Assam leaders .
poised for next
round of talks

By SHEKHAR GUPTA
Express News Service ’
GAUHATI, Oct. 18

Behind-the-scene activity is on
to  resume uegotiations on the
foreign nationals issue and to en-
(sure that the uext round of talks,
likely after Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s,

reburn from Mexico, yields coney
results,

yet Rajiv  Gandhi at, Dimspur,
Nagalang, during  his” recent tour
fo the northeast, efforts are being
made at other levels to. bring
about g compromise, 4

But there ig sbill -2 wot of gug-
Dense as to the  attityde vith
which twf eNex will approash
the oget vo\nfi, T ¢ agitators'do nof
vet khow e Goveroment's ming

on th broposals ssutbma:ted
by th afout thype . weeks back
G . ; & _Government

S out what

; gitation leader-
ship takela  pa uncompromis-
ing stand \on cerfain’ issues.

Chief § trefary Ramesh Chandra
has heen in New Delhi, Tt is expected
in. somevgircles that when he re-
turns  the “draft  of clarifications
will 'be with him.

Observers say  even though the
Centre may have liked to delay
things o little more because of the
problemsg in Punjab, it ig brecisely
because of that teason now that it
will keep active contact  with the
Assam  agitators, Tt i fnteresting to
See how the agitatore in Assam
have ugeq the strite in Punjab as
a stick to beat fhe Uniop  Home
Minister with and, also, as a veilad
instrument of thyent, i

The AASU ang AAGSP leaders
have been issuing  statemeantg re-

gularly delying My, Zail Singh  to
call the Khalistan movement ge-
cessionist  while “he had lost no
time using that adjectjive for {he
Assam agltation”, Similarly, there
has been a stream  of sarcastie
letters in  the local press  ¢rom
beople taking pete of the fact that

the Khalista, movement has begy
in the Hofe Minister's own_«teof
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