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NEW DELHI, July 7 — Promi-
nent leaders of the Assam agita-
tion, &peaking at a group-discus-
sion on “Wny We Acgitate?” said
here today they might change
their strategy of agitacion, widiout
taking recourse to violence though
to find a solution to the foreig-
ners issue. !

The discussion was organised by
the Delhi Study Group.

T'he participants were Mr Profulla
Mahanta president of the All-Assam
Students Union, Mr Atul Bora,
Convenor, = All-Assam Gana San-
gram  Parishad, and Mr Nibaran
Bora, a member of the AAGSP. and
president of the Purvanchaliya
Loka Parishad. W

“A non-violent movement, if the
Government is autocratic, undemo-
cratic, coward and uncivilised, is
. bound to take a different turn,”
Jwvarned Mr Atul Bora. It was
‘tional cause and not the cause of
ogly the people of Assaen, he add-
e

Throughout their prolonged agi-
tation, he said, the Union Govern-
ment had remained negligent, ada-
ment and unwilling fo take steps
against the foreigners. It “has not
budged an inch from its most
irrelevant stand of a cut-off date—
March: 25, 1971, It had been offer-
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ed by the Primie Minister of India
on April 12, 1980 he said.’ ¢
Tne people of Assam, he said,
had rejected thistdateline outrighu
and continyed withy the #gitation

and suifering much
The people of Asfam, sgid,
had demanded that fthe' defecthan
and deportation of fdreigher . must
be on the basis of pwincipjes laid
down by the Constitht t
law of the land.
unalterable and, at ti
cannot be commpromiseg.
the people are ready fog
he added. :
Mr Atul Bora, talking “sbout the
current debate being held in the
country on the question of citizen-
ship, said, “No country in the world
allows the luxury of having a pub-
lic debate on the definition of a
foreigner. If such a debate_is pai-.
sed, this should be considered a
distinct threat to the integrity and
sovereignty of the couniry ' and
the initiators of the same would be,
brought to book in no time.
Ironically, in India of today, such
a debate has been initiated by the
*Government itself and has allowed
it to be dragged on and onland on,,
ereating in its. trail ot of confu-|
sion, - mistrust and  unnecessary !

sam agitators’ doubts
~over: definition-persist
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NEW DELHI, July, 7—Home Mi
Ister Zail Singh indicated to

sultative Committee tod
was hopeful of' a.solu
pru‘blem of foreigners/in ‘Ask:

2

ed satisfaction over thie manngr
which the talks werd jprogregsing. |
* They were of the wiew fhat the !
+solution should be/fcohsisteng witn .

the country’s secular Nacter ang«
commitments. ‘t
There appears to ha en

change in the Govern: defi- |
nition of authorised andN\ungutho-
, rised “foreigners” in Assamd The
Assam movement leaders today
. submitted elaborate reservations

about the clarifications made yes-
terday,

It is understood that they are
insisting  that the term “unautho-
rised foreigner” = bhe interpreted .
within' the framework of the Con-
stitution, The Government stahd is
that the scope of the phrase would
be determined in terms of policy |
instructions issued from time to |
time, |

The Assam leaders feel that the
Government was not even prepared
to divulge what those policy in- !
tructions are. ;

The Government’s stand on the
as been thaf those who .
to seek shelter under diffi-
jult' circumstances at different
imes and were allowed to stay or '
given land will have to be treated
with consideration, . |
The official team at the talks to- .
day included the Secretary and
Joint Secretary of the Law Minis-
try. The Assam delegations were
present in full strength. ]
. The Assam delegation felt th Y.
could accent the Government's vidwh
0L such instructions only if thby
were in conformity with the refe-

i~
the {the whole country,
members of the Parliamentary Cons'|
bat, he | Government’s
he ‘foreigner as if" would make
™\ Hindu refugees in Assam citizens
$5- | of India, add the agencies,
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yant laws and were uniform  for

T'he agitation leaders rejected the
defihition of . ﬁl
a

Discussions ‘would, however, con-
tinue tomorrow. A.‘Berlin wall” is|
necessary. to prevent infiltration
iinto” India from across -the Indo-
'Bangladesh border, ; Sk

This was stated here today ' by,

ik ;' convener, off
the Borger ation cell ‘of''the
All-Assgm St

' . Union, after
Wagah lastinight.
ho led a five-
in egated by the
paders to gtudy anti-infil-

4 g afjoqug the'India-
}, shid\that India’s

wester ‘ere virtudlly. im- |
pregnaplelin comparison with * the |
border \wijh Bangladesh, ;

Mr Nagen Sarma, Adviser to.the

AASU and a member of the dele-!
gation, told PTI that the Indo-Pak-
istan border looked every inch an
international border. Comparing it
to the Indo-Bangladesh bhorder, the
latter would appear to. be some:!
thing like an inter-State border, he
said. : 1
Mr Sarme said that check-posts:
at the Indo-Pakisan border: were at
much closer proximity than at the
Indo-Bangladesh border and there
was  electrification along the bor-
der in the western sector. Besides,
natural barriens such as forest
separated the population on tife
(tiwo sides of the Indo-Pakistan 90r-,
er. I/

| photographs of the
i desh border where there was no
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waste of public energy. And all
the time, the people of Assam and

‘Assam stir leaders talk
e in strategy -

also of the entire North-East nave’

had the suffering forced on them
by the indecisive, inherently wcak
d hesitant rulers at New Delhi,
\Does it mean that the Indian
Copstitution, adopted on Jaun 46,
1930, is no longer the sacred book
by| which India is ruled? Does it
aljo mean t
Indian citizenship and foreign-
S™ake no. more sacrosanct to the
ulers? The implication is very
much obvious and, at the same
time, distubbing, too.” :

The Government, he said, had
stated that it could not take action
against those foreigners who had
enfered Assam before March 25,
1971, “What is.the significance of

this date? Does it ‘have the sanc-
the Constifution and the |

tion of'
law? «

“Flow can the Government grant '

blanket citizensliip on all foreign-
ers ‘entering . Assam hefore this
date? These are pertinent questions
the people of Assam have raised
all the time -during the agitation.
The* Government has not bothered
to answer,” ‘he added.

Mr Mahanta said the problem of
foreigners had become so alaiming
that “the people of Assam had to
take to the streets for solving it.

Politicians, he said, had shown a
liberal attitude towards the influx
of foreigners as they benefited
from that. :

He furnished a Jof of statistics to
show how the population of Ag-
sam had grown fast and far ahead
than the average national growth
rate of population in other areas
of the country. He also showed
Indo-Bangla-

adequate post of the Border Secu-
rity Force.

Mr Nibaran Bora said, “Inside |
the non-violent armoury, we might'|
take to some other course of ac- 1

tion.”
He said the Citizenship Act, the

Foreigners  Act and the Passport,

“Act did not apply to Assam tod:
‘but, most certainly, the I
Penal Code did.
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