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that Bengalis ‘should have
ee nation of their own. He
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The one solitary, promising
exception = was Bengal. In Cal
cutta, 75 per cent of the 2,00,000
or 80 private cars are owned by
non-Bengalis, while 60 per cent
of the population of the com:

mercial part of the city speak | MLA
Bengall as & second language. |
like the Mahara-|

Nevertheless,
shtrians in Bombay, Bengalisi
had no trouble in gefting along

with the more prosperous set- |

tlers, although they did always
claim a debatable cultural supe-
viority that got them into occa-
sional trouble in the north:

The recent growth in the
activities: of Amra Bangali, (we
are Bengalis) in West Bengal
and among Bengalis in the
North-Eastern States, has chang
ed the situation. West Bengal
seems to be falling in line with
the other States.

Even on paper, the alms of|

the Amra Bangali are on a
radically  different plane from
thase of similar other organisa-
tions. The members

Bangalisthan, a nebulous
tox-‘}al ‘eoncept embracing
Bengal, Tripura,
ch#r, Goalpara
DHanbad, Ranchi,
Dumka, Rajmahal
Jhipa (in Nepal),
thé, ' Andaman

(in  Assam),
(in Bihar),
Bangladesh,
and  Nicobar

of the ||
highly disciplined, well-knit group |/
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West |
Nowgong, Ca- |l

Hazaribagh, |

vty . seems < tosvemanate ‘from |
| Krighnagar, ‘capital '~ of Nadia
district. According to some re-
‘ports, a provisional government
of the republic of Bangalisthan
|is already working on ¢ two
 fronts in ‘West “Behgalr remov-
{ing Hindi from _signboards, etc.
/'and selecting shadow MPy and
8 [ |

marched with- lathis and other
{weapons in Calcutta, raising
economic . slogans, almed - at
| striking  responsive . chords in
the "economically depressed -
han mnd rural poor. One view
is/that Amra Bangall is a wing
of the Ananda Marg. But this

fact 13, a number of Marg mem-

Islands.

THE HINDU.

1~Juby - 1979

Members of the group . have -

is denled by the members. The !






