am pﬁts off
- move for
~ forest police

By Our Correspondend
GAUHATI, October 12.
F. formation of the proposed
forest police battalion has been|
postponed by the Assam  govern-
ment owing to paucity of funds,
according to Mr. Sadhidhar Raj-
khowa, chief conservator of forests,
He is, however, hopeful that it

will be established in tie near|

future.

The proposed battalion will not only ||

prevent destruction of forest wealth

In A interview, Mr. Rajkho'v.r'i ald
large-scale encroachments Had taken
place in the Doyang, Number; Diphu

and Rengma forests. in'‘the Golaghat |,

sub-diviion, thed{ Gohpur,  Biswanath,
Gali and Powa forests in the Darang
district and paris of the north Lakhim«
pur, Cachar,isouth Kamrup and Haltu-
gaon divisions..

He confirmed that almost all “khas”
fand in ‘theé. neighbourhood = of the
Kaziranga national park was uader
the occupation of encroachers.

He said the forest department had
suggested the creation ‘of a reserved
forest, covering several hundred hec-
tares of “khas” land, in the vicinity
of the Kaziranga Park, The proposal
was yet t0 be approved by the gov«
ernment, A .

Encroachment and posching are the
two major threats to the flora and
fauna of Assam, as elsewhere ia the
country. :

The forest department has & fores
consisting of forest guards, but & is
too smal land ill-equipped to deal with
the twin threats, The guards aye not

properly trained in the use of firearms |
and arc generally armed  with only |

lathis, {

‘There ‘have been several instances i
which guards have fallen to poachers’
bullets, Home guards have been assist-
ing them in “policing” the forests bt
this ‘has not helped solve the problesa
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to any significant extent, 4 :
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