4 more killed in”Assam firing -

ey . 4 ({ Hindustan Times .Correspbndént “ ',
GAUHATI, Jan. 1 — Four As- was [njured. Earlier a.bomp

sam agitationists were killed
score injured today in leicgnt(‘li:
ing —"one in Nowgong and the
others in Darranﬁ -district, as the
gs-hour “rasta  roko” stir ended at
p.m. amidst alarming reports of near Jalukbari. \
confrontation between the security \
forces escorting the road transpot’t! Official Press vele
and train services in the Brahma- | sald a magisterial \in
putra valley, ibeen ordered ltno today's
Three persons were killed and ! firing at smgxhia-Bhaﬁ% Ao

ploded near the rajtway
damaging about: oue: foo
track! Another explosion
gorted Jast night| from the
ridge on the natipnal

10 injured in police firing yester- magisterial inquiry \ ready
a%h : . been ordered into .yesterday’s fir-
The police opened fire today at ing at Demow. gy

Murateteli, near Tezpur town, to

disp(_erse a huge crowd which was

obstructing the Rangapara-Tezpur

;ram. Three of the agitators were
illed on'the spot and 13 serlous-

Iy injured in.the firing, which pgg-

ceded a lathi-charge and tear gas:.

¢ stone-throwing

fpom the cr i y
/ Governine souyces here told
fthns corr¢spondent fhat the driver

The release said several cases of
attempted sabotage wére reported
from various parts of the State.

A bomb exploded on the Silghat-

. Chaparmukh railway line eausing
some damage to the track, while
four other unexploded bombs were
also found in the area.

Two explosive -tlleviges ,Werg

of the trai found, one at Tangla Bazar an
! Relieved to v;%i h eel:‘y f?l'.f&mfsrl(’)(’t another near the rallway statlon.

gst the crow m " The army staged a flag march

this morning in Demow village
atill tense after yesterday’s vio-
lence and police firing in which
three persons were killed and 10
injured. .

The army was deployed yester-
day on both sides of the national

ing at Murateteli
hour before the

anjit Das, and Mr A,
ake injured persons were
skied to the Tezpur Civil Hospi-

Other reports said the squatters

on the railway track removed the
?{ooden- sleepers and set them: on
ire, ..

The army was called out -and a
flaz march followed. An indefinite
curfew was' later clamped in the’
area. . £ . ¥

One agitationist, - Mr Banamali
Muktiar, a student, was killed
and three persons were injured in -
police firing at Singhia-Bhakata-
gaon in Newgong district,

-~ Official reports from the Now-.
gong . district administration said
the police opened fire at about 11
a.m, following obstruction of the
railway track by over 7,000/people

there,  The crowd, according * to
official accounts,.did not disperse.
in spite of a lathi-charge and.tear-
gassing, Firing was ordered . to
keep the swelling crowd "at bay.

An indefinite curfew was clamped
in the disturbed area.

The Dpolice also opened fire at'
Biswanath Charali ahout 100 /km
from  Tezpur, to disperse an'irate
crowd from the railway track and
at least five persons were injured
in. the. firing.

Other reports said the police
lathi-charged a .crowd near Tezpur.
town to clear the railway track.
The police also burst tear  gas
shells. SV

In the Greater Gauhati Munict-
pal Corporation area, the police
had to fire five teargas shells at
Kamakhya railway station ‘to' dis- | parts of Darrang, Nowgong ang”
perse a 200-strong crowd which ' Goalpara districts. 7/
was' attacking the CRPF pe gn- i

le

nel on duty,” One CRP con_sq
Hirnduestanr Timaes,
2.[J0m | 1991

A cautionary measure.
Army and para-military.

the-clock vigil in the tense areas.

measure.

Over 400 persons were arrested
from different parts of the State
during the “rasta roko” stir, offi-
cial sources said.

Seventy persons, including 35
women, were arrested from: differ-
ent parts of Gauhati today. Fifteen
of them were taken into . custody
from a college hostel.

About 90 persons, 87 of them

women, were arrested at Jalux-
hari, when they tried to prevent

the movement of the Gauhati-
Lucknow Express at noon.

The Government claimed that
the national and state highways
throughout the State were kept
free from the blockade. However,
the number of both public and

vate vehicles was “very much
less

The rail.and ferry services were
also “by and large normal’,

dra said the blockade programme
had no impact on the North Ca-
char and Karbl Anglong and in

/ /
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\leaders fast |

highway and curfew imposed' for |
500 metres between Bebajia and
| Raha including Dimow, as “a pre= |

per- - %
sonnel were maintaining a round- |

Armed pickets were guarding stra- |
tegic places as a precautionary

Chief Secretary Ramesh Chan- -

| )/ @AUHATI, Jan, | (PTI) —The
/ ;}émsam Students Union (AASU)

e ""'lﬂﬂ?
ssam stir . 2

in Delhi

1 Hindustan Times Correspondent

| NEW. DELHI, Jan, 1 — Assam
'agitation leaders, now. here- to|
apprise  Opposition  party lea-
ders of their demands, today
undertook a 12-hour token fast
to focus attention on the pro-
blem of foreigners in:the State.
The seven leaders, who said
they fasted for 12 hours, com-
\plained of repression by the Goy-
| enment. ¢ T

| All-Assam . Students Union
| general secretary Bhrigu . Kumar
| Phukan, its vice-president, . Mr
{ Nurul Hussain and its .executive
| committee members, Mr Digen
| Borasand -Mr Arun Sharma, and
| All-Assam/ Gapa : Sangram Pari-
| shad convener\Bira Sh :
AAGSP/ execytive
. members,
| Patwayi fand
| joined/ the fast

