Assani Press
panel to
be recast

From Our Staff

Corresponde;
; SEPT, 27.~The
epdr ~of Assam  and

a, Mr Prakash Meh-
as decided to recons-
the Assam Press
@o6nsultative Committee im-
mediately to establish a rap-

port  between the  state
government and the journa-
lists.

To be headed by one of the
advisers, to, the, Gavernop, the
new mittee will " include
propyietops, editors and work=
ing/ journalists of |importdnt

ahd  weekli¢s, , which

i r of Informdtion and
Public Relations of. the gov-
ernment as members.

During an informal chat at
the Raj  Bhavan here, the
governor told this correspon=
dent that such ‘a committee,
he felt, would bed of use to
improve relations between the
press and the  government,
which appeared to have. been
estranged during the  recent
past,

He said that he was convin-~
ced of the imperative need to
reconstitute the committee
when a group of local press
people met him recently in a
deputation.

A state press consultative
commitiee for Assam had
been constituted by the Gov-
ernor in September 1871 in
accordance with Rule 3(3) of
the Press Consultative Com-
wmittee Rules 1969 “for the
burpose of consultation by the
state government to dispose of
the matter, codifying or res-

cinding the order issued by
them.” Those rules Were
framed under the Criminal

and Election Laws Amend-
ment Act of 1969 “to prohibit
the printing or publication of
any document or many clauses
of documents relating to a
particular subject for a speci-
fic period or in a particular
Issue or issues of a newspaper
or periodical’ ‘

! were arrested

The consultative committee
constituted in 1971 became de-
funct since the days of the
Junata rule in the state, wheyl
the state administration alleg-
edly indulged in fayouritism
in respect especially of releas-
ing advertisements to new§-
papers. While such favoug-
tism is alleged to be stll}
continuing, the Con_gress(}[

| government early this ye_&t; |
| even imposed ‘pre-censorhh}?
on some local newspapers 1g-
noring the consultative com-
mittee altogether. Under ‘ghe ‘
" eurrent presidential rule, | the
editors of two ?’ewspaéoferi ha;g
" isher of one of
the publish S i

the W though oni, certain specifie
~ charges, ;

Thbe local journalists in thelr

~ deputation | represented all

these grievances to Mr
kash Mehortra, who

. these’ matters  ipife
and take necessa /’actlon.
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