G()vt won’t relent on
lmpmq tical demands

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 19 — The
Assam bandh which, according to
reports reaching here, was only
partially successful, has not soften-
ed' the Government’s opposition to
the  “impractical” demands of the
agitators.

The Government expects the All
Assam Students Union (AASU)
and the All Assam Gana S y
Parl‘;had (AAGSP) i

cussed by Unio
Zail Singh with
of his Ministry.

the State Governmelt dffices had
functioned normally. he train
services, the air services and the
citv hus services were also.normal-
The Cachar -district, as alsny the '
two hill districtss » Karli Anglong
and North Cachar had also  not
been affected by the bandh. ™

The Centre had requisitioned a
sizeable number. of Central

nel to protect Government instal-
Jations and ‘also provide escort to
buses and trains during the bandh.
If the Assam leaders decide to in-
tensify their agitation, more rein-
forcement will be rushed to the
State, 'since the Government is de-
termined to fully maintain law and
order.

The , Central Government _is
hopeful that the State leaders will

.
- |

Re-
‘serve Police /and the BSE-person-

respond to the latest invitation for
talks sent by the Union Home
Secretary and communicate the
d};ate which would be convenient to
them.

It is pointed out that the stale-
mate at the last round of talks
arose because the AASU and the
AAGSP leaders. went back on their
previous commitments, They had
refused to accept the'proposal for
identification of<the foreigners on
the basis of the existing laws, land
records: etc.-On the other hahd,
they had suggested amendment to

is he existing laws to suit their pur-
poee. . This) was not acceptable to |
the Xgentre*. under any circum-
St

Mﬁanwhllq, the State’s Governor
has not so far sent any report to
the  Centre on the question of
Ministry' formation. Although he
has tveportedly been handed a list
of 64 MLAs by the Opposition par-
ties . led by Mr Sarat Chandra
Sinha, he is reportedly not satis-
fied about its veracity. In the next
few days he is expected to call all
the 64 legislators, whose names

have been mentioned in the letter
addressed to him, and ascerta
from them whether they had rfal.
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Iy pledged their support to
Si : :

the postlp

of thd ledislature parfy

no chancd of Congress-l being able !

Minhtrir

One o¥ the Ministers is \mder-
stood to have reported ‘that more
than a dozen legislators’ now ‘in
non-Congress-I  parties had told him
that in the event of a change in
| the: leadership, they would joi
! Congress-1 and. enable it to for
stable Government,
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