~Court verdicts on
citizenship quoted

Our Spécial Correspondent
{HEs Centre on Monday quoted
from court judgments sup-
porting its right to gramt citizen-
ship to foreigners, including for-
mer Pakistani nationals, under
sections 5. (1) (a) and 5 (1)

(e) of the Citizenship Act,
Officials of the Home and Law
Ministries met the combined de-
legations of the All-Assam Stu-
dents Union and the All-Assam

Gana Sangram Parishad for 75

minutes and gave them oral cla-
rifications on the points they ha
raised on citizenship laws, t
definition of ‘authorised’
authorised’ nersons
ments in tribal lands. ;"

It was a dictatioxjg

clals read out the cl
We noted them down\
( discuss them tonight amc
gelves to formulate oun\ s
the talks on Tuesday”;
man of the AASU said.\

‘While both the Gover
and the agitation leaders réfus
ed to discuss details, it 18 'ﬁde‘
stood that the Centre has not
changed its definition of ‘dutto-
rised persons’ of the period
1961-71 who they want’ refained
in the State.

‘The Government is understood
to have reaffirmed that all pes-
sons whose stay is legitimised
under the Constitution, various
laws, special Instructions issued
from time to time on displaced
persons and refugees as well as
the national and international
commitments and humanitarian
constderations, are covered un-
der the term ‘authorised persons’.

The agitation leaders have all
along contested the special and
gecret policy instfuctions which
they say are not legally tenable.

JUDGMENTS

On the issue of the contre-
versy on sections of the Citizen-
ghip Act, the agitation leaders
had earlier quoted from Rajas-
than and Allahabad High Court
judgments to prove their stand
that Government could not grant
Pakistan nationals eitizenship
under Section 5 (1) (a) through
the district magistrates.. The
Governmerrt in turn quoted from
other judgments upholding
right to grant citizenship.

On the agitation leaders® point
of eviction of refugees settled
in tribal belts and blocks in vie-
lation of the century-old-land

its

regulations, Home = Segretary \
§ M O Burney said it was & '
State matter. d

Back in Assam House, whers |
they are staying,, the members |
of the AASU and the AAGSP
were comnparing the notes they
took of the official explanatioa.
AASU president: Peafulla Ma- |
hanta said the delegations would |
take 4 decisior on the notes | |
later in the night. |

Meanwhile, * five members ot |
AASU-AAGSP  team were
eturiNng later in the night from |
itsyr after a tour of the

. Indo-Pakistan border at Wagah |

pey had gone fo gee for 1
o8 the/security measu- |
ed Dysthe Government,
‘A’ dfscussion on the Govern- |
nent’s fassurances on tightening
rdpt securityiin the north-eas- |
rfl Stafes will take place later.
The & Assam talks also figured |

in_tlie "meeting of theconsulta. |
‘tive commiitee of MPs attached

fonthe Home  Ministry. FHome

Mitrister Zail Singh told members

that talks were continuing. The
issue will be discussed at the
comrittee’s continued meeting
on Tuesday. . ;

UNI adds: ; !

AASU leaders Mahanta and
Bhrigu Phukan in a statement
alleged that the State Govern-

‘mewt had unleashed a reign of

terror and repression ' in Sib- |
gagar, Tezpur, Barpeta and other |
places. ;
- They warned that such an
approach would not help in find-

ing a solution to the foreigners>
problem, /

sl
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