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NEW DYLHI, Dec. 30.—The agri-
q‘t ral situation in Assam has

ved. it was officially claimed
herd}today. The production of food
grain in the State has increased
from about 2.4 million tons during,
1979.80 tn 2.7 million tons during
198281, It is likely to reach a re-
cord ficure of more than 2.8 mil
lion tons during the current vear
in snite of the drousht conditions
in certain pockets. Krishi Bhavan
said in an official release.

A task force apnointed by the

Ministry of Agriculture lact year
identified a number of provram

mes for development ' of agricul,

ture. fisheries and animal: husban:
A number of pro:

 gramroes were drawn un by the

Devartment of Agrienlture and ‘a
special:‘tlloration of Rs'1.530er res
made for the vromotien’, of*"

- proved varieties of paddy,y ﬁJherf

es, cross-breeding programme and

:‘dovelopmemL of cooper; 1ves

As a result‘there 1§7
menal nrodress in<the ?north \east
in growing wheat as a.secondiérop
on rice fallows..which used to ibe
left nnenltivated during™ the irabl.
season. The progress, it"1s. clatmed.
is as good as the green reavo] 1on
of Punjah.

Against z1 000 hectares of arey

vhenos

1 undsr wheat 10 vears ago. a second

cron of wheat after naddy is being
taken on 135.000 hectares this year

1 and 200.600 hectares will ‘'be cover-

ed naxt vear. This has heen made
vossible by a large-seale porular-

ization of schort-duration paddy so |

that it can be harvested about a
month before growing wheat.

The number of minikits of new
varieties of paddy for this purnose

was increaged from 10.000 kits Jast
vear to 70,000 kits this year. This
har also increased the ver ‘hectare
vield of raddy from 880 kg per
hectare fwo years ago fo more
than 1.100 kg per hectare this
vear.

“target is 14.000 tons.

theetare being the national average,
‘the consumntion in
‘hardly 2 kg per hectare until

'Agmmﬁmml Situation In
Assam Improves

quintal. About 11,000 quintals
have already been distributed.

Community nurseries are also
belng encouraged so that trans-
plantation can be taken yp imme-
diately on the onset of the first
showers of the monsoon, which
helps in early harvesting of paddy.
Against Rs 2 lakhs given 'for this:
nurpose  during 1979-80, the |
Centre’s ouflay this.year is Rs 10'
lakhs and Rs 15 lakhs are going
to be spent next year

Assam hag been onheg ot the!
States in the lowest bracket of
fertilizer, consumption. Against
118 kg per hectare of fertillzers[
used 1in ‘Punjab / and 32 kg per

Assam was
a
few years ‘ago. The consumption
reached. the 9.300-ton mark dur-
ing ,1980-81, The current year's

This" inerease in.the consumption
of fertilizers has heén possible
because of the . efforts of the
Centre to reach the stocks to the |
block level at Government ex-|
nense. ovening of new storage
facilities in the interior, by in-|
tensive extension effort and open- |
ing of new sale points. {

The short-term credit
izers and other inouts given byt
the Centre has been’ inore\ased»
from Rs 1 crore during 1979 80 “to
Rs 3.5 crores during the current
year,

for fertil |

The Centre is meeting the entire

subsidy or improved  variety of
paddy at the rate of Rs 100 per
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