Assam: govt
aim doubted

By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, November 9.

THF opposition viewpoint on the
“foreigners” problem in Assam
was only partially’ represented at
the talks with the government to-
day, the three major __gpposition
parties—the Bhagatiya Japaty
arty, the Janata apty and th
Dal—having boycoued if.
The three partigs gavc mox
1hc same 1c1\or'

Bhnsm’t Namm

the . opposition he progr

talks “with the As agitation

ers on the “fore\gner\”’ probles:.
The BIJP, whic the first to

decline the invitatt or the talks,

(ook umbrage at the gOvernment no¢
taking the party into confidence . at
different stages of the mnegotiations
“until a ‘deadlock was reached”, It
did not also consider the meeting
worthwhile in the absence of the ¢
Prime Minister. The two other pa.-
ties followed suit.

But, even with only one side of
opinions  represented, there wasamp.
complete endorsement at the mecting
of the manner in which the govern-
ment had been ftrying to tackle the
Assaem sitnation. At feast one parti-
cipant, Mr, Neelalohitadasan Naduy,
representing the Democratic Socialist
Party, gave a demonstration of his
diffierences withethe,. government by
staging a walk-out¢ from the¢ meeting.

Though (he parties  represented at
the talks — the CPI, the CPM, the
RSP, the Muslm  ILeague and the
Forward Block — are known to ap-
preciate broadly the stand taken by
the government on the “foreigners’
problem, their representatives raised
doubts about the government’s since-

Tity * in implcmentinz ! thc policy | -
enunciated by it.
These  representatives are  under-

stood to have stated that the man-
ner In which the negotiations with
the agitation leaders were being  con-
ducted created the suspicion that the
government might not stick to 1its
“‘commitment” of treating
the cut-off year.

In fact, the . formulations being
made by the governmeat delegation
at the Assam talks showed that in
reality, 1961 was being. taken as ‘the
cut-oft year. Even if the government
agreed to starting detection of “for-
eigners” from that year, it would |
affect the interests of about one
million linguistic minorities in Assam,
the bulk of whom had come to the
state owing to porsccutnon in erstwhile
Last Pakistan.

UNI adds: Leaders of the Congress
() and several other parties today ap-
‘pealed to the Assam agitationists to
give up their “extreme positien” and

1971 s |

continue discussions with the govern«
ment in a ‘“constructive spirit.”

At a meeting convened by the
minister  for parliamentary  affairs,
Mr. Bhishmma Narain Singh, the
leaders fclt that in ‘their latest pro-
posals, the All-Assam  Students”
Union (AASU) and All-Assam Gana
Sangram Parishad  (AAGSP) “have
taken an extreme position.”

Gauhati  (UNI): The Assam gov-
ernment today took firm steps to
“lthwart the mass rally the foreigners
issue agitators propose to hold tomor-
row i/ the Judges’ Field here.
While troops were alerted . to be
on hand to assist the civil authori-
ties, security forces cordoned off the
entire Judges’ Field to prevent any
public gathering there in defiance of
prohibitoVrdcrs in force. feid
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