AAGSE

- wants

political talks

Special Corvespondent

EW DELHI, July 8
RS of the All-Assam
ana Sangram Parishad foday
deranded a discussion at the po-
ical level with the home minis-
ter, Mr. Zail Singh, on the foreign-
ers’ issue “having exhausted all
arguments on the legal and_fonttx-
tutional questions a'nvolved.‘

A mecting between the _boma mini
ster and the full delegations of shie
agitation leaders was tentatively agfeed
upon for tomorrow at the conglusion
of the thresshour committee-levgl talks
at which all the AAGSP and
AASU representatives were

“You may say that wo hav
ed the thind and final stagoe

seione,”  Mr. Nibarad
CAAGSP leadwr, said. |

He roteired 'to tho homs manister
categorising the 2alks ifo’¢hres pasts:
the * adminstrative mattere, the legal
and oconstitutional - questions and ; the
potisical iasues.  “We' bave  exhausted
afl argumenty selating so the first two
categories, Only ¢ho ' home - minisier
is competent to deal with' poltioa]

“M-”, Y ; :

By Owr

Flood situation in

Assam improves
GAUHATY, July 8 (UNT

i & PTI).
Mmd gitation in AsSam
A slightly improved today as the

Brahmaputra along with ifs tribus
taries continued to recede for the
third © day. However,« the rivers
were still flowing above the danger
level at different  points,. officiid
reports received ‘here Said,

An unconfitmed report said thres
people died when their boat capsized
in . the tlood watees nears Mangaldoj
in Darrang district on=Monday. With
this the total number of deaths in
tite ' current flood rose to four.

Earlier, an employee of the rail
way work: at) Dibrugarh  was
the Wlood water.

Rogd cotimifinicati
 be difrupted)  differdnt
state Fw oads k
brideds wast 4
The irst  ya f
has wrotght exfensive| damage to the

standing crop in the fstate and thou-:
sands have been renddred homeless.

The worst affected "areas were the
Ajuli river island in Sibasagar dis-
irict and the Jonai sub-division of
Lakhimpur district and in Kamrup
district, the Hajo, Chaygaon, Palas-
parli and Boko circles and the Bar-
peta sub-division, the reports said,

The situation in Mazuli island
and the Kaziranga national park in
Upper Assamn continued to be “‘seris
ous” as floods of the Brahmaputra
still engulfed vast areas affecting
road communication.

Meanwhile, the Assam government
has geared up rescue aqd relief
operations in the worst-affected areas
with - the he'p  of the police and
Home Guanrd personnel,

! Temporary relief camps have
opened in school and colleg

ings where several flo ictims
have been lodged. Fr d  has
been  distributed  to Yice
tims and ‘fodder to

that- only a decision st the politiceh
level . can bring about a solution to
the vexed problem, there being a
wide gulf in the interpretation of the
legal and constitutional aspects bet~
ween the two sides. Y

Mr. Bora said that there was
thing left- now for discussion on
legal and constitutional questions. He
claimed that the discussions so far
with the home and law  ministry offi-
ials-had been held. within the frame-

no-
the

}6n in consultation with
inister and bring the
s to a conclusion.
Mr. Pratulla Mahanta, AASU pre-
demt, who did not take part in to-
day’'s discussions, said that as far as
his organisation was concerned, there
would be no shift from its stand that
all “foreigners” who entered Assam
during the ‘decade 1961-71 should be
removed from the  states

He claimed that the AASU’s ec-
eeptance of the government’s propo-
sl for regularisation of aliens who
came to Assam- between 1951-61 was
conditional wpon ' the government
'agreeing to move out all “foreigners’”
who ~ migrated during the subsequent
one decade, Any. backsliding by the
|government _on this understandi
‘wauld “not 'be acceptable by
AASU.

iwere ot prepared to &
‘gestion for ' allowing

“foreigners” of the 1961-71 period to |
stay in  Astam,
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