Assam’s bomb squad is back
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Assam’s Bomb squad is back

/ Wwith a bang. And“as their latest
victims, the general secretary of
the Jdorhat - district unit of the
CEFM  and- another party worker
battle for their, lives in the hos-
pital, the question is whgo will be
their next target.

It is fairly clear now  that, as
was  widely expected, the cxtre—
migts target in the new round :
violence are individuals : and
Just public property. ‘fhers .
also no doubt, that the state dal
and order machinery too does n it
have much of o clue to the id
tity of the key people behind thﬂ
activity, This was implied in the
Governor, Mr Prakash Mehrotra's
statement that he was fiotehappy
with the working of mtelhgeme
machinery in the state. & &

The Jorhat blast, the fdtest in

/

the serias which began on ‘ﬁhe eve ¢

of ‘the 36-hour bandh,
6,30 p.m,
say there is no doubt it was
simple case  of hurling of g -
nade at the -district office oL; |
{. CPM, In this part of the gounth
sun sets early and Bhe d8s
made good use of th
darkness. ' The workers
CPM are not exactly.w
in the Brahmapubra’ va
their party’s opposition A
movemens on Lhe fore&gn r
nals issue,

came 4%

The CPM has been corm)!aﬁnm;y~

of intimidation and. assaulls
its workers. Buf Uhis was
firs  instance of a direct
attack on one

.on

Bomb
of ' their district
offices and that too in a well-
guarded  town of upper Assam.
This shows' the ‘growing cheek of
the extremists in splte of ail
that the law and order machlaery

: ‘
m,, o

j lemg 11

on Saturday. Expetva _penetrate

earlie; -c)l ed) to have done to
subd Jthe:

But Souxc would sfil not ze-
Bar dgfhe most  significant
extrenfist set of the last week.
‘'ThisMwas  perhaps more avave
than the explosion in the “muse
of an Assam MLA in the heard
of Gauhati town killing his hro«
ther and a mald-servant in that
it was a direcy attack on a party
office. !

But  what informed sources
would find nearly incredible is yet
anotgxex explosion which bléw up
fille \ail track near Bebejia, about

| from Nowgong on  Satur-
;%ﬁ was just hali-a-kilometre
s spot  that han entive
of. the frail was taken
awnay by mlscreants on  Lhursday
night. This was naturally follow-
ed Ly special\steps to guard fthe
track. And when the second’ ex»
plosion took (‘place, thewstretch
damagedsearlier was In the pro=
cess of being xepalreds.
If  the exfremists could even
to & streteh of  ruil
“undeln special \gsurveilla,nce and
‘get: W with i, something ° is
reany ery wrong with the gov~

- ernment m&chinery observers say.

';;I‘t,iﬁwa nly recently that @

‘discovered in the ecar
new commissioner of upper
ssam ' at Jorhat (his  predecessor

b had ‘been assassinated earlier this
Byear) .
4 {mce in the past at the house: of

Bombs - had heen thrown

he
Sarua,

MLA, Mr Tarini Mohan
who.«;e brother was killed

'i‘x‘\ the Gavhati explosion.
the

Theére ave . still any. number of

theories as to wha, or which or«

ganisation ‘could be behind  the
extremist activity. Tvidence
thrown up by earlier investigation
and  information from varicus
sources has suggested in the past
that the modus operandl of the

‘operating on their own and

ex‘arenﬁsts was akm o the sa,bn-
tage technigues taught te the in-
habitants of the horder greas by
the  Special Bervices  Bureau
(S58), & fancy cloak-and-dagger
outily crested zlong the Indo-
Tihet horder aifter thie 1063 ino
India, wars

Sources - say in the post~war
euphorig such training was in-
diseriminately dmparted o people
without verifying tl}eu? anfece-
dents and the authorities weve too
disorganised to keep t,mck of the
movements s of these qualied
sahoteurs, But apart from the
arrest in Mareh of a former SSE
instructor and of some obhers
vaguely econnectet with the orga-

1msmnon there has not been aay
concrete  evidence to back - the
theory, ;

In any case, while the esser-
tise may have come from the
SSB stragglers, they would not i;e
Iyl
isclation, They wmusy Le- part of
some underground organisation.,
The gecurity suthorities do  nof
seem to be in @ position to name
any such organisation with any
sense of confidence,

These incidents have now given
the Assim = scenarlo an entirely
different, colour. Colpled with the
relabive. success of the agitators
bandlr call and also fairly good
1'e.=;})ome tq their call for a masd
1rally on November 10, this should
help dispel the -hmpression ereateq
in certain quarters that the agle
tatlon wag dylng a natural death
and that the people were getting
fed-up with *4t,

The need, sources say, now: is
for a quick Tesumption of
negotiations.  Apart from saving.
the people and government,
trauma of rvenewed bsndhs
strikes it might evenr save.a Afew
Hves as well,
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