' politidal
parties in the two Hill dis-
tricts of Assam are not un-
aware that the immediate
need before the entire peo-
ple of N E region is fo get
rid of the foreign nationals:
If at this critical time, stten-
tion is diverted from the
main problem to a /demand
for creating a separate
State fhe prinecipal objective
of the movement in which
the Karbi Anglong youths
and students are also in-
volved. will be seriously
impaired.

Perhaps the sponsors of
a separate State comprising

the two Hill districts are
not unaware - that the Cen=
tre has already burnt its

fingers by balkanising com-
posite Assam and is definite~
ly not in favour of any
more small States which
New Delhi must have rea-
lized ave neither financially
viable nor politically acdvis~
able. But the Centre can
give serious thoughts as to
how the District Councils
formed under the Sixth
Scheduls to the Constitution
may be given effective
powers to carry on the deve-
lopronental
position

for autonomous
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to the creation of a sepa-
rate State in the later part
of the sizties. It wouid ke
entirely in the interests of
Kavrbi Anglong and North
Caclaar Hills to abandon ‘he
pursuit of a sepnarate i1l
State, North  Cachar Hills
leaders have, rightly, not

‘

joined the demand puf for-

ward by Karbi Auglong. and
it is sincerely <hoped that
Diphu  will ~ give secrond
thoughts to any divisive
schieme that ~would serve
nobody’s interests. The N Ii

region has already . cnough
of trumcation. S

/
/

works, The pro- !

status uncer Article 241 (A) .

of the Constitution is
not quifte sound if nore is
taken of the abortive experi~
ment with such status corn-
ferred cn Meghalaya prior

also






