T By Our Special Correspondent
SHILLONG, November 18.:
HE Assam agitation leaders
- tonight spurned a fresh
appeal . of the Union - home
minister, Mr. Zail Singh, to
veturn to the negotiation table,
and decided to go-ahead with
their agitation, which begins at

5 a.m. tomorrow with a 36-!

hour bandh, :

The Assam government retalia-
ted by arvesting several agitation
leaders all over the state. Yhe ad-
ministration also’  moved - troops
into vulperable areas to maintain
postal and telecommunication scr-
vices and ‘the flow of  petroleum
products outside the state.

The army was tonight put in readi-
ness to come (o the assistance of the
civil administraiton at short’ notwe,
for the maintenance of law and auder.

The Central government had ecarlier
in the evening announced a ban on
strikes in the railways, airlines and
the posts and telegraphs departments,
and other essential services like banks
and public-sector indusiries.
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The stale government _has also
warned ils employees ¢hat  absence
from duty during the bandh would
make them liable to.a pay cul, break
in service, suspension and even arrest
under the Maintenance of Essential
Services Act.:

According to theschief sécretary of
Assam, Mr,sRamdsh Chandra, picket-
ing would/ noy/be “allowed in /front
of government offices. The goyvern-
men¢ would provide (ransport with
“armed escorts to the employees, i,
said, ;
The agitation programme has been
revived by the All-Assam  Students
Union and the Adl-Assam Gana Saun-
gram Parishad, following the govern-
ment's refusal to give permission 10
them to hold a mass rally in Gauhati
on November 10, to apprise people of
the progress of the talks with the Cent-
ral government. 4
. In the second phase of their agita-
tion, beginning on November 21, the
AASU and AAGSP will organise mass
rallies at the sub-divisional and biock
levels. The third phase of the agita
tion will culminate in a ‘“‘rasta rofo”
on November 30,

Meanwhile, the' AASU  presideft,

Mr. Prafulla Kumar
and its general secretary, Mr. Bhirgu

ithe Gauhati

Mohanta, and
Kuenar Phukan, have appealed 0
the people of Assam to remam peace-
ful «during the bandh.

PTI adds:
A strike
on the eve of

ban ordered last August,
the Independence-day
bandh, has not expired but the new
order has been issued o cover e
coal, power, stel and fertiliser indus-
tries left out by the Essential Services
Maintenangg—eydinance but brought in

by the pafliamelita qactment of ihe
monsoof session, lacco¥ding to home
ministr (

Toda under| ESMA supet-
sedes Aughst orde

The n is confi to - sirikes,
although! ES] ‘the _govecn-

It is regdwled din political circles

a5 a dramatic move to dzal with the

36-bandh beginning at dawn totaariow.

Other senvices bovex-ed by the ban

order are thoss affecting customs, 'ic
armed forces, delence production, and

fooedgrain distribution, as well as couai, |

power, steel, and fertiliser production.

Strikes in the private sector indus-
try are also bannsd if the affevcd
sections endangen’the safety of umiei-
takings scheduled, in the Indusiies
(development.‘and regulation) A<t

the order

An omnibus clause of
governmeiis

seeks to ‘gtect  Union
] 1 ssam.

G's deténﬁ@m
upheld

By Our Legal Correspondent

i NEW DELHI, November 18: The
isupreme court today dismissed * the

appeal of Mr. Hiranya Kumar Bhat-
tacharya, a dismissed Assam = DIG,
challenging the order and judgment of
izh court upholding his

detention the” NaNonal Security
Act,

By thefrebrief prder disgosing of the
appeal conglusiop

Mr. Just Justice
V. B. Eif And stice ~R. B.
Mishra ublipld thq defention and re-
voked (hy granted to- Mr.

parole
Bhattachar /

Mr. Bhattcharya was released on
November 16, following the grant of

parole to him by the court.

He was detained under the National
Security Act, for his alleged involve-
ment in the agitaiton on the foreign
nationals issue in Assam. ._?.(—

Zail pleads
| : 4

(UND).

1

ON» the eve offthe 36-hour bandh
in Asssam the Centre tonight
made an appeal to the leaders of
the agitation to return to the ne-
gotiation fable:  and help find a
solutions'to ‘the  vexed issue of
foreign nationals. :
Speaking at the meeling of the con-
Bultative commillee attached (o dis
minisiry, the Homs minister, M. Zail
Singh, hoped that good sense wouid
prevail on the Jeaders and they would
Bee. reason in continuing the taiks, in

the “nalional interest.”
He deplored the threat: to resume
the agitation, when: negotiations be-

. tween the government and the Assam

leaders were in progress.

3 “H.ARJ)ICNED ATTITUDE"
M. Zail Singh said the agitation

would unnecessarily create COMptica-

tions and spoil ¢he atmospheie neces-

sary.for: carrying on & meaning(ul dia-
lbaue, ;

‘The home minister regretted what
he calied the ‘“hardening in the atti-
tude” of the Assam agitation leaders
a¢ the last round of discussions m
Delhi recently.

Mr. Singh  reiterated the govern-
ment's resolve to find a satisfactory
lo_ln(ioq to the Assam tangle, keeping
“fully in view the national and in.er-
national commitments and also huma-
nilarian considerations.”

The home minister, who was reply-
ing (o' questions pertaining to. the As-
sam issue raised by the .members,
however, said the government was ful-
ly prepared to maintain peace in As-
san.

He briefed the committee members
on the progress of the negoliatiops
and also the hardening of the ailitu
gaitation leaders, as "mamfc/

of the
in lh/@'/v

jjutcst proposals.
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