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Assam. Group’s
Ultimatum

from Our Special Representative
NEW DELHI, July 8.—Eleven As-

| sam Janata  dissident. legislators

have clearly told the party leader-

| ship that if the Chief Minister “is

not asked to step down forthwith”,
they would withdraw their sup-
port for the - Ministry ‘headed by
Mr Golap Borbora. ,
Dr T. M. Barua, leader of the dls-
sidents, told reporters here today
that the threat was caontained in a
!letter addres the party
chief and by 411 legislators
“present I

. M Lampaf, teh-
man, Mr inder Ni thary,
Mr Pada ahadur vy, My
Altaf Huskaln Mazu , My Des
banand Bdrk, Mr Shanti © Nandan
Dasgupta, ¥r M. F. Islam and Mr
Ajoy Dulta.

Dr Barua said that they had to
take the step as the Chief Minls-
ter had not.so far obtained the
resignation  of ‘members of his
Cabinet, as suggested by the Cen-
tral Pavliamentary Board. Lo
that extent, it constituted defiance
of the' Central leadership.

According to him, the.dissidents
had adopted a resolution in Gau-
 hatl on July 8, urging ,the Chief

Minister’ £6 step down. “The main
thing 1s that the Chief ' WMinister
is not prepared to = seek -a fresf
mandate of the State Janata Le-
gislature Party”, Dr Barua said.
Mr Mohan Lal Jalan, secretary. of
the Assam Janata, who was pre.
sent at Dr YBarua’s briefing at
the party’s central office, said
that the dissidents could 1o
walt indefinitely”., What surprised
them was/that the ‘central ‘lea»
dership wag a “passive spectator”
to what  was | happening in the

State.,

Mr Jalan mef My /Chandra She-
khay today]ﬁd tol that Mp
Borbora’s “Ministry{ might fall be.
cause of the dissidents” decision to
withdraw ipport. il

The dis: i‘ents? dﬁcis(en, mades

ublic todgyl s a new Bhallenge to

Ir Borhoth’s Minisfty¢ There .are

L \legislaters (ag claimed
I ) a and My Jadlan hera
today). The"total strength | of the
Janata Party in the Assant Assem-
bly is 61 (including one who join-
ed recently), It is being supported
by four legislators of the  Plains
Tribal Council and three vice-pres
sidents, making a total of 68,
According  to.party leadershlr
sources, Mr Borbora is in a predi-
cament because all his Ministers

have vesigned jointly and not in-
dividually. They signed a memoran.
dum in pursuance of the decision
of  the Central . Parliamentary
Board which on June 22 asked the
Chief Minister to "obtain the re-
signation of all Ministers and re-
constitute the Cabingt in consulta.
tion with Mr Chandra Shekhav,
Such én masse resignation report
‘edly has no validity.

Mr Barhora is expected to come
‘here in a day or two and convey
his difficulties to the central
leadership. He has not till now
been asked to seek a vote of cone
fidence because of the reported
stand of the CPI(M) that it would
not support any other Janata
Chief Minister in the. State As.
| sembly. The dissidents’ latest move._-
complicates the problen. -
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