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Tho

/  Assam Situation

MNormally, the  proposco
teiparkits talks on the forei-
ghess isger of Assam giated
for January 1§ saould have
generated  a good éeal  of
publc inmterest, if not ‘hope,
for raore réasons faan one,
Since the agitation iaunched
by the
yzars ago for ideatificatior
and c.’portatxon of ¢
nationals &

Assam th
cadss, 1.
AASU Sprese
ves ders
ihé jes

SOILXh_oz- f—D the
e the jssu® i
s a national

time ackoss \& table in a

nahon a] Ievel gl
ha’=  octiinzl  imnpo. tauce.
“Moreover, the Prime Ifinis-
ter ig expected io participale
in the proposed counference,

Unfortunately, tain de-
velopments in the last few
weeks have marred, rather
than brightened, the  pros-
pect of the projected talks,
and that too is for more rea-

sons than one. Instead of
‘creating a congenial  atmos-
phere for a meaningfull dis-
. cussion  the - Governmen
have enforeed repressive
messures morg vigoruusiy

than ever before. Nor have
the Government spokeésmen
even indirectly indicated

that the Cenire ig going o

the conference table with an
open nund; on the conirary,
the Covernment have, ss
we said
the trospect  of the
talks. Similarly, ihe spo=xes-
mwi=n  of the CPM have
not given up the party’s
anti-Assam stand. From the
AASU-AAGSP side fco . the

stand remains rigid, perhaps

rmore rigid, in the sense that
‘their lcaders have decided
to carry on the  agitation
mnulfaneousiy with the de-
-cision o join the talks, Ap-
.parantls feel that if
the Government ean enforce
repressive  meagures while
talking
they cannot resume  agita-
tion while joining the ftri-
partite {alks?~ :

Yhatever that be, the prz-
vailing - sifustion is reslly
disquieting and it would be
unrealistic to hope that fhe
tripartite fzlks are going fo
be fruitful unless some mi-
racle “rcar save the New
Delhi  discussions from &
ail:ive. Irdeed. the lose of
human  lives in the police
firings 2t two places in Now-
gong and at Tezpur and in-

they

earlier, prejudiced’

of negotiations why

AASU-AAGSP twoe .

‘

" oroblem has

out a

suries o Mmapy in these incl
dents besides in Biswmzh

Chariali during the two-asr
Path Bandh have made. the

pre-talk situation more ais-

quieting. Even if one ta«s

the worse view of what . 15

called stone-thrw-
‘ng by demonstrators and
blockais of _Gevernment
transport buses Aund runuing
of frains at ghes or two pla

ces, ths Yernment canilot
be snvi, % have acted with
r  That as. m_»n\ =S

officially

¥ ouﬁgn.ev nate
1il
is E
aus refjection on
eralic Government which
zeems io have drawn po les-
son from the slien 0ul
whose  repressive me3asures
had ultimetely to yield (o
sopifiar upsurge. When the
Goverriment falk glikly = of

numan consideration in res
cect of foreizn nztionalz, it
dosg act ceem to have any
compunetion ip resorting (0
oolice firings. e
H.ov.e\e:
JAmeddcr boih

there is stid
cides—the CGo-
--emme;lt sshAwell s the
AASU-AAGSP  leadershin—
to give fresh though“ ‘o ihe
ensire situation visavis the
forthearing New Delhi talks
on/ the foreigners issue. ite
Scitatio1 leaders have repoi-
tedly cRered to suspend the
mevement provided the Go-
veramen: withdraw fis re-
pres:ive policy. The AAST-
AAGSPs ofer is definitelv
sansible and should be pesi-
tively responded fo by the
Covernment without -ielay.
Ag the situation siands now,
there iz evary denger of vic-
EE‘I"'E taking the upper hsnd

? the Gevernmeni 38 well
2= the sponsors of the move-
ment do not gee the writing
on fhe wall. The

situstion calls for immedinfe
intervention by the Prime

Winister herself. The Assani
assumed over
the iast iwo vears and more
a timension which ig obvi~-
ously hevond the capaciiv of
her aides even to evoive 4
right
tion, If tha efforts she kad
inftiated a year ago to find
sotution of the prob-
lem were sustained by her-
self it §s fusi possible that
the -situztion would have
been different and psesinly
a golution: could  wiell ke
rourd fhe corner. With 3
trivartife  conference sche-
dulsd ta fake place witain &
fortvight the Prime Mi

nistar

“shoud ro longer hesitais ‘o

_infervenme  personally
bring %2 an  end an issve

that Ras dsfed enlatins
far, Sop /'

present’

approach to its soli-

s






