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.Blg hydro power potential

in north eastern region

; SHILL
g e
 The north “eas jon is a

“store house of fa tasnc droc ec-
(tiic po(mtlal ‘not onl¥y in thel nuy,
‘but also i fthe »world™ accordmg to
‘Mr. S. N. Phukan, chief engineer of
Assam State ¢ Elecmcuy Board.

. In the course of an analytical study
madc by him: of
potcntmls of this region, he' says that
the ‘“‘greatest mnatural xcsource of
‘thi$ remote région is, not oil or, tea,

G’,':'J’ nuary 8.

ibut water,, the reglon bemg blessed
‘with two unigue. river . " basing, fhe
Brahmaputra basm mgl the  Barak
l)'\sm. i ; 1

! With the. sharply ingreasing cost and
mpldly dccleasmg reserves of oil ard

coal now. in /‘use’ for..power genera- .o

ition, " there can be a0 . better  alters

atnve source’ of: cnelgy than  availa- i

ble hydroselectric resources, ever .re-.
“plenished by nature, devoid of- po -
_tion and unaffected: bydnﬂanon ar s
Ml Phukaa, . o0 W

, The river system of the reglon. acs
cmdmo to him, roffers- without™ doubq
‘the *‘highest . hydm patential”’ in 2
single region, 'éstimafed at about 14
million KW of "hydro:‘power.  Later
‘avestigations h'a\'fé "'re'vealed even
hlgher potential.”

A total of dbout: ‘Rs, 40 ‘crores has
been spent on ‘four . ‘power stations
which have already ®&een commission-
ed to produce 125 MW. The cost to

the hydro-power.

tap the balance of 1955 MW is/ esti-
matéd between Rs. 1200 crores and
Rs. 1400 crores. Mr. Phukan justifies
this expSiiditure aad effort,\This, “he
says, “will*effect an apnual saving of
2.6 millien tonnes of oil or mneary
fout' million tonnes of coal depeading
on' fliel used, which would other-
wise be consumed . to penerate an
equivalent -quantum ‘of, powers

Two mxmon KW that can ‘be tapped
from ,\Brahmaputm tributaries under
study wre chickenfeed co

vast: possibilities of ‘Subansifi and
thang,’*t.h Atwo most powerful  ivers:|
flowing ‘the Brahmaputra va‘lley.f

There js,@ ‘proposal to build a':210-
mefre: h:gh roekfill dam on the Suban::

sm river, creating a reservoir “to More)

m hu urbines capable! of genera-
Jiting 186 MW of power. This will be

thc largest ‘hydro power: stauon ia

try.,
he most. promising, but the most
ifficult: hydro-electric project of the .
‘basin“is located on the Dihang river,
where a 240-metre high rockfill dam
will create cne of biggest man-made
lakes to store.20. million acre feet of
water: with'a  surface area of 350
equare km. This will be in Arunachal
Pradesh. Its proposed power house
with 15 giant machines of 500 MW
each will break all records.

FROM OUR, CORRESPONDENT

cost of these twe
gigantic hydel projects will be be-
tween Rs. 8000 crores and Rs. 9000
crores, but generation of 50,000 mil-
lion units of electricity a year will,
according to Mr. Phukan, ecarn for
them 3 handsome gross retura of Rs.
2,500 to Rs. 3,000 crores a year,
almosf ten -times the present annua!
value of oil produced in  Assam.
Nowhere in India has hydro-electric
project of the size of Dihang been
conceived which can augment the pre-
sently installed electric power of thg

The estimated

‘whole country by as much as 40 pei





