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?C.f(ssam Urged To Restrict
Ex- Factory Sale Of Tea

From Our Special

‘| SHILLONG, Bt.
‘Jcles in Assam/ h

sfrict ex-fa
sures were

the 197778 sedsdn but

particularly in the\Yast two years,
“declining, trend ¥was notice”,
Apart from the Assam agitation

and its impact in the produvhon
and transport of teas, the situa-
tion was allegedly further aggra-
vated by the West Bengal cess of
Rs 6 a kg on all teas produced
in. that State, but not sold in
Calcutta or the Siliguri auction
market, However, an exemption of
15% of the total production has

been' given on sex-factory sales.
Substantial quantities  of teas
fromi'the Dooars and the Darjee-
ling region used to be sold in
(1'1uhzltl but West Bengal,
claimed, has virtually stopped all
(iespat(:hes outside the State. The
“immediate casualty” is the Gau-
hati market. Ifurther with ex-fac-
tory sales of tea by West Ben{,al
gardens “drastically restricted”,
8rs have shifted then
area of operation fo Assam gar-
dens to make up the deficit in
ex-factory sales and maintain the

cash flow, thereby reducing the |
aunabihty of tea for sale at
Gauhati, ¢

Trade circles here say that 70%

of the teas sold in' Calcutta come |

from Assam, Cachar and '1*1ipula
Assam. produced 304 million kg in
1980 of which 60 million kg were
sold at Gauhati, the sales elude
over 10 million kg from the
Dooars. Assam' tea Is' subject to
an -entry tax of 14 paise per kg
for -teas .sold in. Calcutta.
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