Govt. apatheﬁé; feel N-E region faces

ELMI, July 12 (UND).

Assam agitation leadders to-
day expressed indignation over
the sudden Jpostponement of a sche-
duled meeting with senior officials
and doubted the sincerity of
.government in resolving
reigners’ issue.

7 The AllAssam Stud
,,(JAASU) president, ]
Uumar Mahanta, said
ponements of mesting
governiment’s apathy i
1ssue early.
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was adopting ‘‘delaying tactics” and

valuable time was being wasted.

The All-Assam Gana Sangram Pari-

shad (AAGSP) conveners, Mr. Atol
Bora and Mr. Biraj Sarma, said, “This
was not the way to solve what every-
body had admmcd was a national pro-
blem,”

The talks scheduled for today after-
fioon_ will, however, be resumed to-
ow) after a dayls break today.

ensus” had emerged in the
mittee meeting yesterday on a
detection formula on ‘foreigners’ and

ment allied measures, reports PTI.

Mr. Bora exrixessed the hope th'xt
“somcthmg concreté”  would emerge
in the resumed talks, failing which the
Assam movément Icaders might have
to reconsider their commued stay. in
the capital,

NO NEWHORMULA

.Spokesmen for both thefKASU and
the AAGSP described as “incorrecl”
2 news agency (not TUNI) lepmt that
some new formula had emeiged at the
discussions yestcrd'\}'m Mr. Mahanta
{ said, “Nothxﬁ’d"« wag ey Q{ved not to
épeak of a new. formula)’

Mr.  Atul Borg, Mr. Sarma and
another. AAGSP convener, Mr. Jatin
Goswami,. dénied 'any  new proposal
had been put forward by the agitating
organisations,

“What was discussed yesterday was
our October, 1980 proposal on the|
principles of detection  and deletion.

We reiterated our stand yesterday.”
éxplained Mr, Nibaran Bora, AAGSP
leader.

Mr. Jatin Goswami, who did not

think the government was interested: in

evolving a fair selution to the pro. |

blem, $aid it was treating it as a re-
fugee problem. “‘It' has not been able'
to tell us who is a foreigner, Officrals |
always speak of the people whom they
mean refugeeq

The government had put fOIWﬂld its
formula but did not want it considerges
within the parametres of existin
and the constitution, he sai
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DELHI, July 12: Starved of
the nodh—eactem region’s
; oblem is not merely of starting new
industrial projects  for e‘(plomnﬂ its
vast storehouse of raw material, but
of making those alteady set up to
work.
Although th
a spcclal eff
projects i

tre is now making

development
to tackle the
f the agitations and
up. in  different
5, it is obvious |
his regard
problcm of
qolved.

set up in Nagaland which
has been ]ymg idle since its inaugura-
"tion 12 years ago. The project has cost
Rs, 70/ crores and yet not a sheet of
ipaper has been produced. Another is
the sugar. mill set up in the same state, |
It is hmnmg along

Basically, it is a prob'em of trained
personnel. The Nagas are  pechaps
learning to their cost that bemg hyper-
sensxtwe over the influx of ‘foreip-
ners”’ does not heln solve the problem
of development. The pulp and paper |
' mili cou'd not be comsmissioned heca-

}me it has not been alz'e to get about

100 engineers and technicians needed
to make the mill run.

A few lakhs of runees has been |
spent by the state government in ad-
vcrtising the nosts foe the technical }
personnel without getting adeguate res-
ponse. The shorfage of trained people
is obviously soing to be an important
factor rctard'ng development in the’
region .

The sophisticated  machinery and
requipment acquired for the pulp and
paper mi'l, canable of producing paper
worth Rs, 10 lakhs a day, have so
far. not been utilised thus depriving
the state government of an important
source of ‘acome. Besides. the state
| .exchequer is beina strained in main-
tainng the huge idle staff of 800 offi
cers and men for the mill,

The huge Ceatral grants, which are
being pumped into the region in the
name of development are ironically
said to be another factor hindering the
progress of the region, The deve]op-
ment funds are being diverted to aon-
develonment purposes and are wonkmg
‘as a disincentive for any purposive in-
vesiment which could increase the 4

fact, increasing.






