| its oil fields in Assam.

OIL diversifies

operations

By Our Correspondent

GAUHATI, January 12.
IL India Ltd. is in the process
of diversification with its li-
quified petroleund gas (LPG) plant
scheduled to go into production |
in April. It has _.already started

supplying natural”gds to the "As-|
sam state elecificily,
commercial bagisy ald

board on a

will begin |

construction of a ‘smalf ol refinéry
at Kharsang in \ Arunaghal” Pra-|
desh soon.

Since its inception \on January 14,
1958, as'a company’ owned jointly
by the Central' government and the
Burmah - Oil Company, till October
14, 1981, when the Burmah Oil Com-
pany of the UK. gave up its 50 per
cent interest to the government, OIL
supplied 50 million tonnes of crude
to the four refineries in the eastern

‘sector at Barauni, Bongaigaon, Noon-

mati and Digboi. This resulted in
a saving of foreign exchange of Rs.
12,000 crores, To date, it had pro-
duced 4@ per cent of the on-shore

_| crude produced in the country.

The company is on the threshold
of ‘expansion with new areas being
granted to it in Rajasthan and in the
Mahanadi off-shore basin, This is for
the first time that OIL will start any
kind ' of operation outside the north-
eastern region. ;

OIL supplics three million ‘tonnes of
crude a year to, the four refineries
in the north-eastern region, whose to-
tal annual requirement is 4.8 million
tonnes,” The Oil and Natural Gas
Commission supplies them the remain-~ |
ing 1.8 million {onnes of crude from

Maj. Gen. S. C. N.. Jatar, chief

resident executive of OIL told this
correspondent at Duliajan recently |
that the company’s outlay for the

sixth plan was about Rs. 500 crores.

The break up of the outlay reflected |

Referring to last year’s oil discovery

at Bogapani, east of Dulliajan, Maj. |
Gen, Jatar said after detailed produc- |

tion (esting in, the area, it had been
cxtablgshcd that Bogapani well number
{wo was capable of. producing
kilolitres of oil per ‘day.

Jorajan to the east of Dulliajan is |

OIL’s new oiHfield where the recover-

able reserves total 15 ‘million tonnes, :

A project to develop the oilfield en-
visages the drilling of 64 development

wells by 1986. Production from this |
oilfield is proposed to be raised to |

1.22 million tonnes per annum  from

“the! existing 0.48 million fonnes.

During the - sixth plan, - Rs. 6.60

| crores will be spent on increasing the

production rate from the country’s
oldest oilfield at Digboi where the
first well was drilled in 1888; Seienti-

-fic resetvoir engineering concepts and

modern oil recovery techniques arve be-
ing used to increag@ithe recovery from
the existing wells in Digbol which pro-
duced 42,800 tonnes of crude last year.

Maj. Gen. Jatar indicated that OIL
would start accelefated progiamme for
the development of oilfields ‘to pro-
duce 32, to 37 million tonnes of cmde
apart from the alreagy esticnated  re-
coverable reserves of 30 million
tonnes. The programme would cost
Rs, 365 crores and invelve drilling of
70 exploratory wells and 300 develop-,
ment wells in four  new Dbelis

Puarmara-Bogapani area, Naga thrust,

Margherita thrust and Moran area by
1992-93. ’ b
Regarding the abundant natural gas

Gen, Jatar -said OIL.produced two
gype§ of gas -— associated ecas~found
in oil wells and non-associated gas or
free ‘gas found in reservoirs, By deve:
loping the free .pas ‘,reservoirs. _OIL
would be able to supply two million
cubic metres of additional gas per
day- for ‘20 years.

