BJP, J
To Stay

NEW DELHI, Nov. 8

way

~Two . major Opposition

parties, Janata and the Bharatiya Janata Party, have
. announced that they will not attend tomorrow’s Gov-

ernment-Opposition meeting on Assam, . saying - that

they have not been taken into confidence on the issue

—a charge rejected today

PTI and UNI.

Janata followed the BJP in an-
nouncing  that i  would not
articipate in the meeting with
he Home Minister, Mr Zail Singh,
who will represent the Government,

along with some other Union Min- |

isters, It claimed that the meeting
1\yto't,xld be an “exercise in futi-
ity”.

The Minister for Works, Hous-

ing and Parliamentary Affairs, Mr
Bhishma = Narain Singh, rejected
the ‘BJP allegation that it® had
not ‘been taken info confidence,
but urged it to  reconsider its
decision, Mr Singh wrote fo the
BJP president, Mr A. B. Vajpayce,
urging him to attend the wmeet-

ng. ;

The BJP  response  was not
.available, since neither Mr  Vaj-
payee nor Mr L, K, Advani, gene-
‘ral secretary, was in thé Capital.
{ The Janata Party conveyed its
decision in a letter to the Par.
Hamentary Affairs Minister. The
party’s deputy leader in the Lok
Sabha, Mr Ravindra Varma, and
the party’s deputy leader in the
Rajya Sabha, Mpr Era Sezhiyan,
said in ‘the letter that the move
for the talks came from Prime
Minister, but she would be away.
Hence, the party felt, discus-
sions with the Home Minister
would be an exercise in futility:

The two leaders sald that dur:
ing the year, the party had re
peatedly reminded the _Govern-
ment of itz commitment and de-
manded that it proyve its earn-
estness to solve the Assam. probe
lem and seek the .¢ooperation of
the Opposition,

\

roun ns with ,the
Assa . had pever
take L inte” confi-
{dence or h /A%s o
glve |the oppor-
tunity Yo the evolu-
tlon @ 0 the Issue

£

Afte \ )
ed the\ONposition ‘parties to meet
the Floke\ Minister. Such ga dis-
| cussion, the absence of the

I Prime  Mimtster, would not effec-
tively contribute to the evolution
of a consensus or the -solution to
the problem, the letter said.

Declining tWe invitation to the!

talks, the BJP had written to the
Parllampgntdry ~ Affairs  Minigter,
on Friday to say that discussipps

by the Government, report

on Assam “can he  held in a
worthwhile manner only if the
Prime Minister Is present”,

~In his reply, released at a Press |

iconference todayé Mr Singh told
at

Mr Vajpay ¢ Prime Min-
(ister wagy/ alw! wiNnZ to meet
tha Op ¢ singly or
collectively. !

. Expredsing shrprise over the
charge thit the Goverhment had
not care ake the jOpposition
(into -confid S . the
| Minister ral dfscus-
(sions that 3 eld on the
| Subject h  the Opposition

 parties since“last year.
Mr Vajpayee had also said that

ister last week, seeking an early
meeting of the Opposition parties
to discuss the Punjab. situatton,

. Mr Sl}lgh said in‘his reply that
on Punjab, Mrs Gandhi had o al-
ready met “people 6f different
shades of opinfon™,

He reminded. the
that in January last year, Mrs
Gandhi _held discussions’ with
leaders”of the © Ovposition partles
and_grouns in Parliament, and the
Assam situation did figure during
there discussions, K

‘Thereafier, two

i meeting
‘held with bR

leaders of- political

In March and May last year,

At thé meeting held in Novem-
tber last year, it was suggested
‘that a combined meeting of the
“Govemmen.t. Opposition leaders
Ignd agitation leaders hs held.
| "But the response of the agitation
leaders was not  positive®, Mr
;Smgh said.

| The gubject had been discussed
in detail In Parliament on several
| occasions, including at the time
iof aporoval of the Presidential Pro-

himm (Mr Zail Singh) in February
at the Allindia Instifute of Medi-

situation.

The Home Minister had aiways
briefed the  Consultative Com-
ﬁn{ttee of “Pariiamant for his Min-
istry on the Progres of the
Assam talks, vty

Mr Singh drew Mr Vajpayee’s
attention, in particular, to the
deliberations of the meetings held
on July 6, and 7 and September
last year, and added that “I find
it difficult, therefore, to under-
stand the = circumstances which |
have prompted you fo make the
charge, .. ».

|parties and gfoups In Parliament |

i clamation and the passing of the
<y Assam Budget The matter also
figured during the monsoon  ses-
' sion  of Parliament, the letter
said,
At the request of the  FHame |
Minister, Mr Vajpayee also met

cal Sciences to discuss the Assam |

of some other parties, to persu-
lade the Governor to give the
Opposition a chance,

In his o statement, Mr  Varma
explained 1 Congress (1)
moye orjginat [rom
the . Unjon { Mr
Zail Siygh, wholbroachgd the sub-
ject off aycoalitjon dur\ng/ a talk
over the el Mr
Chandra SAekhar, Party

he had written to the Prime Min.||

BJP  leader ||| ber 10 to stake their claim for

‘ Stat

| day to submit their list of su

' Ministry, a spokesman of the alli-

| permission, report UNI and PTIL

‘«:,:" “‘?i!’i xf") -.s. A

Janata Rebuffs
Cong-1 Overtures

NEW  DELHI, Nov. 8—Two
general secretaries of the Janata
Party, in separate statements to-
day, rebuffed Congress (I) over-
tures to form a coalition Govern-
ment of the two parties in Assam,
report UNI and PTL

While Mr Ramakrisbna Hegde
said in Simla that under no cir
cumstanceg would his party form
a coalition with the Congress (I)
in Assam, or in any other State,
Mr Ravindra Varma f{ssued a
statement in New Delhi  to the
game effect, )

Mr Varma sald his party favour-
ed the restoration of a popular
Government in Assam, and had
been trying, with the cooperation

| president,
Mr Ch x:ld

The :

fon alliance parties in Assam

; will approach the Goyvermor, Mr
Prakagh Mehrotra, for an ap-
pointment with him on Novem-

i'sit

forming a Govermment in the
€, :
The partles, which were sche- |

duled to meet the Governor to-{

orters, could not do so, as
ehrotra is away in Delhl
is likely to return to Gauhal)
MOITOwW, . )

The Opposition parties wil‘l‘;{écet
in Gauhatl tomorrow to discuss|
thelr strategy on  forming the

AO-

ance said today.
St'r Leaders To Go
Ahead With Rally

GAUaA Ly, DOV o~—ipe Assam

agitation leaders are determined to |

hold thelr central rally at the Jua-
ses Field here on November 10,
fiespite the Government’s denial of

The president of the All 6 Assam |’
Students’ Union, Mr Prafulla Ku-
mar Mahanta, and general secre-
hrigu Kumar Phukan,

In a joint
Chief Secreta
ernment, the two organizations
sald that the Government’s permls-
slon to told the rally would prove
its sincerity to solve the foreign-
ers problems in the State, The
Assam Government yesterday de- |
nied them premisison to hold their
rally on grounds of public inferest.

The .etter also acknowledgzed the
receipt of the Centre’s invitation
for continaing the officlallevel
z:z)lks in New Delhl on November

to the Assam Gov-

The Assam unit of the Bharatiya
anata Party has extended full sup.
ot to *he praposed mass rally,
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