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NEW DELHI, July 14 (UNL)—
The Assam agitation leaders have
confronted the Union Home Minis-
try with @ 1963 Central Govern-
ment document which rejects pos-
session of a ration card by an im-
migrant or his having voted in ¢n
election as evidence of being an
Indian national.

The document was prepared by’

the Extermal Affairs Ministry to
counter the Pakistanj propaganda
that India was pushing its own na-
tionals into East Pakistan.

The document was shown to the
Home Ministry by the All-Assamn
Students Union (AASU) represen-
tatives when the officials stated
that holders of ration cards or
school certificates could not e
considered foreigners in Assam.

The Ministry paper describes as
“spurious” a number of grounds

* the Pakistani authorities had ad-

o

vanced in support of their stand.

Among them  are: The Alien’'s
mother is buried in  Tripura, be
was cultivating land in Assam, he
held ration cards, he had a few
rent receipts and  could produce
some property documents, he held
a receipt for house rext and mu-
nicipal taxes~he pgid sdpscription

The} dqcundent i¢y that “for-
eigne Beidence 10
[ndia , admt
their chiltren to “Schools enter

subscrijtibns to mosques and o-
cieties, fden bury their mothers
soil. Documents concern-
ing Muslim warriages can be
made to order anywhere in India
or Pakistan, House rent and ssve-
ral municipal taxes are payable by
foreign and Indian natiomals
alike.” . :
The document says: “A mothers
grave, a patch of land, a rent re-
ceipt, a school certificale 18 1o
evidence of nationality. Nattona-
lity is based on more substantial
and fundamental considerations:”
Rights of citizenship and mnation-
ality are governed by the India’s
Constitution and the
Act. Articles five six and seven of
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Citizenship™

the Constitution and Sectiens thtee
four five and six of the Citizen-
ship Act clearly define ‘and pres-
cribe who an Indian citizen is,

“The immigrants on whom noti-
ces to quit India had been served
were not able to produce any evi-
dence that they satisfied any of
the provisions of the' Constitution
or the Citizenship Alet: in regard
to ‘citizemship.” ,

The document says: Pakistani
propaganda then sought ito make
much of the fact that the name of
a few of the jillegal ‘immigrants
‘Weré't be found®on Indian electo-

ral polls. "The fact is/that ‘enlist-
men o‘f,f_or%lg s, in the' voters’
lists""has! dt ‘timés taken place af,.

£ llitically interest-
rﬁ rties.  Political
¢en known to fakes
-{¢ inflate the num-

ber of theirl zs‘iaorters at election
time @nd some undoubtedly used
the illegal. settlafsiirom Pakistan
towards: thig’ 3
It goes: an:y ™

the instanc§
ed  personsy

3Wt.all. this _has no

relevance fo the gfuestion of estab- |

rSON'S hame s,
ly, inscribed -on
es. not prove or

lishing that.
rightly “or. wj
the voters’ "lisi" d@es no 0!
confer Indian’ ni ioinallw or citl-
zenship. This' legdl "position  has
been confirmedsby, decisions of the
Supreme ‘Court wfjiindia.”

The documeni gays:
sufficient fool-praof ‘evidence to
show that landehungry immigrants
from Pakistan sneaked through
the /border, disp@ssessed innocent
iribesmen of thelk | forests and
lands, cultivated these and even
paid land :revenueYuntil their ow-
nership of the land was discovered
to be fraudulent.# Through these
questionable meaus , with occasional
connivance of pefty local officers,
some of the ille(gal immigrants
armed themselves with - dubious
documents of pegistration of pro-
perty. A great.” inajority of the
illegal immigrants: encroached and
took over Govermment land.” ‘

It continues: {Many Pakistan
nationals who left ‘Tripura them-/

selves stated “on ‘return that they :

had helned, worked and voted for

“Fhere isl ;

candidatés of a  political party.
These foreigners were no doubt
assisted, through questionable |
practices, to have their names put
on the voters’ list.” ! : {

The' document adds that the
aliens’ effort has been to accumu: '
late subsidiary = or circumstantial
“evidence” since they lacked pri-
mary and essential proof of Indian

-nationality.

The document concludes by stat-
ing .that hunger for land brought
them to Tripura and Assam. To |
satisfy their hunger, they misled !
innocent ftribesmen, forged docu- |
ments and invented the so-called
“evidence” of Indian nationalit |

Assam leader
‘agree to
‘meet officials

Hindustan Times Correspondent
NEW = DELHI, . July 14—Home
| Minister Zail Singh today calmed
' the frayed tempers of the leaders
of the Gana Samgram Parisha
| and the All-Assam Sfudents Unieb
and averted a break-down o
| dialogue over the future of fe
who migrated to Assam

1961 and 1971,
He persuaded them to

et offi-

|"clals in the representative/ commit-

tee again § Lrow.. to' continpe
the discussion t) eye a solutjon.
Emerging withl a{brodd smile’
his face, i

ing new ill be
found out

An ‘offici okesman gaid sub- {
sequently “effortsf #o find a |
solution wWill\ continue.’ @

It is underdtood that the leaders |
of the .Assy movement pressed |
the Home ister today to fix

pnincmlqs for*etection of foreign-
ers, their deletion from the elec-
toral ‘rolls and  distribution to
other States. for: re-seftlement,
They insisted that this be done
in the presence of the negotiating
official team comprising Home and
Law Ministry officials and the full
delegetron\s.ot AASU and AAGSP,
;vvho .participated in today’s meet-
ng.
‘ According to the Assam leaders,
the Home Minister evaded stipulat-
ing the principles and indicated
that this could be discussed at the
committee meeting tomorrow.
They claimed that Mr Zail Singh
had agreed in principle to the |
seven-point demand submitted by
them ln February 1980, regarding |
detection of foreigners, their dele- |
tion from electoral rolls and re- |
settlement outside Assam or depor- |
ta%on. & {
But, they felt thwarted that 1}?/
Zail Singh, was not prepared ((9/
give this to them in writing,
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