oy !
‘VCovt ag/a"l
Assam ta
at Gauhati

Hindustan time Correspondent

:  DELHI, Nov, 11 — While

welcoming the All-Assam Students

Union’s decision to resume talks
on the foreigners’ issue, the Union

Government feels that the venue

f)f Ht]}_le next round should also
elhi, )

It may not he possible
cede the AASU’s demand for hold-
ing talks at Gauhati, as was made
clear to the Assam 1

the conclusion of the last round|!

here.

, It is pointed out that the Gov-
ernment was anxious that concrete
decisions should be taken at the
next meeting with Assam leaders
but it would not be possible to do
S0 at Gauhati, A great deal of
secretarial assistance was needed
in such discussions and, some-
times, senior otficials of other Min-
istries were also inyeired. It would
not be possible fgf all of them to
be available at Ghuhati fhr &+
sions.

The Governmgnt, ;thg
pects that AAJU i)
the matter anfi ag cept
tion to talks herb
However, thdre
about dates whichl could
by mutual dischsdions,

The Governme it i1s pointed
out, is anxious to meet the legiti~
mate demands of the people of
Assam, keeping in view at the
same time, historical factors, hu-
manitarian considerations and the
commitment to refugees from erst-

' while East Pakistan. It has assure
ed on many occasions that the lin-
" guistic and cultural identity of
Assam must be preserved and pro-
moted. The process of normalcy
can be hastened if the AASU a
AAGSP start appreciating the rdh.
" littes of the situation, the chal-
|| lenges that lie

its i

goodwill and wunderstanding in
dealing with the problem. -

PTI adds:

Gauhati: The All-Assam Stu-

dents’ Union today decided to par-
ticipate in the next round of talk§
with the Centre on the foreigners

—

eaders before| have

»Phukan added.

ahead and show

issue provided the discussions are
held in Gauhati,

meeting of cutive, which
reviewed ghg situption following
denja for holding a
pulf ssam agitation

lead
Th so' decjded to
jdials to

o Nov.' 20 and 21,
at Phukan, AASU
genetal ary, saidihere.

| The Ce Government had in-
| vited \thel Assam agitation leaders
| for the\ 13

Mr Brighu K

Nov. 19for solving the
" issue in Assam, :

Mr Phukan sald that the AASU |
had already expressed its “unwill-
ingness”vat"the last round of talks
to go to Delhi again and again,

He, 'however, made It emphati- |
cally clear that AASU was not
against continuing the discus§ion.
“Our doors are always open,” Mr

~7957 = /Z{Wuléé/rl Zemps

The AASU’s decision would be
placed before the central executive
committee of the All-Assam Gana !
‘Sangram Parishad, the co-sponsor
of the anti-foreigners’ agitation,
scheduled to be held here tomor- |
oW,

Mr Phukan said the executive
[dlscussed the next phase of agita-
[tional programmes as the Centre
failed to accept the demands. of
the agitation leaders.

The programmes would be an-
nounced after discussion at ithe

AAGSP meeting tomorrow. /«
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