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November instéad « of being State violence and terrorisin
cold for Assam bScame warm are twins, Educalion and per
The Government acted unwis® gugtion are beiter methods bad

‘ly by denying the  agitalors peither the ruling party oot
the elementary right fo hold he sdmiristration has 1mac”
the central rally at the Judg- yse of these methods, The AIR

es' Field in Guwahati 90 g the chief means of goverle
November 10, It iznifed mental propagands and commu
the fuse and the non- nication Its news bulleting dis
violeut bemb  brust in tors facts and thruth and
and arvound the city in  the therefore propaganda or commy

shape of a dozen mini-rallies umcatmn is not effective, Pec
A central and disciplined rally bl elieve what the AIR
is always betfer than such mini s4ys to lease dts bosses Ironi
rallies where words usual- ii:ally thel BEC news pulleting
1y less inhibited, The adva ‘2 lare today| more relied upon in
ce of a ceniral rally is fhzit Assam The remedy #»  this
there only the Npresentatwﬂ aberraho‘l is fo restore the
speakers speak, The adminis credip! pulletins
iration adopted the game tde. threugh off presentation
tics to prevent the| rally / as of news gnd prineipled come
had once been adopied A ;'nenfs ctiohs againg. studenty
by its Bihar Counterpgrt n Pa and emploeyes have become
fnas Gandhi Maidan to \stop counter-productive Sometimes
a mighty JP rally, The CBPF actions are taken Not on  the
. jawans stationed in Assara star bzsis of rules or law but on
ted using their lathis
ihat day omwards, Indiscrimin of ruling pariy Ie';dﬂ's Ruleg
ale State violence however fail or laws are thus  subverted
ed to prevent ihie 36-hour AS IMoreever theve ar,c some ‘moth
sam bandh started on Novem eaten rules and laws whichno
ber 10, tne Path bandh pro- |onger correspondmth the colt
gramme oft November 30 and temporary roelilye
the week-long “illegal” ralies not discarded 61 ack
in pefween Unnecessary violen o  spirit og"lnm‘s*atmn on the
ce caused the deatl of ayoung part of thetexceutive Thie. T

and toblk ¢ DI
servicemas o vetrnme'lt shgmd‘ with fheir
November: 2 | violence employees and consu“[t the agl
appeam@,m m:al? forms: latm. tatmn leaders io evolve a pro
charge Vgl eating by hashcedare of resolving’ disputes
ink and - g Abuses were: keepiigiHg'a admiristration run
significant G&;’CRPF .,,ffnual Ning,atd ensuping people’s par
asked & medicals ﬂéi - licihation

ther he was _ i Assam o \work even” in the midst of the
When he replied B affitma Agitatio . Self-discipline is al
tive. he was ruthlessly Beaten Ways betler than superimposed
To ‘the officer lbe ‘@B Assa- Hiscipline Al formal punish-
mese to be an offemee, Why /ments should be withdrawn
the official behaved in such & and - an almosphere created to

Aﬁ
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manner and sullied the mame change the relationship bet
of Indian state? There -must ween the people and t(he
be something seriously wrong administration, I have a

in the instructions given - or feelitg that if the right kind

the' man has poor undersiand of approach Is made, then the
ing of Indian culture  What leaders of, the movement will
has gohe wrong? Perhaps the respond fo if. Old faciics
whole democratie framework should he Immedizfely - re-
Perhaps the policy of the ad- placed bv democratic toctics.

ministrgiion, One does - not The Government should not.
know, horrow frem reactionary voii-

Tactics of defusion has G€g® ‘fisians the idea of
nerpted into tactics of oppres-
sion, These taclics are: overuss
of police and CRPF meélhods
interested propoganda and com

dividing
people inte communities or
castes. They should rather
encourage the people fo %alk
emongst themselves to resolve

runjcation on behalf of the 5
: : their dis i is
Government  and  =ctiong ﬂm’ce\f A ST
is the serest and - quickest

against students and workers
. participating in:the program
' mes These tfactics not only go
i1l with a peaceful movement
 but erode ifs very basis, The
' oevruse of police methods has ©
given rise to the bomb  cull
at the popular level far

way of resloring lost erommus-
nal harmrony.

