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Ag the agitation leadership and
the law and order machinery In
Assam gear up for. the next round
of -the agitation. on the: foreign
nationals Issue ome is -inclined to
ask: does this raean that all the
goins and goodwill achleved ab
the recent rounds of talks have
been finally nullified? :

There are optimists
informed - observers who sbill
think  all i rot lost, Bub , the
general impression ¢ that, given
the extent of the gemeral feeling
cof alienation in the Brahmapuira
valley, the anger of the agitation

“ leadership against what i . calls
the police and CRPY atrocliles,
and the Government’'s resolve to
counter the agitation with  full
force, it will not be long. hefore
things get. irretrievably out of
control. ]

Those who have watched the
Agsany aglitation since it ° began
say : there was al no stage so
much bitterness among the Agsa-
mese population as one sees no%w.

among well-

Tor the first time they sre having .

s real hrush with aubhorily: and
the experience has mot been plea=
sant. Added to this igs the feeling

that the centre has wused the
$ime gained during the talks. to
consolidate the law and  order

machinery’ which is now strong
enough to look at the itators
with disdain. This s exactly the
stmosphere for extremilsm .to pros-
per observers say.

The last few rounds of bandnhs

gources 6ay,

"pression
circles that the agitation can' be .

have ceen & new ftrend. While
they succeeded in paralysing nor=
mal life, the Government malu-
tained the essential services, ma-
naged something like 60 to 70 per
cent sitendance in government
offices and almost completely pre=
vented ‘picketing, A feeling 18
growing that the handh is Josing
its slgniflcance as an instrument
of popular pressure. That is why,
! the agitators have
decided on a major ‘change in
strategy by calling for 36-hour
2lvil disobedience, beginning on
the morning of December 14.

‘This, observers say, s the @agl-
tators’ second eiforg this year to
draw people out in an active defl=
ance of authority. The first at-

, tempt met with only partial suc-

cess, as nob Imanypeople €ame
out to hlock the zoads. The agl-
tators’ explanatlon,  however, is
that there was' no need off squatb
ing a8 most of the private and
government vehicles were off /the
roads. Bub if that was the objec~
tive they need not have called for
3, road-blockades -A-bandh would
thiave ensured this.

On' the other  hand, notwith~
stonding the law ‘and order ma-
chinery’s confidence about heing
able to handle any situatlon, the
CGovernment will be making a,
mistake if 1t read too much Tin its
relative Success so far in handl-
ing the agitation. Sources say
the events of the last three weeks
have helped perpetuate an  im-
in higher CGovernment

put down by force, This, obser-

“leaders| have not

vers feel, will be & very danger-
ous presumpbion

Observers point outthat in
Assam-  extremist qactivity has
increased every: tilne the main
thrust of the agitafion lias heen

blunted. Tt séems the, extremists

and the AASU-ALGSE men are
still operating independent of

each other, with the latter deci-
sively dominant, Bul as’ . time
passes and people get more alies
nated ana aNGLY, the situation
fwill change.

The  AASU - AAGSP leaders rea-
lisessthis. That. is why they have
been) groping for g neéw strategy.
Observers attach significance to
the ‘factsthat the AASU-AAGSP
so "far condem-
ned the recent acts of sabotage
and” bombings which have clai-
med at least three lives. Farlier,
condemnations from them lmd
been. prompt and strong,

The AASU leaders are on e
cord as’ having said ' that  they
will have to think of an alterna-
tive to pveaceful agitation if the

Government “persisted with = the
-use of lathis and bullets.” They
may ' nobt yet endorse violence
but, observers feel, 'if they go' in
for some relatively’  desperate
measures, it 'will not be. fair  to
, blame them entirely. L

Even. senior functionaries of
the Government admit that the
reasocn why the Government will

try to contain the agitation is
not that the sympathy for the
agitation 1s waning. It is more
becauﬁe the  population in the

. course of this ag

" crossed. - Apparently,

Brahmapus / used
to being traa harshfy/and the
CRFF has 3 sCare, . This
will inevitab ve a backlash,

The agitators tqo are in a dif-
ficult: spot, sai source close to
tiie agitation Ilejdership. “In’ the
tation one thing}
has led to another, When wa
hegan, nearly two years back, we
could not imagine we will be  af}
this pass, Now, since it has been
8, spontaneous process, there is
no. knowing where we will he
tomorrow.”

The agitators also realise that
if they start the agitation with
full momentum again, things ave
going to be difficull and  they
have to contend with stiff police
retaliation. Cne of them sums
up: *“Now is the real test, Tt
swas different earlier when the“ i
administration made no secret
of its sympathy for the cause,|
Picketing was then a plenic, 1t
wmay méfm ploodshéed now.” i

Iy is ‘with this realisation that
the agitation leadership will ea- |
gerly await the response to . its
c¢all for civil disobedience.

The law and order machinery,
meanwhile, is keeping its fingers)
its strategy
will be to pack the state trans-|
port buﬁes , rails and ferries ge-|

neroubly with . policemen to |
ensure that there is no Llcketless
travel, But that will make

con- |
frontation a distinct possibility,[
particularly now that the agita-
ting mobs take delight in jeering
at the CREF men,
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