NEW, DELHI, Dec. .21 — The

latest proposals of the Assam agi-
‘t‘ators,contain suggestions of an
extzt~eme” r:iature and, the
ment considers them t
ablaly WSy BTl

This announcement /was made Jih |
the Lok Sabha today/ v the Min-|
ister of State for Ho e Affdirs, |
Mr Yogendra Makwana,| whilé re- |
plying to a debate tzgl L statutory |

resolution bringing cdrt, ervices |
within the  Essential \” Servifes
rile in the

Maintenance (Assam)| Aét and
tending the President’
State’ by’ another six

The House also app the
Assam: Approoriation Bill moved
. by Finance Minister R. Venkatara-
man, in respect of supplementary
demaqu. S
.. Listing some of the proposals,
Mr Makwana said the demand for
denying the -application of Citi-
zens 'Act of 1855 to the children
of the “foreigners’} (as identified
in accordance with the agitators’
formula). detection of “foreigners”

their  segregation  outside
Assym, prevention of their ' re-
regulated bv an inner-line
. of Article
) for constituting tribunals
‘monitoring nights, could not
be/ entertained. 4
hile there was sharp disdgree-
t on the analysis of the situ-
all sections of the House
vere agreed on one |, .point. The
Assam issue was a national .pro-
blem and it called for an‘/urgent’
solution. Mr Makwana‘ said the
very fact that there had heen A4
rounds ‘of consultations with  ‘the
leaders of agitation demonstratdd
the anxiety of the Government.
BJP leader A, B. Vajipaye‘g,-w S
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. Varma had said.
“them, the ‘entire

- was directed,

‘walla said the developments
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L praise ‘for the patriotic youny-
en of Assam who were ceaseless-

struggling to maintain the
nity and integrity of the coun-
ry. Theiv agitation was not against
minorities—linguistic or religious.
‘hey were opposed to-imyfiltrators,
who were overtaki i -
tions and culture, apart

|

1

coming an instrum) nt in litichl
balance, |
Describing the 3

“by and large pea
payee warned the Gdye
strong-arm. metholls
counterproductive; | i
an early solution aof
which could not bey pdstponed in-
définitely. Instead of\ cdnspiring to
instal an unrepresenfative -Minis-
try, the Assembly ild be dis-
solved and fresh elections ordered.

‘Theé BJP leader agreed nothing

should be done to cause hardship
to. the minorities. At the same
'time, no country could afford to
keep its borders openfor all times.
dul, those who were resisting. the
infiltrators wereterrorised.  On
Nov, 28, a group of students num.
bering 49, was -arrested, confined
to a bus for 24 hours and notf al-
lowed to get down even for na-
ture’s ‘call. How long the people
would tolerate if, he asked.
. _Mr Ravindra, Varma (Janata)
cautioned the”Government against
precipitating . 'a “confrontation”
with the leaders of the agitation.
The way/'the Government was mov-
ing in the matter showed it did
not-want to come to terms with.
the ' agitators. Otherwise, = what
prevented the Government  from
agreeing to detection of the ‘for-
-ngnersp delztion of their names
trom electoral  :rolls  and disen-
franchisement,

Mr Chitta Basu (i'B) and Mr G.
M. Banatwalla (ML) expressed
their views which were just oppo-
site to what Mr Vajpayee and Mr
According to
agitation  was
neither secular nor patriotic. It
against the Inte-
grity of the .country and against
the religious minority.

Despite his general reservation
about Preside.t’s rule, Mr Banat:|
in
Assam made it inevitable. He also’
asked the Government to explain
how a distinetion was being made
an religious considerations inas-
much, as the Hindus were to be
freateéd ‘authorised refugees’ .and
Muslims as ‘infiltrators’, :
/Mr Makwana assured the mem-

/her that no discrimination on reli-

gious ground was contemplatéd:. _

As regards - the action taken by
the Governmenf against: unlawful
entrants, the Minister gave figures
from 1971 to 1980 and told the
House, in particular, Mr Vajpayee,
that 130,876 persons had been de-
tected during this period and

' 1,09,750 deported.

Mr Makwana also told Mr Vaj-
payee that the agitation had not
heen that non-violent., As many as
290 - precious lives had heen lost.
There had been 120 cases of bomb-
explosion,

He stoufly defended the © pre-
sence of the BSF and the CRP,
pointing out that the Government
would " provide all protection to-

. the minorities and other peaceful

citizens in Assam,
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