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By SiEXHAR CGUPTA
Bupress NWews Service !
BOLGAGACN, (Goaipara, !
) Assam), Lec 7.
It is a depressing  loO-kilo-
meue dive vl @ Gaudida Lo
Lousalgaon 1 SP.e 0L e excei-
lenn, conaue-o1 of tne nawoiaal
hi,away «vu. 31 and toe greencey
of tne flat coualrys.de. 'Lune ioad
. euis  tnroden  ohie  of ulc e |
. feriile paduy traces In Asstua pub
never doss one see g trac.or, a
pu.p-set . or any obher evidence,
of even a sem.lance of farm ine-
chanisation. <tarmers a.e emacl-
ated, chiridren naked  and there
is nothAng that - can he descriosd
as small industry. Goalpara, w.or=
dering .BEhutan and Bangladesh, 18
undoubtedly one. of ' the most
bac..ward districts  of this back-
ward state, and that is what
makes the Bonraigaon reiinu/
such a‘ prominent feature of the
landscape, gleaming, Silchar of
which can be seen from miles.
Yet the common man in Assam
does mnot feel terribly ‘proud look-
ing at the imposing sirucoure.

He is apt fo believe that it does .0 - chemicals Ltd

not function and may take an-
other decade, or even more, . be-
fore starting to produce what it
should have been tuxnmg out for
over g year.

There are good Teasons for this
gense of disappointment. for the
refinery has run intorall the ob-
stacles that public sector  units.|
face and ,more. The Petroleum |
Ministry has been fargetful, start-
inc work on the Rs 187-crore pro-
ject (according  to ' initial _esti=
‘mates) four years after its foun=
da‘ion was laid by Mvs Indira
Gandhi in 1971. Then thefe were:
the usual controversies and wran- .
glings regavding the .selection ‘of
foreign colla‘omtms Even be=
fore  the first crude: distillation
unit could be glven a proper:trial.
came the Assam agitation. 'The
employees stayed off work . and

. eyen when/ they returned the
Ppcline  was nob bringing any
exude.

Things did \not dmprove much
even before the oil blociade was
brosen. Now the bureaucrats took
over the management of the com-
plex and some ‘senior - officers
fought veritable gang wars. The
mMmanaging director was out hefore

long and the complex became
anobther  headless public sector
unit; ; §

It is no longer headless now,
mazing a related attempt under a
new chairman and managing
director to make up for the de=
lays. But the jinx continues.

The  kerosene  treabing unit,
which was to go into production
in April 1979, was finally put on
trial run in September this year.
Within a month the compressors
blew. The British contractors
who supplied the compressors
have taken them to their work-
shop abt Ahmedabad for repairs.
€ the unit is shut, .

The third major unit of
refinery, the delayed coker unit
too. is shut because of a similar
proclem with forelgn  equipment
(t was supposed to start produc-
ing in Octoher 179). . .
- The - fourth, the coke calcina-
tion unit will still take time gebi-
ing ready. With the kerosene and |
cozer unit shut, there is no way |

the:

the crude distillation uhit can'|
function at its capacity of one
million fonnes and wutilise what if:
producés. So it functions at little
over half its capacity.

. glovs

- other

"looms.

" the target set,

ral law, and order

realv sav for cer=

taln when tRe units will go into

, production, d as time passes,
with the . obWous escalation in
cos's, people become increasinely

sceptical abou, he proiect  which,

at one time, s hailed. as the
Bhakra-Nangal of Assam. |

But this is The story of iust
the four refinery units. What

made this project such a presti=!
one was not the refinery
(Assam Has \tyo %) but  the
downotrvaﬁn troch¥mical = units
thaty were ed to use the ve-
finery’s otlgn{i. Napl;ha obtained
from Assam orude is one of the
sichest in the “World in terms of
aromatic. content and a common’
Assamese lament has been that 50
far all of it has been going fto
parts of ihe country  for
produciion of highly profitable

materials = like polyester staple
ficre, Made from naptha, at a

et

Tupse ‘a kg polyesien fibre fetches .

2 neat Rs 40 a ket
. It was keeping this; a,nd the
pressure on. rail tmnspmt in view
tha; the petrocnemicals complex
at Bongzaigaon was pl'mned

The Bongaigaon refinery and
RPL) is to

have the largest =plant in the '

country wuh Pt output of
30,000 tonnes r fibre a
year .The conom1 “implications
of this kind of fﬁ%od}lct)on are
stupendous. cuexdm to a BRPL-
document, 4! etlcau'ir the value
of extra foo that can  he

grown.__per areas. abt pre-
sent marised” the quantity of
cotton that | . be replaced by
BRPY, isvequal the total capi-
tal outlay of @s project.
Economists ackmowledge that a
refinery hy. ibsel‘f will have very
liktle impact o the economy. of
the region, Bul,,(the fibre from
BRPIL, could set%bff 2, Process of

industrialisation, = jin small - and
medium sector, and Assam, il
now, has nowfextile industry

worth the name,  barring hand- '
That isewhy the project
generated  so much enbhusiasm
among the local people. And that
is why there has been so much
disappointment at the pace with
which the work on the . preject
has progressed.

On current . estimates, if things '
go all right, the plaat should go -
into production by 1985. In spite
of the cynicism people have about
BEPRL = exercises
have. begun in various eircles in
Assam to see how best the fibre
could be utilised. The most In- '
teresting is the formation of a
polyester cooperative at Gauhati
by some ‘retired, top-level bureau-
crats and technocrats, which in-
tends to set up a major textile
plant. It shows the extent of re-
gional feeling and the feeling of
ownership over the state’s oil ‘that
even the enlightened founders of.
the cooperative have confined the
membership to bona  fide Assa-
mese.

All eyes are thus on the BRPL
and further delays in completion
of the project will have serious
implications.

“But Mr R, R. Verma, the new
chairman and managing director
of. the prmeet says. that now
the work is going at the right
pace and he has a team of en-
thusiastic- workers with him,
The location of ‘the complex, in

! 3 backward region with tenuous
{ communication creates difficulties
tand the management has to keep

its fingers crossed akout the gene-

situation, A

Len —1881 — /mgé«:m &/éfwamq

—





