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SHILLONG, Sept 243
The final draft of proposals dn
the foreign nationals’ issue ‘ap-
proved by the Assam agitation
leaders al Gauhati on Tuesday
veflects a velatively tough attl=
tude. v
They are belleved to have de-
i manded constitution of ;foreigners
tribunals under Axticle) 282 (B)
of the Censtitution to” remove
the writ jurisdiction of the high
court and insisted = on detection
of ~ forelgners exclusively on the
basis of the 1951 national rege
ister of citizens and 1952 -elécto-
ral rolls, f

They also .want all forelgners
who settled
1661-71 deportetl from the state
within six months of the accord
hecoming operational. .

‘The new draft will soon be
given to the state Chief Secre-
tary to be forwarded to the Cen-
-tral Government, Sources
agitators have left it to the Gov=

ernment to fix the date for the

next round of talks,

The draft, approved after days
of haggling and wrangling - bet-
ween the various Assam agitators’
does mot contain many surprises.
But it has dlsappointed observers
who expected the last rounds of
talks  to soften  the agitators’
stand on the criterla for estab-
lishing a person’s nationality. It
is  clear now that the agitators
are firm on not making ‘g com=
promise on this as they think this
will only amount to leaving gap-
ing loopholes in the detection,
dispersal and deportation _process,

The agitators are also belisved
to have categorically demanded’
exclusive  rights to oversee  'the
detqct-ion process. No other  ors
ganisation = should have similap
rights, they assert, = obviously
referring to the minorities orga-
nisations  like the  All Assar’
- Minorities  Students Union . and

-
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In Assam bebtween '

sS4y .

" Sthérs which have been claiming

2 /right to ‘supervision of  the
platess.
# The agltators have also  de-

manded withdrawal ot all “repre=
ssive” measures and an end to
the - “victimisation” of govern-~
ment employeés for participating
in the agltation. In effect, they
want all those arrested in cone
nection with the agitation. to be
released and administrative
actlon and pay-cuts against gov-
erament;, employees to be with-
drawn, They also want strength-
ening of the .border surveillance
network so that there is no In-
filtration in future,

The demand for the constitu-
tion = of tribunals under Article
#232(B) of the Constitution was
expected, 'This clause empowers
the Government ' to constitute
tribunals  to deal with = certain
- matterse  One pf lis sub-clanses
authorises « the CGovernment
constitute the tribunals in Such a

way that their deecision can be’

" challenged ‘only In ‘the Bupreme
Court. From' the agitators’
of view legal dela
tralise the detfect process
the tribunal decisions were thal-
lengeable undeé ~ normal aps
veal provisions, «%xta.tors also
feel . that #this “would save  the
Governmen$ / from glving sweep-
Ing concessions fo the “agitators.
But s the "minorifles organisations

are expecied to Oppose it stoutly. '

~They claim this would be unfair
’{)o them as veryFiew people would

e
Court.

If the GOVer,ument accepté this
condition 4 small statute change

will 'be necessary since the lst of -

ymatters that the tribunals under
this clause can deal with at pre-
sent does not include citizenship
jand dmmigration. But the agita-
tors’ say this should not be diffi-
cult as the clause was introduced
by the pre-1977 government of
Mrs Gandhi and later left un-
fguc?ed by the Janata Goyvern-
ent, :

to

~able to move the Supreme’

Chservers wonder if the Gov-
ernment would find it so easy.
Yet, of the major points in the
new proposals, this seems to stand
the greatest chance of accep-
tance.

There will deflnitely be a . lob
.0f haggling at the next round of
talks on the criterla for determi-
nation of citizenship, Sources close
to the Governmeni say botlz the
census operations and preparation
of electoral rolls have some mar-
gin of error andras,such those
who may have been left out due
to the inefficlency of census or
election staff should not bhe vic-
timised, These sources say |the
agitators’ insistence = on perma-
nent dand deeds as the only Sup-
i portive \evidence s not veryl wise
‘beca.use many foreigners have
{managed to procure these. This
!conditlon would only victimise

the poorer or the less resourceful |
ones ‘Who have not been able to}

acquire such decuments.

But the agitators -are firm o
this. Said & source close to the
agitation;  “The  agitation i3
against those who are enjoying
all elvie rights and civie facilitles
in spite of being foreigners. There
is hardly a foreigner who does not
have a ratlon card.” '

What kind of supervisory rights
the agitators demand in the
detection and deportation process
is not yet clear, Bub it seems
they want an apeéx committee” of
theirs to have access to all gov-
ernment activity on the issue.
The Government may accept &
modified version of this proposal.
But it will ‘be difficult for = the
Government to keep the minori-
tles organisations completely out
of the plcture,

Observers note that over the
bast tew weeks the Government's
attitude towards the minorities
organigations has cooled condider-
ably, Thelr deputations were re-
fused audiences with the Prime
Minister twice In the last few
days and they did not get the
traditional Thospitality at Assam
House in Delhi. But this does not
mean the Government will lgnore

nAssam stir leaders take tough stand

them, completely, observers say.

The agitators have once again
relerred to constitubional provi-
stons regarding  the grant of
citizenship, 'They say under cor-
tain provisions of the Constitu-
fion, clbtizenshlp can be granted
to immigrants’of another country
only if it follows a reciprocal Lo=
licy, Since neither Pakistan . nor
Bangladesh do so their nationals
Jneed not be conferred Indian citi-

| 'zenship. But they have indicated
i that /they want the Hindu retu-
gees from Bangladesh to be freai-
ed’ differently,

During thelr recent meetings
the agitators have also discussed
what guarantees the Government
could give to preserve their cultu-

| ral and ethnic identity. The Gov-
| ernment could help by announc-
| ing steps to promote the develop-
| ment of the Assamese lahguage
and by making Assamese a comi-

tor all government and semi-gov~
ernment hodies in Assani.

. There is no firm indication yet
on when the next round of talks
would be held, Some quarters feel

that ‘there may be a short,Infor-:

mal round so that AASU has a
olearer plcture at its state-level
convention scheduled for October
3 at Bongalgaon,

. But some observers also feel
that the two sldes may not be
‘in_any particular hwrry to resume
talks with Mrs Indira Gandin
abroad as anhy decision will have
to be taken only with her apro-
val. Anyway, observers say = she
has made her intentions clear by
telling the pro-minoribties leftist
MPs frankly that while they will
be taken into confidence after
the finalisation of the
they need not be consulted before
that. This may . indicate that
Mrs Gandhl has left some sort of
mandate with senior central offi-
clals led by the Cabinet Secre-
tary, Mr C. R, Rrishnaswamy Rao
Sahib,

The plcture will become. Clearer
by this weekend when indications
about the Centre’s response to the
new proposals are available,
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