The or:gin of popular viole-
as tvpified by the - cult
of bomib has not so far heeno
specified  During the month
of Novernber, a numhber eof

nce

‘ roristic

fretly the basis o politisal dictations/

in the development’
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bombs burst or detecied at
several - pisces, In one case
when a bomb explodad in
the veranda of a private re-
sidence at Guwahati, an inno-
cent woman lost his life. One
hss to realise that such acls
of violence always demoralise
the people who are the rain
stay of any movVement or Go-
varnment. The authors of
violence wsuslly believe in
secrecy and conspiratorizl be-
haviowr which is against the

very spirit of democratic pub-

lie life. The odoption of tere
tactics by a’ mave-
ment or by a concicus elite
ultimately underfing tha Be-
pular masz support for @
cause. While the movenient
leaders arc not all  angles,
they have been consistently
adhering to the path of peace
ful sfruggle, and I have »
feeling that t would nof
yield to the tempta’cion of icr-
rinstic viclence either ouz of
frustration or out of idotogi
eal confusion, Because Masses
will never support violense.
" The sources of terroristic Vio.
lence have not so far been
identified. Some feel thai the
sources Yo outside the move-

ment and are no friend of
the movement. However it
would be wiser on the purk

of the socicty and the Co-

Vernment £o make .an {mpar-

tial and judicial inquiry into
all mclder.ts of viclence, both
State and terronstr‘ to iden.
tify the sgurces. There should
be also a sincere debate on
the means tn be adopied bv
soclety in achleving iz pros

claimed aimg, and ~-"ion
of ‘disputes,
The fcreigners issur can

be solved by peaceful means.
There Is a fair agreement on
d principles among the two par-
ties, buf the approaches seem
to be difterent. If the nation,
(which includes both the peo-

‘ple mnd the political parties)

so desires, it can effeclively
mediate and bridge the gap
between the fwo approaches.
The genuine
ing that their language, cula
ture, terriforial area, popula=
tion structure, and right to =
linguistic State with its ob-
vious bearing on the cltizen-
<hip rights and datles
protection and. constitutional
safeguards have tc be provid.
ed. Despife the Government's
commitment on the issue,
there i3 no firm declaration
on these speeific peints by
Parlizment and the poiifiial

Agsamese feel-

need
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parties The presen; Consbitu.
tion is vsgue on these matfers
Such a declaration may bz
a preiude tu the restoration
of mutual confidence among
the parties. After all the issuz
iz ‘basically a small nationa-
lity probleni. This is the test
way fo halt the drift towards
a gituation ©f increasing con-
frontation. The Bengali l=2a-
ders, inslead of  consianily
harping on the theme of mi-
nority righis, would do - well
to, eoncece that minority
rights in Assamese territoris
area can by fruifully enijoved!
only when they recognise ike

majority rights of small As-
.samese nationality as a his-
forigt]l necessity and :oake
due adiuvetrzents. This is he'
only way to seffle the cen.

tury old dispute between the
itwo nationalities. The detrils
o\f gech an adjustment can be
worked out only if the Ilea-
ders of tte two communities

sit together and thrush ont a
solution. -
The nafion would do  well

fo concentrate all its persua

give power fo settle the As-
samese-Bengali problem  fov
good. For the slternative is
to earry on the hair-splitting
debate o¢n fhe cut-off ' year,
with the Gevernment insisting
en 1971 and the movement
leaders insisting on 1961, Th

only solution feasible at fha
end of thiz debat, isto accens
two cut-off Fears, 6ne for Az

sam and the other for the
nation. A compromise ~ut  off
Year is often dangled as ano-

ther rrobzble date for =elu- -
tion. The details of the nego-
tiations  carried ouf in 14
rounds of talks are not yvai-

lable, Ib'1t the impages 1s
there for all to see. If this
impasse continues and  the

Government wants to stick io
1971 &s the rtoff yeuwr, .he
confrontation is likely {o ~pn-
tinue. At the momenf;, hoth
sides sre in hatile array and
the movement leaders have
announced a fresh programine
of noncooperation.

The time has-come for all
to recognise that there is a
serious lack in the situation.
‘The naticnal leaders seem to
‘be in the refreaf, Had WMaha!-
ha Gandhi, Jawaharlal or (P
Leen alive foday, they would
have seurely come fo Assam
to talk directly to the masses.
Distant falking and wild accu-
sations® from afar hardly help
matters. © The nation must