80 4

| right to be invit
’.“‘y' Y
available in the Duliajan area. Maji

the company’s diversification proce
The outlay for various projects was: |
Bay cxploration project, Rs. 119
crores,: Rajasthan on-shore explora-
tion project Rs. 50 crores, LPG pro-
ject Rs, 14 crores, Kharsang deve-
fopment project Rs. 29 crores” and
Rs. 48 crores. to fulfil the company’s
crude oil commitments, |

The LPG project mill have a re-
covery plant, a bottling plant and
facilities for bulk filling of tankers
and wagons, besides providing  other
off-site facilities.-The project” will be
able to serve five lakh domestic con-
simers,

NEW OILFIND
Maj. . Gen, Jatar said in- the Nigru |

1 petroleum exploration licence areas in

Arunachal Pradesh, the ‘company had
demarcated a zone of integest 1n the
600-1500 metre range .ih XKharsang,
Of the seven wells drilled in Khar-
sang, indications of oil. were found in

| six.

Since then, a techno-economic fea-
sibility report has been prepared en-
visaging a -total capital outlay of Rs,
28.95 crores. OIL proposes to drill 43
additional wells in the Kharsang area
in the neéxt phase of .drilling which
staffed in November last year, |

Production ftom the Kharsang oil

~wells is scheduled to begin in 1983

when 30,000 tonnes of crude’ is ex-
pected to be produced. The small re-
finery in Kharsang will go into stream
in 1984 when the production in the
area will go upto 80,000 tonnes. The
production is likely to increase to |
90,010 tonnes in 1983, |

| Bangladesh ‘to

'Hindu immigrants are

{ foreigners: Deoras
CALCUTTA, January 12 (UND:
The RSS: chief Mr. Balasaheb Deo-
ras said t

cannot be call-
ed- forejgners,

ddressing ublig' meeting her?,
thcA Ré‘ chiet/ said, thit these Hindus

India as. they
stay angladesh.
d that fhe I |
ason lo cposs over to India
ras wapred thc'govcrpnjlcni‘;
rgescale infiltration pf for«

had np
Mr. \Dx
against‘QI;

cigners into West Bengal ' and Bihat,

Necessary steps should be taken: 10
stop it, he added.

Hindus migrating frony’
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GAUHATI, January 12
) (UNI & PTI).
A SSAM governor, ‘Mr\ Prakash

| Mehrotra, was approbched fo-
day by the~Tes iv

2

the newly electe 4 i
gress (1) legislaftire par
Chandra Gogei, t ﬁir. y
that he should be called upon:to form,
a ministry as 4 ‘.“‘he leader of
il
5

“the largest sin " in the state
assembly, :

However, Iﬂ'l& .._'\*ﬁ'grapoe’r leader,
‘Mzr. Sarat Chandm Sinha, who ml
'ﬁ%,:‘gﬁagfﬂor. ; ratery with added

ngth to his

from thre¢ Con-
gress (1) . defector§ also claimed his

‘to form a 'auinis-

.

Mr. Sinha ¢lamed the aliiance
strength to be 65 with the backing
of " the defectors, wha had informed
the governor that [hey were support-
ing/the alliance.

The three Congress (1) defectors are:
Mr. ‘Golam Osmans, Mt Afzalur Rah-

~man and Mr. Abdus Souhan.

Mr. Sarat Chandra Sinha, request-

led the governor to accept the alli-

ance’s claim to form the ministry since

it had absolute majoricy ‘‘beyond all

reasonable doubts”. .
Mr. Sinha also said thal the zover--
nor should not now go back on his

——
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“defect in Assam .

assurance that he would not impose
a minority ministiy in the state.

Exceptl in the state secrelarial and

: ipt Frentier Railway head-
aligaon, wotk in all gov-
s includinz banks, was
ihlysed today almost ail |
the Brihmaputra valley of As-

employces abstained from

Their "onf,-day g'slgke 'vﬁm“ i res-

ponse 10 a call given Ky the co-ordi-
nation committee of stx unions ot em-

~ployees to protest against alleged po-

lice atrocitied on government staff and’
the people and the dewy in' finding

a solution to the foieign nzmj;!}

ssue,

} Tmdia