attitude \fo the Assamese, cele- |
brated . the! New Year with a
| bloodbath by " killing Innocent
peoplé;” he said. 4 {
| © Mr Phukan said his team had|
| met Bharatiya Janata ' Party
| president Atali‘Behari Vijpayee
and its general secretary, Mr LK. |
. Advani, and Janata Party presi-
| dent Chandra Shekhar and its
| general secretary, Mr Ravindra
| Varma. It had also met Lok ]?al
| leaders Madhu Limaye and Biju
| Patnaik, Forward Bloc leader
Chitta Basu and ' Communist
| Party of India (Marxist). mem-
ber of Parliament Samar Mu-
. kherjee. ]

Asked -about the ‘Opposition
 leaders’ reaction to their de-
mands, Mr Phukan said all of
\ them, barring those of the CPI-M
! and the Forward Bloc, had ex-
pressed their sympathy with the
AASU cause.

~ "Call for protesf
_7day on Jan 4
A/ i

-

-'-a.ui;;l: All Assam Gana Sangram
Pari (AAGSP), at an_emelr
gency meeting tonight decided |
fo observe a protest day on Jam.
4 gagainst “inhuman and barbar-
ous” killings of veople in police
firings in Nowgong and Darrang
district during. the 36-hour road
blockade movement.

Mr Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.
president of the. AASU, and Mr
Atul Bora, convener of the]
AAGSP, in a. statement urged t-he§
traders to close their shops and |
markets on that day as a mark |
of respect to the memory of the/
deceased. VAT

/



sold

arrested yesterday were re [Foadsy No lickets were ti
vit] State

leased along . with today’s ar ! at’ Nalbari station of

fBandn’ . Several people, in
lcluding  woemen, young girla taken to Guwsahati in a
and hoye were arrested near VOY wvestérday. No
Bhangagsrh, “following ~ wild® buse= originating at
lathi charges by the CREPP - rat. Ten studenfs were
personnel. The arrests includ rested yesterday,
ed Sri Keshab Bora, a .promi- ]
nent citizen and businessmawn: call given by AASU and
of the City and Sri Raldev 'AAGSP ‘Path Bandl¥ pro
Sarma, Superintending FEnei | gramme jn Karbi Anglong dis
neer. Itrict successfully observed, No
With the conclusion of the 0lying of State Trarsgrot and
36-hour ‘Path Bandh’ at 5 this Private buses from Diphv fo
evening, the city-life eame other parts of the State  is

con-

ar-

back to wormal with all vebi |
cles back on the roadsfi Hov
ever, the people are indignant
and shocked at the barbarous
firlngs and inhuman behaviour
of she law-enforcers on the
peacetul agitators in different
parts of tha State.

Bongalgaon : Police created
virtual reign ‘of -terror today
in and around Bongaizaon.

At New Bongaigaon Railway
station police chased away and

brutally bheat up large num-

reported. Selling of tickets in
State Transport buses is total-
1y nfl ]
' DIBRUGARH; | Road commu
| njcation bhetwesp  Dibrugarh
with rest Of ¢he country re-
‘mained disruptétl during the
| 86-hour road: Biockade laun-
chetl by AASU and  AAGSP
foreigners jgSue All mod-
es of, r0ad trénspory including
bjeycles rtemained Off . ihe
roads ™ in Dibrugarh  Wwhile
only a few

ber of lady npicketers, Twen- hus.c left Dibrugarh yeste::

tysix pickelers were arrested.! day
Bolice compelled the trugk dri-| @scort

under  heavy

bufi withouf onty &

‘vers to piy bus on Natlonal yory fow passangeis.

Jigh way No vehicle

cessfully here today. All vehi-
cles, bieycles including State
buses were off the roads. The
‘RPF were seen chasing
tent volunteers taking part in
2ath Bandh during the blo-
'-ade period. The CRPF ' al-
*gedly beat up innocent per-
ons and several Indiscrimi-

ate arrests were made: wv | The rail and ferry service®
olice, ; : were also by .and ' large

DERGAON: The Path RPrmal ,
3andh programme peacefully  An Official Press rel¢ade
concluded at Dergaon, All  tonight said that a Magis-
sorts of . vepicles ‘including {rial enquiry had been order- |
Transport buses during the ed jnto today's police firing
entire blockade perfod and At Singia Bhakatgoon village
{trains did not move, The 'nder Samoguri police Statitn

|Government and  Semi-Govern
Iment  service holders of dji-
[tant places attended 'duty

on
foot. )
! NALBARI: At Nalbari all
private buses rickshaws pull-

carts bicycles ete; were off

even'|
rieyele were seenion the road.| claimed

PATHSATLA:. The 36-hour! o5 i
and Sta Highways through-
road blockade passed off. suce Ofllt, ai;ete g ¥ g

stu=

The Government

State Were

ever, the
bublic and Private
Were Very much ]esS,

| number of

Parti--

State TransvOrt

kepf.
‘free from the bloCkade. Haw-

bYth |
vehicles |

rests: at the end of the Path Tinnsbort during blockade pe-
viod except one bus that.was |

transport |
Nalbari |

DIPHU: In response to the |

police |

; today |
that e Jati®2l |

cularly g]l modeg Af Dbrivate |

franspory  including bi-c¥cleS.
and auto rickShaws were off
the road.
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