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By X. N, MALIK

NEW DELHI, Decamber 289.

HE  povernment of India is

' dragging its fest on the pro-
posed combined i with
opposition leaders
tatives of the All
Union and the
Sangram  Parisha
g delegation of

to include a small grodp of opposi-
tion feaders in the proposed combined
mecting, 2 governmeni emissary mp-
proached him to convince him of the
futility of such a meeting, He suggest-
ed that it would be belter that the As~
s agitetion leaders mwoting the cabi-
net secretary, Mr, Krishosswamy Rao
Saheb,

Anciher emissary spprosched  dhern
to say that a meetng with the Prime
Minister, Mrs, Indiva Ganditi, eould
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be arranged
AAGSP agreed lo the proposal, The
provosal regarding meeiing the cabiuet
secretary was made by s Chawdigarh-
based mediator who has been closely
assoctated with the tfalks beiween the
government and agitation leaders dur-

The werk day edifiors of
*Tha Times of India”, Bom-

bay, will'he priced at 70
and  the Sunday edi-
tions at 75 ise with effoct

froma January 1. This has he-
come unavoidable on accoumt
of galloping pricss of news-
print and the siesp .increase
in the cost of production. We
hope our veaiders  will bear
with wy, e

ing the past one wear, The proposal re-
garding a mezting with the Prime Mi-
nister was pt across by & senior of-
ficer of the special brunch of ihw
Unioa home ministry. ]
When the AASU and the 'A'\AGS};‘1

spurned the propces]l mainly with' o

view not 1o scuitle the proposedicom-
meeting, a raid way olganised

bined

by the police at the meeting of  the

gxgcutive of the AAGSP, Mr. Phukan |

alleged {hat this was ansattempt to Con=
vince the agitation leaders that no
putpose will be served by a tééting
which would be atiended by opposi-
tion leaders,

The homs ministey, officialy; how-
ever, Say-that there is no guestion of
backiracking on  the proposcd meet-
ing.«The decision had been taken at
a‘meeting presided over by the Prime
Minister. and the preparations for the
meeting afe on, Though no definite
date has yet been fixcd, the meeting

is likely to fake place in the second !

week of January.

Meanwhile, four opposilion pariics
have already nominated  their repre-
sentalives for the proposed combined
mesting, The Bharativa Janata Party
will be represented by Mr, Atal Behari
Vaipavee, while Mr. Bhola Paswen
Shastri will represent the Congress (5).
Mr. Ravindra Verma will répresent the
Janata Party and Mr. Harljg:mu Singh

Surjesr will represent the UPM;

The ok Dal and the CPI has et
have not intimaicd the nanws of their
representatives,

The Assam delegation 215p indicated
that if the government wag o with-
draw all “‘repressive” masureg in  the
state, the AASU and the AAGSP
would give serious thought to suspend
the agitation before the proposed com-
bined meecting, Vhe delegation, how-
ever, was of the view that the suspen-
sion of the agitaticn would not be a
preparatory step for talks, but a ress
ponse to the stoppage of “repressive’”

measures.,

The ‘delegation  denied the fovera-
ment allegation that the agitation lead-
ers who participated in the talks with,
the government went back op their
commitments given af the uegotiaiing
table becanse of their failure to com+
vince other members of the execuyfi

1t denled  that the AASU
AAGSP representafives
the government draft of A\if,ust

if the AASU and the

The fact was that the government re-
Presentatives
to the Assam agitation leaders who
said that they would place it before
the executives of the AASU and the
AAGSP. A modified draft was Jater
;cnt 30 the government on Septem-
er 23.

Mr, Phukan described the Prime
Minister’s allegation. azainst the agita«
tion leaders that “they agreed ¢o ocer«
tain things during disc: ssions and later
changed their Stand” was far from the
truth, The agitali ders had omn
several accasions| asked ‘the government
to record the minutes f discussions,
but it was never/done. If| these minutes
were avdilable, ft could sjot have been

possible forSthe government to make
these allega : /

He chal . the )
disclose any sefret ‘doctiments or in-

formation it
tion, He was in\favour of the governw
ment publishing a *white paper” on the
He contradicted the chim by the
government that, nane of AASU sup-
porters | was detained under the Na-
tional ‘Security - Act.in Assam, Bight
persons — four. .active members  of ,
the AASU end four .government eme
ployeed who actively. associated thems.
selves with/the movement, had

ln:ystcd' .;mdct the NSA, he clai?@'
Army alerted
in Assam

GAUHATI, . December 29 (UNI):
The Assam government has alerted
the army and taken all precautions
to maintain security and law and

order during the 36-hour-road block-
i from

. being deployed
and thel\ concerned suthorities had |
been asked to keep all important
highways \and ‘other roads f¢ree of
any obstruction, - =

" Mobile patrolling had been' intensi-
‘fled”and pickets set up on the strate-

gic points of all. important roads
across the state, he said. /

elhi blamed: Assant

handed over the draft |





